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^Kce 


Date , , 
7/7/86 

Title and Character of Case 

Richard Ramirez, aka Night Stalker etc* 

[ ■» Victim; 

LASD, Pico Rivera, California 
OOiLA 


Date Property Acquired 


Source From Which Property Acquired 
LA-FBI - LASD 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 
Investigative Supportive Data 


To Be Returnedl 
□ Yes 23 No 


See Serial 

Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit 

Agent Assigned Case 





_ 
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□ Yes §5 No Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. 


Description of Property or Exhibit 


Investigative data 


For Valuable and/or Narcotics Evidence Only 

Signature of Two 

Evidence Bag Seal #_ Special Agents 

Verifying and Sealing 
Bag Contents 


SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (initial and Date) 


BLOCK STAMP 
QT 252-39 


Field File # 
00 :__ 
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By John Fleck '■*?* 
and Milton McGriff 

: Herald staff writers •: 



“ ““ arried law enforcement! 
officials all over Califor{ 
riia are being deluged]; 
with telephone calls from 
people who think they’ve seen the? 
Night Stalker or know how to catch]; 
him. . • 1 

: The Los Angeles County Sher^ 
iff’s Department is getting as many 
as 200 to 300 calls a dayon the serial) 
killer, a spokesman said. 1 

- “We’re considering every bit of] 
information given to us,” said sher¬ 
iff’s Deputy Joe Garza.-A Los] 
Angeles Police Department spokes- 1 
man said they 'are “recording,' 
analyzing and assigning priorities” 
to tips they get. *. - >.* 

Meanwhile, patterns have begun 
to emerge in the way the Stalker 
chooses his victims. In most of the]! 
34 cases on record,, attacks were 
made ..on yellow or beige-painted 
houses fairly close to freeways. 

- And' detectives -are Rooking 
closely -at'several cases '.involving 
attacks on children, including the 
March'20 xape'of an 8-year-old girl 

_*_i e _i_t j • 



couple" Sunday, .morning, a ,man 
polled Jbdlieve .is. the'.Night .Stalker 
shot a cpmpu’terwprKdr. three times 
" infhe'head and raped’his fiancee. 
0 William aCarns, 29, remained in 

jcriticgl condition at Mission Com- 
Jh|mity hospital, a hospital spokes- 
SS'pmao^aid. His fiancee, who ,was 
not ■identified, was treated, at Shd- 
dlfeifec^Hospital and'released, aii- 
thorte^d. - - 
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.. Tfie/tbin , Sugeyedj gap^oothed).; But there are exce p'tiops h i' 
killif MS’fieen connected withSnnpiifern.' Peter .Pari, 'fhp "Stalker's 
least 14 murders, most of them’in San Francisco .viptim, lived in a two- 
the Los Angeles area, blit at least story home in an upper-middle class 
one in San Francisco., ’j- ! l \ •" .neighorhood, fair .from"’the neatest 

The killer has b'een’tiub'bed'the 1 freeway../, Vrw.V ’ ’ •■■■ k!-' 
Night Stalker Vbecause''he' , 'eriters ' Okazaki, the'first victirii, lived in 
darkened homes’in the early morn- a -first-floor,', condominium. ' On 
jrig hours,'usually through an un- March 17, the night .Okazaki was 
locked. door dr window! 'He has killed, the Stalker also pulled Tsai- 
frequently attacked couples. -.. ban Yu from her car in front of her 
lie is believed to have very poor | condominium'and shot her.,:,.-'/,'. 
;teeth, with gaps and discolorations! ° f slayings have 

in;-'front'and''•■'many' of his molars h° V? r 

missing. * -ra b.a: ml -.m. “Quiet, suburban,, smgle-family 

’•Police and sheriff’s ■ deputies, ' ■* ith '^“l 

struggling to cope with a flood of f?? 1 J?wns. ?ud. modest gardens,i 
anxious calls arid tips; say they'are > nd a 4.jW.ithm a |ew miles of ai 

checking out each lead, no matter i 

how bizarre. '• "SJC;. • -j.-pr-A lfr.ed Coodley, clinicprofes- 

'-'Checking • out a tip'could take P sy i^ atr C?j 

“one secorid. it could take a 'little 2° Renter, ., 5a ! d 

t * i .vesterdav that. t.hp hpipp nr voiinx»l 


tsootn. -we take all information.” u %i a 

| San Francisco police isaid they s, 8“flrant clue. 
recei'^ ;*&aut,500 calls over the It rein forces my belief that he i 

past 'if-m^d.pn Friday;, after a remembers /a yellow house in his 
story Spared about the Night youth that left a.permanent rage on 

5S k ®Ll P S^i?“ natl0n ^ teIe ^i his mind -” he told the Associated 
sion, -Over 100 calls were received,! Press. He said the killer may be 

3 " A ' s 'i. lashin 8 out because of childhood 

. l vs l &ad a lad / call me. who: abuses that took place In such a 
said she hasn’t slept for two weeks,”; house. . 

rpmnfiff-rwru 01 ' 06 ' Sg !i - Steve i Authorities have said the FBI is 
nnS P A , a rea ,^ para . preparing a psychological profile of 

noid. A lot of people are asking for : the killer, but it will remain confi-1 
security checks, they are buying dentiai. ' : „- 

locks and high-intensity lights and! Detectives are also looking for a 
they want, to know where .to buy aj link between the Night Stalker and 
8P u; • -i • -«.v - - several attacks on children, inciud- 

been W pf releas-, in g the rape of an 8-year-old Glas- 
. ? eU Park girl abducted from her 
N 'gb .Stalker cases., bed while her parents slept. ’ 
Ballistics tests aj^beheved to show v v We are investigating it care- 

^ tL P | ed h m - - ?e I eral i fu!, y and are continuing to do so to 
a d beenj see if there,is a connection,” said 

reports, of messages /scrawled on; Booth. “ : • 

- rtrhlr^,t,,ornc o' hilt* r : \ 1 " The P al described her attacker 
Other patterns are beginning toi as a Caucasian or /Hispanic man 

emerge- ' ’ | about .5 feet. Id niches tall'and 

/> —“7—r~r~ weighing about 160-170 pounds. She 

. Wl f. h “w exceptions, the victims said he was about 30 years old, with 
have lived in one-story homes, The dirty blond or brOwri hair, 
neighborhoods are ail noddle-class. Police said he entered the home 
. ~ ®. ,“ es ’ few exceptions, through an-open window, took the 
«e aU.pamt^ veUow or.beige. Anti girl away in a car, molested her and 
all have been cfose to a freeway. left her on Verdugo Road in Glen- 
o;^ ay ! e /. 0 . ka ?-?&’ uA^e. Night dale, about five blocks from cori- 
.Stalkers furst mtu-der victim, hved verging freeways. - - 

, In late-'March, detectives from 
Pomona Freeway. Maxson and Lela three , police agencies linked that 

J- H? d ? at £ abduction and rape with similar! 

.Glendale home, hve^,yirtually .in crimes in Montebello in February! 

S£ a .l? v !' of . t . h g ,9!.^ a . le ..^ ee -| and in Monterey Park In March. 
way ’ • • • • • ' S A police artist made a composite 

drawing that is roughly similar, to 


the later, more complete drawing 
of the Night Stalker. j’- 
■ ' Ssrddst aff writer Tirrwihy Carl- 
.son contributed to • 
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By Ruben Castaneda ; . , 
and John Crust .-&?<’ : 

Herald staff writers ?’ v *' 


■HI ive hundred miles’from his 
last known victim,'the killer 
ty ; -called the Night Stalker 
■I .^struck again 
day, attacking a" young Orange 
County couple , as they slept. ' '• 

...Slipping into a darkened house 
in Mission Viejo, the ipan /fired- 
three .bullets, into;the head o’r 29- 
year-old William Carns, then raped, 
gagged /and .tied up : his fiancee, 
authorities said. • 

-.Both survived the early morning 
attack, •which/was ‘ the third this 
month. ^attributed to the Night.j 
Stalker and strikingly similar to.the 
killer’s known pattern. . j- r -vi'S-W ! : 

- : As before, the attack took place 
in -the pre-dawn hours in'.a quiet 
suburban neighborhood..Entry may 
have been through ,an unlocked 
window, one ‘ Of the killer’s pre-', 
ferred methods. 

/“Due to..evidence found at the, 
scene, we do'.believe it to be the’! 
Night Stalker,”.-said Lt. . Richard 
Olson of the Orange County Sher- 
JflE& aaeffl P E B heiit: . 
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HM^^s&W'Hjspanic, - age 25 

c'urly^hairand;gapped,-Very disco 
•lor®?teethbeUeved. responsi¬ 
ble Tof-"St --brutal-attacks ~on men, 
womeb -and children, 14 of which 
have fended, in .death. V ' *«rv. - 

- Cams v was reported m..critical 
condition .last.:night >.at Mission 
Community Hospital. His fiancee 
was treated at.Saddleback Hospital 
and released, authorities sdid. .£.3 

An .elderly .neighbor said she . .... , 

heard a woman’s s creams in the window'sereen could be sedn 01 S 4 J 

;; — . ground below an opened rear jfl 

early morning. '/She was.hollering dow.in.Cams’ home. TheysaicTj? 
hysterically.” said Elsa’ Snrrpll fifl '■tiinfi/irf -hhoar, nndri -ail sSi,*- 


Another neignbor^said his nog -probably, ^because of the. heat- U/ 
‘^vyent bananas.’: r ,Jeff Karp, a college student jjhu 

.V'^ Orange County ^deputieswould lives next door/said he hearcL-ifis 
H®.. v““ c T, lb ® , t ^ e ^eyidence ..found dog barking about 2 aim. yesterSSI 
msid^ Carns. -bpu?^B,ut Olson said but didn’t getlup to investigate 

tb^the ,he fceard sirens -blaring aboufc^/ 
Night Stalker by ^members of. the K6ur'raterT^ Ki * y T' 

L°!L Angles County [Sheriff's De- • Olspn‘said .the .attack-bccu.W'taC 

‘. tb ®. sometiihe after 2 a:m ?'?■;*. 

‘The .female victim -called us 
The Night Stalker s attacks have a bout‘2;40 amt She told us. she had 
occurred m usually quiet residem been awakened by gunshots/’ Olson 
S said- “When she woke up, she saw 

” which the Stalker the male intrudef,>who ;sexually 
quickly attacks the } male, often faulted her arid tied her.up.” ' 

‘W&r* Th «■ woman managed to untie 

i,fr a h rn^ • f-’jr & w-J-^herself and ca.il for help on the 
. Carns tiome Svas- ransartrpn v omAPn‘Anm, nn ai __ •_m. ; 


v A*: wo* ner an Hour to 
Deputy |Shwiff;W;4urt three herself,” said Sorrel, who said 

ran across! theTstreef 

i-ii^This doesn.tmake any sense. Of another male neiohhnr inr-hoin* 


labors,! Carns 
fiqyed-into'Jthe 
Sie.’.’hou^e/Th 
msantaiDnve 
Sago, coming 

neighbor and 
ferns, .worked. 

g a nice guy,’’. 


led us ( Orange County detectives were 
he had conferring yesterday with investi- 
’ Oison gators from the Los Angeles area 
l'e saw .task force. Sheriff’s Sgt. Frank 
ixually Salerno, who is heading the search, 
was among detectives at the scene'. 
The. assaiilt was "the first, by the. 
in the . Night ^talker in .Orange County, 
id. The The ‘preyious/attacks.linked to the. 
of her killer had Los' lAngeles 

would County and/San^Francisco. 

:: The first attack linked So.'the 


fepx.,'wnp hves.Mirectiy/acro^/th’e v ‘) ?■ V'.. ’I 

" s'/'"j"Because she was theyictim 
night-we "had the ..windows and sexual assault/authorities;-w 
?ci-een^ open because of the heat I not identify the womah.'-X vi 
.tomorrpw.' , ---.'teer at the hospital at which 
^v, N«ghlJ0K/sa1d.a..b adly mangled was treated said the woman 


n 
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6 Rosemead * 
filled in'her; 
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theCarnsattack. Mrs. Caldwell sa i d § _ . >--.r-~ ■••■j-.'*.-■•■>•.■.■; . 

shedidn’t think it, had anything to ^ latest attack by the Night Stalker was in a residential area of Orange County. < 

do with his death. \. .. ..7-,',,.::., -- —---r—----—•=—•' 

Have a.hunch the guy was in nearby declined to. give his name. . Residents said ?|$ft$fre used to 
durbabk yard,” said another neigh- ’ Neighbors said his patrol car, which sleeping with Open ar¬ 
bor,' Charles Prather, '51. At about’ is '.often, parked outside his home, -night,-but not ' 

midnight,'Tie said,.his .dog "ceally ^was 'absent yesterday morning. ;•“We’re lpcking'^rp’roaight,’.said, 
went, .^ananas.” /Prather;said the vJr " “.It. freaks you out.” said Alice L eslie Humphrey,' 18. ‘Td rather hg 
intrudercouid'hAyewalkfeci•aipfijg^.^^t'iy.j^We ,figurf..we have,a hot than dead.” oss&aoafchtsVe&j 
cement waii.that backs his property'!;.,sheriff's deputy' living across the r.\* Herald' staff -writer 'James Jones ■ 
to get To'the tarns home.',*'* 'str'eet''# nothing can happen here;”--contributed this story. 
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By Nancy HiJjtHoltzman, 

Herald staff 

'\r:v " •>? 

' v Fearjul : of'giving awayjevidence 
that could ruin their/casey/police 
ag'encies Wve^clamped/a lid on 
information" 5 about IfflU^Night 
Stalker,;the serial ijfillerijyho has 
attacked 34 ^eople'anS'killed 14 in 
the'last‘six months^ 5 ~ 

•/Detectives Wow the r 'alias' the 


r allpress.mquiries 
jol&men^re /in- 


indexing: 


if j$,i<foead only‘bland-press 

o£rt^;it%r2ae releases'say "evi- 
!S®8'Mt‘c^ered.” They seldom 
uflaTJlK^vidence.'fe. 

Hahn Suggested /yesterday that 

. —,-- .-— - V r- . the public'jnight.be better able to, 

■killer' is using,'the. make and'Color protect’ themselves'/if the .police 
of the'car he 'is ‘driving; 'the W; aUowe&’-thein to" know more. ' 
kills his victims and;'1Ke/W r ^^'f; “Welre living in a city of fear,” 
writes on walls ivheA tfgs/dbjjSf’if ^ahn said. “I'm.a great believer,in 
Los Angeles COuiity ; Super\fiftvVtf giving out the• widest.information 
Kenneth Hahn said yesterday' that an( j the knownWbits pfthesuspect 
the public—’which may encounter so they'can make virtually every- 
the killer unknowingly, 'even rent boc jy a n auxiliary law enforcement 
him a room or sell him a tank of gas officer.” " u .‘'. ' './• .V. 

— should be told more about the > “Someone at a midnight, mission 
Night Stalk^rw t rv.w>< V-i >; -ft S eriring Him'a cup of coffee” 
But Sheriff Sherma^^^ says m j g ht lead'police to the Night 
the public already kno'^^^uch. stalker, said Hahn. “He might be 
The sheriff has becc ^^^ ^reas- "spotted by an ordinary person.” V 
ingly agitated about tnevnwsam of The Herald requested an inter- 
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-Francisco pohce pearlier had *ej 
vealed .information about the' gun' 


wmm 


’arejmns-tol 


prti PalifnrniQ ,'thclr -!fnrop 'An'tha '^iipe^'hotVp - hoon- wnrlrino ’AVArtimP 


has sent copies of what they believe" ^#They know what they are doing 
to be the-'killer’s dental recpx^, to-'so :there-must he‘soihe clues that 
more than 3,000 dentists .in tSs|^: definitely-show.one is.related to the 
Angeles area." ' ----.^^^|^oth^.^ jffij ■**?*/} 

■ '-He' said' ’thei'?ecords/w^ifM\' ^Ih explaining thesecrecy, O’Con- 
tained. from ^aVdentist, whose, busi- nor^cited-^the- -casntof the Tate- 
ness.Vcard' wX‘gfqund,'Jin'; a’ 'car .^Bianci;?mur^m^unstigate3 ’[by 
believed stolen by-the Stalker. The' CharlesMaiison..'in'"1969, in which 
dentist r said he Bad* treated a‘man ’-'the words’ “Heiter' Skelter” .were 
matching .the .description* but that written - at both Prime 'scenes: _ 
he paid cash and gave a phony .- .- -.iThat .evidence' wasn’t released 

nnmn -fkn «^nl ” aki'A rt r»r- “If 


name and address, the sheriff said. 'SBjiL4he .trial,”.,.said p|Connor. “If 
.Block said; the revelation that i-gsy, s«Iease that kind of thing then 
authorities were seeking informa- ywf, .get .-every’ .'crackpot in . the 
ygHMftom dentists was the most doinitry doing the same thing.” • 
&ajg£j| tng leak sb’far.' , ' j • V : Los ^Angeles’ County "Sheriff’s 

gEglpSgit really Mled us,” he said, deputy*Bob Stoneman yesterday 
SSi&e have'^aiso _been.. tight- 'again'declined to elaborate on what 
lipped about the exa'ct nature of the "evidence .'.Iinks the crimes. Stone- 
unnamed “physical evidence” that ’man said ihvestigators are wdiried 
links the various crimes attributed the killer may change his methods 
to the Night Stalker. News reports because of .the details that have 
have, talked of messages .scrawled ..already been .released. That .would 
on the; wall s of victims’ homes, but set police back to square one in the 
iBO^one^vill confirm,thatv^->•:case,ghe.said. 
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• By BILL BILLITER ’ • 

"-■ and MARK LANDSBAUM, -J- 

Tirnes.Staff Writers . - 

A. serial,pier linked tql4'^iay’-il 
ingsin California strucfej 6 i ! Mission : 1 
■ Yiejojveimly . Sunda^priw&gia^l 
'deeping':inan tojithVjfiead -and 
raping his girlirienS/investigatbrs 


occurred „ in . the .2440 0 .block 
Chrisanta Drive in Mission. 1faej<a 1 
|As in most other crimes attribute! 
.to‘the'«)-caile<l Valley Intruder or 
Night.-Stalker, ? the residence is J 
' single^story .home 'in 'a peaceful, 
middle--class‘.suburb’ close to a 


i..freeway. •“ 

“Due to evidence found at the •„ 
scene, we definitely believe this is 
the Night Stalker,” Orange County 
sheriffs spokesman l^.tl Dick,Olson 
said in a statement . 

Manages to Escape -'C' 1 '-'- 
Officers said the intruder entered 
the house as the couple slept. The 
woman awoke to gunshots, officers _ 
said, and .then was sexually as¬ 
sault^ She was tied up but man- 
aged tb’escape and summon police ’ 
after the assailant left ; ' 

Investigators would not release 
.. .the names of the victims but said' 

‘ ‘'both are 29. .Neighbors identified 
the shooting victim as Bill Carnes, 
who works.for;a-business machine 
company'’ in southern Orange’. 
County. v.*;-' jf-V j-tv 

Carnes was in critical condition 
" late Sunday at Mission Community 
Hospital after ^emergency surgery 
for a gunshot wound, a hospital 
Spokesman said" Pie yvoman' was 
- taken to Saddleback Community 
Hospital in Laguna Hills, where 
She was treated and released. • u 
-The assaSa&tMs been called the 
.Valley In£ss§»’ because most of . 
‘!'th'e"'cnme? ! ^^l 5 Uted tb'hirii oc¬ 
curred in iiie San Gabriel and San : 
Fernando valleys. Law enforce- 
Please see .INTRUDER, Page 3" 

itfriSr &«M: ’ ■*£>*'& 
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Continued from Page 1. V# ' 

-jgnent, officials believe the series’'began in 
(ftlart^ andj includes 21 assaults. The vic- 
, Itimshave been shot, stabbed and beaten, 
•’punday morning’s assault was the first in 
; Orange County and only the second outside 
. of the suburban Los Angeles valleys. - . 

• , The last confirmed attack was Aug. 17 in 
the Lakeside District of San' Francisco, 
where the assailant fatally shot a man and 
critically wounded the man’s wife. Officers 
• speculated a few days later that the killer 
might again head back to Southern Califor¬ 
nia. 

Los An^^^Pa^itv sheriffs’ Deputy 
Sam Jones SSrcrsanday,' ‘‘This proves he is 
; back in the Southland.’V . «' \ 

i Similarities between the Mission Viejo ' 
case and the method’of operation*in the 
previous crimes prompted immediate con¬ 
tacts between the Orange County Sheriff’s . 
Department and the 50-meniber Valley 
Intruder task -force set up' by the .Los 
‘ Angeles County " Sheriff 's Department At'** 
i about 2:30 p.m. Sunday, both departments 
confirmed tiie link. . ’ 

| - At 2:40 a.m. the Orange County Sheriffs 
Department received a call on ..the 911 


’.. ,<, s i r n y'/s n —y_ 

emergency iine from a woman who said her 
boyfriend had been shot, Olson said. When 
' deputies and paramedics arrived, the wom¬ 
an said she had been "awakened by 
gunshots in the house this morning, and 


that when she woke up8g$§%as a male 1 
intruder in the house, in and that 

he grabbed her and s^§assaulted 
. her," Olson Said. ’ ' .=• 

. "He then tied her up. And then he 
appeared to have gone through the house. 
He eventually left, and when he left she 
wasable to get loose and call the emergen- 

*, Olson said the woman was so distraught 
./that she could not give a clear description' 
of her attacker. Olson declined to release 
any description the woman was able to 
s'-give.*},. •; ; 

>The Valley Intruder has been described 

as 6 feet tell, slender, 25 to 30 years’ old, 

.. with curly hair and stained, gapped teeth, v ’ 
;• . Investigators have said he usually leaves’ 
•a distinctive, but not publicly disclosed, ' 
trademark ht the scene of his. crimes. He 
■ also has twice’left a scrawled message—the 
' exact wording has not been disclosed—bn) 
walls of victims’homes. • 

“I’m not aware of anything along those! 
lines," Olson said of the Mission Viejo case. ' 1 * 
•’*- •.w. 
















r 


. - Thi Valley Intruder usually enters by 
forcing a screen on an open window or 
door. Olson declined to say how the Mission 
Viejo attacker entered: But a 3-by-4-foot 
screen, which was bent as if it had been 
pried, off a window, was found on the,;- 


. to piece together what had occuired. •’ • 
Few neighbors had gotten to know Bill 
Carnes, a former resident of North Dakota 
who, they said, had bought the home about 
six months ago. Few of them knew any- 
. thing about the woman. 

'However, his next-door neighbor, Jim 
Brafford, 35, an engineer at Burroughs 
Ng| gf i|n Mission Viejo, worked in the same 
^S^s Carnes. “I know Bill, he’s a heck of 
guy,” Brafford said, adding that 
works in product assurance and 
at the computer firm. . 
fiS^flford and his wife, Sheila, rent their 
Some and plarj gjffifcg hoved this Friday to 
a home they ai> ?. -;^g. But after Sunday’s 
attack, “my tfe^&lnts to move today,” 


?ife is beside herself 


tA11 r 1 ; • ■' ! -. guy. oranora saia, aaamg tnat 

All Ol US lCaV6 OUT works in product assurance and 

Open. Who Would think rent their 

this could happen in this "" T** and plaifflg^ghoved this Friday to 

,. -.>5 • . . a home they a^^^g. But after Sunday’s 

area/ . . . -attack, “my #Sf?^§its to move today,”- 

—--" ;' 1 _:_ Brafford said.^^'wife is beside herself 

■ .*•/ r*j~- j . - -- ■ ■■ ■ ■ • with this thing.” 

'. ' • 7' : ‘ ,‘‘We were wondering why them and not 

were living in homes painted in shades of ^ ^ Brafford, holding his 2V£-year-old 
-yellow—and the/Orange County attack ■ daughter, Jessica. 

occurred in a yellow house. - , ’ . Like many neighbors, the Braffords had 

The house was cordoned off Sunday as . kept some widows 0 pen on the sultry ' 
investigators combed it for clues. Two cars Saturday night 
- parked in the driveway bore North Dakota «j was ^ until li trying to get the air 
license plates. ,>£v?V- : . ,v '“ conditioner fixed,” Brafford said. “But we 

-.Frightened neighbors along the 24400 didn’t hear or see anything- until lie 
block of \Chnsanta. Hnve buzzed with sheriffs (deputies) came over at 8 (a.m.).” 
spe culation a t midday Sunday as they tried “All 0 f us leave our windows open,” said 


Diane Cox, who with her husband and two 
children lives across the ‘ street. “Who 
would think this could happen in this 
area?’" ' . , r -' ' ’ - 

“I’m shocked,” she said. “Here we were 
last night with,the windows open because 

of the heat It’s’real scary.” . 4 -y - 
Cox, who has lived on Chrisanta Drive 
for 13 years, said that as soon as she heard 
of the attack she felt the Valley Intruder 
had struck again, “and that’s real frighten¬ 
ing.” . . •' - ; .• 

Heard Woman Crying 

“ W i£» ut additional locks on bur 
“The police said to keep 
ourdc I -house at night.”, 

A feW'tioars - away an elderly woman, 
who asked that she not be identified, said 
she heard a Woman crying in the street 
about 2 a.m., but “I didn’t go out.” The 
woman placed no particular significance on 
the crying because “it was Saturday 
night,” and there had been a party on the 
street earlier in the evening, she said. • 

- The party, which included adults and 
children,' had been at the Braffords and 
broke'up : at about 10 pari)',' Jim Brafford 
said.,He said neither Cames nor the woman 
attended.- “• V ' 
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One nf_th p victims was a student, another a 
special education teacher. Two were business ■ 
executives and one a parking lot attendant. 

Several were doting grandmothers, others 
lived alone. One contributed his time as a deacon 
in his church, another practiced meditation in 
his garden. One. adored Glenn Miller records,. 
another played the organ. One had been de- , 
tained in a Japanese detention center in World 
WarU. 

T^y iftoved to California from many places:. 
Pakistan, Italy, Pennsylvania, Kentucky. Five ] 
were Asians. Although their origins differed, i 
they have become inextricably linked in death. ; 

The Valley Intruder or Night Stalker, as: 
detectives have dubbed him, preys.mainly on 
the most vulnerable—children, women living, 
alone, elderly couples. He has snatched at least' 
two children off the streets, sexually assaulted 


. .-.children off the streets, sexually assaulted them 
Sj 5|j j §i let them go. He dragged one young woman 
: 3|l|l§Si her car and shot her to death. Most often, 


Wfoever, he has crept through unlocked win- 1 
dows and doors before dawn, attacking while his 5 
victims slept. Several of the homes were ' 
ransacked and valuables were taken. 

He has bludgeoned some victims, slashed!* 
others and shot still others to death. Victims who,« 
have lived to tell about the terrifying attacks ? 
have described their assailant as a 25- to; 
30-year-old man, 6 feet tall, slender, with curly: 
hair and stained, gapped teeth. 

The homes of his murder victims are surpris- 1 
ingly similar: All but one are small single-story j 
residences with tidy front yards. Most are set 1 
serenely in look-alike middle-income neighbor¬ 
hoods within sight of freeways or within blocks 
of off-ramps. Almost all were painted shades of 
yellow. 

The attacks were first clustered in the Sari 
Gabriel Valley—Arcadia, Monterey Park, Rose- i 
mead, Monrovia and Sierra Madre. In August, as 
law enforcement agencies and Neighborhood 
Watch groups in 4 those areas were on the alert, 
the killer ranged further. Murder cases bearing 
his stamp cropped up along the freeway corri¬ 
dors of the foothills, in Glendale* Nritthridge, 
Sun Valley and Diamond Bar. And week the 
swath of violence spread to SanFrarif&sea. 

Here are the victims’ stories, as 
together from interviews with police, re*8l§yS| 
and ff ie n dsV" ' ‘ ttSteP 


DAYLE OKAZAKS 

Rosemead, March 17 


III 


MHH 


IK* 


Dayle Okazaki, two weeks shy of 
her 35th birthday, spent the eve¬ 
ning of March 17 at her parents' 
house, watching a television movie 
and chatting about her boyfriend 
and recent promotion to traffic 
supervisor with Los Angeles Coun¬ 
ty. 

Born in Hawaii, the slightly built 
Miss Okazaki had attended local 
schools, including Pasadena City 
College. She was one of three 
children from a closely knit family. 

She loved* skiing, shopping and 
planning parties, making holidays 
of the most mundane occasions, her 
sister said. “It just made her happy to make other people hfepv. Vhateve? 
she bought she shared. When she went to the zcT, «f,^.u®ught everyone 
Panda pins. When she bought a gigantic bag of ~ ’ 

it into 20 small containers to give to friends.” _ 

;=0ne time I told her I had to spbfiS the weekend 
_ __ j«y morning she showed up on the doorstep, paint 

taking classes in cake decorating, flower 
ing and, most recently, self-defense, 
ents’ home about 9 p.m. for her own in nearby 
nium she had saved for several years to buy. 
ning her to drive carefully on the freeway 
good condition. Shortly after 10:45 p.m., an 
home through a garage door and shot her 
“ ' te was wounded in the assault but was able to 


uried at Rose l^lls Mem 
so many mourners that additional seating hS<i f 
Her mother, who still cries at the menti^),ffjie?^ 
“You think it won’t happen to you. And 
you say? It will never go away. The pain.” /V 1 4 • • * 


t il Park, there were 
ifed outside, 
iter’s name, said: 
to you, what can 


T5AI-LJAN YU ' 

Monterey Park, March 17 


Police say that on the same evening, less than an hour after Miss Okazaki 
was murdered and less than two miles away in Monterey Park, the same 
assailant dragged Tsai-Lian Yu from her car and shot her repeatedly. He 
drove away from the lightly traveled, well-lit neighborhood, leaving his 
victim’s car behind. 

The 30-year-old student lived with her family in a middle-income 
neighborhood in Monterey Park. 

Family members say her death is still a “very painful subject.” 

A sister said in Chinese that they did not want to talk about “this 
misfortune that has visited upon our family.” 




















Wmmg 


■ ’ t*. • • ' .*• il*'** ; , ■'- 


# 1 * 


tpiSp 

mmm 




mm 


pii 


y»W£E gilANP MAXINE ZAZZAR A 

MarchV27 ' * 


, - --- r v* «wmc uii uie 

ie head,, was foundling 

Tlio Wfc, ,..■ ?■ 


■ Wmani'Doi^M-prove#^^ 

dealership arid' placed 
flient on a family yari. 
noon he told neighbors aboutlne 
•yehicle arid tSked exditedly about 
. touring 'the state.' He 'suffered -a 
heart attack three years ago, and 
his wife had suffered a stroke, but 
both werd“feeling%etter arid were 
looking forward to '' , ‘imhg it up!” -V!'. : 
*;Early_lie next morning; an as-« 
sailant'crawled .through an open' 
window^ih *5heir Monterey Park 
h°riie» siioCj'liim ,.jin .the,'head and 
assaulted ms' wife. -Doi managed to 
■t^ephorieffie^emergency §11 num-. 
■her before '‘losing' /consciousness. 
His call, whibh flashed>his-address, 
police ‘ dispatcher's screen as. 
IrejSOSlHg, saved his wite’ g )ifc 3 


vals, the beach,'gjjl^^^Msaid 
I Overheaririglieft^^^^pM/her 

i son sobbed^'! 3^^^^^#dpa 
B 

said jhe -and i)bi used to ‘’have’ 
rambling-philosophical conversa¬ 
tions. fg • ; . • { I-V/.tr.‘; 

“He 'worked hard and loved his 
Jaguar,'Cadillac arid nice horrid. But 
■in spite"-jri,all that .he. told me 1 
seyerartimes that we have to share 1 
our lives v ^id‘thoughts with’'each' 
other . ibrietause in the end that’s : 
all we ready havelV 
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MAX AND LELA KNEIDING 

Glendale,' Juiy 20 -' 41 >. 
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pset, they .had que; 
tch eood neonle?” . 
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department store. 







































^-.rtJoyce Nelson,' a petite'61 -year. 

; old' Monterey Park grandmother 
Mdved goif .and Gienn Miller music 
•She lived alone in a white.-.shut- 
'tered a pleasant Monterey 

Park’pS^M’Srhood, not’jfar from 
where^Iff^ Doi, Dayletlkazaki 
• k arid Tsai-Lian Yii had been mur- 
.'dered. > •> % w'".;,! 1 / 

' . In .the weeks before she died, 
/•Nelson arid'a'friend talked about 
‘ the rash of jnurders in their com-! 
munity.' “I was fussing at ier„ blit 
•.she told me that people can’t, live 
/their lives in fear.” i 

.j "?,•For 32 years. Nelson, had worked 


CHAINARONG 






: ers said, she did cartwheels daily 
’■ down the aisle before woric.jrf 'Y 
friend, who als 


aw^.lT3IFTTT;jpr^ 


worked’1‘tjG.oait, planned to retire 
next year so they could spend more 
time playing-golf. V-rt" , 

She spent hours helping, friends' 
and family with chores and teach¬ 
ing her'grandchildren how to play 
Scrabble. ’ The week before she 
died, she went shopping with her 
13-year-old 'granddaughter. .The 
last time her family saw her was 




asleep on the couch watching, tele-'- 
viaonfi-Hpurs.'jlaterV im assailant 
crdwfied^'through a 'Window arid 
bludgeoned her to death.; - . 

JSeveral neighbors later told po-' 
lice' that ''around % AhL/iheylhad 
heard a 1 dog barking,' bushes, ru®v, 

.•A.vPvJMf.r ,if A* '•* * • * *■ Aw:. I 


• The last time Chainarong Khov- 
arianth’s sister saw her brother 
alive was on her daughter’s birth¬ 
day. -'*!■. 

' ij’/Hejhad been to Mexico and 
brought her back a beautiful leath¬ 
er jacket. He loved her like he did 
hisowri,” she said tearfully. 
:|khovaiianth, a 32-year-old 
parking attendant who immigrated 
from Thailand-10 years ago, lived 
with tifc children in a 

small 'tanc %gtt&e that abuts a 
"freew^tnS^^ilwy. •.. . 

|A quiet, friendly man, Khovan- 
anth .loved to spend hours in his 
y$d gardening;' 

&An assailant stalked through 
that garden around 6 a.m. July 20, 
entering ;the .house and fatally 
shooting KhoVananth. He then,tied, 
upland beat Khovanarith’s wife, 
Somkid, rand his 8.-year-old son. 

; Both survived. "A 2V$-year-old 
daughter. slept through the ordeal 
•and was' not harmed. Khovananth 
Was. buried with a deck of.playing 
...cards at his side, relatives said. ■/. *. 
-J*He loved blackjack,” his sister 
explained. “But it wasn’t really the 
card game Jhe liked. It was-^being 
,i^8 h]to fama lyl'friend s,! •.-'.'piqk ing 
















'^Mabel 'Beil, 84, and her invalid 
sister, Florence Lang, 81, had spent 
the' last.-25 years ..in |the'5nodest' 
home framed with irbses'rah'd a 


.•Living high above the Sari 6a- 
bnel Valley on a -lonely winding 


road, " they 'had drily .'one close 
neighbor.-BeU liked it that way, but 
her relatives wome^\-$i$; 

. Born' in Kentucky Ma^Bdl, 
herJamUy^fcaUed.lK^rjridved M 
California 35 years^ago.'’Widow*’ 


PATTY ELAINE HIGGINS 

Arcadia, June 27 ' .: ' -\ 


■The first time the ^Monrovia 
School District’s personnel director 
met Patty ' Elaine' 'Higgins, ‘.she 
could not imagine how the guiet 
“frail-looking wisp'of a'.woman” 
could possibly handle's roomful of 
aggressive special education stu- 
dents'%. ".^ 

■ “But. we.found she had a confi¬ 
dence,'•inner'ispirit "and strength 
that . was “amazing,” ^6ie director 
said. “She'’sperit a great deal of 


In the aftermath of t^|_trag£sly, 
maiiy area residents have, barred 
-then- doors, - k^ed. thefr^wuifiows 
arid have held'siumber‘partfes .and 
all-night vigUs]&* h^p^them'^eal 
with the long hoi^ before dayr^.jv 
“They were wonderful - people; 
we won’t say anyiriore,” said close 
friends'. ?We’re afraid to'talk. So is 






secretary forJVJerrion Tool ,Co 
suppdrt her twochildren. !&&,£> 
not a ynshinglieir5hvalid sistertp’-- 
institutidrialized.'took hef'irito' her 


.'She was the center of.. ... 
which included 12 grmidchildren. 
Two of those she hel 


;:isiall town near PittsburgK^tfter 
graduating from .coilege^sM. be¬ 
came a - counselor for emotidnally 
disturbed boys and laterjtaught 
disabled students in VirgiriSS' 



Wc .‘v/.J •. . *!*«.*% v . M . 

; % ;Mafy Louise Cannon t 75,.a wid^ 
ow, lived in^&M^a; less' thari ,two - 
miles from where Miss Higgins was' 
murdered. • / * . .• --»v 

' 4 ’; Her husband died two years ago, 


r £ She "moved to Californiaml979 ; 
^Fewpeople'knew her well?’ one 
friend said. “She wasn't, one that! 
told life secrets the first time she 
met someone. But she had .some 
very close friends who were very ■ 
fecial to her.” \ . *‘-'afi v 

!- .. On June 27, she worked late at 
Bradoaks School, decorating her 
room and getting ready for summer 
school. 

She apparently arrived at mid¬ 
evening at the bungalow in Arcadia 
that she shared with.her pet cocker 
spaniel. She had no next-door 
neighbors -because her house 
stands between a real estate office 
and a construction site on a dimly 
lit street near Santa Anita'Park. 
Higgins did not show up at school 
ion July 2, arid (jo-workers, "cpri- - ; 

J 1 _T_L’. 211 


‘gvHe found her partially clad body 
in -the bathroom. Her throat had 
beeri slashed. Police believe,"that 







.UUltiCl. UUt.OUV., na*j «»* uiuv^v**** 

'entworiian wficrhad the Strength to. 
reS&und. 

V-^brri on a farm riear Downey, 
Cannon. attended business school 
and married Darrel Cannon, a local 
horse trairief'-and'.kept books-for 
thembusiness.-g % 4 . ..- : * 

-‘Mrs. - -Cannon, who enjoyed nee¬ 
dlepoint, her roses and visiting 


with her five granddaughters, had 
recently redecorated her house 
with new carpeting and furniture. 
She was looking forward to : a trip to 
Australia, with a senior Citizens’ 
group. 

• -On July 1, she was in. a minor 
traffic accident Her .car was dam 
aged, and a police officer gave her a 
ride home. ‘ ,~:.r - .• " v '' 

-..^The next morning a neighbor 
went into her house after finding 
.that a screen had been pulled off a 
front window; iHe. called. police 
after he fourid-belongings strewn 
about the’place. - •' >-w V? ft- 
Police found Mrs. Caimon in the 
back of the house, with.her throat 

slit - !■>?.' V. fe 4" *' ■ 

. .Two moriths later, her son said 
•that the horror of the murder really 
.hitjwhen he visited the" house. “I 
all the fingerprint powder all 
.W^fthe walls and large chunks of 
new carpeting dug up by police 
1^evidence.”,- 
















































..V3 can fly.'^Peter Pan told new! 
acquaintances wiUi a straight face 
when repeatedly quizzed about the' 
similarity 'between his. name ; 
that of the story book character. 

. Pan, 66, who was born in Taiw 


'ikm 


hard-worker who did his job with¬ 
out complaint and got along well 
with co-workers,” his boss said. '• .• 
He kept a photograph of his 
3-year-old granddaughter On his 
desk. • - v ; •' *-'•••> 

DQfiri'g the night of Aug. 17, an 
intrUd^eiftered the Pans’ home in 
the liake^ide District of Sari Fran¬ 
cisco 'through an unlocked window.. 
.-;jPari' and ( his wife,:64; w4re both 
shot ib the head. They were'found 
the next morning by one of their 
three children, who stopped by for 
g visit Pari had djed'of his wounds. 

g s wife, ! bank";ilerk,‘. : is in-stable 
nditionrit San Francisco General 
■Hospital, "where 'for 16 years'her 
husband worked as an accountant. 
:te“He -was .very proud to be an 


ways taiiced aooui how yalus 
•freedom 
■v' He added:, “He was a pacifist. He 
hated violence." »-.i- 







He preys mainly' 
on the most 
vulnerable—, 
children,, women : 
living alone, : 
eldefly couples. -..*• - 

f^dcie^WinSdwr%! 


pre-dhwn hours, 
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stabbed;6r^bludgeoned v Some ^eo- 

. -in^oni© Stases." women* were 
•SvTergsa'Beyerle:heard the Night 'sexually ■dsMtiUted. Often'' but not 
|Stdik«re-fiKt“dfea&ly/sh6t -^^'^w^i'hpuBes.wae ransacked.'% 
.^SheTwas ' inside ^herVRosemeaU s® riaI . killings, ^there’s 

condominium '.pn-'the /night" of. %ome.degree of consistency.’-Block 
March ’^17 =§when ; 4|he'Jsoixnd'iipf' "said; -//^erial^kill.ers vgo ..tafte^ja 
giinfire .came from the'kitch’en of ./P^riicular^kihd pf victim. There’s 
het;.Wghbor/Ddyte’tikazakil?^Fivn9jdi^eh2y here,.either in race, 
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.??-■ Joyce Nelson,'60,. jyasjshot .to 
death inside her hbme on CArlight 
Street in'Monterey 1 Park fpmjujy 
'•^dMaxbn Knbfding, '68,v|nd‘;LeIa 
Kneiding, 64, were sho’t.to’Jledth at 
their home on Stanley'Kyenu$'fa 
Glendale between'dand 2.nm.''Juiy 


i Chainarong v^Chova^ttth,^32; 
died jof .a. gUnshbi’Jwpund to -the 
chest while asleep'in his . home 'on 
Schoenbrun Street '.m"Bun'.!-y alley 
dess than^Uiree .ihoure' latter the 
Kneidings were. inurderbd. ; KhovahP 
anth’s wife and.8-year-old son were 
tied iup ; and beaten iforj Several' 
hours after the shooting. "Khovan-; 
anth’s 2-year-old daughter was un¬ 
harmed. More'lthan $30,000 in 
money and jewelry ; was taken from 
their house. .*>■«>&■? -V 

. ■ Elyas Abowath,28, died; .of a 
gunshot wound .to the head in an 
attack between 2 and 4 a.m. August 
8. Abowath was killed inside his 
Pinehill Lane house in Diamond 
Bar. His wife was beaten by the! 
suspect. .The.couple’s two sons, ages 
3 and 3'months, were hot handed. 

■ Peter H. Pan, 66, was found 
dead ..inside his. Eucalyptus Street 
•home ' in 1 'San’:Francisco on the 
morning of £ug. 18. He. was shot in 
,-the head sometime'duriiig.the night 
/ibefpre.-His wife, Bm-bara, 62, also 
was shot in the head. She remains 
hospitalized in .stable' condition. f 1 

The kmings'have aroused great' 
fear among many peoplein areas hi 
•iwhich attackshave been reported.!' 

• feesidents'have deluged 'authorities j 
.with -tips on' the casej;rushed to; 
form' neighborhood-watch groups! 
and beefed up'Jipme security. gjr* 
X;In some -casbs, neighbors ijf 
-victims eveiitaik of moving away!.. 
Heyerle, who "'lived next, to' the' 
tNight Stalker's, first.Victim- said; she' 
’and her husband piamtoi'easetheir 
^condominium '.and find a new 

'/'S' 

' - ■! “We’ve decided we. don’t want.to. 
^stick. around,”,’.she ; said. '“We l ike I 
hx&teaSeift. but'not'ihis~ find. • 
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Night Stalker kills young and old 


United Press International 

.Here is a chronological listoftL 
attacks listed as the work oflhjjjfo' 
•called Night Stalker. 

• -March 17, Rosemead — 
Okazaki is killed and her room¬ 
mate Maria Hernandez is wounded 
in an attack in a condominium. 

• March 17. Monterey Park — 

Tsal-lian Yu. 30. is pulled from her 
car in the 500 block of Alhambra 
Avenue and shot several times. She 
died the next day. . • 

• March 27, Whittier (nearby 
unincorporated area) — Vincent 
Zazzara. 64. is beaten to death and 
his wife, Maxine, 44, is stabbed to 
death. Attacker enters through an 
open door. Their bodies are found 
bv a business acquaintance March 
29. 

• May 14. Monterey Park —Wil¬ 


liam Doi, 66. is shot to death in his 
home. 

- May 29, Monrovia — Mabel 
a-Bell, 84, is fatally, beaten. She dies 
1 July 15. Her roommate, Florence 
Lang, 81, also is badly beaten in the 
same attack. Women found June 2 
by a gardener. 

• June .28, Arcadia —' Patty 
- JSlaine Higgins, 32,. is slain, her 

- IhFoat slashed. .’ 

Uulv 1, Arcadia — Mary Can- 
,-aion, .75’, rriies -with her throat 
^slashed. 

. * July 7, Monterey Park — Joy¬ 
ce Nelson, 60, is beaten to death in 
.her home. 

• July 20,-Los Angeles (Sun Val- 
ley area) — Chainarong 

-Khovanath, 32, slain in his home. 
His wife beaten and raped -and 
their 8-year-old son was beaten. An 
estimated $30,000 in jewels and 


cash were stolen. Suspect flees in a 
maroon-colored Pontiac Grand 
Prix with a damaged right front 
fender. . _ 

• July 20. Glendale — Maxson 

Kneiding,-68. and his wife, Lela 
Ellen, 66, are shot to death in their 
.home. • • . ; 

-••• Aug. 8, Diamond Par— Elyas'. 
Abowath,.35, is shot to-death in his 
home. His -wife is beaten. Their 
two children, ages 3 and 3 months, 

• were not harmed. 

• Aug. 18. San Francisco — 
Peter Pan, 66, shot and killed in 
bed. His wife, Barbarba. 64, is shot 
and beaten but survived. The at- 

.-lacker entered through an un¬ 
locked window. The house war 
ransacked. The attack was 
positively linked to the Nighi 
Stalker. . ■ 
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evidence link. the “^lley Jntni^- -. factors—including' the .’fact " 'that 
er” to killings in Sgjf JYsjicisco and many of the victims—.‘.‘a dispropor- 


■the' Los - Angel 
..iearned Friday. 

. ■ 'These links are 


k it.was 

f Vl ;> ';■ X. 


. 'These links are®ki to be ballis¬ 
tics tests, ‘messages'scrawled on 
walls and a "distinctive” piece of 
'evidence the killer leaves behind in 
the homes of his'victims! Not all 
' three types of evidence are found 
in each of the cases. »> ;. • - •* 

. Meanwhile, at a news conference 
late Friday, Los Angeles. County 
Sheriff Shefman R. Block said “We 
ThaVe'Aow'.aefiriitely "tied 14 mur- ; 
J ’ders "(including the one in San 
i Francisco) i ;to - .this 'individual arid 
.possibly as many :| as r 33 individual 
cases that have occufred.” *5^' • 
Before the announceraerit irives- 
1, tigators '.had .iinketl-ithe' killer 1(6 
' ohly seven deaths , (five others 
were under" investigation)' and a 
•, "total of .27 'attacks^ ‘including '15 
v - rapes, beafmgs’pr^driapings. The 
sheriff said detrnls of theridchtipnal 
murders and other crimes would be 
. released late Friday.' ‘I*; * 

(•• '•Sari 'Francisco'Mayor f)iari’ne 

• Feihstein told a hews- conference 
:' earlier'in the day that thebaiUstics 

• tests establisheif the tie bbtweehA 
' i weekend' ho'micide^.&ere ’ and" at 
’ least two of the’13 slayings' in the 
jSari - .'%'FerfiainSp’; ‘andean- '/Jabriei 


donate number,” as one investiga- 
torput it—are of Asian descent. 


>which thejmler has used a weapon 
^otherithanlh^i^^r&^related by 


ithe vfctiriis.'This evidence has been 


iiPohpe, tp.'rule out •”cbpv1 cats.*r-tiie' 
' (pfficiaT saicL 
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-- -Th e tearifHas s’ent.denial chart? 
'-..believed to b%TOT*f the k%r » 
• *v>'in r> nm dentists in the Los 



An eel es area. .:ine,;Ciicu u> <=*-“- 
obtained from' 

business card wasteundrn astolen 

automobile. Investigators, .beheye 

that the car, recovered m.March, 


VsctiMed 9t\: *•'-*;' 

wall was found., ^: 
m both the home. . 

. .in which the San 
Francisco couple V|. 
.•’were, attacked ~J v ¥, 
^dinthehorpe^- 

• Victim in the LOs 3 p 
■- Angeles area.^^^ 


;;hatf 'been 

"during the abducuoaof a ch^cTThe 

• dentist told police that the : pa 

ihent—who had used a phopy nar^e 

; *nd address and .-had paid 111 
‘■■‘cash—matched the description 6f 
. hinder. Investigators say ut¬ 
ile further evidence, w recovered 


P+,? v 

ft* 

Continued from ?age* .7'• -I 

'lOs-wth'gapp& arid rotten teeth. , • 
-Sthu^day, Block confu-med 
that the intruder had been linked to < 
SSlind footing in San flran;. 
r ierfis n ‘tha£rleft accountant Peter 
Pan's .wife, 

^Kn Friday Weinstein also an- 

wS' ke°vE 

S&sg! 

SSS c a^« 5 »<““ 5“ 

Seles said the tests showed that 
Kun used oh the Pans was also 
usedin two murders here—-one m 

^Soii' Feasioi Mid the pfflhkl 

gSSS«3£SS«S: 

me? butths San Frsncisco mayor . 

JsSjgg^^mi 

worn, an 

“XifKSSthis vicious 

SS^E&SSiSv 
r^wNo^&sfrh 1 ; 


f.Messagc on r. ^ . i . j, .^. , -- 

• 'Other' sources ’said another 

S^«4fid5fS 


' •Sources, clqsejojhe case have 

declined to'describe-the words 

Siedpn the walk> 

deny they were Jack the Ripper, 

as reported by some 

The FBI has prepared a psycholog- 

fS profile of the Valley Intruder 

based on information provided by 

x- -L ^nnaific Pnnntv sheriffs depu 



tiesVLos Angeies 

othe'r'Los Angeles-^rea.peace offi-v 

q an Francisco, said San Francisco 

police are Providing addition^ in¬ 
formation that will he sent to the 
FBI Academy in Quantico, Va., tq 

co^nce 

Block also criticized some poUc? 
aee ncies and news organizations 
for releasing what j».ejltad 
crucial, sensitive information . • 
Sardine the search for the killer., .a- 
' ®;-!This places our community m 
teonardy . .1 ."-and it impedes our 
ab&ty to go forward 
investigation, he said, 

-Times staff Writers' MarjOj 
Stein and Dan Morain contribute 
to this story. 



fender—was spotted near »«».»»> 
car was seen near theTjome 0? jjpej 

*griSs^tsti^f 

described by survivors as a curly, 
haired man in his late 20 s,or eary. 


' “ r nriiipe Official said tne suouc 
u ! ^-S2finitp" ”evidence that links 

kinky, v ^ ' 
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BoTice in j >anta Monicahave been I 
investigating a Night Stalker connec- 
tion to the" rape-slaying of Jean M. 
Wildish, 48, in her 14th Street apart¬ 
ment during the' early morning hours 
of Aug:17,-hutWildish was not on the 
list of now cases Block attributed to 
the kilier^f the press conference. 

. Block complained the news media 
has disseminated sensitive- infor¬ 
mation that had been’given to police | 
agencies,-saying “that information 
has significantly jeopardized the in¬ 
vestigation” and endangered “the 
glafety of this community.” ' •; 

It . was reported earlier Friday 
that , the killing of an elderly San 
Francisco accountant and the slay¬ 
ings of the other victims in .several 
Los Angeles suburbs had been linked 
by ballistics tests and two other, 
kinds of evidence. * 

San Francisco Mayor Dianne) 
Feinstein revealed the ballistics con-i 
nectioii at a news conference in 
which she appealed for public help to 
identify the suspect. 

- Media reports said two other 
similarities — messages scrawled on 
walls and an undisclosed piece of ■ 
evidence left in the homes of the 
victims — led investigators to con¬ 
nect the various killings. * .. /• ’• 
The reports said the evidence left 
in .the homes, which a police official 
described as “subtle but definite” 
and “.common but not kinky,’’/would 
allow investigators to rule ou t an y 
copy cat'slayings. . 

. They -also said the killingsg^i 
believed committed by the 
man’were hot linked in all the same 
waj^T./p•J*.... "• .V v 

••Block refused to say whether any 
links were common to all 14 slay¬ 
ings, but added, “There seems to be 
no consistency in victims — race, 
sex or age.”w-V‘> i - *?*..: 

' He also said the method of entry, 
slipping into_ darkened homes 
thro ugh unlocked, doors or windows 
t^^fe 'victims^sleep. was still the 
l&|j|§|k in the probe. ’ ’j 

earlier Friday appealed 
t oljier city’ s residents to supply, in- 
fonnation about the. killer suspected 


BTiaainsimiflTa.iaHis 


critically .-wounding;■ JITS'... 
Barbara, 64, in Iheifjhpme 'Sunda 
morning. - ' •!?/ 

.“Someone has rentedI (the^killer) 
'a .foprnj.'ari apartment/ nr m'some 
way comp.^^ntact!^&'^tadi^ 
vidual,” F]einstein told reporters'.; -V-,, 
. .‘“This is .someone who will go into 

n'UnmA Wf niriiif £n/t HU Ha lrillc at 


random cmidren, women ana.men. ( t 
^She^sp 'ahhounced. a $10,000 re¬ 
ward for information'leading to'the 
killer’s arrest and conviction, rais¬ 
ing to more than $35,000 the amount 
offered for his capture. , ■ 

•; LoV Angeles County' supervisors 

last week fcsued a $10,000. rewaro, 
and public'dohafions swelled the sum 
to more than $20,000. Another $5 000 
was put up by the city of Arcadia, 
one of the suburban communities 
whose residents have been ter¬ 
rorized by the killings. . 

-Los.‘'Angeles detectives also 
(circulated a flyer to dentists who 
may have worked on the curly-hair- 
ed suspect’s badly stained and 
eapped-teeth. - • - > ’ 

San Francisco police said one 
Southern California dentist had told 
, detectives he worked on a man 
matching the killer’s description 
But the patient paid in cash and 
Q PP arpr| tlv gave a phony name, frus 
















Herald staff writers 


S AN FRANCISCO — This city began trembling yesterday with! 
the same-fear and panic that has shaken Los Angeles in recent’ 
weeks, as authorities linked the vicious Night Stalker serial killer 
to a murder here. .... • 

The place that enjoys being so different from Los Angeles suddenly; 
possessed"*strikingly similar characteristics: fearful residents, increased) 

- ---'police patrols and distribution of a] 

haunting, police artist’s composite 
sketch of a curly-haired man with, 
gapped, discolored teeth. 


It’s that man — believed respon¬ 
sible for at lea g^mga murders in 
the San Gabridg|||||pan Fernando 
' valleys — who |||i§’|||ere describe 
as the suspect iI®SSt|)|Linside a 
San Francisco home|p|§§|| this i 
week. The incident lefS|g||SJ-year- i 
old man dead and his 'iHSlIously 
wounded. 

Both were shot once in the head 
i with a small-caliber gun after .some- 
; one broke into their home, aufggfgg ?• 
ties said. 

Killed was Peter Pan, ; 

accountant at San Francisco 
eral Hospital. His 62-year-old wife, 
Barbara, a Crocker Bank employee, 
remains hospitalized in stable con- ’ 
dition. She has not provided a) 
description of her attacker to inves¬ 
tigators. 

San Francisco police said the 
connection between the attack here 
and two cases in Los Angeles was 
based on physical evidence found 
at the murder scene. . 

“There are very, very direct 
similarities,” said Cmdr. Frank Jor- 1 
dan of the San Francisco Police \ 
Department The evidence includes • 
a message the killer scrawled at the “ 
Pan home, according to a source) 
close to the investigation. - 

In addition, the source said, a 
1978 Pontiac Grand Prix linked to 
one of the Los Angeles cases was 
spotted near the Pans’ house. The 
car is either maroon or brown and 
has several dents. * - ; 

' To emphasize the importance of 
the case, San Francisco Police Chief 
Cornelius Murphy met yesterday J 
with other top-level police officials j 
and representatives from the de- 


cers on patrol were shown the 
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Portola 


19th Ave. 


Area where 
couple was 
attacked 


Sioath Blvd. 


Lake \S 
Merced 


Daly City 


Map, right, shows San Francisco home 
of Peter Pan, who Bay Area police say -\ 
may be latest victim of Night Stalker, 


Night Stalker moves north 


Stalker/Continued from A-1 

composite drawing of the suspect. 

‘‘When it’s likely hell strike 
again, we neeg^tafe^lthe steps 
necessary,” 

Los Angg^^fjp^f&Sheriff 
Sherman .apartment 

iscoordinatt^ ^^ ^^^y inves¬ 
tigation of also 

confirmed link to 

the mass murderer yesterday. The 
suspect might be responsible for at 
least 30 attacks in the Los Angeles 
area, according to task force mem¬ 
bers. . 

He attacks his victims after 
entering darkened homes fflgjgjg h 
unlocked doors or wind®sjg^s 
weapons have included aQf^fa 
knife and a blunt instrumiSfe-^- • 

Los Angeles’ 1 County sheriff’s 
officials said yesterday that no 
other murders are being reviewed 
by Night Stalker investigators. 
However, because the killer ap¬ 
pears to have moved to San Fran¬ 
cisco doesn’t mean he won’t return, 
they said. 

" •“We don’t want our community 
to drop its guard,” said sheriff’s 
Deputy John Broussard. “They 
should treat the incident as if it 
took place here.” 

Los Angeles sheriff’s deputies 
'continue to be flooded with tips 
from citizens. “People see him all 
over the place,” one detective said 
yesterday. 

•y Official'-reaction , to the Night 
Stal ker here was exactly-the same 
as thatln LoS Angeles, with authori- 


“There are very , 
very direct 
similarities , ” 
including a 
message the killer 
scrawled at the 
San Francisco 
victims' home. 

Cmdr. Frank Jordan 

San Francisco Police Department 




police - : I xt 

plainclothes officer- 
streets last night, 
‘"This will continue 


of the Pans. “We’re talking about 
> ^-installing bars over the windows or 

- Very, SllifliSIng in an alarm. 

P never thought about that . 

‘mMMke, but this is very serious.” I 
S, ” The Lakeside District where the ] 

Pans were attacked is a quiet, 
(1 ■ residential area with rows of two- 

hill/ft* story homes lining the streets. 

~ Authorities believe the suspect 

It the entered the Pans’ house through a 

• side windo\|^s^pJfi£p?the street 

ISCO and neighb^’i^i^SfefSaturday : 

.«ip . night. The in their 

... - bedroom a gg#^|^%^anday by ' 

n • their son, live at 

:e Department ho ^ veryb ||Biifih y about : 
■ this,” said a neighbor who asked not 

to be identified. “We were hoping it 
nts to lock their was more of a gang thing than some 
and to be on.the sick guy.” •• 

San Francisco The man said he planned to 
ixtra 80 to 90 install bars over his windows and; 
t#$fi&trol city locked gates in front of his doors. 1 
■3lllip- One young woman living across ] 

indefi- the street from the Pans said she j 


•“i nis wiu conims^ssan maeii- me street irom tue r<u» sue > 
nite period until webfalMte what’s had taken extra precautions in 
next,” Jordan said. recent days, including placing a 

In the Pans’ upper-middle-class chair in front of her basement door, 
neighborhood near Lake Merced,- - “We’re making sure we’re lock- 
frightened residents said yesterday ing up more carefully,” said the 21- 
they were contemplating purchas- year-old, who also asked that her 
ing home alarms or securing their name not be used. “And we talk to. 
doors and windows. They were the our neighbors on the phone to 
s am p fears voiced in recent weeks check up and make sure every- 
by residents of such Los Angeles thing’s OK.” - 
County cities as Rosemead, Arcadia^x^ Like others, she too couldn’t 
Northridge and Diamond Bar -^all - quite believe the attack on the 
places hit by the Night Stalker. Pans. “It was a shock because I 
‘•‘I’m scared to death,” said Asya never thought anythin g-likq th is 
Mandelbaum, a next-door neighbor would happen here.” 
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Slaving of S.F. 
IMan Linked to 
Valley Intruder 

; By ERIC MALNIC, 

Times Staff Writer 

Homicide investigators have ' 
confirmed that a weekend slaying ; 
in San Francisco is linked to the • 
recent “Valley Intruder” killings; 
and assaults in the San Gabriel and 
■ San Fernando valleys, Los Angeles 
County Sheriff Sherman R. Block ; 

I said Thursday. ! 

The Sheriffs Department de- • 
dined to reveal how the attacks in 
cities 400 miles apart were related, 
saying only that clues found there 
have convinced members of a spe¬ 
cial task force sent to San Francis¬ 
co that there is a common denomi¬ 
nator. 

“We can’t say that it is the same 
individual (who committed the San 
j Francisco slaying), only that it is 
: related,” said Sgt. John Broussard 
S Of the Sheriffs Information Bu- 
reau. "It would be poor investiga¬ 
tion to rule out copycats or addi¬ 
tional suspects.” 

Clues Withheld 

Broussard said the clues found in 
San Francisco and evidence found 
here cannot be made public at this 
time for fear of compromising the 
continuing investigation. 

The Valley Intruder—described 
by survivors as a gap-toothed, 
curly headed man in his late 20s or 
; early 30s—is believed responsible 
for at least seven killings, and 
perhaps as many as a dozen, as well 
as 15 rapes, beatings and kidnap- : 
*- ings in the Los Angeles area since 

last March. 

Now, investigators say, he is the , 
i prime suspect in the attack in San 
Franci sco on accountant Peter Pa p, 

166 , aMTSfTs wife, Barbara. t>4. J. 
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L S^^lagncisco police say the 
-Pai^:%l^:shot with a small-cali- 
'ber--#^^fi by an intruder who 
• apparently entered their Lakeside 
District home through an unlocked 
door or window sometime between 
10 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. 
•,.^;a?day. The assailant ransacked 
ji|t5$;home before fleeing, investiga- 
said, but they were unsure if 
anything had been taken. 

. The Pans were found Sunday 
morning by a son who stopped by 
for a visit Peter Pan, an account¬ 
ant, was dead at the scene. His wife 
' was taken to San Francisco Gener- 



AraorialKl Press 


Peter Pan 

al Hospital, where she was report¬ 
ed in stable condition Thursday. 

San Francisco police would re¬ 
lease no further details of the 
investigation, but Capt. Diarmuid 
Philpott did say that 70 extra 
officers have been assigned to the 
Pan slaying and that patrols 
throughout the city have been 
increased. 

Also, undercover officers were 
briefed at a meeting Thursday 
night on the modus operandi of the 
Vall ey Intru der, who usually slips 
into darkened homes through un¬ 


locked doors and windows, attacks 
victims as they sleep and' then 
ransacks the home. 

Some of those slain here were 
shot, others were stabbed or beat-; 
en. Several of those slain and i 
assaulted were sexually abused, 
including at least one male. j 

The first killing attributed to the i 
Intruder occurred March 17, when 
Dayle Okazaki, 35, was found shot 
to death in her condominium in 
Rosemead. About an hour later, 
investigators said, a man walked up 
to a car in which Tsal-lian Yu, 30, 
was sitting alone at an intersection : 
in Monterey Park and shot her to 
death. I 

On June 1, Mabel Bell, 84, and 
her sister, Florence Lang, 81, were ; 
found severely beaj^,jn their ‘ 
home in Monrovia. MaMfSSl died; 
Florence Lang is sti&«sstf "■* • escing ' 
in a nursing home. ] < 

On June 28, Patty Elaine Hi'g- ' 
gins, 32, was found dead at her • 
home in Arcadia. Police said her : 
throat had been slashed. Four days 1 
later, the body of another Arcadia ■ 
resident, Mary Cannon, 75, was 
found in her home. Her throat also 
had been slashed. . ; 

Killed While Sleeping 

On July 20, Chainarong Khavthi- 
ath, 32, was shot to death:^,j-'hi.' " 
slept in his home in Sun VallUyiLffe .. 
wife was assaulted and ' 

year-old son was beatens..-®^g v 
weeks after that, Elyas Abd^f^.-. 
35, was shot to death in his hbitfelir 
Diamond Bar and his wife was 
assaulted. j 

“He is extremely diversified, ! 
cunning and very dangerous,” i 
Broussard said. The sheriff’s ser- { 
geant warned that linking the | 
intruder to a crime in the Bay Area . 
does not mean that residents here 
should relax their vigilance. 

“We’re still telling people (here) 
to lock up and light up,” Broussard 
said. "We don’t want to give a false 
sense of security.” 

While detectives have said noth¬ 
ing about the clues linking the 1 
attacks. Dr. Harvey Sch lpssberg, a 
forensic psychologist in New York, 




























_ Associated Press 

f ^ _ *> 

Reporter and detectives outside house wh ere killing OtCOrred. 
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Night Stalker 
may have 
hit Bay Area 

L.A. investigators 
meeting S.F. police 


By Mailt S. Wamick 

Hera ld staff writer _ 

A brutal murder inside a San 
Francisco home last weekend could 
be linked to recent attacks commit¬ 
ted by the Night Stalker, the vicious 
serial killer terrorizing the San 
Gabriel and San Fernando valleys, j 
authorities said yesterday. 

Two investigators from the Los • 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment task force working on the ' 
Night Stalker case went to San 
Francisco yesterday to confer with ; 
police there about a possible con- \ 
nection between the attacks, ac- .• 
cording to officials. •: 

"Because of certain similarities 
between a murder case in this city 
and the recent serial murders in . 
the Los Angeles area, investigators 
from both jurisdictions are meeting 
to determine if the cases are 
related,” said Officer Joanne Welsh . 
of the San Francisco Police Depart- ' 
ment. : 

The Night Stalker has been ' 
linked to 14 attacks — including ; 
seven murders — in the Los Ange- | 

les area and might be responsible 
for as many as 30 such incidents, 
according to investigators. . . 

He attacks his victims after 
entering darkened homes through 
unlocked windows or. doors. . . | 

The investigators went north at: 
the request of San Francisco police,; 
said sheriff's department Deputy 
Joe Garza. It was the first time 
members of the task force have 
traveled out of the area to look at a 
case that may be linked to the 
crime wave in the valleys, he said. 

“At this point, we’ve got a big. 
nothing,” Garza said of the possibil¬ 
ity that the Night Stalker commit-, 
tea the San Francisco murder.. 
“We’ve gone to check some infor¬ 
mation and that’s it" - 

• San FT & icisco police refused to 
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discuss or even iden tify thp ^ cp 
. being investigated, but it is believed 
to involve a brutal assault on an 
.elderly couple inside the bedroom 
of their Lakeside district: home.! 
That attack, which left a 66-year-old! 
man dead and his. wife, seriously, 
wounded, is the most recent San! 
Francisco murder with similarities; 
to the Night Stalker cases. 

The murder victim, -Peter Pan, 
died of a gunshot wound to the: 
... according to a police report.' 
ftegfon — who does not live at the 1 
febcre — found him lying in his bed 
'jgiwjt 10 a ^fet day, the report 

!*! Jiffcrbara- was discovered; 

"jWrthe becsffiramfloor, seriously' 

; wounded from a gunshot wound toj 
' the head. She also may have been' 
beaten by her attacker, police said.' 

Pan re mains hospitalized in sta-| 

ble. condition. .«• 

The couple was last seen alive 
about 8:30 p.m. Saturday by a 
daughter who had been visiting for 
dinner, police said. 

Several neighbors questioned by 
investigators said they noticed un¬ 
usual occurrences outside their 
homes between ‘9 and 10 p.m. 
Saturday. One neighbor saw a light 
j shine by her window curtain and 
another said she heard “a baby 
crying. or whimpering,” according 
to the. police report. ’ v.. 

Both neighbors said they looked 
outside to investigate, but didn’t see 
or hear anything further. 

Another -man- living near the 
Pans in the upper middle class 
neighborhood told police he saw 
the couple’s front light on about 10 
p.m. Usually, the man said, the 
couple’s home was dark at that 
time. r ■■■ . ; 

- San Francisco police said the 
suspect entered the Pans’ house 
through a side window or door on 
the ground level of the two-story 
hou se. They would not say if th e 
suspect forced .his way inside. 






State of siege in San Marino 
during Night Stalker search 


By MarkS. Wamlck 

Herald staff writer 
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As helicopter lights illumi¬ 
nated the area and authorities 
ordered people behind locked 
doors, frightened residents of a 
neighborhood in posh San Marino 
became prisoners in their own 
homes during a frantic search for 
a fleeing suspect said to resemble 

the vicious Night Stalker. 

The residents, told only of "a 
police action in operation,” re¬ 
mained inside for nearly five 
I hours Monday night as a loud-,: 

| speaker blared warnings and po- 
j lice dogs sniffed the yards of ; 
j nearly 100 houses, 
j . “It gave us a real strange’ 
i feeling of being trapped,” said 

, homeowner F&abeth. -Johnson. 

)' - The unsuccessful search was 
called off early yesterday, when 
! investigators became convinced the 
1 subject of the manhunt had fled 
and was not the brutal serial killer. 

{ -Several hours later, however, the 
I7-year-old suspect surrendered to 
Monterey Park police. He told 
authorities he ran because he has 
an- outstanding juvenile warrant. 

.. Rolice said yesterday the youth 
was not considered the suspected 
Night Stalker, who has been linked 
to at least 14 attacks — including : 
seven murders — in the San Gabriel 
and San Fernando valleys. The 
teen-ager was not held, although 
authorities' said he could be i 
charged with resisting arrest. . I 
Monday night’s search included 
low-flying helicopters, four police 
canine units and more than 40 
offij:ers from six local law-enforce¬ 
ment agencies. It scared ’home- 
owners in the two-block area — 
bounded by San Gabriel Boulevard, 
Lorain Road, Blackstone Road and 
Huntington Drive — and prompted 
an unprecedented number of tele¬ 
phone calls to the San . Marino 
Police Department. 

. "Our switchboard was so del¬ 
uged that calls were being for¬ 
warded into individual phones in 
the office,” said police Capt.'Jack D. 
Yeske. “It's the firstjtime, I’ve ever 
seen that happen/’ JK %,• 

Some residents said they "were' 
eating dinner when the search 
began, while many others were 
watching television or relaxing out¬ 
side. * ' ■;,_ .. 

-Instructions .from^a helicopter 
loudspeaker ordered residents to go' 
ins ide — w ith their' pets -- Sock all 
doofs”artd windows ..ad'i’r'ISrn ' on 
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Resident Elizabeth Johnson says search "gave us a strange feeling of being trapped. 


outside lights. . . 

"We didn’t want another' victim 
and we didn’t want innocent people 
walking around back yards being 
confronted by police officers and 
dogs," Yeske said. 

The incident, which served to 
heighten anxiety in an area already 
alerted to the recent wave of 
attacks, left the neighborhood buzz¬ 
ing yesterday. 

“I don’t think I’m going out of 
the house without something in my 
' hands,” said resident Cecilia Blo- 
omquist. 

A member of a Neighborhood 
Watch group, Bloomquist said her 
block has made a commitment bo. 
watch out for each other. A neigh¬ 
bor who suspects something un¬ 
usual has her permission to search 
her back. yard, and .even look 
through a window, "she said. 

“Even if I was undressed, I 
wouldn’t feel it was an invasion of 
privacy,” she said. “I’d rather have 
that than something happen,” 
'.The inteh&Wei search began 
when the .teen-ager, whose name 
was not-releaseS,‘ran after .being 
stopped near San Gabriel Boule¬ 
vard at Huntington Drive about 8:30 
p.m. Monday. A San Marino police 
officer had noticed the youth was 
i driving erratically and had an 
expir ed regist ration, said police Lt. 
Hal Havens. 


As the officer tried to stop him,, 
the youth drove his car into ai 
driveway, jumped out and leaped a 
fence. The officer was within 10 to 
15 feet of the suspect, but could not 
catch him. Havens said. 

The officer immediately radioed 
authorities that the suspect 
matched the general physical de¬ 
scription of the Night Stalker.. 

. The Night Stalker has been 
described as Anglo or Hispanic, 
about 6 feet tall, 25-30 years old 
with dark, curly hair and gapped,. 
discolored teeth. 

Interest in the search height-i 
ehed When investigators found in 
i&Syouth’s abandoned car evidence; 
iksngly supporting a possible link 
:fejhe serial killer. Havens said. ( 
Authorities would not comment on 
that evidence yesterday. 

In another incident Monday 
night, a man who resembled the 
suspected Night Stalker was spot-] 
ted by a sheriff’s deputy inside a' 
■‘Pasadena pizza parlor. After other 
deputies arrived,.the man, Gregory' 
Gayon, 46, was Ordered outside, said 
Deputy Mike Ford. When Gayon 
started to pull a pistol from his 
waistband, .he was disarmed by 
deputies and booked .for assault 
with a deadly weapon. Sheriff's 
investigators, however, eliminated 
him as a potential suspect in the 
Night Stalker killings, FoPd'said. 
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ferial ^IdUer ^terrorizmg *\ 

Gabriel and San Fernando valleys’, ‘ 
auttiojlties said yesterday. - 
^.STwo investigators from"the,Los •!. 
■Angela"County Sheriff’s Depart- • 
mrint- ; task -force working on the 
Night '•.Steikhr’ case werit.;to~'San 
Francisco yesterday tpxpnferjwith 
police 'thbre'.about a ■.possibloTton- ■ 


’ ‘‘Because - of certain similarities 
between a murder case in this pity 
and the recent serial -murders’ in « 
the Los Angeles area, investigators 
from both jurisdictions are meeting 
to determine if the cases are 
related,” said Officer Joanne'Welsh , 

( of the Sari Francisco’PoIice. Depart- '• 
ment. .• “ ' ■■ ■':' * ' '"-’V. 

The Night Stalker has been. - 
linked to ,14 attacks including a 
seven murders — in the^Los Angfe ; - 
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a- rt'-a.bout . 8:^ p.m. .. Saturday -by a| 
Tl'j^l -EL?* iJv! A Livilaughter ^vho ha'd Been risiting for I 

l ‘Slfl-V ln g .•’ 4.- 

“ o ciW Seyeral.neighbors.questioned:by 

is T?r ‘sm' '/investigators^said-they ; nqticed: un- 
or even--identify-the case usual . occurrerices'^outside'i'ltheir 


. ’. being inves^igated^but.it-isbelieved homes t-betweenh9 and 10 p.m. 
. les .arterand might, be’responsible to involves-brutal assault on an Sattfrday70ne‘neighbor saw a light 
for.as"m&y^^'30''such7hiadehfs7~elde'riy'couple'Srilide,''the'b'edrdomrShine^hy'‘hef,wirido'w‘hfirt3m c '5rid 


?c*.iuusiy |iyuce. report. u. 

! unlocked windows,pr f doors. :^ >r -•wounded, is .the most recent San.-,. Both neighbors said they looked 
. ,*<The investigators .went.'north at Francisco murder with similarities outside to investigate, but didn't see 
’ the request of Sari Francisco police, to,.the Night Stalker cases. .',1.7 ;"or hear anything further. > 
Midrsherift’si: department-Deputy 1733 Tie.Tnurder- 4 fictiin' r -PeteE .Pari;^^Ariother-f E5an:-iivirig neartUie-- 
Joe -.Gam. It was the first, time died of a gunshot .wound to the Paris in ,the -upper -middle '•.class 
members of the. .task force have head, according to a police’report neighborhood told police‘.he'saw 
’. .traveled out of the area to look at a His son — who does not live at the the couple’s frorit light on about 10 
/. case that may be linked to : the home'— found him lying in his bed p.m. ^Usually, -the man ! said, -the 

Primp W3UP in thp vallpvc >hp coiri ahnnt 10 am ^tinHov -thn mnnrt oriunla’c hAiri/i mnr '/i n «i 


^ity’that the "Night Stalker coriumt-'on ^the ^bedroom floor, 3 seriously Suspect eritered the.Pans’’ house.: 

• .fpH ’thp ''San • 'liVonpicrn Tniipripr ' fpArnh rni*VeV»V\t'VirX»iV>i4 *A' , *KrrtiirfL a'aM n* : n v n«4 am. A. 
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Despite'tots of Leads, Officials 
Rafflpd 'in Search for Intruder 



v .^intb the .night Monday. Roadblocks 
'v; were erected. Four ; tracking'dogs . 
'V yere called in. Thirty officers from 
‘vseveral agencies went house' to 
'.vhoiise^wMe_a sheriffs helicopter, 
fcircled .overhead,' its .bullhorn 
. warning residents: “Stay inside, 
? s; jock your windows and doors." •*. e'-; 
•*’ But the massive effort was in 

C - ... :.- • . j .* ,. 

i.rr;r.c:.. . 


;-jt was'the second incident so'far.' •• 
;>this. week in which authorities 
■ initially thought that they':were"' 
.close to the thin, gap-toothed sirs- . 
pect with curly hair believed re-.I 
' ^sponsible for at least seven slayings I 
■.and- as many as i3 rapes . .and-J 
;■ Please see INTRUDER, Page 12 
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A detective investigating the 
brutal rape and murder of a.Santa 
Monica woman Saturday says he is 
not ruling out the possibility the 
crime was the work of the Night 
Stalker. 

"At this point I can’t make a 
positive link to it, but 1 can’t 
discount it either.” said Santa 
Monica Detective Ray Cooper. 

The Night Stalker, who enters 
darkened bouses -through un¬ 
locked doors or windows, has 
been linked to seven murders and 
30 attacks on women in the San 
Fernando and San Gabriel valleys. 

Cooper said Jean Wildish,-in 
-was raped and then 
to death early Saturday 
ing by an intruder who 
d her 14th Street apartment 
through a sliding glass door. 

Despite the similarity to the 
Night Stalker killings, Cooper 
said, the county wide task force 
investigating the string of grisly 
crimes has not yet been called in 
on the Santa Monica case. 

“We investigate our own 
crimes,” he said. But he-said he is 
keeping the task force informed 
abouf hls Investigation. 


“At this point I 
can’t make a 
positive link to 
(the Night 
Stalker), but I 
can’t discount it 
either. ” 

Detective Ray Cooper. 

The task force, spearheaded by 
Los Angeles County homicide de¬ 
tectives with help from local 
police departments, is part of 
what .authorities have called the 
largest law enforcement effort in 
the Los Angeles area since the 
•Hillside Strangler investigation in 
1977-78. 

.Santa - Monica police say the 
Saturday murder has stirred wor¬ 
ried phone -calls. But' they say 
there is little they can do to 
reassure the mostly women callers 
except- to suggest safety precau¬ 
tions. ‘The only thing we can tell 
them is the standard practice of 
locking up and the basic security 
measures .that we normally give,” 
said Sgt. Stan Conger. ' 

iAn elderly woman living across 


the street from Wildish said the 
murder has left her uneasy. “It 
doesn’t help you a bit,” she said. 
“It doesn’t make the inside feel 
much better.” 

The woman, who asked to 
remain anonymous, said she and 
her. husband always lock up any¬ 
way because of the transients in 
Santa Monica, but she has been 
encouraging friends to do the 
same since Saturday's killing. “I'm 
just speaking to the girls that live 
alone, asking them to keep their 
doors locked, windows locked,” 
she said. 

Wildish was killed' by .an in¬ 
truder who entered her apart¬ 
ment at 1424 14th St. through a 
sliding glass door-'on -a balcony. 
Cooper said Wildish was raped. He 
added there is .evidence of at¬ 
tempted burglary, but would not 
say whether anything was taken. 

' Wildish was killed by “blunt 
force trauma,” -according to 
’ Cooper, who would not say where 
she was hit or with what. The 
county coroner’s office refused to 
release any information on the 
case. 

' Wildish was home alone when 
the attack occurred. Her body was 
discovered Saturday,iporning 
after a friend coulj3#iyg&ch her 
and phoned police.]; 
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Killer of Jean Wildish entered her apartment on Santa Monica’s 14th Sheet through sliding door on balcony, police say. 
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meters, Temple 'City could ,p6s’e Tor a 
picture p£^menca. in'the !5&£ v .lgss . 

• Biit^tTeels like;* Amen® inThe ”{ps. 

. ;For “many "of Temple City’s'" 30,000 


• Built:feels likd; America inthe 
. ;Fof "many "of Temple Cpy’s' I 
residents and others in ghelfan Gabriel 
Valley;-the pas’t few months have offered 
a shocking reminder that brutal, fenseless 
crime.; 'doesntt iignore idyllic' syl^irbaEl 
cities; iike.th'fe&s. 

* A '\Vave*-W/.apprdxiinately W violent 
attacks — dearly . half o‘f them already 




■My^sWP.t^theMliye^i 


install a'dequate’outsidei 



ients'tell! 


parents 1 ,/bedrodni^Onfhbt"-itimid even- 
angs/^^naows^aregsaut^and^Iockea vas 


of | 

•ffii^henff^'d^ar^entsWempie^Ci^ 


:'^,-ChapIei:7;^yhpse' parents hre’: contem¬ 
plating buying a ^ search' for. the 

Night ;Stalkei;.'‘c6ntihues,; Llasf /week.‘at¬ 
tended a iilass jbn hofy.;tp'use;Mace; At her 
nome.-itfie Jdoors’are/jocked with a dead- 
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. Since'Tits^CQriJoration:1§60^ iTempIe•. 
^it^.^|befn^bwi;'as. a 'gulet,peaceful 

.c. 6 nflnuniiy;‘a Norman Rockwell: painting! 

1 : 

-. From the start, according to Mayor Bill 
Dennis, the city’s philosophy has been to - 
maintain a family oriented presidential • 
community/' f ’ 

Change is slo\v and subtle and likely 
^von’tjever^be significant. The town covers.. 
less than 4 squaremiles,lias"'little Vacant 
land and "no room‘lor more'industrial 
grdwm.^‘'^;' ,s . '*’‘■ 5 " Y- ' ; 

“Temple'City is a bedroom community, 
very family oriented and youth-oriented,” 
said Dennis, a lifelong resident. “We have 

a'relatively low crime rate. •*“ - 

"When something like this does hap¬ 
pen, it’s probably more evident than in 
many cities that, take something like this 
as a more common fact,” he said. .:•••. , 

The series of violent murders and 
assaults'Vin the -San'Gabriel 'and San 
Fernando. yalleys,.;has ./.prompted - many , 
f^idents^lo .^purchase 1 ;guiS ; .aiid fiome- . 
security systems', register for pistol-tr.ain- i 

irirf />loppnp''>in>J in rnonw hdenc ’'UirAim o j 


I Temple/Continued from A-3 , tion, which .wgrte“with more .than 

- :y;V 200 Neighborhood iWatch ;groups, 

nearby. San .Gabriel, get home be^ has received fa .‘steady stream of 


slept,” >said Tracy Tschanz, '25/«xplalnlhg' 

that she’s more afraid' than eyei-rv-Butyoii 

..v lC-sS**'’’_ • • l. j i i-'ii/i'r i't-» 


tj i Anger over the attacks stemsjhot only 
from obvious disgust with 'the killings;but. 
also strong resentment over the-exteni to' 


;g 3 ttany ]people, like A’deie" Walker of 


'..Residents, in'the towns near here threatened by this hascrated alot 
tend to blend together. An Arcadia 0 f tension!” . •- \ - v f ‘ > f 

resident may work, in El Monte, eat At least 14 of the recent attacks, 
Iiiftch in Rosemead and see a movie includingVseven -murdersV’have 
in ; San Gabriel. So an attack in the been linked \td -the Night Stalker, 
area, regardless of the pity, strikes w ho renters; darkened chouses 
at, everyone. through unlocked doors 'or ' win- 

",At the Santa Anita Shooting dows and heads straight for'the 
Range in Monrovia, attendance is occupants. Victims have been shot 
up since the attacks started, accord- t0 death, knifed and bludgeoned, 
mg to owners. Virginia Holdinski of Some of the women have been 
Duarte began target practice after raped. . . 

the Night Stalker killed someone The attacks have led to the 
three blocks from her sister’s Area- largest local law enforcement irives- 
d ia d°m. e - ' • - tigatio'n since the Hillside Strangler 

1 think ■ it s unreal, this person slayings in 1977 and 1978. More than 
has a .right to violate my feelings 50 detectives from six agencies are 
and my privacy,” she said. ‘That working'on the case, 
ainimal kills people. I wish all the Hardware stores here report 
women could take .this .training.” .marked increases in sales as resi-j 
City ~t which has not dents'rush to secure their homes, 
be.en the. site of any pf' the. recent At -'McVey Hardware, on one of 
ajsaii.lts,' 'although /incidents ..have -Temple City’s few main streets, lock 
been, reported in severah.adjacent sales.are up “more than 100 per- 
t ? 9 f n B?unities the .Chamber of cent easy,” said owner Steve Mc- 

Cpmmerce.last week sponsored a Vey.'". ; •• 

luncheon -program .-on “personal “People come in aiidVwant to 
safety awareness.” More than 70 know what we advise, what’s practi- 
people attended. "'. . -cal,” .McVey'said. “They don’t, want 

•f-VThere.'Is -an awareness-and a " any gimmicks.” " ■ 

great concern,” said chamberjnan-' .v McVey, a longtime ' local' biisi- 
ager Marianne Milch. “This is the nfessman, said the attacks have 
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Longden 


Temple City 
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: j -. Map above shows Temple City 
boundaries and main streets. At right, 
the city’s location in San Gabriel Valley 
■*;. ;and surrounding communities. 

crime has made its way to Temple 
City in a big way, he calls the spate 
of attacks v^n exception.” 

, -‘Every; town has something like 
this once in a blue moon,” he said. 

"It’s too bad, but it’s’the day! and 
age.”yf ;< ;• ’.- ' ’.'■ " 1 . • 

-In .recent, weeks, ‘authorities 

have 'received hundreds’.of . : tips . For . some residents', like Renee 
from residents [who think they’ve and Dave Ruttan of Duarte, worries 
seen the suspect.-The man has been about an intruder are alleviated by 
described as. Anglo or Hispanic, age. adequate locks, a pit bull'and a .357 
25 to 30, about 6 feet tall with curly Magnum. But their fears don’t go 
hair and discolored, gapped teeth, away'completely. . 7 ' ' 

‘“.Were..having an dverreaction • "It’s scary” said.Renee. “Our 
of calls, which is good,” Sgt. Gomez daughter.Donna, who’s il, said she 
said. ^There’s just . much more wants to move to some place that’s 
awareness of any stranger or any not so scafy.T iold her there’is no 
strange vehicles in a neighborhood, place like .that any more. We just 
"There’s, a general concern and say our prayers'and hope they get 
rightfully there should be,” he said, him.” •- V-• ... . .• . ... . • 

", I d .9^,M n k ft* 5 Paranoia and I ’ Herald staff writer, .T irnbihy^a rl- 
donYTIlIHSjits panic. .-- - • i •• son contributed _td this article. 
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; NightStalkerMfi 
to March 17 slaying 
ofwpmanathercar 



be-ixiardeg of a SOryearioid 
-^'ark^woman,' 

, yp#ea. .irofo. ' ‘ 

l.rsto*';- 1 " **" 


her ,'.gar jthd 


.., 17,' "has jbeen 

positively dinked jto the so-called 
Night Stalker/'a': killerbelieved 
responsible ;fof, seven mnrtlefs^ahd 
up to^O yjgious Attacks in .the San 
Fernando. and r San Gabriel valleys. 

front "of tier condominium had 
similarities -.-to-' six other ■ deaths.. 
attributed :fo ; the .killer, rsKeriff’s 
Deputy Rick Adams said yesterday.-' 
; The Night Stalker gains entry 
into homes. at night through an 
unlo'ckCQ Alin do w or dodft 
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"Merchants Report Upsurge in SaJePf Fiivanns 
yaMhicks^ewsofSeM M.mie^^ds. 


AFe&rsome 


• By GARY LIBMAN V : •; ; 

A Sari Gabriel-ared nurse'is'livid at‘.the 
“Valley Intruder” ’ - •, .’ ’ ••• ... 

S-fr have two .guns.in the house” she said: i- 
“If he came to the door, I’d kill him" ' - ■:■'/} 
* ; -'lri fact Sari Gabriel Valley residents are'so‘ > 
-upset by'.the/kiUef; who' enters .unlocked ii( : 
^hoihes at night arid'may be.x:'espprisible for';.’ 

'six'^a^gs^'&S’^^^fapes. ^b’eatirigs apd > 
kidnapirigs .iri'-the San'Gabriel,-arid. San^,., 
•F.ernando yalleys.that^lhey .refuse to .give,;'- - 
..’their names mmtmwiews.'^, >{. V-: --v' J 

• A.Morirbvfa mari’says'tha? every night at K 
; .1 alrii. hewakeX^ i?ye|ri-old daughter and.,: ) 
drives to nick 'uj? hfeliyife-at the restaurant , j, 

? where. s!s§ works. 'Since theki^irigs beqairi 
'’knQwsri sis wife-is afraid to walk alone’ the ' : 4:~«. 
fewfeet if oin the restkurarit'to the lot where;*’♦ 'p .:• 

'.Lo'ckibigSeiv^'ln^earoom'*-).V. a '' 

VAri Alhambra women says that when her. 

’/husband' gdes.to work each, night; she. .and S; h 
:/ lher 3-year-old daughter 'shut the '.wmdows .‘ |- ‘^ r , 
andlock themseiy.es, in the bedroom. f$the 


'people -who' want*tb form 'neighborhood 
watches. Before the murders, calls] for new 
/watch groups had been rare., < Vv? 

'/The' Sari 'Gabriel-;area'nurse said she is 
particularly angry at theintruder “because v 
you’re riot even, safe ]iri your own'.home' It.' 
feels like a violation.of.privacy even thoiigh ’; 

:k • I ve heard he’s carrying a gun and I don’t. t . 
-know : 'if it’s'iiu^ she'said,'(-buOimne ja 

>- .-i 
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: alone..-I.&sed to sjoine 
S' relax),".;^he _said v ' ! ‘N« 
' home and check all the 3 


• ' yffluring'the'-isurriinCT.'wlien iijy-4 -.“And if you.decide you have to,. 
; husband would go Soff io workvat j use it,: you' have to/.be -absolutely 


Ar--* 1 ,? fen^and go wet my head. ^/-innocent persori.-You haVejtO'Jiye 

•' 4' ^ was sd sckred that •iW*^^^^ tt K e -'^-Ofyou^l?e. !, !rm-: 

husband buy me a stun Sun? she addition.^ guns, re ? ident?;are' 
.. said. The guh'shdbts'two electricaf- . • *&> seeking protection by buying 
ly charged darts that enter the skin . ‘ mo J e ana d qor locks. • * , 

and immobilize the body. i',;;,; >;<' 'Sjeye Broten, general, manager 

• r ' * ** of Ace Hardware in Arcadia, said 


• uut iu vy ao ociuuK iiiuic mail . - < - * v ~ v -vl, ; • •• 

• stub 'guns; it was doing a“brisk • v^anager of Builderi3 Emporium m 

Ki'. . . . . ; ... .. . .. . '• Trimnln 1'if coin miotnmni'p hon 



reflect' 


;er said. “I was talking tpiome" 1 : 
at a nightclub'. She said,'T3bn’t 
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supervisors offer 
$ 1Q, 000 reward[ 

By Timothy.Carlson ■ ~7~ 

and Chris Woodyard 

Herald staff writers ■. 

? h ,Z br “ tal “Hng of a 30-year- 
■ °‘ d Monterey Park woman 
may be linked to the elusive Night 
who is connected to at 
least 14 recent attacks including 
seven murders, Los Angeles 

yeSay eriff: ' Mvestj S ators said J 

r . eactin g to the ter-] I 

| ents - the3 Bo2d P of .sTSSbSj' 

Ca -fe™ am R. H&. 
Me said the March 1? shooting of 
Tsal-lian Yu, 30, of: Monterey Park 
is among the Igfider inveS 

ives. n , fay a task force detec- 

He said Yu was.pulled from her' 
car in the 500: block of ^ambra 
Avenue at 11:45 p.m„ Xut an 
hour;after'-.Dayle OkazaJri 

Nighf Stalker’s fira^nfirmed 

murder .victim, was shot to death '■ 
in her condominium.- -.-I 
-Okazaki’s home is about two' * 
miles , from where Yu was shot '■ 
repeatecHy by the'ma? who ■ 

J ke 'iL ber ? ro - m her car a t a stop ' 
sign. The man fled in a car . ■ 

: Los Angeles yesterday, Su-' 
.pervisor Pete Schabarum said “It 

SK-awnst 

Fear/A-9, Col. 4 V “l l*.' 




- rx - ..T' V >• ^) -.. ' ■ _ - '. -o * 

crimes to justice 

Supervisor'Kenneth Hahn, who 
joined ;ih ; unanimous support for 
the. reward, said that people now 
gfogvjtt ' t: r - 

. .?Tms neightened awareness^ of 
crime and'.fear among citizens Svas i 
evident last night during two neigh-' 
.horhppd' meetings.-Sj?:'— r-?£6v£rs' 
diamond; BaKiast night,^tenf 
the Night 1 Stalker’s‘’;last:.'mh?dCr,! 
:lnghffehea. :! r^d^5te' ;me^foi^&e 

first . time., since ’^ihe 'isIajihgSlast 
: Thursday. And ; mth^Sah Fernando 
Valley, residents joined’in a -ha- 
tional campaign to' firge people:.to 
become involved in neighborhood! 

. watch programs,: :j 
! ’' .The search for ; the Night Stalker 
has become the. most intense:joint! 
police investigation since the v Hill¬ 
side Strangler case mthe.late'i970s.i 
The sheriffs department: is coordi-' 
nating the investigation with- five] 
other"police-agencies in.the-s'ubur- 


_ ^>Mofe than 50 detectives from-the 

CIV " n.A.U.U _it. * 


.-. J 'i\Authorities agaih received a sub¬ 
stantial number of tips from tele¬ 
phone callers - yesterday, >:.but 
- reported" no .:hew leads -iifSthe 
investigation.- >• • '. 

; *>The suspect is thought to'be tin 
-rAnglo or-Hispanic, 25 to 30 years old 
-hnd ;about 6 jfeet.jall, based on 
victims’.-descriptions. - 

-^—•His most recent attack may-have 
• come Sunday "when an 84-year-old 
woman was raped in, her San 
‘ r Gabriel home^though sheriff’s in¬ 
vestigators ' have -indicated some! 
-doubt as to whether it was-the 
Night Stalker. T ■ 

<;■ “During ..the Diamond Bar meet- 
.,ing, many of the 50 people who 
-gathered: at the public library said 
they are terrified ,becaiise' they are 
fclose .friends -'and ‘neighbors of 
.Elyas Abowath; 35, who was the last 
-person killed in this .'series of 
vicious 'crimes.- 1 ' 7 - 


■ fe- . Jj . '■ '■ .. . 

-i-L'-fThese killings can’t go on,” said 
’ ...attorney Paul Horcher, one' of the 

I six members of the Diamond Bar 
municipal advisory council who 
called tire meeting last night. -■ : -; 
" Sheriffs CapL Don' Webster of 
j..the.Industry station told the resi- 
.- • dents -Jhe . is intensly ^concerned 
’ ^ about these"crimes/ - ''- 
" r ' l -drove by -that house'- this 
•afternoon,” he. said. “There'I, sat 
and pondered the same question. 
-Why this house? Of all the houses 
here, what drew this person to this 
residence? It was a random selec¬ 
tion, but the common thread with 
. all the killings was the presence of 
SSE epen window or an open door.” 

; : . ’ *lf something seems strange to 
. yoiC call us,” he pleaded. “I’d rather 
• come out five or six times and meet 
, a Fuller brush salesman or a TV' 
•• repairman than miss a chance to 1 

catch this guy.”. . - 

r---Webster told the people there to 
% practice dialing 911 in the dark, -j 
' Don and Emelie Ledesma, neigh- 1 
• bors of the" Abowath family, -said 
r they have established a trust fund 
- at a local Security Pacific Bank 1 
■ branch for the-surviving wife and: 

• two children.t 

Don Ledesma’s voice was laced 
-.with emotion when he recalled the 
- reaction of Abowath’s 3-year-old 
‘ son, Aamer. ". : 

. “The little boy went to ' Bob 
Wilson’s house' and asked for help 
that morning”;said Ledesma'"^In 
•”| his 3-year-old understanding he said 
1 ! his parents weren’t feeling well. We 
.'I sat with the boy at .his father’s 
:■ | funeral. In his understanding, he 





;£gEmelie sjddJ&^'eigh.borhpbd is 
stunned. “The shock of what hap¬ 
pened — we still can’t get over it,” 
she said. “We can’t sleep. We 
haven’t been in our bedroom since 
that night. Now we have slumber 
parties ; in-‘our neighborhood be- 
caus'e;we • are'all afraid.” '■" 

"'•'Don added, '“I want people to 
catch the guy, let’s get back to 
living.’;- r.v. 

V-Emelie said,' ‘*My son, he’s 17, and 
6rfootr3-and.l95 pounds, he won’t go 
out He *sits ' in a chair with a 
baseball bat in his hands.” 

Bob^Wilson^the neighbor who 
discovered the body‘after the little J 
boy came to his house,.said he and 
his neighbors have a gnawing fear. 
“What freedoms are there?” he 
asked. “You 'feel you have to be' 
home before dark — and you don’t 
sleep until its light again. I’ve been 
exhausted at;;w6rk. I come home at 
npdh’'tp';check on the'house.” / i 
SY^Abput 50 miles west in Granada 
Hills, '-residents' saw an artist’s 
•sketch ;of 'the ’stalker during a 
■^meeting for “Lights On, Night Out” . 
;_..“y.9huck'- : .Schwennesen, 69, said 

I residents pf this middle-class com-, 
munityjrefused. to be. intimidated | 
by the Night Stalker. “Our neigh¬ 
bors are concerned, yes,- but we’re, 
/not/frightened to' the'point we’ll 
.' give^ini”>he^smd.J. : , . £*• : " 

/^chwbnn’&’eh-said he, and many 
of his, ne ighbors' have guns.' T'"'” 


~Los Ange l e s p o l ice "Capt. Wait 
Mitchell of the Devonshire division 
said his .officers have 'distributed 
thousands of fliers with ah artist’s 
sketch of, the stalker and -’ his 

description; ..tr" 

. .‘‘The/way'we’re attemptiife^lo 
deal. ;^ith./that is .to’jjjake ispri? 
peppie. kiioiy we’re, looking for"tEds? 
guy and make sure he knows’we'rt? 
looking for him, ” he said.' 

-. The’-Night' Stalker'’is "being 
blamed for one crime in the Devoid 
shire area’,'.Mitchell said. “Butone’s' 
too many,"Jie : -;said. jzxt 

• Residents~ ; also took the btipdr- 
tunfty : *to^pfug -Neighbmcfa^#'- 
Watch. 5 :Chuck Mason, gj&fiairmS? - 
of the-Granada Hills NeighbOrhoyd 1 
Watchj''clapped the program was' 
largely responsible for 02 percent 
drop in- crimes such as robberfe 
burglaries and assaults. .-.•** i 
'• Mason said’ the wave' of crimes 
attributed 'to 'the Night" Stalker 
makes neighborhood 
more important. 


watches even j 

* er;sc*t. I 
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San Fernando valleys are.being 
linked to the killer, j ' 'y. • . 

' The many months spent in the 
late 1970s working on the Hillside 
' Strangler case/“is going to be a 
.'great advantage in working a case 
. like this,” Salerno/said. “We’vegot 
. ‘iSss? investigator's who have also 
the / BKllsicie case/'*; jy. -v' • 

• :%.|tey lesson: has to do with the 
f- behaviorofsenplkillers. j :• 

■' "Bianchi "(Kenndth Bianchi, one 
- of the two" killprs in the' Hillside 
rcase). proved one.thing, and that is: 
'most' serial mnraerers don’t stop. 
They might relocate. They will kill 
•again. x’. -rff-- ' 

“I would expect he (ihe Valley 
Intruder) would again.'”.-, '. >. .''t v 
1 About 50 investigators from six 
local police | agencies have been 
drawn into the taskuorce estab¬ 
lished last wj?ek tbjtrack down the 
-killer. The challenge of the task 
force’wiLl be Mo coo'minate and keep 
track of the $ach m the thousands 
■of slivers of information that could 
• mean something important. i 

- - Please lee COP, Page 19 
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windowrfbGfeejfein 
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Veteran Detective Leads Search for 'Valley Intruder' 


By ROXANE ARNOLD, . • 

., Times Staff Writer 

■• Sheriff’s Sgt Frank Salerno, the 
lead detective in ' the so-called 
“Valley Intruder” case,' is every¬ 
body’s idea of a good homicide cop. 

’. “You don’t want this guy follow¬ 
ing you,” said one former sheriff’s' 
investigator. “Sooner or later, he’s 
successful.”.. 

..." “He’s as good as you can get,” 
added Detective Sgt Bill Williams 
of the Los Angeles Police Depart¬ 
ment --’-.-J. 

The 46-year-old. Saierrio, who 
joined the Sheriffs Department in 
1961, has “worked homicide”-for 
almost 10 years." : 'He has tracked 
down the' flimsiest of clues in cases 
almost nobody remembers and,-a 
few years back, played a key role in. 
an investigation few can forget— 
^-the notorious Hillside Strangler 
case, the. sex" slayings of 10 young 
women and girls in 1977 and 1978. 
-.Salerno’s latest quarry"is de¬ 
scribed as a curly haired man with 
stained, widely gapped teeth who 


ays are .being 


spent in the 
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COP: Veter: v Detective Leads Search for Killer 

I ’ye,’ -- k U'v --..V. ..-• • ■■■<' .. . ‘ , ■ , . 1 - 1 ' 

Continued fr'dm Pagtl^^Vj'. ’, “ ' . " .■ ; “TIL' hand,e on what kind of psychologi- 

'"..v ; ; AIreadyyinvestigaforsbaV<f:rbr.;p A I'C-* ■jS.'i.- w!?- s '• «; V-j.j S »«.'.ical profile he has.-. The divers!- 

:•’ 'ceived more than 1,000 leads-and ■- 1 '(_OUntV POSlS IplO.UOl) PCWEFfl' t' v.:ty makesit.-tough-and then when 
•: tips to check, ranging , from the'-, J . . 7 . ,1 you throw, in random victims, 

r caller who sighted a-stranger, re-- ' ■ frit* Triform Q tinn nil iTltniffol" y./. which-are the;, most difficult of 

sembllng a composite'sketch of the v- ... MM , ilUOrilldUOIl OH iniXUlier j.- ^,- v ‘laierfo stojve, Jpsi'-ri: really got 


caller who.sighted a stranger.re-^.r 
sembllng a composite'sketch of the ■£: 
.killer to the tipster.who named.a-' 

.' friend as a possible suspect.-,. 

• A major flaw,in the..massive,.'. 
Hillside Strangler .probe was that,, ! 
. too often such information.was not-. 


•" shared and that some investigators„,. beatings and kidnapings it) the S 
were.. not. fully,,informed,..those|,V : -,valleys., ... ;r, 

close tothecasesaid, !g -‘■■A-itti ••,■,!)... • ' Supervisor Pete Schabarum.i 

: At the height of that exhaustive , -have occurred, called the attack 

• investigation,. a. ; .task. force thathas spread fear to every commu 
swelled to 162 officers from the Los1, Police and Sheriff’s Departmt 
Angeles and .Glendale ,police.,dey l( v. ; , enters homes through open win 
'. partments. and;, the. Sheriffs. De.,>., v, victims while they sleep.!,.. - 

partment was established to track The male suspect Is described 

.-, down, the..'morc, than;, 10,000 clues,.;: 25 and 30 years of age, with bro\ 

' that surfaced^ Although .the inform "X he has stained front teeth that a 
mation ., gathered t was fed lnto„a'.;>; . va • , *...... |.v, . 

computer,; the.-.data^wasynot.,,, 

.'cross-indexed andobviotis connec-- .: -,. c-.'.ij.on!, 


i ., • 

The Los Angcies County Board of Supervisors offered a $10,C-»./ £ j <. Gil 

• reward Tuesday for information leading to the arrest and . ■■ WjWf .--fl to 25 

conviction of the so-called Valley Intruder, blamed for at least V ; , J . • ---iagned to 

6—and possibly as many as 13—slayings and at least 15 rapes, ' vjL • t-ae cnw §ro-y.^raag marathon 
beatings and kidnapings In the San Gabriel and San Fernando J.fyV I Wj’Sad piec-. | 




• ■ Supervisor Pete Schabarum, In whose district most of the cruMM.- 
have occurred, called the attacks‘‘a county wide problem" that ... _ 
has spread fear to every community. ,, - > i * 

■>. Police and Sheriff’s Department investigators say the killer 
: ! enters homes through open windows and unlocked doors, attacWsfi. 


motMotmi&in.. 


H dfinne ia ko dupli--, 

-V bating 'th* \awvtf%ucr. ’Veeks he! 

* 'tt .is-. 1 * Urr-inn 


thotw iw air uruoitt® VkViifT , , 


mation gathered, was fed lnU.,a'-'>; J .«. v where people are going out knock-’ 

' ' computer, n the l '3« S a “asTao!- ^ ^'"tI a " d W*".; 

. cross-indexed and obvious conhec..,'; . . • ......V j,., Bthaustmg hours or not, Salerno 

■. ti0ns;,at least in the case of Bianchl,, £ Salerno said:;/ H ■-..s-'V-.-v : . "You have different methods-of;' \ ■ch a iiln~° ~ work , and the 

were missed..>/,, •...•Cjm. ."You.learn/asyou go albng;",he ..^reporting, of handling evidence, of ®"|fHs'lVfA n tPr''hi. i~,v. anV i. 

.-.Bianchl, for examplb/wasinter.-v,;- said of the Strangler investigation. „. interviewing," Salerno said. ' , You' / -V-.1iJ® L° 
viewed,by investigators,on-sepaJ>i.-. “I think naturally,because of; the. have to try and overcome thk-. .;!.,i:'Lu^,‘ h ®,P a l ,°; t ^® t ^ a l ^ d ®‘? at '^ e :. 
rate, occasions,, but, each-time, the.-'.-‘amount of information that come In : to -make sure nothing.^ falls^-i ill:, h p°^ ri takng ' deberale and 
' questioning offlcers.were.unaware/r;-,.on'that case, mistakes are going to.!: through." • . ■■■ . ,'-,v a fflifv' 

•/•that Bianchl had,crossed their path*V,be made.,,;.' N .You learn from your. '- But even with streamlined techV. ^ 

.‘.-before.•.•...•iy.! mistakes.";*,v«V.’ • niques, he said, the Intruder-case.-T?°"^ a , b01 l eg ?'°L p0 ,, l c ® 

' V ,"Therevwere ;soVmanyi'clut,(;--' : - "No ■ doubty.about; It,"..Salerno :• may not be easily solved.-He saW“. : Inavar' 
clowns,'1 think they.'called them,"padded.; "One,; of .the-.major (im-.' • the investigation may prove even;y d *”®,"L!’,af ayS :;,®;..--’ as . never ; 
complained KatherinectMader,..a,v.-. provemenUJdis .cross-indexing.. mor e complex than other serial-. . r 

defense attorney forjAngelo Buono, -.- We’re, trying,,to accomplish more ■ killings, including the Hillside,- hp " “ jffi!, " hi 
•- the second Hillside.Strangler killer..-,,.,,'correlation and exchange of infor- : strangler case. The motivations:of 1 ;°h 

"Bianchl. was., interviewed.,.three#*; mation between -the-various agen- this killer are harder to pin down:. i, v,° „ i 

times by different.law ( enforcement!- ; ' : Lcies that are, working. It’s almost a . "Whenever you work. a case,;.:- ’ 

'officers.and gave: statements that;;£r, daily, coritactbetween the investi- . either a serial case or one that takesrignt nere..i want tnis case 
1 ..were.never' followed,. up-6n.V<ga tors,,.and/.also:.meetings and a lengthy period of time, the mvc-iij:. 01 ea -.-,!, , soon - , ..^twai'.'v'. 1 . 
/They (the task force); would parcel-.,. : briefings.’T,j.:. : ,,;.. v . • . ... .... tigator develops in-, his- own mind >.Phone calls to police in the San 

...out clues, but;they<wouldn’tihaveThe,.fact,that so .'many .police . the type of individual he is looking;.,. 1 ; Fernando Valley surge after the'' 
enough coordination,",v;-,,,-,-.,,'i>,,;.i, • ’ agencfes,are. involved poses prob- for," Salerno said. . ;«K,.<io:Oae r ies of /rimoc- Storv in Pnrt n 

■ •. - In. the .current, investigation? all, lems that...go.,beyond, exchanging,. ; ."This is a much more complex-*'; p . . „■..: .... . nr 

information is being crossriridexed, ;. massive amounts of information. individual as far as. trying to get a-t): ra a eo - . .-■ . . I 
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'Night Stalker' reward offered 


\ ’A $10;000 reward was posted Tues¬ 
day by Los _ Angeles jCounty super¬ 
visors for the arrest anti conviction 
of the so-called “Night Stalker,'” be¬ 
lieved responsible for seven slayings 
and a dozen attacks during home 
burglaries since January. '■ . • 

'' In proposing the reward, Super¬ 
visor Pete ,Schabarum noted the 
-Night Stalker’s attacks have so far ~ 
occurred jn the San Gabriel,' Pomona' 
■and San “Fernando valleys..—'but 
argued the crimes ,are spreading a 
climate of fear. ! " '"n* • 

u /‘There is currently a countywide' 
ieffort by all’law eriforcemeht agen-' J 
cies to locate and arrest this person 1 
to stop the fear arid terror he is ‘ 
presenting to the citizens of this 
county,” Scharbarum said. • 1 •• 

This is only the fourth such re-.- 
ward authorized by the board since 
Supervisor Kenneth Hahn started the 
practice by winning approval of a 
$100,000 reward in 1977 involving the 
“Hillside Strangler” case. 

. The unrelated 1980 murders of a 
young woman and a teenage girl 
pro mpted the board to offer $25,000 
rewards in each case, •tw-i-.im 


- ‘ No one has so far collected on an; 
of the county’s reward offers. . . 

- “People are.diready afraid, even 

to walk the streets in the daytime,1 
and now elderly.women are afraid to] 
be in their own homes at night,” sa'id 
Hahn. •-*«. 5 t 


i . 
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citizens gather; ? 
supervisors offer. 
$10,000 reward 

• , ./s ...:■ i -,.)i 


By Chris Woodyard 
and Timothy Carlson 

Herald staff writers 


S aying Los Angeles County 
has become gripped with fear, 
the Board of Supervisors yester¬ 
day offered a $10,000 reward for 
the elusive Night Stalker, who is 
linked to at least 14 recent attacks 
including seven murders. 

-Meanwhile,-last night in Dia 
mond .:.JJar,"*:Site. of -the . Night 
Staiker’s' last j&aigfet; frightened 
r6siddiits‘-*iet ‘WF&lfli-- f irst-timei 
since the,^layft£Thursday 
setilcipg'a^surariees that’ this terror 
:w{®^fetura lo‘lih^commd- 
nityCAri'd 'citizenS gathered. Jlast 
'night injthejSan'Feniando' Valley 
as part of anational.campaign to 
urge people to become myolved in 
neighborhood watch 'programs. / 
. In' Los Angeles yesterday,'Su¬ 
pervisor Fete Schabarum said, “It 
is important that (members of) this 
board do -all we can to help in 
bringing-' ; lhe' person or; persons 
responsible,-for these 'senseless 

"•‘-‘Altl^j|^£tiie (killer) lias been 
linked j^iti^fkally ‘-'to "attacking 
resident'jii'ffie San Gabriel, Po¬ 
mona arid San Ferriarido’valleys, 
this' is -’a fcouritywide' -problem,” 
Schabarum 'said.. ~!’j. : - ft . , i 

-Supervisor Kenneth Hahn/Svho 
joined in. uriaiiiinous support for 
the Treward, said tha t''-people n ow 

■“liV^fi^grror 1 > -f”rV y 
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, We’re,, b 
ana county;” 
are afraid to 
daytime, and 

their-homes ; 
3 -The'search 



|nating'the. inS fei _ 

»ther poUce'.a'g|^^^.?^j^a:^Si Jfcr 

[ban communities where the killer „ 
relieved ;to .have istrucfc 
L' -More than 50detectiyes from the 
six" agencies ’-We!;working--‘oh the 


<: Authoritie^^ain';feceiyed a sub¬ 
stantialnumber'Sf 'tips'from tele¬ 
phone callers?^ 

rennrtprl '-nn tipui IpiHc' in -• 


isaid/^We.vhaye;^ miiltitude/rof 
things to check and reyiew. , 'We’re 
getting" *a lot''Oof people' 'Calling,! 
paying they think they’ve seen the: 
suspect.”.', , ‘ >' '. 

■The suspect is thought to be an 
Anglo of Hispanic, 25 to 30'years old 
and.about.® feetjfalL-based on 
victims’;descriptions. •. ' 

••■His most recent attack may have 
come Sunday-when an 84-year-old 
woman was . -raped -jh; her- San 
Gabriel home, though, sheriff’s in 
vestigators have ' indicated ]some 
doubt as-to .whether ‘if \vas the 
Night Stalker. V- 

During the Diamond Bar meet¬ 
ing, triany of .the 50 people >110 
gathered at the public library are 
terrified because they are ..close' 
friends, and neighbors of .{Elyasj 
Abowaih,- 35, who was the last: 
person ’ killed in this series of 
vicious 'crimes. ; 'J'i ' . . 

'These killings can’t go on'" said ; 
attorney Paul Horcher, one of the: 
six members'of the Diamond Bar 1 
municipal advisory council. Who 
ailed , the meeting last night. 
--‘.‘The nights are hot Our castles•: 
re .all turning into jails] Wejwant! 
no more deadlines' like 'this?’ he ! 
gftffiyfaa W-- J*«S 


Cher held up to the meeting 
newspaper with large head- 
red ink about the killing of! 
h on Pine Hill Lane, 
iffs Capt. Don Webster of 
ustry station tpld the resi- 
he is intens Lyi^pnc erned 
hese crimes." ji piilg - •*•'• 
rove by ’ thsp^^e this 
on,” he said, jP pPf l I sat 
ndered the same question, 
jis house? Of all the houses 
jjjfhat drew this person to this 
residence? It was a fandom selec-j | 
tion, but the common' thread, with: 
all the" killings’was the presence of ; 
an open window or an open door. 

:; ‘‘If something seems strange to 
. bu call us,” he pleaded. “I’d rather 
come out five or six times and meet 
a Fuller brush salesman or a "TV 
repairman than miss a chance to 
catch this guy.” , ' 

. Webster told the people there to 
practice dialing 911 in the dark. 

Don and Emelie Ledesma, neigh¬ 
bors of the Abowath family, said 
they have established a trust fund 
for the surviving wife and two 
children at. a local Security Pacific 
Bank branch. ‘ ' • •! 

Don . Ledesma’s voice was laced 
with emotion when he recalled the 
reaction^ .of Abowath’s 3-year old 
son ^ iher : u .‘^ £..£*.3 t 
“The little boy went to Bob 
Wilson’s house and asked for help 
that morning,” said Ledesma.: ■•“In 
his 3-year-old understanding he said 
his parents'weren’t feeling well. \Ve 
sat with the boy at his father’s 
funeral. In his understanding, he: 
thinks his father is sleeping.” 

Emelie said the neighborhood is 
stunned. ‘.'The shock of what hap¬ 
pened -^r .we still can’t get over it,” 
she ...^said^We can’t sleep. We 
haveri’t.lieen'in our bedroom since 


Bob .Wilson, the'nei^hborjiiho 
discovered the body afteTthe little 
boy cable to his house, said he and 
his neighbors have a gnawing fear. 
‘What'-freedoms are there?”?he 
asked.&You'.vfeel you have,m.;be 
home before ~dark — and you dop t 
sleep .until it’slight again. I’ve been 
exhausted at work. I come home at 
noon tb’-'check on the house,” ’V 
’ Webster offered some advice: 
lock all Wihdows and doors, install 
outdoor {lighting, join a .neighbor- 
hbod'whtch, know what cars belong: 
in the neighborhood and be. aware. 

; About 50 miles west in Granada 
Hills, 50 residents saw an artist’s 
■ s ketch of the stalker during -ft 
meeting for “Lights On, Night Ouf." 

Chuck Schwennesen, 69, ‘‘.said 
residents of this middle-class San 
Fernando Valley community .will 
not be intimidated by the Night 
Stalker. -‘‘Our neighbors are .con¬ 
cerned, yes, but we’re not fright¬ 
ened, to the : point we’ll give in.’ihe 
said. •*•'». .••*. 

Residents also took the oppor¬ 
tunity to plug Neighborhood 
Watch. ChuCk Mason, co-chairman 
of the Granada Hills Neighborhood 
Watch, claimed the program;, was 
largely responsible for a 32 percent 
j __* ciir'h rohhp.rv. 


burglaries ana assault, j 
--j^The ’Neigbbqfhppd 
program where neighbors look 
after one another’s -homes ;and 
attend meetings" to learn crraie- 
preventioii techniques. . -, v !-;■'• 
' Mason' said the wave of Crimes 
attributed 'to "the Night Stalker 
makes neigh borhood watches^even 
more important-’.. * . ' "■ 


that r^Sf'ow, we have slumber fl 
partie.^SStr neighborhood bej 
cause ail afraid.” 

Y Don aaaed, “I want people to 
catchT'the ’guy,'' : let’s ’get back to 
I.iying-”.., ; ••...'. ■•> - 

•".Emelie said, “My son, he’s 17, and 
Woot® and 195 pounds, Jie won’t go 
ou i^Heli-s its'^in a chair -- with ' a 
bapaufat in his han ds.^^ 











j, f. V!-: 










■'V-V 






ssgNwSt^^g 






Capt Vyatt Mtt^l.dispfays Neighborhood Watch 


j^mJjAPD offices ais part of crime-pfev en^Hi pro gram, 


ikLohoiossa! 
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ways to make yourse 
om would-be intruders 



S^#Wlfece'nt spate of killings, - ' 
rapes and assauits 'in the San 
Femandq.ahd'San.Gabnel .valleys is 
the Work "of one individual or anumber 
of individuals, one feet' remains 
alarmingly clear: Gonefare the;days 
When we cari lieep our poors'and, ', 
windows unlocked and stiiifeel safe.' 
But what are w'e supposed to do? 
Barricade ourselves in? Arm ' ! - . * 
ourselves? Well, according toJohn 
Carroll,‘ vice.president qf Wild Wing 
[productions, the maker of the video ’ 
{"Principles of Home - Defense,” we'd 
[better do.something, or else possibly 
[suffer the consequences. Carroll, a . 
^reserve deputy sheriff for the 'last 1'h 
years, was inten/iewed by Herald staff 
writer Milton McGriff. '• 


Question: When did you create 
the video “Principles of Home 
Defense," andj«fe|s&g . • . 

, Carroll: W ^^^ vas created by 
Drew .Michae ||!||j jlshad the idea. 
When he and||||||||ill Keyes were j 
'going throug ^^^p jheriff’s' Acad¬ 
emy,. we to be reserve' 

[sheriffs, we in the movie ? 

industry and ’ we . discussed - the? 
project, because a "lot "of the things? 
■ we learned in the Sheriff’s Acad-j 
jemy weYealized were 'going to be 
^yery valuable to us,' not only as 
reserve sheriffs, but in' our home 
lives as well. So we pursued the idea | 
of creating a tape based on home 
defense./no j 

--Q: .'Esseniially.r what -is the 
video? .•s.ryrw.-v.t* ?•.• *•' •.! 

A: It is a cassette'designed to 1 
teach the average citizen how he 
can choose not to'be a victim, and 
how he can defend himself, his; 
[family'and his'home. We teach a[ 
person what not to do; then what to j 
do in handling, an assailant in the 
home. -:"••• r-' 

' ,Q: What response have you had 
from law enforcement officials? - j 
. A: We heard from the LAPD 
that they are showing it in then- 
neighborhood watch programs. The 
same thing with the sheriff’s-de¬ 
partment. We are going to donate 
,21 tapes to the ’different stations 
and they are going to show it in 
what they. call their community 
service slot, which i litp ifequiva- 
lent .of the Neighbgi^^^'Watch 
.progfram?-^ 
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q: Ho\y many law enforcement 
agencies are currently, using your 
video? ' 7 . '."tT •' v " 

A: I know the LAPD is, I think 
the San Fernando PJD. is. We have! 
had some inquiries from a place in; 
Illinois. It’s something that we 
haven’t really pursued at this stage, 
going after the P.D.s, but we will. I 
. think the program is very prelaw 
I enforcement. •; .' - • 

Q: Have you shown the video to 
any.neighborhood groups? / ;. . . 

A:‘We haven’t, but-we have 
showsL^fi^he' L.A. Commission on 
t Women, and io 
e Warner Bank ', in 
s. They were very 
impressed with the program and 
they asked us to come in early one 
Monday morning and show it to aU 
of their employees, j'* * 

Q: Does the video suggest that 
it’s a good idea to have a handgun 
inthe.home? 

A: We’re not'advocating hand 
guns; and we’re not saying not tc 
use them. If a person decides hf 
wants a handgun in the home, then 
the proper training and practice i: 
essential. 


Q: .Some people think that a 
I home is less safe with a handgtm 
.around, especially if there are 
; children around.... • . .. 

■A: That’s an individual choice, 
i Some people like to havea" handgun 
around.the home, a lot’bf people 
| don’t -^either way is fine, it is an 
individual choice! ', ,’Vy : ." . ' 

. .Q: Having a handgun around 
implies an awesome responsibility 
of properly caring for a weapon. 

• A: Well, if you are not going to 
get the proper training for a gun, 
and properly look after' it, and 
practice, then I suggest that you 
don’t , get one. If you are going to 
make the decision that you are 
going to keep a gun in your house! 
and that is a big decision, then 
you’d better - get the proper train¬ 
ing, know how to handle it. Because 
if you don’t, the chances are that 
.the guy could take it off yOu. ;- , 

'• g Q: - How jmany homes do have 
handguns now? " ‘f 
, I---A: The last .statistic I had was 
.that -there are ioyer ",60 ^million 
1 handguns in'-the; United "States. I 
would imagine a‘ good guess is that 
j 80 per cent ^o f those are for home 
• protection.^,- cc iJr 3- . i-‘, 





\ Q: What sug 
have, for home 
person who refuses to have a 
loaded gun in their home? -• . - 
- A: That’s fine. But still have a! 
home defense plan that if some-l 
body does break into your home.i 


they’ll encounter 
your bedroom doo 
line of defense. Y 
door and they ca 
-hurt you. If they c 
something out of; 

, fine'. Let them ta 
get them, later; Bufa 
i not going. tiT get into a .confrpffta-: 
; tion.: If.ypu eanjayoicf a'co'nfr.qMa^ 
tion, do $01 If tifti decide theyWnt 
to atta.ck,you,rthgp you should have., 


7i ftS 

U ; m 

j 1 
— 


bolt on 
the last 
lock the 
in- and 
d steal; 
se, that’s 
lice’ will 
t-YQ.u are 


"veiy-str^g*9tatqiTiehi yi^o. | 
whiChsaj^ that Ittis you£t ChoiceUo 
be ayictinr. Y(5.tt:3eci<fe{ll sqmetgie 
comes at yhii; .it is ryour .de&sioji if 
you m tp Me down 

, or if you are going to fight back. 
And we suggest that yoy fight back. ; 

Q: How much would it cost to 
i make the average home reasonably 
secure? 

A: It can be done with an 
elaborate alarm system, or you can 
get these small portable alarms that! 
fit on the door, and they cost only! 
about $40.. You can, depending on 5 
how much security you want, spend! 
from $100 up to several thousand. I. 
" Q:'The so-called Night Stalker^ 
is very much in the news. Most ||| 
his - victims . have had unlock®® 
•windows or doors. Does that siffl 
prise you? .'• .. \ . 

A: No. There are a lot of people 
who just live in the it-can’t-happen 
to-me syndrome. That’s a wrong 
attitude. You have to make a plan. 
It’s like people saying there’s not 
going to be an earthquake. In 1971, 
there was a hell of an earthquake. 
People say, “There’s not going to be 
a fire,!’ and there, are fires all the t 
time. The same thing w'it<h-erimj|jj 
And if you go through life thinki ng 


it only happens to someone else, 
when it happens to you, it is top 
late. You should take precautions'. 
Anybody who leaves their doors 
and windows unlocked at night is 
asking for trouble. . - . ,r 

Q: What does a reserve deputy 
sheriff do? ■: 

A:' Basically, we work 'in' 
different fields. Some work on 
patrol. At times, we are assigned to 
the photo reserve company. We are 
assigned, mainly because of our 
expertise in the movie industry, to 
make' officer "survival training 
films. We take an incident where 
maybe a deputy sheriff was killed 
and maybe it was his own fault that 
he was killed'^- for some reason, he 
made a f mistake. §o.we make a film 
pointing" Out.^hat actually hap¬ 
pened, and then we show what he 
should' have done. We show that to 
all the cadets going through the 
academy, all the officers. It is also 
sold to different law enforcement 
agencies across.the .country, hope¬ 
fully so that other officers will not 
make the same mistake. 

Q: Are reserve deputies volun¬ 
teers? 

A: Yes. Strictly -volunteers. We 
are paid a dollar a year. On average, 
the..deputy reserve would put in 
between 400 and 600 hours a year. 

•- Q: Is there any advice that you 
would -give to people in the Los 
Angeles-area to protect themselves 

g 'nst this so-called Night Stalker' 
1: -Lock ...your ': doors an 
dows at night. Makt£- gv^ouf 
i mind, a defense plan, 
you do hear a noise in y«5ufe_ 
decide what you are gptps/ 
because'if you don’t, it’s 
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behindattthis hofror/took offa hewjand 
mof^dMi&hsiaentity^The'Herald dubbed 
;him theMght Stalker mlts'fronPpage ' 
! headHiid,'and over a^map showing the 
locations of 11 ^ahltS arid murders in' the 

San Fernando Valley and the'San Gabriel 
. • - ijuma **t a mthut 



' 4 ^a£mide|tgfficiaL^:^*7ff.:a ; 

;fOtfier people and_agencies..baye triea 
other names sincethen. Channel 4 calls <r~ 
him the Walk4n Murderer.iyvhich doesn’t , 
;have inuchrofa lilt For a time some cops : 
•were calling him the 818 Murderer, due to 
the fact — give thanks'f.or extremely small 
ho hadn’t trilled anVone'in 



siaiKeris us. mnerentmeiourcimci- T - i j.c.u «» 

^bTentiaVfof'seilingpapers^^tfite^l^fe 
iSusirfeg iihmS^IJig;Night Stalker”;-wasie 
Ta,TV SOT^jnjy$fchit?eppi^eilpiayea r l)y' b 
t I)arf m^cGayin^ked:Miers.yho Bfflgd;-f 
iat;mg^mdiMinga ; vampn"e,apd^r|£|ftM? 
jnidhslCT,.atto^ted tolas Veg^.showgttb:)-\ 
fcasaid.against iys^the'same.i \i 
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; Tfhanp ens every time the press gets • 
hold of a prolonged murder case? - ; - 
Remember Jack the Ripper ? :! .on: 

.: Mercifully no: we’re all too young for } - 
that, though some of us can remember 
Laird Cregar playing the essence of the ; 
part in ‘The Lodger," and othersof us . .fr j- 
thought that Jack-the-Rippihg was high art 
when Stephen Sondheim put it to laughs 
and keening music in “Sweeney Todd.” s . • 

- But who can forget, thanks to vivid - 
phrasemaking, the Black Dahlia case, the 
Red Light Bandit, Son .of Sam, the High- 
Rise Rapist, the Cat Rapist, the Zodiac ;, 
Killers, the Freeway Killer, the Trailside 
Slayer, the Sunset Strip Killer, the Trash 
Bag Murderers, the Alphabet Bomber, the 
Hillside Strangler, the Skid Row.Slasher 
and the Skid Row Stabber? ' : 

I talked to Norman Jacoby yesterday 
about these names and the effect they’re 
apt to have on our psyches. He has a vested 
interest in some of them, of course. Just as 
the Herald named the Night Stalker, 
Norman, who recently celebrated his 50th 
anniversary in journalism, named, among 
many others, the Skid Row Slasher and the 
Hillside Strangler. • : 

‘ “J think ‘Hillside Strangler’ was as good . 
a name as any,” he said with.perfect V... 

: aplomb. “Even though it turned out to be 
‘stranglers’ instead of ‘strangler.’1 think it 
was after the fourth murder that I came up 
. with that one, because everything at that 
\ point with one exception seemed to have. 
happened on hillsides.’ And by the way, ,i . 
that one exception isthe crime they never 
did hook on them.”. ■. . -.. •., 

. So much for pride of workmanship. But 
doesn’t bestowing such sensationalist. ;, : 
names on such unspeakable lowlife give j 
them an importance they don’t deserve? 5 1 
I “Maybe so, but you still have to call . •• 

; them something. You need something that 
will stand out in a headline, or on TV, so 
the public will know what you’re talking 
about:” \ £ 

That was the answer, I realized..You "... 
have to call them something. You cannot,'" 
dayafter day and week after week,-write 
I headlines or news stories about the '* '• 

' Unidentified Person Who, During the • 

• Hours of Darkness, Gains Access To Homes 
•’nirdugh Unlocked Windows Or Doors. 

: ^Calling theperson the Night Stalker : 
may be sensationalizing the case, and . 

scaring readers.all over town - . But the_,;J 

person does stalk at night, and you have to’ 
call him Something-Calling him the Night 
Stalker may; at thevery least, sc are citize n: 
iflSSSnfiCpDi! their windows and doors. * 
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hit authorities say. they ’re — 


no closer to finding killer 

, a- ‘ '.3 


By Mark S. Wamlck 

Herald staff writer ■ 1 


Law enforcement officers con¬ 
tinuing their, search for a brutal 
serial killer again were bombarded 
with .telephone calls from .helpful, 
frightened residents.yesterday, but 
authorities said they were no closer 
to finding the man who has ‘terror¬ 
ized parts of Los Angeles County. 

‘The tips-haven’t led to'^any¬ 
thing, as of yet” said Sheriff’sCapt. 
JVilliam R.. Hinkle. ‘-v 
->:;Six agencies, including the' sher¬ 
iff’s department, are searching for 
the iso-called Night Stalker,.-;'who 
enters darkened homes through 
doors or ,windows^The 
m&fThris. been linked to at least 14 
fjece^t.^attacks,. including seven 
: nfpttlgS^ 'o~ ; <i _2 •'* '* 

-'H$ 0 Jhld be responsible for as 
-many'as 30 attacks since February, 
most' recently the rape and beating 
of an 84-year-old woman in San 
Gabriel early Sunday, according to 
police. 7 - 1 

•The sheriff’s department’s Tem¬ 
ple City station,’ in whose jurisdic¬ 
tion Sunday’s attack occurred, was 
among • the offices flooded with 
calls. cc.x-'Ciy^,.•: 

“It’s been quite hectic,” Xt. 
Volker Niewisch said. ‘The concern 
is very .real.”. ..-. * , \/... • 

Many callers have told authori¬ 
ties that, they believe they have 


their homes and how to comfort 
frightened relatives, Niewisch said. 

“We had one woman who was 
. unable to calm down her daughter, 
who> is 19 and lives at home,” 
Niewisch said. “All we can dp is tell 
people the basics. Keep your doors 
and. windows locked, even .if it’s 
warm arid uncomfortable and you 
need to use a fan .or. air condition¬ 
ing.”>'••-- 
-In Monterey Park, where police 
are investigating several attacks 
that may be.-Jinked to the Night 
Stalker, officers yesterday reported 
heightened awareness throughout 
the community. Some residents are 
staying overnight at friends’ homes 
arid some children are sleeping in 
their parents’ bedroom, said David 
Riser, a...reserve .officer with the 
Monterey Park Police Department. 


spot ted the suspect- Others have 
askea¥ 6 !Tadvic'e on how to secure 


"In the approximately 30 cases 
being investigated, no pattern has 
as yet emerged regarding weapons, 
victims or days of attack. The only 
common denominators are that the 
suspect entered -each house 
through an unlocked door, or win¬ 
dow and that all of the residences 
had poor, if any, outside lighting. 
£VA composite'drawing Tof; the 
■suspect, based on ’desc riptions pro¬ 
vided by surviving . 1 s|||||f has 
been distributed throuf§||||l||)uth- 
ern California. The'kij||||||| de¬ 
scribed as whit^it^^p^p^anic, 
age 25 to 30, ab&^^^^^pjwith 
dark; curly. hairl^f^^^Mvery 
discolored teetif|r@i; , 2 iM^%-^-i'- 
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Latest' Attack ’ 
' Not Believed Tied f 
to ‘Valley Intruder? 

7T* '* r »•?/'•. •. a. ' ".wr^".*V , ? r .;3 , i ’• 

•>By DAVID FREED, Times Staff Writer. ./ 

-'*• ■ ■ < *» * ;*• ^ ^ V* 

'T'he’Yape of an 84-year-,old San Gabriel 
woman edrly Sunday , may not have been 
the' work;pf a late-night 'intruder '.b.ejrig 
sought byj#'police task force in'a county-, 
wide series of. slayings ^and assaults,- au¬ 
thorities' believe., v- : 

'.’ Despite - rnitiai speculation' 'that the in¬ 
truder had. struck again,, there 'were ‘few 
similarities between Sunday’s incident and 
earlier attacks'in which people have' been 
shot, ••stabbed, : raped and bludgeoned" in 
their, homes,^Los' Angeles' County Sheriff 
Sherman.Block.said Monday 
yll-The elderly woman’s description of her 
•assailant', as well as. methods the attacker 
used, "lead us .to believe that it may not, 
:arid probably is not, related” to the six or 
more murders arid as many as 13 other 
non-fatal assaults.linked to one person, £he 
sheriff raid..? £•?.*,»’j.V • ■ ’-if: 

Many of the'incidents—dating back to' 
February—jhave taken place in the San 
Gabriel and Sari Fernando Valleys, leading 
Biock to suggest Monday that the mari they 
- --- —;— : — - 

are' seeking be dubbed the “Valley 
Intruder.’’,Others .in the media 
searching for an appropriate moni¬ 
ker have labeled the,wanted man 
the' "Valley .Invader,”'.“Walk-in 
Killer” arid "Night Stalker.’’' i; .'. 

Whatever his label,, the assailant 
gains entry through open windows 
and unlocked doors, to attack sleep¬ 
ing . victims. '• Nearly, ,‘all .• pf the 
residences where, attacks have oc¬ 
curred were poorly ..lighted arid 
ubfentid/i*'-' - .•• ’i 
..-.Investigators from the Sheriffs 
Departriient arid the Los .Angeles, 
Arcadia, Glendale, Monrpvia' and 
Monterey Park police departments 
are participating in a manhunt that 
Block described as "far more'com¬ 
plex”. than.that mounted in the 
Hillside-Stfangier rnurder's of the 
late 1970s. Block said the.six-agen- 
cy* task Torce' 'is '“growing 'every 
day.” arid probably now’numbers 
more than 50 detectives. - r;/ * .*-*.• 
o-ffhe base . thus' far .has baffled 
investigators, "'who invariably de-J 
pend'on a killer’s modus op'eran-1 
di-^-a consistent pattern^! behav¬ 
ior J_ to discover clues a’nd make 
arrests. The pattern often involves 
. a killer’s preference for a particular 
type of weapon 'or victim^;: • /V'. 
b,“-That’s .why'this 'case' is so 
nifnd-boggling,” - Block, said. 
'■There^sno consistency at all.” 

- -'-.{Even m inose 'cases'wlirii'fcJ.'ylc- 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

II-l LOS ANGELES TIMES 
LOS ANGELES, CA 
Date: 8/13/85 

Edition: Tuesday 


™ e: LATEST. ATTACK IS NOT 

BELIEVED TIED TO "VALLEY 
INTRUDER" 

Character: 

or 

Classification: . 

Submitting Office: LOS Angeles 


Indexing: 


b6 

b7C 



I SEARCHED-i MOEXcD- 

1 SERIALIZED-FiLED.. _ 

f»UG I O 196b 

FBI — LOS ANGELES 


FBI/ DOJ 












iMc.UK Clipping i.n Space bsigw; 



Lilli 




Residents arm selves, -bombard police jwith calls 


A-. HEFAil IX- 
LOS ■? 
"loaie 3/13 /S5 
] Edmon: Sunday 


j i Title- TASK FORCE CONTINUES. SEARCH 

. ; FOR NIGHT STALKER 

i : Character 


' By John Crust 

i Heraic staff wnter 

A poiice task force is working over the 
weesend following leg|6f»gg'an effort to 
nab the deadly nigh||||||||er who has 
been stalking the San j^llii do and San 
Gabriel valleys. 

“There's nothing .new." said sheriff's 
Sgt. Clinton Dillon. “We're following up 
on different clues, different phone calb 
v-there is something like a descrip¬ 
tion or anytning ’ 

The vicious killer, who enters dar¬ 
kened homes at night through unlocked 
doors or windows, is suspected of 14 
attacks including seven murders. Au¬ 
thorities noie that the prowler may be 
linked to as many as 30 such incidents. 

Victims have ranged in age from 16 to 
. their 80s. The latest victim was Elyas 
! Abowath. 35. of Diamond Bar. He died 
; Thursday morning from a gunshot 
wound to the head. Abowaths wife, 
Sakina. 28 was beaten 

The sheriff's department and Los 
Angeles. Glendale. Monrovia. Arcadia 
and Monterey Park police are investigat¬ 
ing the attacks. The police hunt is the 
•largest local law enforcement investiga¬ 
tion since the Hillside Strangler killings 
in 1977 and 1978, when at least 10 young 
women were kidnapped,- raped--^md 
murdered. ’ . 

.Meanwhile, police have been bom¬ 
barded with telephone calls from fright¬ 
ened residents seeking advice to protect 
themselves and from others who believe 
-they've seen the killer. 

^ggfre getting the type of call- "1 saw 
■slgliifpy last week looking-like faim." ! ■ 


t ; Classification: 

Park police dispatcher. “People want to j Submitting Office: 
know how they can secure their homes." j 
•Concerned residents have been arm- r I 
ing themselves since the string of attacks ' nacX ‘ r " G 
began ■if /.-Eefartfary. -stretching from ! ' 


Los Angeles 


P pjfll on. adding that he had received 
in a three-hour period. 
"Peoif^^fescared.” said a Monterey 


■ Northr flS® miies northwest of down- ! 
’ town L<||||||||les. to Diamond Bar. about 
1 30 mile l||lpl ibf downtown. 

“My^^^^^^^^teople on the street 
1 :show dg|||i||||§fyg|g understatement." 
said Mt^^^^^^^^pjolice Sgt. George 
Hicks. calls have .been 

increas^^^^^^^^pnt to know.every- 
thing about how the i 

Within the past five weeks, attend- : " 
ance at the Santa Anita Firing Range in ! 
Monrovia has jumped 150 percent. 

- ‘We’ve noticed the increase in attend¬ 
ance at firearms classes and private 
classes." said manager Ralph Davis. •- 
“Thirty-five percent are females. Before : 
it was strictly a male stronghold. ,' 

“People are frightened.” he said. ; I 
"They’re coming here because they are" i 
afraid ” 

Investigators sa y th e: suspect enters 
the home throigg|i|i|||unlocked .window- 
or sliding glas|||ilSanjd immediately 
seeks the sleepiggliMpahts. The crimes 
*iiave occurred erPircinses with poor, if 
any, -outside lighting. Police "believe the 
Plan prowls neighborhoods looking for 
*omes with easy access. . 

--fThe suspect believed to be linked to at 
least 14 attacks is described as white, 
possibly Hispanic, age 25 to 30, about 6 
feet tall, - with Park, -curly "hair and 
.gapped, very discolored teeth.. " 

Police "said yesterday that Mary : Rub- 
enstein. the 32-year-old woman ; found 
'dead in Tier Canoga -Park ^apartment 
Friday night, is not linked to the series of 
slayings. The woman’s husband. Gary 
Robert Rubenstein, .29, as -being sought. 
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Ser0}itMael0^ 
piece togeiherpuzzle \ 


ByAiinoite Haddad . 

/Herald staff writer ■■ ’ 


t •' - - * . .. . . - 

«• —Ty . 

Some of-the nation’s top. serial ; 
murder experts —'including those 
who were involved in the notorious' 
.Hillside Strangler'arid Atlanta Child 
Murders cases —'agree that the. 
killer terrorizing parts of. Los Ange : 
les County is unlike any they’ve 

ever come, across. .• .. 

- .“I.don’t know another case like 
•this,” said Rex Beaber,'^ aSp|§§ <>f 
psychology at the UCLAi^^S of 
Medicine. “The choice of|||l|Ip is 
opportunity-based. Diff e r^^^ fe a_ 
serial Mller who knows exactly the 
kind of.person he,wants to^Ml.’L- 
77 t»What is^khown hbout this v recent~ 
Kili[eir' is\t^^he^ttaCfe'?Tiis victims 
.aCifig&tT&y Teritenrig?-|beir ‘homes 
:throughran 'unlocked sliding'glass 
dqpror window.. In'some cases, the 
':yictims'.^(nien“'ahd /Women) have 
keenshoti inpfher cases the female 
!yi<?tims’ ;jha$ej; been'fraped . and] 
ib^ten.^nietimes the homes have] 
beeh : xansacked . and burglarized, 
and sometirhbs nothing is ‘dis- 

W5gb&tS-*-ie~& .* 

j One.jxnan ris ibebey.ed to be 
Responsible]!fob at 'least 14 recent' 
attacks./including! seven murders.' 
He plight -be ■-responsible for as 
many as 30 such incidents, authori- 

! -I 
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According to some psychological 
experts, ‘the ‘typical serial killer, 
unlikethis 'one,'-‘dobs hbtrahdomly 
.stage';ahis -attacks, - blit > carefully 
planswho hri rictims;Will be'based 
on Some hle'ar methods tV 
^•b^Fhis is different than'tfee tyjji- 
cal case,saidfticbard G.-Rap^a- 
port ’of Northwestern^Umversity’s 
School of -iMetUcine.‘?‘‘The'-Serial 
killer kills a (certain-type of) person 
to get rid of a negative quality in 
.himself,”, he said! The : reason;'ac¬ 
cording to Rappaport," is s6 the 
killer, .can :in-.his- own -.mind rid 
himself -Of -particular ' traits. This, 
according to another expert, is why 
.the serial killer is never satiated — 
because he ban never rid himself of 
those qualities. iV-a;. .ffeta-JV/ ;'»**?.■ 
«Rappaport -wks thb ‘expert -wit¬ 
ness in the-trials of John.‘.Wayne 
Ga'cy, who was convicted in 1980 for 
the murders of 33 young men m the 
Chicago area, SndWayne : Williams, 
who i-Was ^linked Jtb T i31 Atlanta 
. murders of .young iblacknien'but 
convicted gf only two lii1982; He is 
,!currei^^)rking on a bookbased 
ori ‘st^^^ data bf serial-killing 
: v C* ■>& v 

. v -.;Beaber 'Saiif^ that •ithd r^fandbr® 

; .quality of the attacks.might'be' 
v behavior of a cKronicschizoplird: 
.',who aimlessly wanders around the 1 
. area andcommits a crime wherever. 

‘ he rends up. a# eVgniop sib sfwtft 
'. ^af-5her.is.#..rw^dering ;schiz6^ : . 
phrbhic,-?’ Beaber.;said,-“and if Jie is 



,Vktois',‘deairip6bn'^f^'kijler'inc?uci& 
promidentiy gapped,.discokired teeth.!' 

. .»>■«• ■ • »>*» V.Ug j 


Hif be is d VfSSP- si 

wandering . . .5 -^ 
:SchizbphrMic,'anj£ 
if he is notcausht?i 
at the scene ofthe^ 

won't get caught ■ «§. 

RexBeaber 

dbctbr of psycholbgy’at UCLA 

- * ..-.-A- 



^ j. oHoweverpRappapoft said that a 
.; schizophrenic’s condition is toodis- 
■ Organized ito ^commit .a -crime‘like 
, jnurder. -“And jmurder-lis' fa’wery 
\ b‘rganized'criirie,’-’''.h'e said.rfvi^Vi . 
'f "4Thereiis ..'greater cfear^aihbng 
' people Witha Mller-like tlds with no 
-•no structure th his behavior,” .Rap? 
papbrt said, adding'that the typical 
-..serial murderer ik notinterested in 
robbery and usually does not-xnur?’ 


usually ;a. .white .male; in his ,20s or 


V.C? : 3 &zif£& is.---J; ia-. 

30s. Helbr.she appears, very intelft 
gent and .usually has some kind og 
gimmick, that'attracts victims'/.Thg, 
serial murderer will appear.superiig. 
^normal.and;healthy, Rappa«; 
said, $v3z% uAz&j&eiis^ 
"':e iithe incase ;.of Kenneth; 
/.who'was sentenced .to lifg, 
imprisonment in the-Hillside Stram 
gler case involying the murders.oj 
at least 10 .young .women’and was 
. .diagnosed, as a sexual psychopath,- 
the motivation fpr .the recent rash 
• of imiirders ~appea 
fis “Obviously,'the 
.with power ibeca 
and takes control 
said 'SauHFaerste 
psychiatry .at jthe; 

-Medicine, -Iwho --ex 
and was, the.' pros^t^ifs^S^fFj 
witness Jln.’jJhe. trial /of. t Bianchi’% 
cousin ;andj;accbmplicei ' Angel{ 
<Buono._. \ &, .• s 

; “But he may be aSadist.-ih.thi; 
;case;bf therape^ br it:may be thgi 
sei’is ie^rimpbrtahf thanipowe^ 
It’s hard to.say what the motive is4 



• • ■ i * ' • 
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Residents brace for new 


TJLfm 


t Stalker 


* V<' •• 


By Mark S. Wamlck 

Herald staff writer • . 


•• v Z . V,. \ ; 

cJ BW rantic residents throughout 
Los Angeles County pur-' 
j^P..chased guns and home-se- 
■ ‘i-cufity alarms, called for 
neighborhood meetings and del¬ 
uged authorities with questions and 
tips as the search continued yester¬ 
day for a vicious" serial kiiler 
authorities fear will strike again. 
/.-.The suspect, who’enters .dar¬ 
kened homes at night through 
unlocked doors or windows, has 
been linked to at least 14 recent 
attacks, including seven "murders. 
He might be responsible for as 
many as 30 such incidents, authori¬ 
ties said. • ‘ * 

.The wave. Of .attacks has 
prompted the largest - local /law- 
enforcement investigationsince the 
grisly Hillside Strangler'killings is; 
1977 and .1978, when"in 'feast 10 


young ..women were kidnapped, 
raped and murdered. - 

"At "comparable of Rte 
investigation, it may be.iuore, exten¬ 
sive than thS Hillside Strah^fer ws6,' 
and it’s growing every day/’Los 

mi 

■ 15 addition to .the sheriff’s_de- 
partih'eht','-five police'depai^nents' 


this ’than-’'the Hillside' Strangler 
case,” said Officer George Willoth 
of the ; LAPD Devonshire' division.in 
the^San Fernando' .Vdjey *‘This gdy 
isj»6iiig.irif6 your house, this guy is 
morejspppfcjr.”.- •• •' 

iXThe .string-nf.aftacks began in 
February/.,and ^includes. incident^ 
across the - ,county, primarily .in' the 
Sari 'iGabriel .-and •■•San Fernando 
valleys:'It involves at least a dozen 
murders stretching -from North- 
ri flge, 27 m iles north west of d. own- 
tqwSTOSfArigeles, tp_D&‘tnb33' Bar, 
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Diamond Bar .Gun s, manag er 
'.-reported a 10 Tpercent- 
‘-Increase in sales in recent weeks: • 
'r-* Emphasizing his belief that citi- 
-/-zens. ihave. a .right to ppssess iirer 
’arms in their homes, Block urged 
^;g.unowiiers.to “understand the legal 
**“• W ••• %’• ' v:.:' -. - '= - - - feo^^^^luences)d(^jat. 

Fcaj^eenflnued from white, possibly Hispanic" age'25 to J .'pwnership"jattd io “maintain, the 

; y 30, about 6-feet tall, with dark,'^cur^'^.weapolns'sq^they'ddh’t become .the; 
.about f 30. mil^ ifea st of -ddSiirntown. ; hair and _gapp.ed,. very discolored "veh icle f or $o’me 'personal tragedy.” ~ 
-• In each'of the approximately 30 '.teeth.r’.The 'composite drawing of 5'^'He foresees .the" likelihood, how-* 
^cases, the suspect entered the house the man has prompted scores Pf ever, that the suspect may meet his 
Jhrough - am unlocked, .‘window or ^telephone calls to agencies.through- .end at.the hands of ah alerted and 
sliding glass' door and immediately put.the .area, ^ \~-.y esidehtt^i' y.£i 

sought out the sleeping occupants.^-"‘Our phones havie been ringing “With the heightened awareness' 
All of the crime's occurred inhouses .off Vifie'“hook,”' said Cadet Jeff'hnd concern, I think it’s possible 
that had poor, “if '-aiiy? outside ’Walker of the Arcadia Police De- some homeowner‘may blow him 
lighting, leading authorities'to be-. partment^whiph is ‘investigating - away, or some big dog may eat him 
iieve the^suspect'prow’ls 'jueighbof-" two. murderff possibly linked to the up,” Block -said!- I .. .i:Ct 

hoods lobking for homes, with jeasy suspect.‘‘Everybody thinks they’ve Many local .Jaw enforcement., 
access.--?;?^-'.-'^)^ met him, had. dinner with him; Agencies, "including the sheriff’s 

- “We ~ believe"Jme‘ 'attacks 'are dated - him;;or. seen -.him parked department, have beefed up their * 
.random,, thajt therp’s.iio focusing on' outside their house.” - ... - .T*~ iJatrols^'Ihe -sheriff’s department: 

an individual or a particular ' The'sheriff’s department re.-..^refused to release numbers on how •' 
house,” Block said. ported some of its stations handled - many officers were working on the 

While V composite drawing of 300 percent more telephone calls;‘investigation, skying only that some 
..the suspect "has been. made based on than average yesterday. Some sta-.. deputies have'been;taken out of' 
descriptions provided by surviving tions," especially those in areas specialized ‘ units and temporarily, 
victims, a psychological profile of where -attacks have occurred, re- assigned to full-time patrol duty, 
the killer continues to be devel- ceived nearly -100 calls an hour at- - ^ , Wide differences in the attacks 
•oped. At a press conference yester- times yesterday, said sheriff’s Capt. have baffled investigators search- 
day — his second in two days — William R. Hinkle. Many of the calls ing for a motive or strong link. The 
Block desribed the suspect as “sonie were from residents interested in victims have ranged in age from 16 
kind of sadistic individual'.” • '• formingneighborhood-watch -to-in‘their 80s,'had a variety Of 
—■^•‘'There’s; nothing to indicate he groups, Hinkle said. - ethnic backgrounds and were as- 

- won’t'strike again, ’’-file added. *• Despite the inquiries and”.tips, ;saulted with weapons ranging from 
", (Concern about the Violent crime .officials received, .no information r,guns to khives to biunt instruments, 
spree heightened'Thursday after yesterday that led them.ariycloseri^Authbritiesnjrge'd residents not 

~'the''sheriff's ‘department’held' a to'‘identifying-the.suspect, authori ;i tq ; ratiohalize any suspicious behav-; 
news conference "following an at- ties said. . '^ior.'Jph “July 7,"jvheii Joyce Nelson 

tack early that day in'Diamond Bar - -^-Businesses selling home security .was'shot to deafhln her Monterey 
in which a Pakistani emigre was ^alarms reported brisk business in'-Park 'home,-'several ninusual inci- 
shot 'tb death; and h'is 'wife beaten: “resphnse to the attacks. -Spokesmen-dents were ignoredhy neighbors — 
s Publicity’ about’ the : crime wave for Baker’s Hardware Jn GlendaleVa car'with a loild muffler speeding 
has prompted' grave' concern among - and Westec Security’s Santa Mphica^kway; h womaniser earning, rustling 
.^residents, but authorities _said rioti- bffice both said sales have in- in the bushes and a;dog barking — 
"Ifying^citizS^'was-nechssary'ahd "creased M.recent .weeks. / - -said Lt. Joseph...Santero of the 

•homeowners’ responsfes justified " I' : -Gun safes, were UP In many Monterey l -PafkjPp]iCe Department. 

J “We.’re ’trying to.’avoid making areas, along with registration for While ‘the'spree'^if violent'kill: 
any comments.'that-will -generate pistol-training classes, according to ings v and seeming randomness' of 

- hysteria,;~but ^werhaVe '~a''very''lfcbp 1 uwners.: -At the Santa .AnitaXthe Attacks' h’as.Raised anxiety 
[distinc t o bligation ~ to the comniu-‘ Firing ftange in Monrovia, aitend-^aniong ;;? hphi|o^riefs, Block ' said 
nity ter alert tfcenTto w&atf gbksg' v ance"at such:'classes..increased 150 e^ertCTaaf-tBaTiuabrities felt more 

_bn,’L Bibck .said I yesterday. : ;yMore ‘.percent in 'the.past two weeks; said. fr'.i3tfat'bdcye?‘theahsence of leads 
•than anything else', we want them ccnowner Mark Semain. y .*>3 ,rtfcan press;ire3. o about finding the 
-to undertake Certain precautionary ~^‘‘One 'jady Called and said the suspect. •"*£:* ‘ 

•measures^foriheir own safety.”; & suspect hit her neighbor two doors .-"We Ska d^ that. somewhere 
“■^Besid’enS were urged id-lock all ’away 'in'''Arcadia,"-' .Semain ‘said. Ahere’k&Kfey'!toife'e identity of this 
• wmdow,s; and ^dpors^ jmstall ^ade-y^'She was scared to death. She S5id,:-mdm4pal,'’.^f said. “We’re racing 
jgate ^iutside' lighting and aiart ' ; ‘I want to buy a gun‘. I need lessons, against time ^trying ■ io find that 
f-authorftie?:unmedia’tely"ttf.any sus- , ":?rqday;’.I.told her we have a lesson key.”-;..• • ,-• ■ ‘; • i 

ipicious.J_...^..'..Von the_weekend; but she said she • Herald staff writers Timothy Carl-. 
•^■ Hhb^suS peCt believed' connected ‘couldn’t -’wait, so I arranged: ':a- :son and David Cloud contributed to 
-tb at ieast-i4 cases was described as : -private-lesson,’-’-he said. -;—~r»i story- 
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C+r\lQD ' ehiySres? are jinked to th^rim?a of 

OIA/IwI'I WflgVi «i ‘ fhe Wight Stalker, who is believed 
i « i • |" responsible for 14 murders and at 

t|0Q {0 allaCK least 20 vicious sexual assaults in Cal- 
% , . ifornia, including one slaying in San 

in Mission Viejo >“ ur MMP5)i „gs 

_ , >• /-> within 20 miles of one .another in 

By Leslie uuevarra ‘.northeast Los Angeles and- in the 

of the examiner staff _... adjacent San Gabriel Valley, .where 

Los Angeles police today found i the first killing attributed to the 
orange Toyota station wagon be- Niph , Stfllkfir ow . nrr(V , Marrh 17 > 


By Leslie Guevarra 

Of the examiner Staff 


i lieved to have been used by the 
‘ so-called Night Stalker killer in bis 


Night Stalker occurred March 17. 

The first of the four abduction 
was March 20 in the Eagle Rock are; 


_,_, " as mai w mine Ctdgie auuk areu, 

-veekend attack in Southern Califor-. flve miles north of ^ Angeles, said 

The discovery of the vehicle gjj SpokeSman Cmdr ‘ William 
shortly after 7 am resulted joman The , d irI was kidnappe d 

anonymous telephone a f rom her'bed and apparently sexual- 


***** ly abused for several hours More 
Cmdr. William Booth. D „„,u 


R Mh w ZM Mnn , 1Mnn being released. Booth said. ** 
Booth said the station wagon — Asked whether the child . s 

stolen Saturday evening from LAd scription of her assailant match Tc> 

55 that of the Night Stalker, Booth sa^*: 

abandoned in the citys Ramparts .^description is close enough.” 


district. 


Last month, Detective Louis Cas- 


- StaffS the vSe£« S ' 1 " 0 said *“"* «“ 

I same man who kidnapped the Eagle 

day night to get to the community of Rock girl also broke int0 an Arcadia 
| f^on Viejo, where he broke into a ^ side e nce on June 27 t00k a ^ 

her bed and molested 

I head and then raped the man s ites*-;» 

Qgg i f ~Tr ‘'T - - r _, '"T j 

!' The shooting victim. Bill Cams, And police say two .mgr i 
survived but is in critical condition Southern California kidnapping- 
i in an Orange County hospital. ; " f lestation cases may also bere y. 
Meanwhile, Los Angeles authori- The news came as ban r rancisri 
tiesysaid they are checking' whether Police Chief Cornelius Murphy - 
tour .kidnappings and molestings of. .1 
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n_ ,' pha*e of the Night Stalker man-. 
hunt Thousands of ^'wanted” bulle¬ 
tins-of the suspect will be plastered 
in g>s stations of seven major oil 
companies across the state this week. 

' The Night. Stalker, who* police say 
steals cars and swexlho freeways, is' 
"going to have to f.uy gas some-, 
where," Murphy said. 

Arte, Chevron, Exxfiii, Mobil, 
Shell, Tijxaeo ahd 'lJcicm Oil have 
agreed to. participate, said Officer 
Linda WiCcop of San Francisco. 

Police •hunting the Night Stalker 
artevrying to work out a similar 
agreement with convenience store ' 
chains, she said. 

imj&r news services 
tothisreporl ft 




l*ahtStalker’ — last ^ 
t tiine, he wore a cap 
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Cops offer 
tips to keep 
burglars out 


By Leslie Guevamt 

OP WE EXAMINER 8TAPF _ 

Deluged by calls from residents 
who are terrified of "Night Stalker” 
attacks, police performed a security 
check oft a randomly selected Potre- 
ro Hill home and demonstrated how 
easy it is to break into a typical San 
Francisco house. 

In a swift, noiseless move, Crime 
Prevention Officer Henry Frledlan- 
der yesterday popped a glass sliding 
door from the house, 
sliding window with 

The 25-year-old rest 
two-story pseudo-Victor 
• Friedlander and the sit 
held in hands. 

"It's that easy? Great.! 
don’t feel safe," she said* 
asked to remain anonyr 

Police staged, the so 
for reporters as part of a: 
campaign that has incret 
since the Night Stalker’ 

| tft'k near Lake Merced. 

As a public service, the Police De¬ 
partment routinely performs free se- 
. curity surveys for city residents. 

"We usually do four a day, now 
i we’?£ doing 20 a day," said .Crime 
j Prevention Lt. Mike Hebei. "It’s be¬ 


cause of the Night Stalker, v/e-re i-ot i 
drumming this up, people are really i 
frightened." ■ 

Project SAFE, a neighborhood. 
Watch group that works Closely With 
the Police Department, also has beer// ! 
bombarded by calls from residents 
who want to "Night Stalker-proof” 
their homes. Splfp 

“We’ve been swampipflSl Suz¬ 
anne London, prograii||gggg|iator 
for Safety Awareness For Everyone. 
l, lt seems to me the general tone of 
ahe people is panic. 

"The immediate result they want 
is a security survey (performed) on 
their house. A lot of the basics Ok 
securing a home is plain commorj 
sense." 

The Police Department discour¬ 
ages residents frOm armihg them¬ 
selves and is somewhat neutral On 
the subject of installing burglar 


alarm would be the 
in home security,” 
r. "But your generic.,, 
pe house can also b fr 1 
iding $50 to $75 at a 

4 

Uld cover the price 
>le-cy)inder deadbolt 
o $50). and the cost of 
rews and nails, The 
jto fashion makeshift 
windows and sliding 

Police also urge residents to join 
the SAFE neighborhood vigilance 
program by calling 673-SAFE. ^ 

The Pojfce Department’s .Night 
Stalker hot line is 653-100^ 



doors, 
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Night StaKer 
Suspect Tied 
to ’84 Killing 

Fingerprint on Screen 
Where Xilassell Park 
Woman,79,WasSlain 


rVByDAVID FREED, 

"fTimes'StaffWriter 

• " . , • . . ' ,C5 fc ."s 

.Mght 'Stalker (suspect Stichard 
Ramirez has been jinked through a 
fingerprint to the June,"1984,'slay¬ 
ing -nf -a "79-year-old -wroman in 
GlassellPark, JJos Angeles Police 
-Chief Daryl F.fiates said Wednes¬ 
day. The murder is the earliest yet 
^attributed to the accused killer. 

“We have discovered that he is 
■potentially: responsible for -the 
murder of Jennie Vincow,”'Gates 
told a news conference. ‘We have 
identified "Richard Ramirez’s fin¬ 
gerprint from a screen. He appar¬ 
ently entered through an open 
window. . .•.” -Gates’ disclosure 
canie'as authorities in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco were, examining 
dozens of unsolved slayings to see 
if any can be linked to Ramire2, the 
Night Stalker suspect to whom.15 
homicides have now been attribut¬ 
ed. . 

’Files From 1681 Cheeked 

-Gates -said his-detectives are 
(checking crime files “as far back as 
-3981,’’-when local-law enforcement 
(officers’initially encountered Ra- 
-jmirez. -?• ••'• 

i iatamirez is believed to have first 
(arrived in California in 198L when 
he was arrested by Pasadena police 
on a petty theft cha r ge. 

The 25-year-old drifter from El 
Paso subsequently compiled a siza¬ 
ble arrest record in the Los Angel¬ 
es area involving mostly vehicle 
and '.'drug-related -violations, au¬ 
thorities have indicated. 

'We've been looking at a wide 
variety of crimes that,might fit his 
trademarks,"Gates said. One of the 
cases under scrutiny awas-the one 
Tev ealed .We dnesday, the -throa t- 
Slashing death of Vincow. 
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• Shooting in 'Rosemead _‘| 

: - 'Police earlier speculated that the ' 

•: ..first Stalker killing occurred March \ 

•I 17, when 34-year-old Dayle Oka- 
i zaki was’shot to death in her ; 

Rosemead condominium. . ” - 1 

In San .Francisco, detectives 
Wednesday began combing ■,[ 

. through files on each of more than ! 

60 unsolved murders dating -to 
early 1983, said Lt. George Kowal- 
-fifes, head of the San Francisco 
PoSce Department’s Homicide Di- ' 
vision. ' : 

"We feel Mr. Ramirez may have 
been in San Francisco (for visits) 
at least beginning in early 1983,” 

Kowalski said. ! " 

Seeking to pinpoint the dates of 
Ramirez’s visits, police were also 
. checking welfare rolls in San Fran- 
cisco. Kowalski said that Ramirez 
applied -for welfare in California, f 

but it is notknown if he received payments. • 
.Meanwhile, Gates 'disclosed that Los Angeles 
officers had stopped ‘Ramirez at least twice in 1 
the months before his arrest'Saturday in East 
Los Angeles. -* 

Gates said the first’stop was made by .a' 
motorcycle officer in the department’s North¬ 
east Division on June 15. The officer pulled 
Ramirez over on suspicion of driving a stolen 
car. Ramirez fled on foot and avoided capture. 

The second incident occurred Aug. 26 when 
Central Division officers stopped Ramirez oh a 
motorcycle for a minor violation; cited him and 
let him go. 

The August incident came one day after an 
attack on a Mission Viejo couple that has been 
linked to the Night Stalker and weeks after a 
composite dra w i ng of the Stalker suspect had 
been widely circulated. 

“In the first (stop) he ran," Gates said of the ' 
June incident. “In the second (stop) there was 
no recognition on the part of the officers. They 
simply wrote him up on a traffic violation. 

‘Difficult to Fault Officers’ ' 

‘It’s difficult to fault the officers,” Gates said, 
adding that the Stalker composite produced by 
the Police Department was not particularly 
accurate. . • 

Ramirez was arraigned Tuesday in Los An¬ 
geles Municipal Court on a single murder count 
and seven other charges stemming from two 
late-night assaults .in early ’May in the -fian 
Gabriel Valley. He is being held in a maxi¬ 
mum-security section of the Los Angeles Coun¬ 
ty Central JaiL ■ 

He also is charged with one murder in San 
Francisco, that of accountantPeter Pan, 66, who 
was shot through the head on Aug. .17. .Tan’s 
wife, Barbara, remains in critical condition with 
a gunshot wound in the head. • , 

Besides the Pan'killing and the '13 other 
slayi ngs alrea dy attributed to Ramirez, detec- 
tives are holding him ‘‘potentially responsible" 


• for the Vincow flaying, Gates said Wednesday. 

. ,-;Her body was found by her son, who lived 
. ,'iabove Her -ground-floor apartment at-3330 
'■^Chapman St., just south - of Glendale’s Forest' 
. Dawn Memorial "Park. Her throat -had been. 

• slashed, and she had been stabbed repeatedly. 
•...-Her attacker had apparently removed a mesh 

screen and slipped in through an open window, 

‘ Gates said.' . .. 

.. Police investigating the murder scene discov- 
■ ered a-single fingerprint on the screen but were 
. ..-unable to immediately determine the identity of 
,,the .assailant. Gates said investigators "were 
.-hampered by the Police. Department’s lack of a 
computerized, "single fingerprint-system” 
through which partial or single prints can' be 
quickly identified. • • * 

.■ Only after Ramirez’s arrest and the obtaining 
;of a full set of prints from him were investigators 
able to manually match h'is^imta witrwhe one 
found on Vincow's window screen. 

In San Francisco, police'$&?)?. hey n^tlosely 
studying at least four homicides thaiTfil the 
. Stalker's * general pattern—the slayings were 
committed late at night by -an attacker -who 
.entered through an ©pen window or door. ^ 

" On Feb. 21, police discovered the mutilated 
bodies of Christ!®. Caldwell, £8, and-tar dster, 

. Mary, 70. They were stabbed'dossns of Vsnts. 

A coroner’s report eaicis win-Qw • their 
^ransacked .flat was left ©pen. iBlSqdy.finger¬ 
prints,'palm prints and shoe prints:-were'deft 
.behind, although Kowalski -eaid ,xnost'D_f'Ihe 
prints turned out to be those of neighbors. ' '■ \ \ ~ 
Another slaying being checked Js that of 
MasatakaKobayashi/45, part owner and chef of 
Mask’s, a fashionable restaurant bn .'Nob Hill, 
Kowalski said. .... .;!• .-'.•''•■ • 

The fourth killing involved Edward F. Wild- 
■gans, 29, whowas shot June 2 through the right 
-.temple by a late-night.-intruder. He died two 
' days later. His girlfriend fought off the attaqk er. - 
•Wildgahs was killed • by a '-shiali-caliber, 











. 

. 


. 


co noer-iack eted bullet, the coroner’s report said. 
‘Several other Night Stalker victims were shot 
-'with small-caliber weapons, according to au- 
rthorities. 

; Los Angeles police confirmed Wednesday 
that they have recovered a pistol believed used 
■by Ramirez in at least .one slaying. The 
.22 -caliber weapon was discovered in Tijuana, 
"but detectives would not disclose how it was 
.found. 

However, officials from the three major police 
^agencies in the Mexican borderlown said that no 
"one from their agencies had recovered a pistol 
.^thought to belong to Ramirez, nor had they 
.-<•turned any weapons over to -Los .Angeles 
investigators. . . .• . -. . \ 

■ --Meanwhile, -police continued .to search for 
.another gun that theybelieveRamirezhad and 
- dropped while being pursued Saturday.' -c i . 


Area Combed for Pistol 


.. .About 40 Los Angeles County sheriffs cadets 
.using metal detectors combed the- area around 
6th and Mott streets in Hoyle -Heights -on 
Wednesday for the small pistol but found no 
' trace of it, said Deputy .Lynda Edmonds, a 
• sheriff s spokeswoman. ' • 

' SarssaJ. miles Away, Smother 20 cadets .con- 
. ductfiS, s :>amilar search -of-.200 square,-yards 
borslergg 'the.-STork Avenue ori-ramp to -the 
northbound .Glendale. Freeway -in ' the Glassell 
Park area, apparently searching for evidence 
relating to the Night Stalker murders or related 
assaults. ■: 

■ The cadets recovered six “-artickasf* : s£.interest 
-to investigators,- who would not feijEe&te -the 
nature of the discoveries. 

: in another development Wednesday, Orange 
County prosecutors did an about-face -and 
decided to-wait, perhaps for several-.weeks, 
before filing their own charges against Ramirez. 

The accused Night Stalker is suspected of 
sh ooting a 29-year-old man in th e head.a nd 
raping nisriancee on Aug. 25 in Mission Viejo. 


The shooting victim. Bill. Ca ms, 
remains in serious but stable condi¬ 
tion in Mission Community Hospi¬ 
tal. 

Orange County Chief Deputy 
Dist. Atty. James Enright had said 
that his office expected to file 
charges against Ramirez on 
Wednesday. But Wednesday 
morning, the chief deputy changed 
his position and said Orange Coun¬ 
ty Sheriffs Department investiga¬ 
tors will not be ready to present 
their case to the district attorney’s 
office for two weeks, mainly be¬ 
cause they are awaiting results of 
scientific tests. 

.Meanwhile, Los Angeles County 
Public Defender Wilbur F. Little¬ 
field named Deputy Public Defend¬ 
er Allen R. Adashek, 42, a 16-year 


veteran of the office, to .-represent 
Ramirez in the Los Angeles case. 

• The deputy public defender said 
he talked with Ramirez for about 
an hour -Wednesday afternoon at 
: the Los Angeles County Jail but 
declined to describe the meeting or 
Ramirez’s stateof mind. 


Ramirez has not yet entered 
pleas to the ’ight felony counts 
filed against him In'Los Angeles on 
Tuesday. ' --—* 
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T he • first fingerprint -of 
Richard Ramirez" found at ■ 
the site of a murder has led 
authorities to link the Night 
| Stalker suspect to the Spm 1984 
slaying of an Eagle RoisPgpSfiah. 

, The new evidence dn 54 - & the 
accused killer’s series -^Si^iflts 
began at least eight months sooner 
than previously thought, according 
to authorities. 

Los Angeles police CWeLDaryl E. 
Gates, -who announced fhfKfliscov- 
•ery yesterday, eaid dt ds't-.’quite 
likely” Ramirez could-Juive'heeh 
identified at*the time dfrfest sum-' 
mer’s murder if his -department 
owned a state-of-the^art'fCdmputer 
fingerprint system. • 

“It’s incredible “we fdonff -have 
that kind of technique;” <5ates6aid. 

The prints were found nearly 14 I 
months ago on a window Screen at • 
the apartment-of 79-yearpld ; Jennie ! 
Vincow, who was slashed dodeath ’ 
jby an intruder.' ’ • ' •' ; 

The -discovery has "prompted 
i investigators to re-examine -nn- ! 

I solved murders, rapes-and other ■ 
f tHmejGflaTmg so lar^a^g3B8i, 

: when Ramirez was believedibhave : 

5 arriv ed _in Lo s Angeles -from his ’ 

V /->> rpt T> ^lW. 11 i — i ~ i 


























! &3* T also 3 ied police So ['grander;—The source added That another In san rrancjEco.,puiux.^^ 
I whether Ramirez may have been Ramirez fingerprint had been-yesterday that investigators are 


The source added That another' In San Francisco. _ police,-,said 


involved in untold other crimes.’ 

“I would think you don’t simply 
commit a murder, lie dormant and 
then commit a series,” Gates said. 

Ramirez, a 25-year-old drifter, is 
suspected of at least 15 slayings 
from Orange County to San Fran- 


found earlier at the site . of a looking closely at three additional . 
robbery and burglary in*Monrovia, homicides to see if they are linked • 
Ramirez was charged Tuesday in] to the Night Stalker case, 
connection with the May 9 break-in. Detectives are examining the 
at the home of 85-year-old Clara June 2 shooting death of 29-year-old 
Hadsell. - ' ' : ' Edward Wildgans and the Feb. 20 

irom urange County to San Fran- jj ..The Vincow attack is one of j stabbings of sisters Mary Caldwell, j 
cisco. He has been charged with i! many that authorities have begun 170, and Christina Caldwell, 58, for j 
two killings so far — the-May 14 ^examining to determine the extent possible Night Stalker connections, j 
murder of William Doi in Monterey i; of the Night Stalker’s crimes. The said San Francisco police Lt. ; 
Park and the Aug. 17-murder of jj unsolved cases under investigation George Kowalski. •' 

Peter Pan in San Francisco. ■ J include murders. Tapes, kidnap- 
At an afternoon news confer-1 pings, burglaries, child molestations 
ance, Gates said the fingerprint f and auto thefts. Gates said, 
wasn’t maiched to Ramirez sooner I Although the chief refused to 
because his department lacks state- ( say how many murder cases investi- 
of-the-art computer equipment. r. gators were scrutinizing for possi- 
The department has requested a'f'.ble Night Stalker connections, one 
$6 million computer to -replace its j source estimated the number at “a 
cumbersome card-index-files, Gates 'couple hundred.” • 
said, but city budget^authorities I Deputy District Attorney P. 

oppose the purchase., Halpin said the new murder 

The chief cooce&ad ta 8 f§axbir .?-2 i cass broadens his agency’s investi- 
had been stoppeti.twi.«3 for ktdS Jfto MgifiMtf ■■ if 

violations this 6UK*hes,v “Jfcw we’re going several years 

driving a atolea ear.. -45* fSSoOii jjliifcfe 1 * Halpin said. *2t is outside our 
occasions, he eluded -carAti*#,' : l* p>3igiSBlframeworkanditlBfomg to 
•Gates said a essafpc atmasat j .more work for -ms. -“But ft 


Ramirez a ticket,l<*r m xomsclmi 
violation -while She ^sjawest'-'J 


| riding a jnotorcyete&jt 
town area-as 


But he -said the; fDdfrea Place onramp to the Gieg-y sa jd the suspect has an intense 


■ connect Ramirez with :the widely 
j distributed composite drawing of 


: the Night Stalker suspect 

“I wish he had taken another 
! step to look more closely, but it’s 
;. difficult to criticize the officer,” 
i Gates said.' ■" 

! Earlier, Ramirez outran another 
! officer -who gave chase in .fhe 
j Glassell Park area June 15. 7, Tbe 
: officer had determined during a 
; routine traffic stop that the suspect 
; was driving a stolen car. 

. Ramirez has been arrested .pre- 
j viously on minor drug offenses and 
for auto thefts, according to author¬ 
ities. Gates said the fingerprint of 
Ramirez found at the scene of 
Vincow’s murder could have been 
matched with the suspect’s finger- 


«3;"iauily'is helpful. 

Meanwhile, a team of 20 sheriff’s 


Wildgans’ girlfriend, who was , 
not injured in the attack, provided 
a description of the killer that 
matched that of Ramirez, Kowalski 
said. 

“An affidavit filed Saturday by 
San ‘ Francisco police Inspector 
Frank Falzon in support of the 
arrest warrant issued for Ramirez 
connected the suspect to jewelry 
stolen from Pan’s home as well as to 
‘^pentagrams;’’ a satamc'symbol: 

; Pentagrams, -five-pointed stars, 
were found on a wall inside the Pan 
house after the murder and on the 
door of a SanTrancisco hotel room 
where Ramirez stayed sometime 
within the last two weeks. , ; - 
Falzon described an interview 


MKidetS dressed in yellow raincoats,. with a friend of Ramirez’s, Donna 
ofejinfied through bushes along the-• Louise Myers of San Pablo, who 

Plooo nnromn tn tho » . i _ i___ «« 


fe&iife Freeway in Glassell Park yc-s-| inter est in .the.Relief ; -of .satanism 
terday for evidence that may be 3 anc | believes pentagrams are partic- 
linked to the Night Stalker slayings. | uiarjy significant. 

[|Six_E ie c.?s of “possible evidence" A -she additionally stated that 

were recovered during the search,; Richard Ramirez has. a tattoompon l 
said sheriff’s spokesman Deputy -! his arm c f such a pentagram or ! 
Richard Shaw. He declined to iden-'l five-pointed- star,” Falzon wrote. I 


tify the objects. 

Investigators had rsctflsw* 


* tip jj 


She* further stated... that Richard j 
Ramirez, to her knowledge, often j 


that Ramirez may Mm .eutsped:: draws or inscribes the pentagram,, 

cnmo itomc olnna thp nnnmrt /inr_ i! . __*_i it ■ 


some items along the onramp dur¬ 
ing the course of the serial killings, .! 
Shaw said. The recovered items! 
were photographed, packaged and j 
inventoried by two detectives on j 
the sheriff’s Night Stalker task ; 
force, who supervised the search. [ 
Another team of 40 sheriff’s 
cadets armed with metal detectors 


or five-pointed star. 

Prosecutors, however, have dis : : 
counted satanism as a motive in the . 
Night Stalker killings. ’’ ~~ ; 

-Faizon’s affidavit also-identifies j 

an acquaintance of Ramirez’s, Ar¬ 
mando Rodriguez, of £1 Sobrante, 
who said he purchased jewelry 
:from the suspect sometime in late 
August. The jewelry was identified 
.by Pan's son, David, as belonging to 
his parents and apparently taken 
during the Aug. 17 , incident. -Bar¬ 
bara Pan, Peter’s wife, was shot in 


also searched — unsuccessfully — 
prints'taken*when^he^was*booled ! Jn.flW'WnBy of Eighth Strand 
for a petty theft arrest in South iMottAvenue in Boyle Heights for a 
Pasaripna in iftfii - J small-caliber handgun Ramirez is 

Vinrow -who lived alone "was 1 1>elieved t0 have thrown away 

vmcow, wno uvea aione, <was rhasp that Jed to his I ®ara ran, reier s wne, was auui *u 

slashed to -death to a nighttime ^mre tost iturdav • “ > the head during the attack ;.and 

attack inside her first-floor apart- .capture last aaniroay. • • - .... 

ment. The suspect broke in “by A ^w eMorcement somxe how- 
xemoving a screen over an open ever, confirmed that shenfFs detec- 
rear window Gates said tives recovered a ,22-caliber 

A law enforcement source said last Saturday in Tijmma. 

Vincow’s apartment "is the first ™ 


remains hospitalized .in serious con¬ 
dition. • ‘ “ , v 

to another development fester- j 
.day, the Associated Press reported, 
that after his arrest, Ramirez 


murder scene that has had one (a P«*sible links to the Night Stolker .phoned his brother^ulton-Ramir^ 


fin aerprinl l" 

irez’s. 


StifSl^ n;mT. _cgse, the sheri frs departtoent^id. 


Jr., and denied any involvement in t 
the slayings, according to the two; 
men’s sister, Rosa Flores of El Paso. 

“He was laughing,” Flores said. 
“He laughed aad then asked (Julian) 
how was the weather outside. And 
then he laughed some more -and 
said he didn’t ilo at.' That seems a 
little psychotic to me.” 


He rald § taff .writer Jeff Gottlieb 
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A sheriffs spokesman says six pieces of “possible evidence” were fou 


eriffs cadets search for evidence in 
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Di sifting 
‘mountain of 
evidence’for 
more counts 



By Andy Furlllo 
and Mark S. Wamlck 

Herald staff writers • - - - -. w ~"\ 

: obbiiig and weaving to 
avoid a battery of cam¬ 
eras, ! Richard Ramirez 
was formally charged 
with murder, ^and seven other 
crimes yesterday in his first court 
appearance as the suspected Night 
Stalker.V 

••And, according to District Attor¬ 
ney Ira Reiner, those charges prob¬ 
ably will not be the last filed against 
the 25-year-old drifter in an investi¬ 
gation focusing, on 14 slayings and 
at least 28 other attacks. 

“A mountain of evidence".will 
be analyzed 5;for other murder 
charges, Reiner said. /. •. . 

Ramirez was arraigned for the 
May 14 murder of Monterey Park 
resident‘ .William Doi and seven 
other counts,"Including the attack 
on Dot’s wife.'He also'was charged 
with the May 9 burglary-robbery of 
a woman identified .only as .Clara 
Hadsell of Monrovia, 

“There are a number of homi¬ 
cides,. attempted,.homicides,, sexual 
assaults,/burglaries-and, robberies 
that ife imder t investigaUoh,‘’altei-. 
ne r yiald_//at 'a ' .news conferen ce 
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ee .words 


nment .as 


/•read 

!S,*',:the ,sus,_...„ v „ 

when Halpin asked him if Richard 
Ramirez is his true name. Ramirez 
also replied “yes” two more' times.' 
when asked if he agreed to with¬ 
hold entering his plea and to>'aive 
his right to a preliminary, hearing 


The San Francisco murder case 
was filed against Ramirez' lri'don- 
nection with the Aug. 17 slaying of. 
Peter Pan, 66, whose wife, Barbara,; 
also was shot in the attack. Ramirez 
also was charged with attempted 
murder, burglary and two counts of 
investigators discovered the stolen robbery, said San Francisco district 


within 10 days. .'; .. . 

His next court date was set for 
Sept, , 9. Ramirez is being held 
without bail. #/’.-• **-’ ;\ v 
. In addition-to the Los Angeles 
County" charges, the San Francisco 
district attorney’soff ice announced 
yesterday that murder charges and 
four other criminal counts have 
been filed against him, stemming 
from an Aug. 17 attack in the Bay 
j Area. 

Authorities have said that as 
many as 16 murders have been 
linked to the Night Stalker. Sher¬ 
iff’s Sgt. Frank Salerno, the head of 
a task force investigating the Night 
Stalker attacks, which he said 
began in early February,' said at 
Reiner’s ijs&gjspference that his 
agency is||||||||oking'at 14 homi¬ 
cides. Twffl||8|i| murders may be 
linked, bu'roFrP’fiot yet considered 
Stalker cases, police have said. , 

• Reiner did not- say exactly how 
many 'charges would be filed 
against, the suspect! 

“I don’t think it would be condu¬ 
cive to the investigation... at this 
time to nail down the exact num¬ 
ber” of cases that comprise the 
Night Stalker probe, Reiner said. 

In another development yester¬ 
day, Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Sherma'ri Block said that “signifi¬ 
cant amounts” Of. .property alleg¬ 
edly stolen by ' the Night' Stalker 
from the homes’ of his victims have 
been recovered. , .' - • '• • 

While refusing to identify the 
property, 1 Block,' who spoke to 
reporters' during a ceremony hon- 
•oring the East Los'.Angeles resi¬ 
dents who, captured ; Ramirez 
during a chase last Saturday, said 
that some'of the items have been 
recovered jiince the suspect was 
taken into custody. • . . 

Block said that during the Night 
Stalker’s/intrusions, “In some 
.homes, he^tpok nothing. In some 
houses,-"’he took a 
(amount) of items.” , 

; . r The property is bei 
j,ried,. Block said,'adding 
warran ts'wer e used to 
,,ijro[5£?T$r'He would hot 


items. 


" At his arraignment yesterday, Jean Black. 


attorney’s office spokeswoman 


Ramirez also was charged with.two ". San Francisco authorities .set 


.counts of burglary, , two counts of Ramirez’s, bail at $10 million. 


robbery and single counts of rape, 
sodomy and oral copulation. 


The Orange County district at¬ 
torney’s office . said -its charges 


mm 

mmm 

i 


' The murder and. sexual assault against Ramirez probably will be 
charges and single counts each of file d early next week. The ch- 
robbery and burglary were in f j| e d in connection with the A 
connection with the May 14 attack shooting of William Cams, 21 
on the home of William apfi Lillie the rape of his fiancee, likeL .... 
Doi in Monterey Park, Reinbr said, include invididual counts of bur 
Doi, 65, was shot and Jailed and giary, rape and attempted murder, 
his wife was assaulted. Ramirez also said James Enright, the county's 
allegedly robbed the couple of their chie f deputy district attorney, who 
jewelry during the attack. added that “we want to make sure 

Murder during the course of we do nothing that would interfere 
robbery comprises. a “special cir- with Los Angeles’ case." Cams was 
cumstances” allegation that could seriously wounded in the shooting, 
result in the death penalty for Also’ yesterday: 

Ramirez if he is convicted. . . 

. Halpin said prosecutors would c , "Investigators from the Night 
decide whether to pursue the death Stalker task force traveled to El j 
penalty against Ramirez after the Pas 0 - Texas, \yhere Ramirez was; 
suspect’s preliminary hearing, as- born and raised, to compile back- , 
suming he is held over for trial. . g rou " d information on the suspect,; 
' Additional robbery and burglanv / .spokesman Deputy Joe > 

charges were filed in connection*?^, , «i 

with the May 9 break-in at * ,AIqpksugatofs j aJs«)» denied pub- 

Monrovia residence of Clara , that-L weapon be- 

sell, . 85. Cash and jewelry V^eulr^eei'mad .bj^ 1 the Night Stalker 
taken from her. home. The eldfe’^K' ihad Ideen* j’No gun has 

woman was not p h y s i c a 11 yr. ta?^.8 fyuivi,; I;• sUrf p ne investigator 


P,or : !js,tha«- 

^^^the 


denied pub- 
weapon he¬ 
ight Stalker 
’No gun has 
investigator 
're trying to 




jealed*to the 
ling a small- 
isses saw Ra- ■ 
l Saturday’s; 


woman was not physically*‘asinvestigator 
saulted. [*«. t re frying to 

-.Deputy Public Defender .i ' 

Meyer represented. Ramirez ye3^fj jt^^tefelsA^ill'apCealed-to the 
day. He said he had spoken a small- 

Ramifez before, the arraignnj^.e^igS Mds?#*?feses saw Ra- 
but he refused to.characterize ,tae ijn^ez 'fearmrsd 'dAnftg Saturday’s 
suspect’s mood. ■ ' •• " : cnase. im "V- nyinnp. 

Reiner, like other law enforce-.-•• ■ • ■; 

ment sources, also downplayed the -Tucson Ariz police said they 
significance of satanism as a possi- received information that Ramirez 
bib motive.behind the Night Stalker telephoned his brother, who lives m 
•murders' '"= -- -the Tucson area, sometime last 

“In my discussions with investi- 

eators I haven’t found anvhodv told police about the call Saturday, 
52 "hi “ thaT serK” -about the| .time. *: .the suspect’s 
Reiner said. ' - arrest,^ said Tucsop Police^ Chief 


i Tucson, Ariz., police said they 


Salerno, the lead investigator on 


about, the. time of the suspect’s 
arrest,.said Tucson’Police Chief 
Peter Ronstadt. Ramirez’s call prob- 




the Hillside Strangler nmr^retlmt ably * as n ^ 

gripped.Los Angeles, in .1977-78. ; area - ? dded ' / " . , 






lied the- Night Stalker case 
s’t important, most !diffi< 
st complex” he has ever wor 
He said investigators believe 
* murder suspect jcted alon 
e Night Stalker attacks. - • 


Lompoc Police Depart- 
tracted a press •’ release 
t.that one.of Ramirez’s 
nts was discovered in the 
Pan, the. San Francisco 
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•^^•.^y^PPO|^|j^»gs, Night Stalke^susped^Richard Ramirez bows his head during arraignment proceedings, j 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


St^ef victim’s daughter 
makesa plea fiprjustice 


By Timothy Carlson 

Herald staff writer 

•• The daughter of William Doi, the w j ji be pro longed." c 
victim of the only murder so far "jDoi,'who was 65 when- he .died, 
charged to Night Stalker suspect was torn in Sari Luis Obispo. His 
Richard Ramirez, said yesterday father v?as a broker in the farming 
that she will not rest easy unity business near Salinas. After World 
justice is done.' ' . War 11 ,'Ooi worked as a truck rate 

; -i‘I .will only feel relief whed a clerk In. Chicago.. • • 

person is proved without a shadows) After studying international 
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STALKER VICTIMS DAUGHTER 
MAKES A FLEA FOB. JUSTICE 


ter, Linaa. 1 presume |i .. .. - — — 

have completed all the correct legal | career with a transportation divi- 
steDs but...it’s hard to tell what flsion of the Santa Fe Railroad, 

A . . _n lu_imnrr ortn oc Hirootor 


will happen in the courts.” • ||r 

Doi died May 14 after being shot 11 

i i the face by a man who broke into $ 
his Monterey Park home just before j 
vfewn and then assaulted his wife, . 

Lillian. ' - ' 

A retired freight executive for 
the Santa Fe Railroad, Doi never 
lost faith in the American system of L 
justice, his daughter said, even] 
when he was put into a detention 
camp for JapaneseJAmericans dur¬ 
ing World War JI.. ’ •>.. •••■ 

After petitioning to President 
Franklin Roosevelt, -Doi'was-among 
many Japanese-Americans who 
were allowed to fight.'against the 
Germans in Africa and Europe in 
the’ highly decorated Nisei regi¬ 
ment , . . ' 

“My mother asks over and over, 

‘Why 7 ’ Why did it. happen to my 
father?” said Linda,.who asked that 
' her'last name not be used. “Why 
would someorie do .something this 
brutal to not only one person, but 
so many? To anyone with any moral 
fiber, it seeriis' so unbelievable. 

. . Linda, a Monterey Park resident, 

said that like her late father, her 
mother has shown.amazing resili¬ 
ence. “My father was. never bitter 
about his experience .in the deten¬ 
tion camps,” she said. “My mother, 
who had suffered;a.stroke a few 
' years ago', seems to have'recovered 
from this better then anyone in our 

family. v' •!’, • , 

.“We just hope they have enough 
evidence ‘ to. .convict 'someone of 
these crimes)’J>ecause -without 
bringing someone 'to lu ll Justl Spi 
im3feP*SHe*law, ’our famfly’s jriefj 


retiring a few years ago as director 
of international sales. 

Linda, who is studying psycho¬ 
therapy, said that her field includes 
child abuse and sexual abuse. 

“I would like to know what is in 


the, backgro und to mako-ji person[1 
do something like this,” she said. [I 
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By ROBERT W.ST3W ART. 
‘Timas Staff Writer 

Standing with his lead bowed. 

• Night Stalker suspect'R: chard ‘Ra - 

• nzrez was arraigned Tuesday on a 

• .single murder couni and -sever. 

' other charges stemming from two 

■ date night attacks m -early Hay an : 
:4he San Gabriel Valley. 

.Ramirez was charged with'mur- 
der, burglary., robber]/, jape, sod- _ 
omy and forced oral copulation ir. 
the May 14 shooting 'death x: • 
tv iiiiam Boi, 65, of Monterey Park j 
and an attack on Doi’s wife. Be¬ 
cause of ihe allegation -of special 
circumstances—"that- Ramirez 
kiiied Dei while committing the 
! other crimes—he could face ihe 
i death penalty. 

' Diving Alone 

In a second attack that had .not 

• previously been publicized,- Rami- 
| re7 was accused" of robbing and 
i burglarizing ihe Monrovia home of 
: Bo-year-old Ciara Cecilia Hadsal: 
i or. May 3. The woman, who was 
! living alone, tola authorities that a 
| man appeared in her bedroom at 
| 2:30 a.m.,-shined a flashlight in he: 
i eyes and robbed her of cash and 
I jewelry. 

j Meanwhile, authorities in San 
1 Francisco said they have formally 
; charged Ramirez, a 25-year-old 
: drifter, with the Aug. 17 murder of 
i accountant Peter Pan. 66. and the 
j attempted murder of his wife,Bar- ' 
Itoara. 

1 And in Orange County, the dis- ■ 
trict attorney’s office said it expects 
i to charge Ramirez -today with at- 
I tempted murder, rape, robbery and ■ 
1 burglary in connection with an 
i Aug. 25 attack on a Mission Viejo 
i-couple. •• . '. j 

At a press conference before 
iRamirez's arraignment in Los An- 
. geles Municipal Court, Los Angeles 
| County Disk Atty. Ira Reiner said 
(investigators are still developing 
i evidence in “a number".of murders. • 
attempted murders, burglaries.; 
rob beries a nd sexual assaults that' 
tentatively neve been "linked to a 


-■‘tv EDar- £-- s:a': 


LOS ANGELES, C? 

•Dai? 9-^-B5 

Wednesday 

‘ Tltl? STALKER SI'S?I" AkKAI CKIj; 
ALSO CHARGED IK S.7. 


•'Cnaracie: 


! Glassification- 

iSuQRiitspg Oiiice Log ^g^g 


j indexing- 


b6 

b7C 


i-15Z. 6- ( - 

SEARCHED__INDEXED_ 



SEARCHEO INDEXED 



SERIALIZED Ell Fn 


1 

J 

SEP 0 41985 , 

FBI — LOS ANGELES 



IBIgj 



FB. DCJ 










• i ' 


j ni ghttime in truder pobce have cubDed the 
. Night Szaflcer. 

c-uAl though the precise numbers have been 
in dispute. authorities believe that the 
. assailant, who frequently entered victims' 
homes through sopen doors or windows, 
may .have ^committed -as many as 14 
, murders -and -nearly two dozen other 
. crimes, including sexual assaults and bur- 
i glaries, since early February. Most of the 
■attacks occurred in the San Gabriel and San 
Fernando valleys. 

' ‘.‘Assuming the evidence warrants,” Re> - 
!ner said, “we -will op friing additional 
i charges (against Ramirez) within the next 
»couple of weeks.” 

‘ At the request of deputy .public ceiend- 
i ers David Meyer and 3ernadette Sverman, 
Los Angeles ‘Municipal Judge Siva R. 
Soper allowed Ranujej^fleiay entering 
pleas until Monday. Saturday by 

East Los Angeles resiifej,? after he alieg- 

• ealy attempted tp.s^J#MSut03. Ramirez 
!is being held'^pfflgt bail in Los Angeies 
i County Jail 

. A Los Angw^>M'w enforcement official 
said Tuesday that Ramirez is not talking to 
detective? about the crimes. He .appears 
■ calm anc relaxed, is sleeping and eating 
well, and is “recovering nicely” from 
. injuries he sufiered when he was captured, 

. officials said. He has refused requests for 
interviews. 

Spectators Screened 

Sheriff's deputies took unusual steps to 
. protect Ramirez at his arraignment Tues¬ 
day, screening spectators with metal de¬ 
tectors before admitting them to Soper’s 

• courtroom on the fifth floor of the Criminal 
Courts Building. The usually empty bench¬ 
es in the gallery were packed with report¬ 
ers, photographers and spectators. 

Asked why his office did not file charges 
in other cases that police have linked to the 
Night Stalker, Reiner said, “The evidence 
: that we have presently With respect to the 
; two cases that we have filed on. . .is clear 
There is more than sufficient evidence 

• for us to file. 

“In terms -of - the rest Df the case, 
understand that the suspect was arrested 
just over Xhe .weekend,'” -Reiner .said. 
“There is a mountain of evidence that has 
to be collated; has to be analyzed, has to be 
investigated, there is scientific investiga-. 
lion that is still -going on. Within the next 
couple -Of-.weeks, I -expect it will ail be' 
; pulled together arid decisions will be made! 
J as to.which cases will be filed." •-... > '3 

; -^OutsideDoper's,courtroom, -Deputy Disty 
j AttyrR.-jPhilip Halpiii, "who is .prosecuting 1 
the-case,'‘said ; the dharges~filed '-against 1 
R am i r ez in iQie'Doi and Hadsall incidents 
are based on physical evidence. Neither 
surviving -victim has yet been asked 4o : 
ide ntify Ram irez as'her assailant, HalDin 
.mid " 


-However, Hilpin saic he expects tha. 
authorities will stage a lineup soon for 
victims of crimes beiieved committed by 
the Night Stalker. • 

rHalpin said he expects that authorities in 
San Francisco and Orange counties wii! 
wait until court proceedings in Los Angeies 
•are complete before moving-to put Ramirez 
on trial in their jurisdictions. 

“1 would anticipate, assuming that we 
j get going, that they -will wait untii we’re 
j through "Kaipin said.' . 

.j Information that emerged Tuesday about 
the events that led .to Ramirez’-identifica¬ 
tion as the suspected Night Stalker indicat- . 
ed that new computerized technology and 
' old-fashioned police work both -played a j 
role. .But it was not clear which proved; 
more important. j 

At a Sacramento press conference, Atty. i 
Geri. John Tan de Ramp -credited a new; 
Department di Justice computer system - 
• with picking Ramirez’ fingerprints out of > 
380.000 other sets Friday only three' ■ 
S minutes after the system was fed a partial 
print lifted from a stolen car spotted in tne 
vicinity of the Mission Viejo attack. 

In that Aug. 25 incident. 3ill Cams, 29. 
was critically injured when he was shot in 
the head while .sleeping His fiancee was 
i raped. 

! Van de Kamp said that the need tc 
capture the Night Stalker was so urgent 
that the ins tallation of the new “Cal-ID" 

computer system, which is still in progress, 
was interrupted so the system could be 
reprogrammed to search for the Night 
Stalker’s prints. - 

It was -a'fluke that Ramirez’s finger-, 
prints, taken after an arrest in December, 
1984, showed up in the computer’s memory 
banks, Van de Kamp said. The only prints 
■that so far have been fed into the system 
are those -of offenders bom since Jari. I, 
1960, Van de Kamp said. Ramirez was bom 
InFebruary of that year. 

-The-same day the computer identified 
Ramirez’sprints. The Times learned, a Sar. 
Pablo woman supplied San Francisco po¬ 
lice with Ramirez’s last name and led them 
to another man -who, it turned out, had 
.purchased from Ramirez jewelry stolen 
from-murder victims in San Francisco and 
Southern California. 

; TDonna Louise Mye^jb^^The Times that 
San Francisco police ;i*ski${iii£d her Friday, 
four days after her diaghter, who lives in 
X^Ppoc,-had told local police about a [ 
Jwigtjjne famuy acquaintance n amed Ric k 
iwb'> seemed to resemble ~3 -composite' 


drawing of the Night Stalker?- 

The daughter toid Lompoc police ins', 
•family members had recently purchasec 
.! jewelry from Rick in San Francisco. 

When San Francisco authorities. 

I knocked on Myers' door in San Pablo,! 
Myers said, she told them that Rick’s last 
•: name is Ramirez, and that she had been 
•; introduced to him six or seven years before' 
i! in El Paso, Tex., his hometown, by Arman-. 
lido Rodriquez, a friend -who lives in El. 
j 1 Sobrsnte in the San Francisco Bay Area. 

> In an affidavit sworn by San Francisco 
j-; police to obtain a warrant for Ramirez’s 
3! arrest, authorities said Rodriquez gave 
j|them a diamond engagement ring, a pair o' 

| cuff links and two other nieces of jewelry 
jijthat bad been stolen from the home of .the. 
i s Pans in San Francisco. Rodriquez tok 
i-jpolice he had purchased the-jewelry froir 
: j Ramirez, the affidavit said. 

! Los Angeies detectives later examined 
5 i other piecesof jewelry that police obtained 
•i from Rodriquez and determined that som e 
:h ac been stolen from the homes of Night 

! Stalker victims'll! the Los Angeies 
; area, - f '« > 

The affidavit also disclosed that a 

• bullet removed from Pan’s body 
' was'‘declared by a ballistics expert 

• to have been fired from the same 
j gun used to kill some of the Night 

Stalker’s Los Angeles victims. 

The -affidavit said that both 
1 Myers and the keeper of a San 

j Francisco rooming house where 

Ramirez was believed to have 

• stayed said the suspect showed an 
unusual interest in the occult and 

i; Satan. 

Alex Melnikov, the manager of 
the-Bristol Hotel at 56 Mason St. in 
San Francisco, told .police that he 
had found an inverted, five-pointed . 

. star, known as a pentagram, in-' 

scribed on—the door of a room. 

. i adjacent to one occupied by Rami-: 

• jrez in late'August. A similar star . 

i j was found on the wall at the Pans’ 

j home, the affidavit said. i 

: ! A pentagram, ibelieved by some j 

. to represent Satan'sRoms, isrfre.- ] 

quently associated with '.the-^m^ - - • 
and devil worShql * . 

• However, Sftcihs press rosier- < 
ence that followed RamireS-s ar-1 
raignment Tuesday* Reiner played- 
down the rolfe pf devi! worship i?i j 
' the case._.__ i 





! “ '-It 1 t v.v sj scussicns -'•'un mvesv.- 
j gators, I haven’t founa anyone who 
j has taken any of that seriously/’ he- 
j said. 


raost wag-iiii i. unsuccessfully tries SS" 

. iotets"'.j parked outside a bather shop, 
e one o i the .j paustino Pincn. who Joined tr.t. 
c said he has j C nase after the suspect tried to 
•25 years. j steal his daughter’s Mustang; "Man - 
:n Ramirez in = U ci La Torre, who hit Ramirez 
; with a steei rod after the suspect 
I: struck Ds La Torre’s wife and then 
to steal her car; and Jose 
■ 3urgoin. who also chased Ramirez 
i, and helped hold him until police 
rived. 

I ■ Deputy Bamirez, 25, who is not 
related to the suspect, was the first 
officer on the scene. 

*'j "“Hollywood couldn’t have better 
i! planned it,” Supervisor .Kenneth 
!| Hahn said at the presentation cere- 
| jnony. "We "had heroes. an the 
| Olympic Caines. TTnese are our 
} hetpasiMsyeari” 
f; Los Angeles MayorTom Bradley' 
| plans 'S ’similar -award -ceremony 
; J- : >msy at City Hall. 

Tffe.Stif.'an'isors also acted on the 
of -some of the total 


•Meanwhile, the Los AngeiesPo- l losers, sz 
lice’Department-backed away from | worked m 
a statement it had released Friday - Gaj said 
; that -linked the Night Stalker with the area . 

16 murders. “The Dos'Angeles lomgntm 1 . j; - 

County Sheriff's ’Denartment, Otners said they.did not remem- j, tried 

which is -coordinatin'? ihe daw eh-1 oer Bamirez frequenting die area 
forcement taskiorce investigating ! tor that long a time, but many asm 
\ the Night Stalker attacks, nad set i they believed he dived tor at least ,, 
the total of killings at’14. ” ’ |. several -weeks at -ihe 700-room 

! -Asked Tuesday ’if ihe l£PD'.s A Hotel Cecil. 640 S.Main SL, where 
i tally murders .still stands,rooms wejslowasSleanjgnt. _ 

i Cm^Wfcn Booth said, “We’re 1 &aool ;*mnquez,;a hotel night _ 
mot jSp^'numbers.’The detec- ’ clerk.-said ~a-man ne iscertam is,, 

Itwskmme 'in a Letter position to "BM&w lived’m a 14th-iioor-room | 
m mm -with the district attorney *>r several-weeks m late-July and - 
lm determine which’ crimes they August and for another two weeks 
lean £lose.~We’re not going to talk, dn late August. • . ■ 

I numbers now.” • 

I . . ; sn the same .froor said he n® 

--■= | brief conversations -with 

Beiner said,'“We have sufficient i an ^ 3E jg Ramirez told him he was. 
evidence to convince us that the : p-.-wn Ciudad Juarez. Mexico. He, 
majority of these crimes were, in ; aa id .the-men -did not know fiach.fi .feissoBEEm 

.fact, committed by the same per- ; otherbyname. --=-•--— 

son. However, I would caution you " -g e Bamirez liked to play , S80.095 offered by a variety of state 
that not all of these cases are ; Joc j : ' r »’ roll music on his hotel- . i oca ] government officials.ior 
necessarily attributable tc the -. room ra( y 0 and, judging from odors.information leading to the arrest 
same person." j Enriquez could smell, was smoking an Q conviction of the killer. 

In response to-a reporter’s cues- j marijuana. Family members and • Th e supervisors passed a motion 
tion. the district attorney said it | acquaintances of Bamirez had pre- . introduced by Supervisor 'Pete 

“would not be conducive to the - .. —-«— - - Schabarum to convene a special 

investigation” to say how many jviously described his love of bothj panel, made up of county sheriff’s, 
•crimes that the district attorney’s j loud music and the drug. j; legal and administrative personnel, 

office believes are connected. j!. Enriquez said there were three-!’ to determine who will share in the 

Meanwhile, some of the mer- ;; and four-day -periods in which $30,095 county reward- 
chants, clerks and others who live.; Ramirez appeared to be staying in - ’ ’ "Any final determination of the 
and work in Los Angeles' Skid Row j; Lis room. ' - \ amount of reward to be given to 

neighborhood said Tuesday that,. Nearby a t Margarita’s Place a*> individuals should wait until it is 
Bamirez spent much time in recent jj 24-hour restaurant, waiter Alfredo ' determined whether others will 
•months in hotels and in cafes near Leyva said Ramirez had come in to “ step forward.” Schabarum said, 
'near the corner of Mam and 7th ; eat about 10 times, the most recent I “and offer information that will 
streets. • . _ ’’ being .two months ago. - j assist in the conviction of the 

Those who remeir.Derea Bamirez ; person resoonsible tor tnese nei- 

; described him .as a disheveled, *e ^^f ^e m alone , Us crimes." 

’ wilri-Viairpri warvlone** i-*Gy\Z saia. iie con t talk with . 

; ^ wSe?He used to come »**•" • '’ r . t to tt «**££ 

; in, -buy a Pepsi, chips. Sometimes | In another .development Tues-, Freed Leon- 

,'he’d have some wine that he’d ■ day. the Los Angeles County Board ard Gre0nwO od.-Carl Ingram, Eric 
! 'Bought somewhere else, he’d drink -of Supervisorsjiresentedplaques to Ma]nic Caro! McGraw, Feneiope 


















MICHAEL EDWARDS / Los Angeles Times 

He looked like one of 


Larry Gaj, night clerk at Mike's Market on 7th near Main 
the losers." 
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crimma' . charges -aver® 
"being prepared for filing In 
the Night Stalker multiple mur¬ 
der case, -officials yesterday 
downplayed the role of sat 2 nism 
as a possible motive behind the"R> 
grisly slayings Thai -terrorized 
California 

Meanwhile, it was disclosed 
yesterday th't the fingerprints of 
Richard Rar ; rez. the suspect in 
the series o murders from the 
Bay Are 2 to Orange County, were 
found in the home of the Night 
Stalker’s final murder victim in 
San Francisco. 

In Los Angeles, investigators 
continued their search for the 


'gun iSamirez "may "'havec-nsed. 
'■.wliflen sneraffsleani of rpiihino!- 
%_gj5*s ; etufFpeS a car jroimffjSim- 
niay-'&at'the suspect is’beileved to 
'Savedriven.'-'" - 

jAs!Sor the case’s satariic over- 
Hanes'.' ?ohe '.-law enforcement 
-source close to tbe Night Stalker 
■investigation said that symbol- 
such as inverted pentagrams 
were discovered only Cat'a cou¬ 
ple” -of locations in which "Rami¬ 
rez -allegedly shot, raped, 
sodomized and mutilated-Ris vic¬ 
tims. - - • 

“But they cenainly'wdreri’t at 
-ail (locations).” the source-said. “3 
think you (the press) are going off 
on the wrong tangent.” 

Another lav. enforcement 
source suggested that the T'light 


Stalkor/B-S. Col. 1 




h'mac3;e pac*. ns*"* r- 
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‘Look at Berkowitz." this source 
-• referring to David Berkowitz. 
so-called Son of Sam killer who 
med that -demons who -bacf 
'•essed his neighbor's dog prod- &je z 
him into killing his six victims force 
ne New York City-area in 19?Y. iBrcb 
He was a (con) artist, too. Mk one, 
d to make people think he wfk 
ing to a dog. But‘he copoed p:si ’°j 
:nat. You see a lot of stuff at# H r ^, 
of these scenes." 5* 

-s for the Night Stalker slavip.es. 
source said that they w&» 
ng the most brutal he has e--lr M 


3L^r&-Ogi&mB£ i 


-lPc h 1, par f ? &al “ciudes three duplexes, in- Prancisco areaiive.davs-earlier h 
g_fft Stalker task .eluding the one-fronting on Esper- learned that ‘Ian-’-old family . 
gpnw; s arrest, he anza Street, where Johnny Morales’ cuaintance named "Rick"-was in i 
fc&f 0 :ue at ieas: ' ar ? e Q°8 chased Ramirez. fiav Area on Aug.-17. the day ti 

cM^ases against Residents of the East Side com- Peter Pan.-66, the last of the Nig 
LtjHu” „••• -Tnunity eventually captured Rami- Stalker’s murder.victims, was sia 
Ri k ave rez and ba l d b ™ undl sheriffs The Lompoc -woman told poll 

deputies arrived that “Rick’s” .appearance match 


The Lompoc -woman told poll 
that “Rick’s” .appearance match 


js Sill com- , The Los Angeles County sheriff's the composite drawing of the Nig 


pin U the^prosecutor 0 ^p f0UI ^ al . someof the murder Ramirez that was discovered Sun- obtained a brace! 

Night Stalkerrase sSw fhaflHBi 0nS *- lPm „ . ' tiay 111 Lincoln Heights. from had been stolen 

rtones of satanisin have not ^^ es . ugators J' esterda y. ^ oatin ' Resufe^Mie examination were an Au<Pl?!rarglary in the Mari 

a raised in discussions he has i0T 3 crucial -* > '® c ® ^ot avdHHKy .late last night, district of San Francisco — t\ 

nvith investigators who are ^*iT agunthat Investig-^m^parently .were look- days before the Pan homicide, 

king the case . jK mir ® z “ ay ^.thrown away i ng for«TOFprints and possibly Lompoc police forwarded ti 

It's-one of those exotic thines” du ’f ng b,s unsuccessful some traces of blood. •• information to the San Francis- 

sin said. “But it doesn’t take u'p : Arfppfp-f lreedom through East Los • The .disclosure-.that 'Ramirez’s -Police .Department homicide inv< 
)t of our time We’re more " ,v j'.i. , fmgerprmts-were discovered in the -ligators, who termed the disclosu 

terned with the hard facte" f h r° ugh honie of tbe Nighl Stalker’s murder -la very hot lead,” according 

tvestieators worked arnimrt'n.s'^ e yard theme. -Jhat fronts jpetun in San Francisco came in a 'Smith.- 

k yesterday and Sunday to nut ' I ^.P eraa ? a -' Street; ^ n I 1 lie Side -Press -release issued yesterday-by A 'reinterviewwith the Lomp. 
exacts together for Se^Sfof "Sk ip'- Smi ^ h of 4h ® ? X, “P 0C informant by Sgt. Rany.fHeidt . 

murder cases that are expected *°J ^^ ce . De P a rtment. the' city’s police department turn* 

j filed in Los Angeles Municmal ^ ea P° D * a::?m ? u ‘ ca ^^R^ nd '.-.' rSmith.sald that an unidentified -mplhe names, bf.some .Bay -An 
-t against the 25-yearold Rami • f*Ji tbat *?\ e ^ tl 6 at ors.^y is desper- resident -eof -'the -northern -Santa- ‘residents- who'-ihen provided S: 
B me U5-yeapold Rami- ately needed to connect Ramirez to Barbara County.comm'unity’helped Francisco detective^ with “Rick’. 

tVe’re under a legal ohlioatinn son }, e . the sla ymgs. sarr..? - ■. • -provide San Francisco police with a complete name — Richard Ramire 
TaimMmS a timelv manner ” .o!SS\ See , n , ni 5 nil l with ^entiffcation of Ramirez. --,3n ’Phoenix,-police-Rgt. Dei 

'in said, referring to Ramirez’s on S^Wvnn d qfr^t S ^ 1Va th 0r 'H 1 fi VeZ The ? ip =aUowed : *he.-d8ay -Area .Benson'-said yesterday that LAP 
titutional right to havSSges beckT/I? e anpS''3fftp? , 4 at0rS & lr3Ce 3 fin | er P rint _. de . te pti v es. attempting to trace R 
against him within two court A? - Angeles ' “ ft ® d 7rom . lbe suspected INight .'mirez’s movements 4n--the -da 

of his Saturday arrest or be set r!rth 5la f? U l ez Tun ^ a,ker slayin g “ the Bay Area to before, his capture iaave told hi 

uraay arrest or.De set north into m alley ,ihatjuns (the suspect. - _ . n. '•’that-the suspected 3«ght Stalk, 

3 Tnirp 7 ’c 5 rr,mn™ mt : .-'P ara * lel wlt n Fsperanza.Street.iSmith said that the unidentified -was in Ihe.Arizona city ^ust a fe 

SlpjJfS then - pe suspect was next spotted -r- Citizen contacted Lompoc -police, od days before his arrest on Saturda 

HSnSrtS °fn?& ^p£p°c 3 gUn - aC ^ rding 10 wit ; Aug..26 and said that members of Herald staff writer Huben Cast 

Halpunaifl that thanks to the nesses —^running through a yard her family who were in the San neda pontributed to'tm Tstof y. 


}2t ev’M ^ 

ills*. C - v 
bos ami' 


-^department forensic team 


Stalker that had been distribut 


a-rail take the form most of yesterday morning examm- throughout .the state. Smith saic 
rams,-firearm com- ing a green 1976 Pontiac Grand Prix In addition. Smith said t 
issiUly some finger- believed to have been driven by womaragg$jj§gjuthorities her fam 


womar 
membf 
from " 


uthorities her fam 
obtained a brace! 
aat had been stolen 
irglary in the Mari 


e examination were an AugrTsraurglary in the Mari 
by .late last night, district of San Francisco — t\ 
parently .were look- days before the Pan homicide, 
arints and possibly Lompoc police forwarded ti 
blood. •; information to the San Francis 

ire--.that 'Ramirez’s .Police.Department homicide invi 


■er com mitted the crimes sim- 
to satisfy his own demented 
se of pleasure. 

“This euy liked what he was 
n r , and v ' anted to co as much as 
sihle." tms source said. 

This source also confirmed, the 
cover- of satamc symbols .at 
>e homes that were invaded 
Slight Stalker, -but 
the pentagrams 
:ind primarily ms “a 
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Investigators theorized ?^>ndaj 
' that Night Stalker-suspect rthhard 
F&mtrgz'hsfl seen visiting relatives 
: 2 f ArizC-Ks and took a’bus'back to 
•lies AngeieS Saturday morning 

• unaware that he had been pubiiciy 

• identified as the prime suspect the 
night before. 

"we thought ibis -guy was real 
smart but this just points out hov 
incredibiy arrogant he was," said a 

• law enforcement source close tc 
the case-who-asked not to be 
identified. 


Only after -Ramirez's return to 
California, when he saw his picture 
on the front page of a Spanish-lan¬ 
guage newspaper, did he realize 
that he had been pubiiciy identified . 
as the stalker suspect. Ke ran and 
was captured minutes later by; 
angry citizens ihEastLos Angeles. '• 

Meanwhile,, police confirmed 
Monday that they have recovered 
at least one handgun believed used • 
by the killer and arexontinuihg to 
search for another small pistol that 
-Ramirez, 25, may have dropped 
Saturday as he was beingpursued. 

The weapons are considered cru- 
-ciai in linking Ramirez .to many-of 
the 16 slayings that ..police have 
attributed to the stalker.'Most of 
the victims were shot to death with 
one .of three .pistols; others were 
fatally a tabbed or bludgeoned in a 
seven-month crime spree thatde- 


tec tives~belj eve-may hav e-involve d 
sataruc.ntual. . v 
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RAMIREZ MISSED NEKS OF 
IDENIITi. AUTHORITIES THINK 
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N'o At torney Called j " A security supervisor at the'. - 

i 73 _„ •_^ , 1 Greyhound bus benot In Los An-;; 

-_ ialne - ‘p a nigh-se- j geies said Monday that. Ramirez f 
Countv rpTH Angeie ? i arrived ai the station eariv Saiar-i- 

?S^ £ " nCa i: aEC ? -although investigators were, 
-..j-s-“ 0 D - e ~ 2 f ra] ? ned _° n 1 still trying to determine which bus i! 

murcer xnarges W 5 anesc 3 y.. 3 tie.| h=rod= 0 

I :U % anattomey as of , Saturday afternoon, four dm-1 

! gn - 1, authorities said. Sixers .arrived -at the -benot and', 

1 hoSniS *? 7 !' opnnscatad a large brown tote bag f 


... * 
2 until 

move 


J - Z /u remamea 51151:1 wnen li tnat be did mot know what -was In * 
; 2s-<sd if he committed any crimes, jj the bag. * 

"I think he just wants a chance to {• "• . | 

j rest-and recuperate,” She Jaw en- |l SOihsrSiiliagt 
: fcrcement source said. *3 Sunk he f, jf ?_amirez -was 

• is oown from his emotional roller ij Saturday .mornmg.S^Pfcemove f 

• coasmrnaeancnowfsrastascared jiv^ ^ a . su ^ 2=I f i ^ 3 ^talker-iike ; ! 

•'iStw.«- f »=-7K=s!- -•<- 4-n - li-double slaying that occurred about'; 

2£ ° f “P* 5 **'»^£3tata.* .two men were 

i .work.’.o5hk?“fromlTS S h4-*?“» Sterapanyin 

; IWP o'!' t-1 = ““ “ i 55 '. i|. Jnvesiigaiors maid Mondav -that f 

apartments and cabbfeg in IS] §§§§| Possioie-tmvSvement ui -thef 

10 f * oriti f' -f“ter leaving .-the -.Greyhound 1 
source J b g a± ’ ' aud uhe station Saturday.:5tamirez.went-to ; 
p P “' ir „_ a a liquor store at 819 iTowiie lJt. AI; 

2 eer l I !! ading “erk there -said Ramirez picked up ‘ 
w Caluornia alter a bnef stay in a cqdv . of ^ Opinion, maw ^ J 

riSTthe mSm??™ v 5 ^? meDt P ict “ 5 ® n ^nt page -and! 
uiat toe manhunt for him mtensi- ! bolted. ' ; 


j Angeles County Sheriff Sherman ! SiubDard Street, after he allegedly; 
| Block, whose department is head-!' -punched a woman in the stomach! 
j ing a multiagency stalker task , and tried to steal her car. 

! force, released Ramirez’s picture! '“ iie came into town fat.-dumb > 
and reported that evidence linked! ^ happy, -and then 'he saw-his 
Ramirez to the serial killings. ! picture and he panicked,” a law- 

ln Tucson, Ariz.,police Sgt.Paul! 11130 said- - - _;Vi.’-'T i„y ' 
Hallums said Monday that his de- i -.-Jiving incognito under several 

partment received a call from Los’ -~~"* “ * 

Angeles authorities late last week ! aliases,-Ramirez -stayed briefly 
“to check our records to determine 1 : durmg mid-August with-amend in 
■whether or not XRamirez) nas a! . El ^brante, ® suburb morth-of. 
brother in Tucson. 'They "told us : -Oa^and, investigators -said. That, 
there was a possibility <the-sus- ' mend^ Armando ^pdnguez,.25, 
,-pect) was hefe last week.”' - ' . , was tracked;downby San-Prancis- 

' Phoenix police were hlsohoti- : “ Pf" e ulE1 ,? 0 H rante * ro ' 

HaUunis , ; said jecords ; indicate vOI ^^iday. r- j 

that-Ramirez, the youngest of five •' The woman-who rented -Rodn- 

chil.dren, .had a brother living in j r “ m ^ e ! hom5 1 ^ r ff^ 

-Tucson as late ai 1983. Police were! shock whe " '.5 he ; a ,^t ned 
attempting to find himMonday I ^an mispectednf 16 homiadesliad 
. -Thcson police PT a U,^ %>J stayed under her roofiSherequest- 

=weredecking whe£h^P#iave• ^ 300 saidshe^ever 

3iad any rece nt homici-^^^-- —' saw Ramirez. - = 

-thosehttfiBlited to the 


As prosecutors pre pared th eir 
case against Ramirez, a clearer ■ 
picture emerged of howinvestiga- 
xors were abie to identify him as a, 
prime suspect in the homicides. ! 

,:in -Lompoc, 130 miles north of J 
Los -Angeles, ‘ Police Chief J.D.! 
Smith said Monday that his depart- . 
mer.t received a call nn Aug. -26 ; 
from a Lompoc woman.who told J 
officers that members' of her family | 
had been mSahPrancisco'rive days 
before and had-purchased a-brace¬ 
let and -goia ring >ircrn"titan old 
fam ily acquaintance ; 5-om"Sl Paso, 

Tex., whom she .knew only ms 
Rick.” 

.The woman noted that "Stick” • 
matched the description-bf a widely : 
circulated composite sketch of the ! 
sxalkersuspect. . ' { 

Investigators-diseovereaihatihe j 
pieces had been stolen In an Aug. 
15 burglary in San -Pr an cisco’s: 
Manna District. The burglary’ nc- j 
curred two -days before the stalker 
crept into another San 'Francisco 
residence to kill So-year-old ac¬ 
countant Peter Pan and wound; 
Pan’s wife. ! 

■ Fingerprints found at the Marina ’ 
District burgiary matched -those ; 
found in a stolen car seen Aug. 25-in j 
the Orange County community of 
Mission ;Vie|o. where 29-year-old 
William Cams was--critically! 
wounded in an attack. Fingerprints [ 
from both Mission Tiejo 'and San 1 
Francisco -matched ‘Ramirez’s! 
prints on file-with the California 
Department of Justice .in 'Sacra¬ 
mento. 

An all-points bulletin went out 
Friday night, •- • 

■Times staff writer Dan Morain 
contrfbuiad-.to this stor y from^ RI; 
Sobrante. • ‘A- i 
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ByPATT MORPJSOK. Ptmcs Sirfr iVrfcer 

: ..The aging, green Ponuac Grand Prs looked to 
i be jus; another one of the many cars—stolen, 
I broken down or simply abandoned—that drivers 
I often leave aiong the tjuiet Lincoir: xieight? 
; street that borders the Golden State Freeway. 

| For about a month, the' hottest-missing car in 
! Southern California sat at a curb accmr uiattne 
i r.u«. But Sunday night, as police swarmed 
, a-t unr and a tow truck driver wearing white 
! gl'-ves careful];-' hauied the car away, neighbor! 


IISIIpL 


rvicnarn naimreu. _ .. , 

The discovery of thd,iu7£. Pontiac rekindled 
i concerns or. North Avenue I'S^hopJn neighbor- 
! hood safety—and what residents saypolice have 
| not done about it. 

Stalker task force investigators had been 
I searching for the green Grand Prut since July 20, 
' when a witness reported spotting it driving 
: a way from the scene of a killing in Sun Valley. 
: where a man was slain in his bedroom, his wife 
. ranee and their S-vear-oid son beaten. 




sat 
i blocks 


e time since, authorities 
Avenue 23, a scant two 
ay off-ramp. The .street 
: sweep jSS^BySM yE div deans the area every' 
| : Wednesday between 1 and'5 aun. ;must Jhave 
swept right around it at least three times. 

Hollenbeck Division police, in whose juris- 
, -diction the street lies, refused comment Mongg|? 
on any matters concerning the Night Stal|||| 
referring all inquiries to the Los Angeles Coi|S|§ 
1 Sheriff's Department-Detectives there were 
unavailable for comment, 
i Authorities said Sunday that a man-believed 


-to he Ramirez’s brother mid 
' the car.' His identity could : 
learned. 

• '"V.e’have a lot cf.cars stoi 
the street, and we call police 

-or abandoned,” said’Mary Slier.'Rodriguez. 2-1 
whose family has lived or. the block for 17.years. 

"Rodrigues said the abandoned cars worry her 
almost as much -as do the homeless win or. who . 
have hauled in mattresses, ever aid armchairr. 
to set up housekeeping in little cieanngs across 
' .the street, under the bushes that screen Avenue 
23 from the freeway. 

Rodriguez, -who has a -little -girl and is 
concerned about the other children on thi 
street, said increased police visibility is needec 
to deter crime. 

The-short street, lined on one side with 
California bungalows, dead-ends in an industria. 
area. It is a polylingual street too. The oid-timi 
families are Latinos, the newcomers Chinese and 
’Vietnamese and the language and cultural 
differences car. make neighborliness a delicate 
.. matter. 

Rodriguez would have reported the aban- • 
.-honed Pontiac herself, but it was parked farther 
;-'<lown the street, across from an occupied house, 

, -and she thought it might belong to a resident, so 
she refrained. 

• "It’s a lesson to,police.” said one resident who 

- -also complains to police about the street She did 
not .want -her name used. “They should patrol 
ihere” because of the cars, "and with all those 

» Jwinos, they should cut those trees.” 

iJVhile • some, .like Rodriguez and her sister 
Valerie Velasquez. 19, have tried to stem the tide 

- of abandoned cars and resident derelicts, others 
•Stave gotten so accustomed to it that theyjigure 
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•t thes s isii tUe that ever police can d o to stop it . 

! - "i noticed "it’d been -a few .weess there 
j anyway, and 1 never saw anyone get ciose to it." 
i said retired welder Edward A. 'Rodriguez, nc 
i relation to the sisters. "I thought probably 
something was wrong with it. -or (the owner-; 
i didn’t want to-wash it." 

| - The recovery of the £y^ : .eai;eeLcar yielded 
j-police few if any clues.^&^^s&a.'i tire, iron 
! was found inside, but tifey GdupjeSik : had'beer. 
i usedasaweaDon. Wd 
[ A similar tire iron, . one • of 

; the .16 murders attribufed_tc£?5^tajker, was 
I believed to have "been usediirbludgS&ft a victim 
! to death.' . _ - fc -; •.«■> ■' •— " 

i State motor vehicle records show the'Rohtlac! 
j registered to Jesus "Estrada at a San Fernando 
i adcress. However, Estelle Gonzales, who; said 
i she has lived at that address for 17 years, sac 
; rricay that she did not own the car and did not 
I know Ramirez. 

.1 *' # _ . , • • , 

"Sauntered Off 

■ Still, .it sent'a shudder through the neigh- 
! borhood: The thought that the suspected killer 
dropped-his car .there and sauntered off to 
continue what police say was his killing spree. , 

For the past few weeks, Mary Ellen Rodri¬ 
guezs aunt Mary, who lives with them, had slept 
during the day so she could stay awake and alert 
j at night and had scolded family members who 
Iopened louvered -windows in the heat She; 
i nearly fainted, said her niece, when she learned j 
how near the man had been. 

“I thank God he didn’t decide to come in here.” 
sa id Edwar d Rodriguez. “1 told my wife, “This is 
a reai small world.’ He was so closed__ 

" -i 
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amirez t/ibbz dvsss 


: -By Ruben Castaneda 

! Herald sis^ wmer 



ga}-' after the dramatic 
capture of -the Nigt‘ 
•btaiKer ’'suspect, itbe' ISast Lo? 
Angeles residents who corneree 
ithe fugitive -.contended with a 
second Invasion of their neighbor- 
ihood: the press. 

The inhabitants oi Hubbar- - 
Street, just east of the Los Angeles 
-city line, were deluged -with sner- 
riff's deputies, policemen and re¬ 


porters Saturday-Trner. "Richard 
iBamirez, the ■suspected 7s T igfa: 
‘-Stalker, was run down and ..cap¬ 
tured by four residents. ■' 

. The pence and sheriff's squad 
icars were acne wssterda:., but the 
Journalists — electronic and print 
— were back en masse, and were 
Joined by a number of well- 
wishers who came by to congratu¬ 
late ‘the residents who helped 
•capture the susneci. 


The .people hailqc asherees .h\ 
reporters remaasd gfacjbus.and ' 
iow-sey, 


-;——. i ■ ■ —* ■ '.* — .-V -— —— - 

4tneir roies in capiufuls Sips - 2fr 
;year-oid ImmirezibS^ifbylnves- 
itigatcrs as the pinmelsuspeiS^i as 
■many as 16 miirders* add 22 


iassaults. 

• Typical was ine comment of K- 
w ear-old Jose Burgoin. one of ine 
dour people who captured Ranvi- 
irez: “I'm happy that people are 
•saying we did something good. I 
ifeei eood to have been able to 
'help." 

Burgoin and the three o 
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who surrounded Raniirez — 
Burgoin's sons. Jaime and 
and Manuel De La Torre 
typical working-class people in a 
typical, blue-collar East Los Angeles 
neighborhood. 

.. IThe four.-and another ma_ 
struggled with Ramirez. Tha 
CTino” Pinon. modestly de 
fthe -mantle of "“hero”-yesterday. 
They did what they had to do. they 
•isa'id. • 

‘On his last, frenetic flight for 
freedom, Ramirez attempted to 
steal a car in Pinon’s. yard, then 
another from Angelina JDe La 
[Torre,'then attempted to flee be¬ 
fore being overtaken by his four 
{pursuers. - . y - 

Jose Burgoin went after Ramirez 
because he attacked Angelina De 
La Torre; Manuel De La Torre 
joined Burgoin because Angelina is 
ihis wife; and Jaime and Julio 
•Burgoin went after the suspect 
{because they saw their father gjv- 
Jine'fisasgr . . 
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-fepne fa« 
later tbs: tn«y.3y®r*»fcSr A ' : 
may benevsd 

Sl&iKP'. i ■nil til ill 
Manuel and Angelina ‘De La 
Torre yesterday bad a..steady 
stream of well-wisrers noms'.xy 
|their modest, well-kept duplex. ' ‘ 
Ksi A asan gave 2ie ct>uple"a-*otfie 
aisa?iSa oI_rTench champagr.t. andaicouple 
dropped : by ana presented ‘them 
with a Cabbage "patch doUfordneir 
daughter. ‘Amber 

■“People are comma :by and 
saying. ^Thank you. we re .going to 
sleep better now,’” said Angelina 
OTIM1 ^ fe ia Torre. "2S. ' 

!8R4®W A -ntunber of relatives were'also 

on band yesterday to congratulate 
Angelina. aD -immigrant from the 
Mexican town of Jerez, who .has 
been married to MaDuel height 
years. 

Manuel De La Torre, who hit 
Ramirez at least two or three times 
with a metal rod. works in a 
furniture factory. Nervous in inter-- 
views _ Saturd ay. Manuel seemed 
more relaxed yesterday as report¬ 


ers stood in line in I>e La Torre s 
Sack yard to talk to him and ins 
W«ffc 

11 I*rf -R-a.c just defending my wife." 
■be said, adding be was a bit 
■surprised ai all the attention 
*'] thought .ihe police would get 
• him and I would.go home and that 
would be it7’ -he.said. * - 


■Instead, 
who -desce: 
•day evenin 
him and 
family me: 



•of reporters 
■home Satur- 
: flifficnlt'zfor 
__ to entertain 
: and friends who 
came over -for .their -daughter 
Amber’s third bjnhaay ..party. 

Across the street yesterday. Jose, 
Jaime and Julio Burgoin were 
doing their own version of “Meet 
the Press." 

Reporters climbed up or. and 
down from the porch of the Bur¬ 
goin home, taking turns .interview¬ 
ing the three as kids ran around the 
yard. 

Jaime. 21. hopes to become a 
California Highway Patrolman. He 
has made an application with the 
agency and has taken a preliminary 



•test 

“People are calling to thank m-- 
and thank everyone involves 
Tn°y’re very relieved,” said Jaime 
a soft-spoken, unassuming -younr' 
man. 

Jaime said he received a rail 
.from a San Diego man'who told akr 
■’he had connections withtthe CHP 
and who offered to write a strong 
recommendation for him. 

-‘I don’t feel extra special or 
heroic." Jaime said ‘ ‘ 

“I don’t feel like a hero," added . 
Julio. 17. “Everybody-contributed." 

Jose Burgoin was bom in the 
Baia regiOD of Mexico and immi ' 
grated to ihe United States inthi 
1950s. fie worked in'-construction- 
for 25 years and now lives on his ’ 
union pension. His wife died four., 
years ago. He took two of his; 
vounger'sons'io the park yesterday 
afternoon. 

When be arrived home, he was 
immediately surrounded byrepori-- 
ers. He patiently answered ques¬ 
tions outside his home, then went- 
inside. - - 
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e and Julio Burgoin of East Hubbard 


Street, who helped capture 
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their, front porch as reporters fire questions at then 
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By P.isrk S. WarnscR 
and ieff Gottlieb 

Heraio sian writers 


jj piljt p jailers mounted watch 

‘ ‘ affHI- outs >° e *k e ce ^- °f Nick' 

, Stalker suspect Richard 

•: ,££■■"*=£& Ramirez ias: night, au¬ 
thorities issued a dramatic appeal 
. for public help in finding the 
band?UD he may have discarded 
i before his capture. :g=: 

j The small, dark weapon —pfoS-f 
bly 22 or 55 caliber — may'^i* 
'Vital piece of evidence5n som6 : of 1 
'the cases linked to rthe JJight 
"Stalker, said Lt. Dick 'Walls *5? the 
iljos Angeles County Sheriffs De- 
ipartment. • 

' 'ilf we don’t find it, it may be 
Hmposrdble to fink some .of the 
ffcomieides to the suspect,” Walls 
•said. . \ 

! ''Ramirez, who wasnin downand 
captured by an impromptu ^ossfc of 
.jEast Dos Angeles residents',Satur- 
' 'Say, is believed to have dropped the 
..handgun as he fled, possibly while 
Reaping a fence. 

A small army -of detectives 
^scoured the-alleys and byways of 
jtbe Hollenbeck area 'for the gun 
jyesterday, even closing off one lane 
lof the Santa' Ana" Freeway. "No 
weapon wgrTmttra. • ' ^r _ 
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■25..fc a"s-~mert Li *J*S 


'rriiSrSers oil^rBgQ r - ■2i7*3.S«C.KC&5 , 3 


li :*n Francisco. a forms" rocni- 
:fitieast28<Hfcers~Hi::ca?ture-euaei. ^ 2 if vac* ha- mixed in poiicc ss >3 
■oneof ibe largestzaanimniH is stats ; Ramirez ■ is oosessed with satanic 

.history. • . _ i roc’;. 

In 'other developments in "ine ; Bay Garcia. 27, who say? nr 
case yesterday: \ roomed with Ramirez In August. 

5B I_ green Pontiac Grand Prix | said Ramirez-was attracted to the 
.— A naan -«T-iirOT1 hv 4 rotrjTiif thomps in a 1979 album 


investigator? '-or runs 
x -sh i "-dtger -tse r.ave been ■;• r, ■ 
isMt'-Sicii' it'. t;*e pres;., arc a; 
tnornies ha'-c oeeis reiuctar.' 
release any suosraative inform- 
uon. 

But yesterday there was an 

believed to have been-driven by | satanic themes in a 1979 album •‘interview opportunity” with Der?- 
iRambez was recovered by police in j called “Highway to Hell" by theory Andres itamirez. the young 
:ix>s Angeles County. Deputies said | Australian group -AC/DC. !lawman who was the first-to put 

:the car was found in the 200 blocs !j '--Be said Ramirez was so.involved handcuff? on the man -police have 
of Avenue 23 in the Lincoln Heights j jo AC-7DC -music rthar he had; been seeking for months. 

•area cf Los Angeles. |l painted or tattooed a pentagram —: Ramirez. 25. who works om o- 

•a A-former roommate of Rami-i-a "symbol associated with devil. t ; ne denanmem’s East Los Ange*e- 
tsz .-said iie was obsessed "by -the ■ worship — 'on the palm 'of one, siaiion. responded to a '"ligs' ir. 
-Ivrics of a heavy metal-sons called . -hand • i progress” call on Hubbard Street ic. 

.“Night Prowier” by a band whose ,,Ph favorite -song,”Garcia said..fjna four ■ans’-y resmems hoidinu 
•music is known %or • its satanic: .w 2 S”“Night Prowier.” the mocking 2 n exhausted, bieedinc man to the 
'overtones. ' 4 lyrics of which include, “Was that a ground. 

■ incise outside your window or a v/feen -he asked to? man hit 

ct replied simply, 
deputy said, 
he aacec 

checked with any. .mom and 
and we don’t have any relative? 
-El Paso,’.’ Deputy Ramirez said. 




Iss-rCouEty Snsrt 
Kenyon 


Francisco home Pan's wife was 
shot in the-head, but survived. No 
agency would confirm the purpose 
of ibe visit, .hut San Francisco’ 
homicide Inspector Frank Faizon 
said warrants from his jurisdiction 
for murder, attempted murder and 
burglary were served on Ramirez. 

•Authorities -said they have not 
yet '• determined -who owns theT- 
Pontiac recovered by police last! 
night. -“It may belong to Ramirez' 
somehow 
have any 


— "'saidLos AngfH jin--.,, -vir^ims Police taai !a ’ ! ■" 

Si’s ! Sg t . Michael, ^ J ^ waTinR ’ the report.‘ o^ded Jeffer- 

-—. . a which'"the station attributed to!5p n Hl ”" ^nool1m -_JI Taso wun 

•Ramirez is expected to he. ar-g „ so „ rcoc »• Ramirez, remembers mm as some- 

raigned “Wednesday by Ibe Los, . ver -police had earlier con- one who was always in .trouble. “K< 
•Ange^tiistrict attorneys ^ baseball cap with an’^ aiways up to-something” Ga [ r. 

said Gil Garcetti. erne: assistant Vc/DC-ioeo was left behind bv the-Cia said "we tDOUght ue was-sick 
• district attorney • ^ . fj , Dkazafi „ ne of the‘He had this disease — everything 

'Two homicide, detectives .Sronr, «^- Nio ht^c i;i ik e r vicim* in a would stick to his hand. We called 
-San IJwcto ,ere .»« «* *E IT bta Ricky Ibe Klapto 

yesteraay, presumanly as part- of: ^ . • Ramirez was arrested three or 

’the investigations into the killing oft , '• _„ - ‘four times on theft charges and 

’•66-year-old Peter Pan. shot to death; A In anotoer^development, a . ,. was a)ways getting kicked out of 

during 3 nighttime attack in his San? Ap^tes city’ . ^school,” Garcia recalled. Garcia 

«»* thatmvestigators beheveR^ez. descr . bed ;Rajnirez as a Joner ^ 

bad just remmed from °f:bigh school who constantly played 

state oa the morning of his caP-.^gp game s. “The only time 1 ever 

tuT ®- . , A , „ ,,;saw him was at arcades and the 7- 

: Ramiro was unauare of theaH- Eieven . where they had the ma- 
points bulletin forhis arrest issued, ch - sajd Garcia 
12 hours earlier, tne official said, Ke jd W as also a 

and that’s why he panicked when,.. junk . f00l5 addia ." 
be saw his picture on newspaper he would ever eat were 

_ -chocolates and Pepsi!” he said. 

front pages Saturday .morning "“He’d never brush his teeth. 

. __ , A spokesman for The sheriff's Surviving victims of the Nigb. 

>’•” ^W’alls said. “We -don’t.i d ep ar tment refused to comment oh Stalker have . described him 

•record of it being stolen.”:; the report. • ■ i having very bad teeth. 

. The car was spotted near _tbe,i - -Ramirez was seen by3, witness r -.•» " v ———' 

scene of a Unly 20 murder m'%heif s h ort iy after 8 a.m. buying a copy of- 

San;Fernando Valley-that police;:^ Opinion, the Spanish-languaee 
have linked to the Night Stalker.i J dai] V ,.in a liquor store ^t 8th and 
•Reports thatthe Pontiac had been] San PedroEtreets. Justa'short walk 
■ seen recently were not true, •'Walls- aw ayat 6th and Los'Angeles streets 
said. .•'“' •■• :i -. .r * is the.Greyhound bus station. . . 

'There wasno immediate descrip-; .■& greyhound .dispatcher -sate 
lion' of the-gun police-are seeking! several' interstate buses arrived 
other than a “small, dark handgun ”! before 'R a.m. Saturday, including 
' But-some fg the - victims in -Night; one'-at 7;45 a m. -from El Paso.Te xas 
•'Stalker-attacks are known to have —'Ramirez’s hometown. . 

.been shot with ’22- and 125-caliber ’ ' a ' 

weapons. .'- 'V.*--- 
. . Several people who saw Ramirez 
, running ; .through Ihe Hollenbeck 
: area say be bad a gun, but he bad 
-none when -captured. One of the 
witnesses was Salvador Sanchez, 
rwho-said be saw a man with a gun 
in f ront of his bouse on Sislyou 


as. 









Over "the last two gays. , G arcia 
saidi San' Francisco police have 
extensively -questioned Armando 
-Eodriguez. 25, another E ! Paso 
classmate and longtime friend o: 
Bamirez. 

-According to Garcia, ' it ssas 
Eodrisuez who divulged Bamirers 
identity tc San Francisco detec 
lives. He was among severs] people 
questioned by police 21 the r. ; 
Sobrante borne wnere .Bamirez is 
rbelieved to have staved. 

According to a source .close to 
the'San'Francisco investigation, a 
search of the Appian Way home ied 
to the discovery of a yellow plastic 
3;2g full o? jewelry, including ear¬ 
rings. a pocket watch and a ring 
-that Bamirez bad ieit in payment 
for staying there. 

The items are believed- to .nave 
been stoien in a burglary in the San 
Francisco Mission District, close tc. 
the home of the murdered Peter 
Pan. A print lifted from inside the 
burglarized home was matched by 
crime lab technician Larry Dcbour 
of San Francisco to another print 
lifted by Orange County sheriff's 
technicians from a 1976 Toyota 
used in an attack on a young couple 
in Mission Viejo two weeks age. 

Herald staff writer Chris Wood- 
yard and staff writers of the Scr. 
Francisco Examiner contributed to 
this story 

n. ■ —» « - > 
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j authorities told Th 

“He’s 

i fcrcemem source 
! 25, who was chaseaT^W^K. tsSd£ 
i captured Saturday^y^gi^--®^- : 
I Los Angeles residents after n= 

I allegedly xned to steal a car in their 
! Hubbard Street neighborhood. ' 
. "Ramirez, whose most distinctive! 
. feature is rotting teeth, was spotted 
about 12 hours after authorities 
* identified hint as the Night Stalker • 
i suspect and released a mug snot to' 
> newspapers and television stations., 
Law enforcement officials who: 
'• have observed the 6-foot, 1-inch, 

;• 155-pound suspect since his arrest 
i described him Sunday as passive 
i and compliant and said he has not 
confessed to the crimes. : .. 

.l^K&ed on suspicion pf one un¬ 
verified murder, Ramirez i6 being 
held without bail in a high-security 
. section of Los Angeles County Jail 
• -where he -is under constant stir veil - 
! Slance, a Sheriffs Department.offi- 
■ rial paicL - Drigumlly irog rBhfaSc, 














C on tinned f rom Page 1 

» Ramirez has reportedly lived in the 
I.JLos Angeles area in recent years. 

■ Investigators from the Los An- 
« geies County Sheriff's Department, 
c which coordinated the investiga- 
: iipn:;. met Sunday and will meet 
t Aggiiitbday with officials of the Los 
- ASgsies County district attorney’s 
! office to “discuss what evidence 
‘ they have and the specific charges 

• that will be considered,”-said Chief 
: Deputy Diet. Atty. Gilbert I. Gar- 
. cetti. 

; Re said he anticipates a decision 
: on "“what if any -charges will be 
s nied ” by late Tuesday. 

; '"Rased ori the information avaiia- 
i ble, ’Garcetti said, he anticipates 
’• that Ramirez will be charged with 

• at least one crime, although he said 
» he could ■ not be more specific. 
. Authorities are required to release 

a suspect or file charges after he 
' has been held for two com! days. 

; "There are some things they 
« (investigators) are still working 
1 on, which by the time we make our 
; decision they hope to have,” Gar- 
*-ceiii said, refusing to elaborate. . 
Deputy Dist. Atty. Philip Halpin 
of the special trials unit has been 
■assigned to review the evidence 
and. if charges are filed, prosecute 
the case, Garcetti said; Halpin has 
•been working for about a month 
with the law enforcement task 
‘force that has investigated -the 
killings. 

Meanwhile, the Sheriff s Depart¬ 
ment reported that one important 
;bit of physical evidence has been 


found and that another remains 
missing. 

Ramirez’s automobile, a green 
1976 Pontiac, was found Sunday 
' parked in the 100 block of Easi 
Avenue 23 in Lincoln Eeignts. a 
sheriff s spokesman said. 

Another sheriff’s spokesman 
asked the public's help in finding a 
•pistol believed 10 beiong to "the 
suspect. 

Sheriff’s Lt Dick Walls said 
neighbors who helped -to capture _ _g. 
Ramirez after a chase in East Los 


•Angeles reported that he was car- Wm 
Tying a smE^j.£?jfeer handgun of:?aSa& 


The classmate. Ray Garcia, 27. 
told tne Examiner that Ramirez 
had either palmed or tattooed a 
pentagram on the palm of one 
hand. A pentagram is a five-sided 
star believed by some to symbolize 
the devil’s boms. 

Garcia also described Ramirez as 
a "junk food addict.” 

“All he would ever eat were 
•chocolates and Pepsi,"‘Garcia was 
quoted as saying. "He would never 
his teeth. I used to tell him to 
iSjgjS his mouth or brush his teeth." 


he killin gs and assaults that 
Wities have attributed to the 


the type Eno|§|||$||[ave been used 
±1 .several..3H|g|?^ightRtalker 
murders. tm U m r ' 

’That gun was not in Ramirez’s 
possession when he was taken into 
custody, and a search by deputies 
.armed with metal detectors failed 
to disclose any trace of it. Walls 
asked any person having knowl¬ 
edge of the weapon to call the 
sheriffs homicide division at (213) 
974-4341. 

Obsession With Song 
A Northern California man who 
said he attended school with Rami¬ 
rez in El Paso was quoted in 
Sunday's edition of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Examiner as saying that Ra¬ 
mirez was obsessed with what he 
believed to be satanic themes in the 
music of the rock group AC/DC's 
1S79 album “Highway to Hell.” 

More than once, authorities said, 
.they have found satanic symbols 
scrawled on walls in the homes of 
victims. 


"Night Stalker began early this year 
•.hut were mot pubicly linked until 
•Aug. 8. Most of the attacks oc¬ 
curred in the San Gabriel and San 
Fernando valleys, although the 
two most recent incidents occurred 
elsewhere. 

Two Bodies Found 

Police in Montclair, about 32 
miles east of Los Angeles, said they 
are not discounting the possibility 
that the Night Staiker might have 
killed his 17th and 18th -victims 
early Saturday, just hours before 
Ramirez’s arrest. 

The bodies of two men who had 
been -shot to death were found in 
their home in the suburban San 
Bernardino County community af¬ 
ter a party. 

“There’s been a whole lot of 
- speculation.” Set- Greg Flannery of 
the Montclair Police Department 
said of a possible connection. 
"We’re not discounting it as being a 
possibility. We’re also not pursuing 













it as a sole (meory)," he added. 

No saianic markings were found 
in the Montclair home, "Fiannery 
said. 

Although most of the Night 
Stalker crimes occurred'in Los 
Angeles County, authorities in Or¬ 
ange County suspect that the same 
person -committed ski Aug. ‘25 
shooting and rape in'Mission Viejo. 

•The man -shot -in that incident 
was reported in improved condition 
Sunday. A spokeswoman for Mis - 
sic-n Community Hospital said that 
W il liam Cams,"29, who had been in 
critical condition with a gunshot 
wound in his head, had been up¬ 
graded to “serious but stable condi¬ 
tion” although he remained uncon¬ 
scious. 

Fingerprints lifted from a stolen 
car -spotted near the scene of the 


Mission Viejo attack and found at 
the scene of a routine burglary in 
San' r-ranrisco on Aug. 15 ied Los 
Angeles and San F rancis co author¬ 
ities to identify Ramirez as the 
Night Stalker suspect. 

•San Francisco police, who are' 
taking credit for first identifying 
Ramirez, suspect'him-of at. least 
-one murder and a burglary in their 
community. San Francisco investi¬ 
gators arrived In Los Angeles on 
Sunday, said Deputy Mike Kenyon 
of the Los Angeles County Sheriffs 
Department Kenyon said he does 
not know if they questioned Rami¬ 
rez. 

James G. Enright, Orange Coun¬ 
ty's chief deputy district attorney, 
said Sunday that he expects that 
Los Angeles County authorities 
will make a .decision -on filing 


criminal charges in their jurisaic- 
-tion before contacting Grange 
County authorities about charges 
there. 

No one was sure, meanwhile, 
-who would get the 570,000 reward 
•offered for Ramirez's capture. .. 

’Various.authorities have specu- 
-Jated that all the people who took 
part in the chase ' that" ledjio; his 
arrest might be eligible; others-that 
it might belong to those - who 
identified him or to individuals who 
pnysicaUy restrained Ramirez be¬ 
fore sheriffs deputies arrived. - 
It was suggested that the Sher¬ 
iffs Department might have to 
make the decision. •_ 

Deputy Rick Adams of the sher¬ 
iff s information bureau said Sun¬ 
day night that no such, determin e - 
.lion had yet been requested. --- 
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. u poster tn thr On: 

iJiioii. oi Richard Rau.ire:: 
..ti.onusS r —icaHSu led to au 

i.J li.ui everywnerj Re- 

..ti!ii.! in i.«ii Los Angalei 
mi'. recQgaUatf'iuiri 

. oi.js in newspapers on 
■ ,i iic were*a celebrity-- ' 

.... Nji..rr.. sanj EiiS'Sqli the 

. . !!i.»rnerers pgpto on ute 
• nignt?’Wii£D =he 

. i ;i r. juS" y us la Ed ay id ass 
... water she recognized 

. ... JIulUjV. 


"ii's the killer it's the Killer,' she 
screamed when sne opened the 
door, wbicn she quickly‘slammec • 
But the law enforcement agen¬ 
cies searching for the • suspected 
killer of id people earlier sg9hizs6 
vhetnei their dfecisioa;lfl..:ieiea§e 
the photo was the ri'g'l};t;,dhfc‘-^'heh 
ituuurez was 

sure it was ‘"Kit,,' 

. praf^fetes# 

aii(g," s^id Los 
spokesman, £didr.’ 

Ai 'Frjday pight ‘Tfivs .pgjtfe'r-. 
ence where Ramirez's jijjjjte and-, 
ptioiq 'were released. Los j 
County Slipriff Shergym B)| 
there* were ’iimany-^Qul-sj 
discu^sipw’’ invt^yigg tys* 1 



photo. 

decision that you make. 
• pasejJ-flfl'-iJjpcircumstances in each! 
»i^4iyj4«8l jasBlock said. 1 

plu, i° of Ramirez. 25, was 1 
1 taken' pjg'ht months'ago when Los 
’ police arrested him for 

HfJYPI 3 Stolen Vehicle, auihoriues 

•IP * -1 

’(Pa-^S/are"investigators release a! 

ttay must decide 1 
Wi.« 15.WfirtJjwhile to let the- 
public -.see .the photo, 'and possibly' 
WeMy.tfteiSiHEWPt, yet at the same 
f ' ma cuspect that author)-! 

de ‘is. Bootjnsaw. t 
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.risra-a start wats' 


fter a dramatic pursuit 
that zigzagge^ through 
alley? and back yards 
over fences and brick 
swaiis. "the man identified as thr 
Niafc* Stalker vie 'captured yestsr- 
:day by East Los Angeles residents 
who clubbed, hun aftne cheered 
■Lr-d 'snouted Ts? 'vision'" — tbs 
rsiLsr f~ . *>% 

The arrsswu K^'sar-nldJRicharc 
■Ramirez ■at about -9:15 a.m. ended 
me of themes! inieasiye manhuas 
.in S3t? histciy\ ate 3s suspected^" 
iaiims as many as 15 people sad 
•assaulting -zt least.28 others. 

"It’s me! "Ifs. me!" .Ramirez 
•shouted as he was arrested. He -was 
ibooked for imurder :'at the -Lo? 
iAngeies County. Jail.yesteraay af¬ 
ternoon and held without bail. 

• ’ The two-mile .chase, which :an- 
'eluded three unsuccessful attempts 
|bv Ramirez to steai.vehicies, ended 
ion a sidewalk in front of a house at 
■3732 Hubbard'St.,'where residents 
: heid the suspect until a Los Angeles 
■County sheriffs-.deputy arrived. 

‘We got him,” Los Angeles po¬ 
lice Cmdr. -William Booth an¬ 
nounced at the LAPD Hollenbeck 
station in East Los Angeles, where 
the suspect was held for nearly six 
hours before being jailed. 

While “Ramirez remained inside 
the station, more 'than 500 local 
residents stood outside in near 100- 
degree heat to cheer his arrest and 
to .glimpse the suspect They also 
cheered the arrival -at Los Angeles 
Mayor Tom ^Bradley, - who "Said,. 
“Obviously-nll of usiare yeryhappy: 
that “Richard 2taimrez , faas Been 
captured. iS’m so^roud at Raw' 
enforcement officials).! can’t begin 
to tell .you.” v 

! "The Night Stalker .became the 
!target of a multiagency task force 
involving officerslrom'morethana 
half-dozen Taw -enforcement agen¬ 
cies In Southern California and San 
Francisco. He is bdlieved responsi¬ 
ble Tor Attacks inside at least 35 
homes,' sfll but two - of them in Los 
Angeles'County. -Ond intrusion oc- 
curred in San Francisco, another in 
; Mission ‘Viejo in "Orange County. 

; • ‘T he Night Stalker’s as saults ~oc 

p^kehed- 



■ tr,-;rz.£ D3Qf r ^.rn? C* 
nc-v'-SDcS-r-' 2HC 512If: 


us it r- - 

SUDGr'* 


'Title IT’S ME 
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§3 before the depot;- r-ar he/j, :: 
|§? scene. Jaime Burgoiif -said • 
|S slugged naiiurez in the race and 1 
La Torre said he again hi: ti 
H suspect ove'rith&aead with-a -me: 
§§ rod. pxr;tsr 

H - '3 was--angry,”-De La Torre sai 
gt ' ^Naturally, •r..was>eiyjhery7’.\. 
P : -..T-amire'zsuiferec'’a.-ppssi£ire.fr3 
K tiired wrisfana scrapes oniis’ he: 
m during his struggle with’pursue: 
p according tohpohc£.'*i“He ’’was n 
';j seriously”injured,’’--Sooth said.. ’ 
iJs _ During the -chase,—Hanur! 
p dropped a:Laekpack,!nsic52. accor 
-ang so -witnesses,: were'3 .seats 
□ jacket -arid ai-pair/of -idnocuiars. 

.Thosewho saw-Eamirsz-afi?: - .:; 
•5>i capture said he appeared extraorc 
iff nariJy Sired. '"He" wanted to -vcrr. 
«|Trom:.&‘evEsnauriim7^saih_L;4r 
^JSgt;Sd^ai^3&"ued'C one "hi ii 


;es’thro ugh doors or 

hrcrsTSlvesti ; • v 

qlfce~ would ”aot'.commint oh 
esses’-reports thatTtamirez- -was 
=d -with a knife, at the time m: 
irresi. _ 

ulhorities'alsc refused to com-, 
i-on^a -KABC-TV report that the 
»t --Stalker tnay -have -rheen 
en-pv devil • worship and jper- 
ie2 Satanic rituals at -many to? 
harder scenes jf . 
ae Satanic activities included 
:tempt to goueetout vhe eyes of 

j? 5 £atthe bJSl •» ~-'r Tritho- 

SeeSmoulfchd last whek that ?dka hsid *®5* 9 »««*'*» i&teredsi%&L&PD’s Hofenbackataijor.. . ; . .-r^cripti^^^^^ 4[ediik £som 

ieball cap -with the letters AC/ attack, last Sunday in'Miskion^Viejo!-A few ‘minutes l-dater. 'Bonnie n^^jtafiorHHw loo 

mbromered ondt was found at ^. -Distribution of-the photograph, -Navarro, 5668%‘^erey St., *aid .^g over hislohid J^Kaid. 
Df tnemuraer sites. AC/DC is.a .’.taken eight monthiago when Rami-.'®amirez came to-tier-front-ooor. _ t; 

y ^metal -xock-^band.-jwhcse-^rez was -airested'&v ins •''Angeies’-^P^iug-se^rely-dmydrated.He.:.---Samirez s-capture closed ti 
cmakes repeated referenceE> police fdr'trivmg'a'Sdien^Siiae,^ofi6hedtv^ bhlh>ahas^ainst;;^ightS^ermy^gation.authe 
worship, and some say the ....played a major rrilp m~h’fc Vap t- m p’.^isthroat -he -asked in a-deep ities said,, explaining th e^Jiaiie’ 

rs stand for the words “Anti 'officials said. As h= made'ius~way -‘woiceior a''drink of water, shesaid." *be suspect-.acted 
;t, Devil's Child/' - through East Los Anseles vesterdav : ^*51e looked very^ired,” .Navarro -tors -will -continue,rEflHfrj 

^C'TV said a five-pointed star morning, he was immediately rec- said. ‘.He was-all wet with -sweat.” -study • unsolved •crime f8Sffipjp ssib 
znaed inside a circle,-a-symbol.. ognized by- many'people aas the p vuS As she looked -at Bamirez. Na- 'links to_Ranurgz,&i^.LAED Lt. D: 
vil worship, had been-scrawled wanted Night' Stalker, police and '-^arfo recognized him from pictures -Cooke. . 

'alls inside the bomes..lt also residents ‘sad.’ TSi •'Tf-.- . -. khe- had seen on television J-Yiday - The caseagainrt-Ramirer will 1 

rted that police had matched.a. Authorities receivedJtheir first Sgjfeht, she said. : She -covered her presented -ito*4he ?Los Angel, 
ictive snoepnnt found.-at the -call aboutHamirez aboutB:30 a.m„ ?«yes with her bands and Started . County aisfiict'.^ittorhey’s.ajfiii 
of several Stalker sla^ngs to^iafter he .was spotted irisidelDuke’s screaming: “Jt’s the killer!-ft’s theearlyahk week, ^ifthorities^aid. 
; in the hills of Ins Angeles Liquor Store,~B18 S. San Pedro St. ’Siller!” _ ;■ East Los Angeles residents gat 

zre -devil worshippers are He was seen picking up a newspa- •-•.-j'.ll guess I scared him,”Navarro ered .outside-Hollenbeck ‘Static 
m to congregate.” • ... per, lookingdthis photograph and 'said.TJHeran away.”..ir_dppearea,]greatly relieved at'll 

lmirez. described as a drifter., jeaving immediately, -said fjmdr; ! thft^a6r<4eg-of his chase,-' suspect’s ^capture. -^The Nigl 
lora in El Paso, Texas, and has ' Booth. Police began conducting an 'i^ a .™ rez jlllli|in three ilforts'.to^.Stalker’s^fe'mingly random aftacl 
an Los Angeles and San intensive air and ground search ~at Escape -i Rm ^vehicles ~and - drove MWtrv.-jpeopleahrpdghni 

cisco most of his adult life. His .that time. r waP@sr jpuKuit^iy lrairc-Souih^ni%Cali{orhlirlln; -iec« 

inal record includes arrests-for He next was spotted about 5:42 *neh- ’Ranfiref'iua'3eiaTmal : aesper- 3veeks io^urchasejgiiiBahdhoni 
>r drug offenses mnd .auto a:m., walking along the 800 block of ate dash for freedom,'but he -was jsecurity-systems...and.Jorganii 
s, nut no violent xrimes^. ' ~Mott Street, less than' -thrpp Yniip^ too fired. ■’ «•*- tv — . - -freighboihpdti watc h'^ roups. 

’• was arrested yesterday less -from Duke’s Liquor Store. * ' ^"Within a mihute,.-. Eamirez VAfter %ramey^ v formef iAP 
k 3 J.*°’f!’ after -authorities-, .About -8:50 a.m.,. .-outade ihe, stopped running, ac^rding to^raieutena&a'ud^officere-attt 
fr^i^ tt ^i SnSj ^ C d Nl g ht -TVyvernwood Market atEighth and'f u rsuem^--^_anuel ,De-Torre, ^[ollehtoStgtioh^erterdaydte 
f reieased a recent-Evergreen streets, Eamirezmicked dose IBurgom-and two td Burgom s -jj^n dMMMed to' the annreci 

froat page of again saw his photograph-and left ^PyL^^.^urjP-Uudedh 1h? _~ex- her^^^>ice1rCa2oma m 

- 4ifltriedly, witnesses Sold Armandb^^ug^-iSgg^t tte sherdEs - gj^^e ajsigh ” 

S8 hL * Valero, the atoreVewaer- 

“® ntafie d>SM#Two people cameJn to ask for to'tlmMorywe. 

uspect through a Tmgerprint change to call police/'- Lojero said, ■ ■'—■^ J, > : ^~~— , '^ier3ld^S^f writers 'ChnsWdodyar 

Jr?,?/.g° leD spotted at "Thev said Ihey .xaw cthe' Night • ^e.-acc^d Night Stalker b»as &ubentttaneda,~iJesuslMiha,.3t 
Misfit Strikers latest known ’Stalker” .7’-' ” -.mh^ten.iy Several of *is mursnos ■ Gottlieb imd Atinetmma&ad 








jjjgf ere ii u asi -n? slayings and 
ffes^lil - ssau ' !ts R^keS ac the Night 

« "l|g Stalker -by -the .Los Angelet 
County Sharifi’£Departmeni and 
San Tranciscc.-police' . —' 

g^jaa^ jB^B r^ghe'fest kttadk later to jbe 
the” killer -occurs. 'Autnoraiies 
it-^^^f^^rel'ease any details. 

57: XJaylfc JCkazaki. 34. -found 
p®g^^E3eatb in her brow- Rosemead 
on the "8500 biock -of Village 
.&-3^"§Sra -ic Hawaii Okazaki one of 
' three children from a closely, ksH fajnilj 
was ar. avid skier and was studying flower 
arranging and computer programming. 
She was killed around 11 -pan. A 25-year-old 
-female roommate was wimbdad hat; sur- 
i vived J 

i 9 March 17: Tsai-lian Yu, '30. of Monterey 
■ Park, was dragged from her car around 
! -midnigbi and shot Tepeatedly on the 500 
•■block -of Alhambra -Avenue, about three- 
; quarters of a mile from Okazaki's home/A 
■ lav student. Yu lived with her f amil y Tin 


I -Monterey Park. - ' . 

. tt March 26: Vincent Zazzara,'64. 

: . Maxine Zazzara. 44. are found dead in t"- feij&K; 
r home on the 10200block of Strong Avd8Kfe*‘ ,s 
: dn Whittier. They werekilled between 10:30 
|; p.m. on March 26 and 6 a.m. on March 27. 
^Zazzara was a retired investment counselor 
I-who lined to gardenrand his-wife was a 
' Downey attorney who sang in a church 
' choir.‘He bad live -children, :she had -one. 

■May 14:-William-I>oi, 66, is-shot .and 
.-'killed between 4 a.in.ahd 5 atn.atbis beige 
ilhome on the -1500 ’’block of Trnmbower 
[Street in Monterey .Park. His wife .ds 
[assaulted. Doi, a retired sales manager/had 
• a heart attack three yeareago^md/blstwife 
.'had suffered astroke. On Mayl3,-fheytold 
Neighbors they-were buying a family’van 
and looked forward to giving ; it axp.” • 

‘ -2m Jnhe'l:-Mabel ClosejBell. "B3, is ..fatally 
bludgeoned in her beige home on the'400 
block -iif -hJorth "Alta Vista Avenue an 
tMonroviaC Her "invalid -sister, Plorence 
Lang, 180, survives the attack. Horn,in 
Kentucky and -widowed at an ;early-age, 
Hell worked hs a secretarylo supporfher. 
two children.^Called a ’Igutsy, independent 
bid lady ” by he r friends, khe clu ng to l ife 
ifor sixweeki Hfter 'the beating. _ _ 
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j * June 28: Patty - Elaine Hignins. .’22~'i *Aug. ' -8: Elyas Aoowath. 35. shot io'iignt-browa Mission Viejo b orne or. the 
«ounSnte3ti-^-ith her throat slashed in her "deHih briiis beige home on toe 21300 block 24400 block of • Chrisania Drive anc crit-- 
i4>esge -Iheme an the .600 -block joi Naomi* 01 ' Pmehill Lane in Diamond Bar. Kis 28- caliv wounded. His fiancee is raped. Cams, 
fc&vetme In Arcadia. "She Arcadia -sppriaf ^ear-old wife is raped and assaulted during an engineer who moved from fWiliision. 
•Isducivdon teacher-is discovered when gh e |!ihe ^2 .-a3n.-;attack. 33ieir .3-year-old boy, ND.."to California a year ago-when offeree 
30 -^how ;-ap-ior. school, The atiac^^ne 2 . -'and' - Sanonfii-Old son, ‘Aabdii, -are a better-paying job. -was described ns a 
S-ocencced between armnight and 2 -g-m _A!luninjured:-Abowath was a Pakistani immi : happy, outgoing man who enjoyed -his 
1 -aefikKted teacher, Higgins,was mhysicaiiy-igrant -who .-worked for a computer com-.m-oiession. 

‘frail but with s ‘-confidence, -inner and "friends described the couple as ' oc . T . ■ . Doiice ga\ t fc«. 

isnd -strength -=that ms Wonderful .people.’' • : four Srra a»« 

fasague -said. :. ." ..1 Aag.lfcThe'WAngelesCountyBoard 

• =3nly 2: Mary Canncs.75, found inner of Supervisors offers a^lOflOOfrewara for !i r ; p J : ~ 4^™ were f ror 
:ransacked beige Arcadia home-mi the 3C<t me .capture of the. nighttime-attackerTThe ijr.l’vk-. whi f e one was abducted from a 
Iblock of‘Haven Avenue. The widow hahjciiy <* Acadia-earlier Offered a.*5.000 S the 

-been Dearer, anti her throat slit Dorn on-a {reward..- .•— f -. -! c qT i fiahriel Valiev where the kilier firr 

4 farm near Downey, Cannonhad kent books: * a= g. 13: Peter Tan, 536, shot" "to"-death; . *7 adjacent mortheasi Los Ante 

'for her husband, Darrel, a local horse! while sleeping an his Eucalyptus Avenue; iSxmmtS 

!trainer.‘She was'looking forward to a -h- tpiname m ine xake Merced abstract of San Jes aarjl - g “ •"-• . • 

rtc Australia with-a senior citizens•gf'am.ilrtancisco. Eis -wiie.'sEarbara.lgL hlso'iis' - h Acg;27:A.uthorities say a car seen near 
•js'JbIy 5: Aa&vear-old sirl was g fe^ SjBstrudk-and shot in fhehead, hut survives.- Carns’.homethe-.'daybl.theattackissimila- 

.3_:__ -- « * * . .«•** * WTO... At- *3™ A. ...taJ. -r—.n. ! . _a_i_=_ t -V* „ ^ nh{*>nTr.Mr 


death between 2:30 a.m. and-20 am. at her '^ ajwaD ‘ Tan was -Very proud to be amiored teeth. 

beige home on the 300 block of Ariieht A ^ eri ?“”, said ' a Tnenfl.'iWhc .also he-_ 

Street in Monterey Park. A production line scnDed aim as a man who hated-raoience. _ Ane ^le stolen car is seized in 
worker, the grandmother planned to retire •» Aug.-22:‘San Prancisco-Mayor Dianne olice ] n dowmown Los -Anseles. more 
next year so she could spend more time Feinstein reveals that ballistics tests link. f han 50 .miles 'from 3 he -Mission Viejc 

anlfino WaaVt HoTnra rh.3 HiaH roo o' «TlP Villina Tif -Pan anH th n -nmi mHinn nf Viic • 1 . ... • rrv . t 


-43 July 20 : Maxscm Kneioing.^58,-and his : what Southern California slayings *™-\$gqooo ’ .. • T? / 
wife, Lela, 66 . are shot to death in their' linked to the killer. Feinstein announces a“ i Aug 29- The number of slavm°s it 
home on-tne 1400 block of Stanley Avenue fSlO.OOO reward, increasing--the fuDd to increas |d to-at least 16 and a forensic 
in Glendale between 1 am. -and 2 am.- *35-010. including 510,010 offered earlier in ! expert sai d unidentified fingerprints were 
Jvneiding. a service station owner,, was a the day by anonymous donors. j, f 0 4 d ^ a ^ bebeved used in the 

k; S^h°c? Se '' enth - I)ay A4-- - * Aug. 23: Los Angeles County Sheriff M killer’s latest attack.-A mass-distribution 

a y* 01 ^ i ShermaD Block aitmmnces that in vestiga-.i police Iber says 17 slayings are now blamed 
<enthusiast, worked for a tiepartmenrstore'ltors have now tied 14 slayings to the Night ■ on the Night Stalker. Los Angeles police 
isecun.y .force. 3he couple had been high 'Stalker, part.ofehstin«f up to 33 attacks ' Cmdr. "William Booth said one of the 17 
,S £-ij Inead ^ 111 Iowa.and had three in Los-Angeles Couniyand San Francisco. • homicide victims onlhe new list is actuaiij 
jchildren and 13 grandchildren.. • ,:The sheriff's department issues a state- William Caras of Mission Viejo, who was 
! -*f ul £ 20:.Cnainarong Ehovananth, 32. ment indirectly -criticizing Feinstein for ! shot in "the head Aug. 25 and remained in 
jshot between pa.m. and 7 a.m. while asleep revealing details of. the case. . ' critical condition.-The reward mushrooms 


|in his yellow home -on the 13000 Llock of !«£k^ - W |,.i aTn eVl „ t »_• to S70.UUU wnen xne state aaas ^iu.uou. 

iSchpenbora Street in Sun Vallej-.Liisafvife, WdIiam C ^f S> f 9 ’ ^ shot , in - ^ A ug 30- Authorities in Los Angeles and 

ISomkid, and;8ryear-old son sutwive beat- three tunes wlll!e sleepmgjn his, ^ ^mounce nthat fcchard 

^ ngS ^3r e attacker flees with 311 estimated- J iRamiS^& an unemployed man," is Being 

530.000.jn mongy^n^ jewelry. Khovananth -sjougl^iSS'-Aiestioning in theNight Stalker 

» Tarkug.caot/^afflantmdvj^grated slayingb determined ttiat eight'of.lhe 


to 570,000 when 'the state adds $10,000. 

. .?■ Aug. 30: Authorities in Los Angeles and 


Jfrom ThkOand./was'ajgmetjtfrienaiy -man 
[who loved to jgiend ioursVgafiaenlhg::- - 
! '- -«Ang. -€:: I?tnstqphef Peterspn, 38, and 
his wife, Wirglgiia, S7, ^fr fltotih ’Sie head 
whileilpeping in.their^r^xjdgehome on 


-occurred on weekends. 
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|Vhere the Night Stalker ^struck Inlos Angeles) prangeiounijes 

•# ^rt, * | ' , • . r/’:’ TZ*' ' * j. * * 

21. March 17:3500 Block of Village Lane, •ijyi.'e of dwelling: one-story stucco ’ 
Easemead.cme-quartermilefromtneSan '£Color:£eige ■; . ~ 

Cabriel Boulevard onramp to the Pomona , , .knV? ■ 

^reeway. V v, ■ ,i?5-June.l:400.block of North Alta Vista 

jjwctim: bayteT5kazaki.34.Shot iodeath. •'"~-i 
(Her.25-yeaNOld.roommate5hol.but Huntington Drive_xittothe^]0. 

^survived.Bhe was Asiah.lomin Hawaii. - ‘ 

Sype of dweTlingf-Condo. “3; r -or. •: ,• i-V^ims- Wabel Close Bell, B3_and her 

to3lofiBrown.#*v-..>:..gf, r yfe&V, 

JpO:"* !S>: ¥- V- dBell laterttedStome rai 

S2.«arch 17:500block of Alhambra Slype of dwelling: ohe-su.^- 

g iue, about three-quarters ofamile' 'i'-^Color:l>eJge, brownJnmmed.T'.T^s:-. ■' 
PkazaWshome.'lMrtffiles’iromlhe' ^ 

Avenue on-rarrip to San BernariJino 

fWictim: Tsal^a'ri ; li},-'30.ir^ged out of 
^MontereyPartt 1 .shpttp.deat_li.Bhewas. 3yp? 

i.=Morch28.4'0200bl6a<"^Srong-MS'fe5S < iS^^^^^^& 

J&ye^jueTWhitber. .<*. 

l^l^^^^^i^^^^^"f..-^venue-ori:carripid210,-&eSy^y.2^-« 

5rme:lD:30p.Tri.to6:30am.'i' - ' : :Vrctm:Map^Canrx>n,75.^oimdf)faten. . 

gype of dwelling: ranch-style, one-aorv "•-• ’S™ 031 slashed. House ransacked.w^Si.i, 

Uiome.— ■--- ■<*. -. Typeofdwelling:one-stoiytomebotise. • 

coioKasS>st®^-^? 

m M.' 4 a ’ifJ®4*^S:T'no6wdcKArnOTnrei.two^t, 

a. May 14:1500 block of Tmm bower;, ^.'ftjnilesfrorn'Santa Anita Avenir- 

^StreetrnMonterey.Park.Victims:William -.^lOFreeway : Vr . 
rf)oir€o. shotandkilledl-Wferaped.They • Victim:lE-year-oldgfrtattack 
ivereAsian,.:.“ - -• ;;-' dunngaiiurglajydfherhome 

fiimp-'Rpfwpon il anrf ^ 3 m • *.* is- T.^«tCe^ * . 


■S.duly7:300block of.East Anight Street. ..-Boulevard entrance toSimi Valley 1 
-Monterey ftarictwomilesfromnearest '^-Freeway. - '• • • ■••’ 
.-■-^nramptothe'Pomon'a-Preeway. -riVrctjms: Chnstcrpher andVirgima Petersor. 

.; ,: ~Victim: Joyce-Nelson.-61 ."shot to death by .snot inbead, while lying in'bed. They 

Uj/'.Sntrader. _ . ' - survived. * ' 

4Hc ype ° f dwelling: stucco one-story tract . :--j 3 . August*: 21303 PinehSiiane. 
v-’*w!J! ne 'E» . . (Diamond Bar, half a mile fromPathfinaer 

,-acolor:Beige. .. ... - ... , /.Road on-ramp toS7Jreeway. 

ed.-';«;'?"S' 5 ;210.3Bty20:13000blockSchoenbom ' ^Vtrtrm:PtyasAbowBth. ,; 35,"stiotdeadrr. 
i me home.;, j£treet,Sun Valley, one mile from Roscoe • yeariy moming.-SViferapedJHewasa 

- :-"€SKvtWjc^-.. as -., ; - 

. -iS^yictrms:CharnarongKhovananth,32. ’ '-';:-'''3'ypedfdwellir!B:tyro-stpytracthomeon 

!^^^:^^ J ’ l ^ BMSle ^ ;wi,e3n0sonbealen • r-i»PoroPr-«>..- 

;^^yassailant,-who escaped with money - ” ! Color:-bejge. -V.~ 

^mgwse/^^^J^^i 3tMat530 ' 000 - ' "ri^A»iu»t 18: Eucalyptus Street, San 

• - ' ~i s; ^wS^^r^".-W.»iMd6iad;-£ire 

ioaaerteancelto'VemuraFreeway.^' '~"5lWlssic>n'Viej0:lhree-pdartersofbmile" 
'ictimsi^ilaxson-Knelding. 68, and his' ~vTrom.thelaPaz Road on-ramp to the 

rif£bela,"E6,-shot to death. f. ^oktenStateiteeway.. 

™ of^^ia&o^s^ Spanish ^v-,..-^«nims:-wnSam eams.ii29,5h0Wftee • - 


Augu«t'6:TB0C»Ji»?k’Acre Stree 
;^®!Md4eC«veTn«^|fe e da - 

• 9 * - 1 • iv- - 1 - 

• ^ .».V- *' I,; • * r 
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■""The following is alist orrecent sens’ 
murderers.—and one accused such murderer 
-—in thelos Angeies.area:" 

The Sunset Strip Killer _’ 
>Couglas'Daniei Clark, 57, was sentenced 
-In 7533lo;the gas'ctiaraberfprlne 1580 sex-.' 
-cthrillmurders-ptsix youngwomen — • • 

.yiinawaysand'prostliutesmbm the Sunset -a 5 
TSuSp-^-sndisawartingreiectraon'.^ 
he~rssway HSiier . / 

•'5o called because ne preyed on 
Jirtchnike- r s,.Wiiiiam5."Eonirf.was conviciec of 
me sex killings of 12 youngmeh and Doys in 
Los AngelesXounty between,^pgustJSTS 
and June 1980’Sonin, now 38, was 
sentenced to die tor these crimesln'lQSl, 
tnen given a second-death sentence in 
"Orange County in 1983 for the deaths of four 

young men.' . _• ... 

The Skid Sow Siabber 

Bobby Joe Maxwell, now 35, was convicted 
of two of the 10 ritualistic murders he said he 
committed to “put:souls out of their misery." 

' The killings took place in 1978 and 197S. 

: Maxwell W 2 S-given a life sentence in 1984., 


3Th2 Skid Sew Slasher 
r ’■ ftnother-Skid Rowkiller.Tiorman aernard, a 
. 32-year-dId drifter, pleaded guilty to killing 
•."three transients in the faii of 1983 necause. 
."aiefeltsorryftirthem.trBe received aJife 
sentence •wJtho.ufcpossibility of parole. 

•?3The Jitiislrie jBirapgier \ 

':V : . ;So dubbed Because Ihe^yictims'' bodies ; 
itiawere dumped orilos arigeles-arsapllsiaes,' 
“v ifiilinnq tnok hlar.finfitwfifin'-Onfnhfir 


—iffe sentencernBiversideTCounty in 1977 for 
the homosexual killings of three men. The 
■ ibodies ofmo^l^gg lS-victims in the rase 
-•-were found in^i^»gs7eft along the sioes 
.-■of nigh ways. said’Kearney mignt 

“•bave Wiled asmafiya'S 28 peopie.'Keamey 
te*v 2 sgiven a second life sentence—to be 
“served concurrentiy’-^'in LoS"Ange’lesDountv 
i'-ijn'-lS^fofaB mbfe'deaths. p-. - 


1977 and February 3 978. Atleast'10yourig 
women were kidnapped, raped and murdered. 
"Biendale upholsisrerAngeio'Buoho.'now'SD,'" 
_ yyas_convicted of the 10 murders in-1983 and 
_givena life sentence .wlt'nouifhe possibility of. 
- paroie.'Tiis cousin,’Kennethfiianchi.-wno 
■ testified against Buono, pleaded guilty to five" 
•? ibf the+iilidide murders and id two murders of . 
yyoung worrier! in Bellingham,’'Wash.Vin 1975. 
■■-Bianchi. who is now 33, wasgiventwo _ _ *. 
•■consecutive life sentencesinAVashington and 
.five concurrent'life sentences —■’which he is 
now serving — in California. 


-A'.. I.’" 


The Trs3h BagMurdars 

-Patrick W. Keamey.then’37, was given a 


Sandy Kraft r ■ •«■>» . .• 

. •. .-^Kraft is 3isoaccused ofbeing a “freeway 
-rkiiler" but never received a moniker by the 
=.ipress. The 35-year-old.computer programmer 
: -from Long Beach was arrested in May -1983 
: -by the California Highway Patrol for erratic 
■--.■driving. .Oniheseat nextlo+iim was thebooy 
■> of a Marine who .was apparently beaten to 
'death by KraftrHe faces-a December 1985 

• -trial in Orange-County -on 16 counts of muroer 

• -tnvoivingyoung men in their late teens and 
eariy 20s, dating back to 1972"He was aiso 

.-indicted in Michigan on two murder charges 
and police have linked him to six slayings in 
Oregon r - . . 
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3 the «nd,-there was fno place 
left to run; .. _ 

Richard ’Ramirez/^the man 
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r-tn s * -Conisrnie-z ttp=-.A-: -lookim iron sen ic -ngst anc „ ,, _ 

__L= - - - - AeciiiG - ■ - iTbe Mustang, revers e min x ae ! 

v^a^ar.. ,„ ; J . .^ ittie ieort* slsl-^ou nia ^rvaway siainxnea mw-ttewallof j 

Cm Aug. 31 on fee East Side ef -Navarro, J38,T>i-^3S65ii-3>£rrv St.' ^ 30 ? 5 me \ ««?■-lurched. tor- i 
X»s Angeies.■at k-jar d ji am irez had ^answered ta^siocs^Dn-fee' «oor-to - ^f 3 crashes into a tree. ; 

Eoshcrtageol enemies. ■ ..Sfindaaissd.OTaangaSaiiwaniiing' *^ ver . s ., G00r s ^ g °P en 

-If be flUift ^ already, ^ttamh-.am aer • -•? 1511 ou ? or tDS «r ; (• 

rer iejimen i?srii. vecPTnavlh?: flr' _a _U,V. ~ ®?«8tS|2G arOUHd OECSf tndr.iie'; 


he passed fee-*Arygrpwn6d 3,f st ye-' '_•■ 
at -Eighth "Street .and ^VB^greenisv 
Avenueldthe .Tonser-said, £i ? latenVibi 
bother sajpay . ■_ ' --_ _. ;yw 

- feisris^hetoria - :S£' vahu ,aves.»rf5ti 
ssacny Csmet-Brreetiiookeu.outzeTsi 


'iFH P"' T. ■' X • •* - * - 

laeMii^lsared iolg-nau-ter.s birthday, She.svan 
~T=s?-.--- | jug- starting -ne-.ear.:w&e&:crinaa- 

v&sgamaim fz^r 1 her aad ?u i 1 ftf er . Da - ■ * 

rsrashbvenc'- tus eyes, andI--tetew.it was 

ffiSSSS **f n;“-„""•- ■.•■■-. : 

zs:ti.?'v_ .- - _~gbse- Burgom. 54 j a renrea conn- 
SSbSShdiana iS^on worker, had 1 beam water- ’ 
.rfh.-«*» xame 5tjg&spla=ts ac '^ tne street.-he 
- ’ .Arscned tus nose and raceo seres?- 


■ aio-nevii^-aswaisOTgaiE-laien ■ -4>vSfhsad.^Sgy=n..SpatSl-aars'^ol- " - •*-. ^- ;i i 

"~3ie masked -dr. Spanish. dIEbst 3 owe£. - l§iil|I|pt:ti.r'v._ • ‘ ' - -eg?® 5 ?'®* 21 !? 0 . 12 *- ^ a renrsa ddrr-^. 
strskitsssurionsesri’/f^Baidh .^AenTlH^^Stnnaea Indians iSGjucdon worker, had _ been; water-' 
He £umed4h?«tffnerijHf«y. '. 4 kaSireet in asme iSu^^ 5 ] 3 ^^ across the street-Ke 

.Setn3-Vma.«l.aevsr»»5tabij:,B C n)ff. a woman *, -.-e- rafted, -^PP^ Jwse and raceo across- 
rszJfeitiriiiisbacitjsrdhefouncs ^oimer-color^ KHfisBObll®’* ~ E&s'-szrser. he tnsnaseG to.-pull 
dark fame baz.&psrksSiyvs&pec \x,=siesuTiedasmiehtrae^dv?'I®*** 83 iron.toe car. andrhswa 
x>y fee-Sitgrave. insideyerespair said .-Arturo ~3BenaTiflezJ-=svho fiBBSMnmbie.. tn ^ ground, 
of binoculars VillaanncabiaatSii? .^satcbedfromhisbarbershop.f^SBe De ua • orre, Angelicas 

aiuxninum ladder had -been iippeh ^sai'd;3Give.zne the'catShe veiled.' fe^^^d-puued a stee; rod ircp nis 
against rs ■wa!! Ircndm; =lheSant 2 ' 5 Helc.’ ' “. • —. feEsaio ims gate ana v.em for Rs_n- 

Ans s-reswa;.. - --; - '-'-Senaviaez. joined ^>v-another ~ :ce ~~ cy ’ ,r :ze 

=On she north sidenf-Iheirses’a.v,", mac. chased =She jsman ,-aflima|fSr___ 

Jdartiii Areas. -42. heard -z feud ,^gra*ittMinefl ^iej'.s^tfee -end ®f . V . . i 

behind him. He turned and saw-a the block.Bamirea hopned a 6 -foot- Ramirez fled west, witn us- ca ; 
man land on a oar'hood after high brick -wall into a vard on Percy Torre and Burgoic in pursuit. ; 
jumping from the freeway barrier. Street. Jaime and Juno Burgotn aiso gave-. 

he wasn’t wearing b skirt and wat - —£i maton, -mator.l" — the chase. _ ' 

carry-in#-a-bag % \ iaier, the .Slier'—rMaria Cortez- SuddenTy, the tugnive seemed to 

“he -loOKec like be ’was tired/;.-yelied f ram lier'iront porch. j! rl!C out § as ' _ T ^___ 

said Areas. *fHe was sweating. 3 ,5ier son, nephew and a neighbor! j “ He faab;oi stopped. Ja^ae 
tiidnUseeliim for ycrydQng..Keran -chased tbemancntofihe yard,oneJlBurgoin said. ^ 

paving a darge ^air “ 


Ramirez fled west, with De La • 


"Hilda Aleman, it e542'-feventbshears." * . . unloaded with-his right-fist. . 

St.,iis-very precise ■abQnt-the 3 unefe,^^~chase came to an explosive " 5 W* he went 

she -first beard her Doberman, Hubbard Street. pretty good, if I do say so myself. 

Champ, .growling behind her house, tsfiamirez humped -over s -fence ° es S , t{;| . _ T _ 

It was &15 aon.—^helookeditfee feto fee'back j-ard -of 55-year-old tncensed De-La^■Torre- 

clock. 3 Sha»wvE maa.Sress€Sin3B Sbastmo “Tino” Sinon.-tWho was smuck .tne-. pacst. ot. 

biactishirt snd jmnn, witirjfiark ^working on bis med 1965 Mustang. Rarntfei'S head once or twicewith 
.sunglasses,-lurking mearber awn's : ^STbe mewly^painted -car’s motor ibe metal: rod. ■ ■- 

t^.ot ' /. ..^eT" •' «Ti« yunning.^aall, viark-baired: ; : Burgotn and ManuelDe-Ia- 


i incensed De.-Xa-Torre- 
: struck , the-- bacte o£. 
eaa once or twice with 


i hutting and jmfUng ^nd c bh'iair'.-*^s>jnon./Be KaMfStoy-l iiave a Burgoin were bom in,the; UAA. 

was all twel with ta atfro---. jEiml*”- • —_- - • - y-jv and are bilinguaL; None-ot-them. 

; -'^he-man 3umped^^^SfSice,-ysA£ PinonanmieddBto feeiarj knew immediately-who. it was that | 
’feen beaded burrkiSftst «niliamirez shiftedtotcureveree..was leaning against the chain-UnK ; . 
- ! Be?enfe Street.-^Sal^^S^ghavez, 'A^As'if in a car-chase moraejOBinan fence, exhausted and dazea. i 
i^,said he^pdtfedfee’euroect Jnstyjeahed -intosfee-wsr 3 ^nddl>graiiV It was only when someone m the. 

■easbcf his'faome BtS558Kisktvon Ki -ctrngdling growing crowd pomtec out pnotos, 

manSressed in falaeL rwheel as ^s^feet swereM^gged^ I of Ramirez in newspapers that the 
I|p|||||pKj i - ery esFVDDS. 3 iie yas-,-atnnp the gtas sy y aj fl . * r-.-csc. - _ gj foiir reaiiz^ w ^om they had cap- 

■'■Wm '•' •'{“! hope the fear for everyone 

I -"Jrcr - "Jose -SaraQin saw. 
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Mana Cortez screams 'Ei 
‘Maton!’ (The killer!) 
lines to steal Phastmo Pm 
Mustang. 

[Tnes to steal Angelica De 
Torre's Granaaa.- 
IPursued and captured oy ; 
neighbors 


Salvador Chavez sees man with 


F| Chased out of gats by'Jonnny 


ciimd 


Asks for drink; fir 
Bonnie Navara s 
Tries to steal cai 
Arturo Benavide 
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25-Year-Old L.4. Man Earned In 



By David freed 

-and CAHOLMC GRAW, 

Times Staff Wrizers _i ; :• 

Lr •* * 1 .' . i 

An aii-points-bulletin was ■is¬ 
sued late rxiday fo'rRichard Rami¬ 
rez. 25.-of Los Angeles, suspected 
of being ihe “.Night Stalker,” 
whose seven-month career of kid¬ 
naping rape .and murder has 
spread fear from Grange County to 
San -"Tancisco. ; ■.', 

In a press cehfsrhnce held late 
Frioav night :sii ife Hah of Justice 
in Los Angeles Civic Center. Los 
Angeles County Sheriff Sherman 
Block. Los Angeles Police Chief 
Daryl Gates and Orange County 
"Sheri?! Brad Gates said Ramirez 
has a “lightweight" criminal back¬ 
ground—including convicti30g|p£ 
drug possession and driv&|pg|fr 
automobile without the off|jp3t 
permission. But now he is cdnsiS-' 
<ered “armed and dangerous,” Block 
<said. • . 

ciFfTbe suspect twas 'identified 
^through fingeiprints by Ihe mul- 
• ti-agency task force searching.for 
►Ihe killer. ..Authorities ,3Criday.Te- 
Jeased a photograph takerfDec! 12. 
1984, at theJime of Rajnirez'arrest 


Night Stalker suspect Bichard 
Ramirez, in police photograph 


on suspicion 


• ii.-ioica;e cape rianis o" 

'•sewcpaoe-. r.rtv ans state.) 
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POLICE IDENTIFY' STAL&SD 
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^Classification. 

| Submitting Ottice. 
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^Police nave' blamed the 'Night' 
[Stalker for -36 slayings in Hose-] 
mead, Monterey Park, -Whittier,' 
Monrovia, Arcadia, Glendale, Sun: 
Valley,-.Diamond Bar, the Lake! 
•Merced district of San Francisco, 
Mission -Viejo—and in --two Los 
Angeles area locations -not yet 
officially identified. 

';He -was also -blamed for the 
Ikidnap-molestations of four chil¬ 
dren in the San Gabriel Valley. 

SSj^wing number iff Monterey j ;Times staff writers Sieve Har¬ 
vey,‘-Deborah .Hastings, Nancy; 
Skelton and Ted ZThackrey -Jr.i 
contributed to this artichr J i 


i)*ii»iHiTTi lit •) j 


.the 1 * 

l OM. 

Orange CdiihtysSi; 

iefiff’s^3'o ; 


ic Science JServnce 
irted Ihat ■crimin' 
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{decayed teetfi. jHis description-xe- 


FBI 'DCJ 
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vesterday 


; Tcisncificsticr. of “tfcu Night-t tne 

: Stalker .came on the same day Los t annoum—,, v -„. ■ ■■ 

Angeles .police began statewide tUs-|for fnghtefiSg-Qr^Sge i-punty res: 

: tribution of a-detailed flier about dents. Tine dp'seaiSjtojqS members 
: the suspect. Copies of the flier are : planned to; 5g®>d3he-':3;ght in 48 
sxDected to go-Drimarily to retail jhomes in tKg-ateafsaieitbe groups 
" tions. : founder, .Curtis .Siiwa. 

i committed bv -'rGuardian'Angeis --.earlier this 
ate.back to Feb. « week began a similar house-sitting 
restigators/The l| program inlhe.San Gabriel Valley, 
irkened homes 5 *-where most of tbesuspect's killings 
' ‘ have -occurred. -' 

JnrSan -where a Night' 

Stalkersla^^^Surrea-two weeks.' 
ago. pdlice^^^pceived;aboiit'apO| 
calls "a vriaj^^^p:itizens_..with'tipst 
on. the jca^^^ptquestams^abotit 
home ^ecu^S^Bd §Oinar.)8Franh. 
Jordan.-' **P i 9*7.<4*£&Sj.*; •«**.■ : 

His department has iadded 70’ 
plain-clothed officers to nighttime ’ 
patroi duty since the attack'anMhel 
Bay Area,'and has distributed infor-j 
matioh about the suspect-through-; 
gS a SgSc .-^. j ;j!tOut lhd 2rda f ;.?prdap;-s^fL':.;.t';.' } 
ipaniesanSoutn-u; r‘ , “-We’re BO&'goih'g ; ipS5educe'any 
»CDpperating dnij of our patrpistiiiiiH iie’s'in custody 


I Atlantic -Sichfield Co., -which is 
xiistributing the "flier to its stations. 

■ “If ,we Slave one 3flier) -available, 
mayibe jthe T guy avill^come i n and 

someone will j-edp^hize'iim.’*. 

••~A31 majoi 
ern Caiifor 
the flier's t _ 

that interest mposFing^nforihatibni 6 rwwdr;knowji^q|i!*§Etg{|i .tie’s no! 
aboutthe suspectls extremely-highlj c 6 iriiir|^badS|^}S ar^'.’^ordan ' 
“Some stations havealready-cutj i^ep^ias’lje’s at 

out the.’Night.Stalker’s -mug shotsjj large/iahd.as mobile as he4s, were 
from-newspapers-and posted themf not taking any-chances.” ' 

suspect .was themselves,” ALoll said. .-“This '-is] -At least half-of the -murders! 

something-of -great public concern? linked to the "Night-Stalker have! 
to everybody'." ’I'---’-:• - j occurred on weekends,.as have five j 

The -suspect’s datest attack in? of his last-six attacks,-tout author!- 
Mission Viejo prompted the Orange! ties are-amt commenting,; .-Oft. a. 
County Sheriff’s Department ear-; possible pattern regardin^^&^ys' 

her this, .week -to. increase the — -- ■ - 

number of patrol-units in the field. of the suspect’s brutal aiWi j 
Sheriff Brad Gates said yesterday Investigators said yesterday in-1 
the department would lurther.'bol- creased police patrols "land the • 
ster its patrol 'efforts .to meet widespread search .for-Hamirez ( 
continued concern among resi- would continue .through the Labor. 
dents, ’-.y;. -5 Vi L. JV . Day Tioliday.-and that no special ' 
i ?3n order 46 Jessen lhe Jear and added .measures are necessary to 
ianxiety -^aus'efl..ajy^the^ight prevent a weekend attack. ! 

Stalker, ave.^iave,:dncfeased-'-even . , • 

I more the patrol units aba-personnel . e re "ready 8 ® ar > e *l U P t0 the j 

j in the unincorporated areas."-Gates 'l^ naxirnum - sai ° -sheriff’s depart-; 
jsaid.- -. •►.•r "rs'i-'-J- ■ .- 

; -Since ;-the.3ncideht,^Drange ment spokesman Deputy Bob Stone- 
... | County residentsahave.ifloo'ded the man. ""Nothing’s changingfor tre*as- 

? atta cks fmkedj sheriffs tSepaftmlhtdgstth- calls far :as Avhat.;day-it:B.”-j ?rl" • 


J ,said. J 

' -The 'Night Stalker is believed 
i responsible -for as -many-.-as m 
.-attacks ; durmg nhe-last -seven 
j months. All "but two of the incidents 
•: occurred in Los-Angeles County. ; 
j_.-ddentuication.of the r.” zz' 

■made, .after -xLos Angeles police! 
! recovered a stolen station wagon j 
j-spotied at. the scene of the Mission j 
! Viejo assault. Orange County foren¬ 
sics specialists — utilizing such 
-disparate toois as a laser beam and 
fSuperglue — found fingerprints 


[agencies. 
fc- The three-Sldzi 
ab the killenhave 
[Reactions fromfn 
throughput'^oul 

tend tbe.iBay'^n _ 

Epurchas&i •iguns.’^nstalled '•'home-. 
5ecuritySystems^nd organized -in' 
£nej.ghhg0opd.^irDups fn recent 
weeks sas^iublica^'tebout 3he''sus? 
pecesjfjffSap gp&e ieTghtehed*^ 
WCT&rbement agen&esdwjye' 
3r§p6fte3^r&Srang IthousanSslcf 
ifpslTrmi^atlzens "^ho'isaid'^hey 
thpua&22tty. ‘had spotted Ihe^sus-' 


Friday, -^Saturday sor-Sunday. 'No 


information -has--been released on 
j two -other murders added -to the 
• .-suspect's'--death toll .earlier, this 
=we@T-• •••:•" — = 


WiHlMwt 
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Title. LAPD ADDS 2 TO STALKER'S 
VICTIM LIST - IT’S 16 NOW 


Character 


Classitication. c 
Submitting Ottice 


Indexing 


i Py D AVID FP-E3D and CAROLMcGRAW, , . 

j TRmes-Staff Writers ' y .• 

J Two murders that occurred in Los Angeles County 
ns -early as February were "linked by authorities 
Thursday -to the -Night Stalker, bringing to 36 the 
iiumber of slayings that investigators have attributed 
loth&^^^^n serial killer. • : - 

: TRi4MB^ure of additional cases came in a printed 
fcuilet"' Lay'd by the Los Angeles Poiice Department, 
Jwhicn is p&ticipating in a multiagency task force of 
pnore than 50 officers hunting the killer, 
i Police said they plan to distribute thousands .of 
copies d! the one-page bulletin .to gas -stations and 
ether retail businesses throughout California to better 
jalert the public and generate more Ups on the elusive 


killer. 


1 "Occurred Outside Los Angr-Is-s 
| .AuthoriUes would provi(Se..'feb.ietaiis on the two 
iaddiUonal slayings, -except to say that both occurred 
putside the Los Angeles city limit and that at least one ; 
(dated back to February. • * : ; 

j A source dose to the invesUgaUon said the two ■ 
{murders nnay have occurred in Altadena and long 
Peach.However, a police detective;in Long Beach and 
la sheriffs sergeant in Altadena said they could not 
{immediately recall any cases 'in their respective 
{jurisdictions that might be connected to the Stalker. • 
Los Angeles County Assistant Sheriff Robert A. 
Edmonds, whose department is coordinaUng the task 
force, said, ‘We are saUsfied that the 14 are linked. 
LAPD lias decided there are . - .additional teases) 
based on their analysis. We don’t disagree. We lee! 
they maybe linked." - . .. 

■-It was previously thought that theStalker killed his ; 
first-vicUm on March 17 in Rosemead, where Dayle 
Okazaki, 34, was shot to death in the kitchen of her 
condominium!' ■< r ' 


SEARCHED. 
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•Use of Handguns Confirmed 


lil'iWUWifciiffvW: 


The Police Department's bulletin confirmed that 
. some who -have died were shot with 22-caliber and 
25 t caliber handguns. .Others have been/fatally 
stabbed, slashed and bludgeoned. 

'‘Officials have aiso blamed Ihe Stalker for at least 21 
Dther assatilts,Tapes and kidnapings sinceTebruary. 
,-:The .police -bulletin, without Elaborating, Tevealed 
that the'Stalker may-have Rightly different' hair than 
that depicted on a composite drawing widely circulated 
. throughout.lne statefffis'hair, authorities mow believe, 
may be less curly lhan'shown and may be parted^ - ; 
/3n addition,-authorities joowhelieve that the Stalker 
: has used imported,•presumabiystolen.'station wagons 
' “onaevefal occasions” to-drive to .the homes that he 
enters .at-night through'open windows and doors.to 
attack his sleeping victims. * !■ 

Meanwhile, 'Orange -County-,officials confirmed 
Thursday'thatilhey -have -found .-fingerprints cn an 
orange 1976 /Toyota istation wagon fhat/the/Staiker 
may have sidlenjantlJUieh-tfriyeh'Sunaay^biaiission 
Vigo in OrangetJoin^.'^; r* V*'"*-.- . ' ' •' 

.A witness reported seeing aToyota wagon,-similar to 
the one -stolen, an l£he AiisrionWiejo.neighborhood 
where ; 29-year-old William Cams was shot in the head 
. and his fiancee raped early.Sunday by an intruaer. The 
car later was found abandoned in the parking lot of a 
health food store near “6th Street -and Alexandria 


iAvenue in the Rampart District of 
-Los Angeles. 

Larry Ragel, commander of 
the Orange County Sheriffs De¬ 
partment’s Forensic Science Ser¬ 
vices Division, said criminalists on 
-Thursday found ‘-‘good" prints on 
the car using a laser -examining 
. -device and other state-of-the-art 
•methods. The prints apparently do 
not match those of the car’s owner, 
v.Ragel said the Orange County 
sheriff's fingerprint -computer, 
which -holds-fingerprint sets for 
13,000 people, printed out 100 sets 
“that bear similarities to -those lifted 
■from the -car. "Ragel declined to 
-Indicate whether any-of-the com¬ 
puter-filed fingerprints matched 
‘.ahe ones discovered Thursday. 
•LIHe said -the -lifted prints also 
Voiild be sent to the state Depart¬ 
ment of Justice, which has more 
-than 1 million sets tif fingerprints 
■i fonhle^ • - \-t. •" • ’• •: — 


^ requested the public’s help in find¬ 
ing -the‘Toyota EtSfefrr~wagon,' 
which had -been stolen "Saturday] 
. night in Chinatown. On Wednesday 
morning, -Los Angeles -police re-! 
ported that the stolen car had been 
-. located at about 7a.m. that day... ] 

•What police did not say was that; 
’ they actually were notified of the; 
•car’s location Tuesday morning by 

- a telephone tip and that detectives; 
- -watched the car from hidden posi- 

-lions throughout the day-and night 

- -without success to-seeif the person 

, who stoleit might return. j ‘ 

- 'Police spokesmanTmarTWiiliam' 
. - Booth insisted Thursday that au-j 
■'^horities were -not attempting loj 
• deceive Ihe ^public—even though, 
-the request lor'help in finding the; 
-car went out 12 hours after police 
-foundit .v.- 


^.There’s no :time -discrepancy,''; 
vRooth inristed. “We did seize that! 
'-/car at about 7 -a.m. : We will n ot; 
'^discuss any bther activity oPthej 


lifiltllMtifi i “ 
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BOw POLICE FOUND STOLEN 

Cm . ;:; _ s _, |§ 
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, .A -.besr-drintdng man matching'sthe 
l-descfipFioriLof '4he5jUight rStalker *was 


newspaper iSaer ins arm.-was -waiuniTi 
_-,..>.on : !t>in ; SwT.imonHi at ”3 -pm.’ 


| Character __ 

i ar 

jCla-ssifiiafon: B0“33B 


outside cw _____ 
Monday: 


Submitting Offio^Qs AkgeieS 


uuuaj. ’*• • ?"v. • - ; 

*•3116 zwoman/who x^u'esiea ^c^jm- ; j 5ndexing; 
ity/sald .she recognized the resemblance 
between‘the man -with the curly brown !j 
hair and the composite drawing she saw ;j 
• -r-i onteievisionjHer bouncer Agreed. 

and .Normandie avenue 8 -rSsTie ‘JaTd”5t'"il 0 6ke'd TikeBiiinjmd ’he 


*.*y ts. 

gon’Lady 

q««.^ — —-_mandie {Avenue. 

g «ssEMj»6Kee pSeB'-theyatoted themari’s' 

g k^>lanee5cr : ®he i fe9mp.o^e drawing df ; 
%lghf 1 jtaIkk'.^ntShej'''said the man' 
xtled. a bus $5minutes later.al^nt-Iiye 
i-shmatesbefore•••isffisers airitf€&;- - 1 
JL'day feter,-® -swarm aal p olice cars 
sfieavia®®*!. ‘ -the farlring lotgfcf -the 
* Ci&ptaaQ f £aj^r Msrkft at-Sixih-Street and 
5 Alexandra Avenue alter a citizen .re- 


! Stalker in an attack Sunday in Mission 
;4 Viejo. 

-■ Bui the officers — and the circling 
Ipolice helicopter, overhead — -soon-de¬ 
parted after a health-food store owner; 
j told them the car .had been parked there 
i more than one day. " 

Two detectives posted themselves in 


called police,” s'ne said. In the'mearitime, 
she .said, employees talked with the man ; 1 
as-be downed two Coors, which he paid; 
for with a $20 bill, in an attempt .to keep, 
him at-the bar until officers arrived, j 
•She .-.Said ihe .^vas.rian -unemployed 1 
i Vietnam veteran •pained' SBddie:- Be; 
showed -one of the bartenders what-he; 
i said was a bullet wound.But the conver-: 
I sation -didn’t last — and the man boarded. 

[the bus. ','1 

-W hile the man was drinking beer.the. 


Toyota .--allegedly -used- by the-flight 
Stalker - was sparked 'OnJa :Jot wlthin-sa 
cluster of -buildings at the market. John 
Quinn;owner of Foodsfor Fitness next to ; 
the' market, -sald the car’s .license -was 
I Two detectives posted themselves in j among those be jotted-down Monday to 

Ian upstairs office of a Christianppoksior.eJ kee P track -° T >hich cars are P arkeai0 ° > 

- -■- " , - -—»- ? =? long • i 

to watch the car Tuesday.afternoon in# 5 

. . . .... « ■> . ... “tT 7 l__. 


;hopes that the killer would return When 
Jthe attempt failed, the car was towed 
{away at 7 a.m. Wednesday and police 
{announced that-it bad been found. 

'"Police spokesman ’Cmdr. William 
-Booth said he was unaware of .the possible 
{sighting at the tbarJol-a 'man resembling 
(the composite Sketch." . 

“If (that’s) accurate .and everyone’s 
.^accurate, we would hav,e liked to have 
{been there five minutes sooner,” Booth 
•{said. He refused to -talk -about the 
^surveillance of the-car. ' ' “s- 

] The-killer is-blamed for *16 _ brutal 
felayings and multiple quacks lin -Los 
Angeles and Orange counties arid Sari 
Francisco ' • 

’ An owner of the Dragon Lady bar said 
.hat_ a man w earing a white dress shirt, 
a n -*oants and cowbov-shoots, -with xa 


Those notes, now turned over tc police, I 
indicated that the par was parked in “the 
lot sometime heforeQuinn went to work. 
Monday smoming. But'ifsaid he -didn’t ’ 
find dutTi : wasthecar supposedly used by 
the ‘T^iJht'StalkerjSntil/ahesday, -when' 
police^rrived.:||S?4 J j^F" 

. tDetectiyes AventSfo-'ahe .^upstairs' -of 
Beverly 3 ?Bodk ?and ^ible next -boor -to 

. ■ n’-JVi' 'TkTirlBVi7morl 


‘‘Thepolice'fcame in anS^CTotea^o^ise 
our store .for an observatSnfj>ost^,rsaia 
theBRev. 5 todney‘^hdton^r<H^S 6 «io 
manages-the -store. -'*- 
He ‘said detectives' wohiarit-teU-Pim 
i why they were so interesfed in the .car. 

1 But -as -he'-sat xeadinj the .Herald, he 
-noticed Ihatiflje'descrjptioiipf.iheldHer's 
vehicle iri-the newspaper.matcfiedthe.car; 

sitting a few dozen yar&awjay...;-'.. 

-Bt was'“4heh, he .-said,-that officers! 
a dmi tted-why.they wanted loavatch-the, 

--A-, 
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TURNS UP FINGERPRINTS 
THAN OWNER'S IN 


: TOYOTA 

1 Character: 

O' 

Classification: 80-33B 

| submitting Officers Angeles 


a Ij,- ’j 

-.^pbcstcable/svhich •Srilts'flieJ&a'’ 
J>^'n^ouia : l3eiiirfeaaed'throug!i : uttoife'e 
shifter, Ttagle said. /•' 

aySTtie sheriff'sirdepaFtment-bought 4he 


iBy Jeff Gottlieb 


t Herald staff wnter 


• E B sin ? a laser'.beam like ■a^iashiight,^ 3^5,000 laser about a year ago.makmg^t 
. : Orange County -criminologists lave'j;theonly police agency in the state lohave 

! j found fingerprints other fcanthe owner's one, illagle“^iarWhe'T > hoehixT3Pijiice 
I iin the .Toyota suspected of being stpleniy JJepartmeht'Jand ,'ihe Arizona .public 
. the Night .Stalker .serial killer. 

!' Investigators asay. 'the .prints jcould -:^;S^ou'cahiiinci^pjintDnan.'^hingwUh 
| belong to any number'of 4he ®wner , s'^^e'3asen^Ragie 
!. friends. OrThey -could belong to' th'e|pan j.L^5rSt;.^epireS^ ^e ^iar l^bhing ' 
authorities believe stole the car beTore^is /^becked tuyere' ®uste3 .i3i5th .fingerprint 
•i-attack -on a Mission Viejo'cbuple')eaf3>^~5oH3er, , ttie:t^Sitionalaneans fif finding 
j Sunday. The car was found abandoned injurants. 

j Los Angeies on Tuesday. " ’-^^hen theiaspris’ljashed over the arts 

! ! Before -investigators could use the jbeing‘Inspected.’/;.' 1 ^".' ' - 

, ‘sophisticated laser equipment, workmen . -1 “jf a print shows.iip'ihere,; we might 
! lhad to build a temporary shelter next to put Superglue on it to make.it bolder.” 

! .jthe sheriff’s office to house the Toyota. .Ragle said, ‘lit becomes -very -dramatic.'” 
i ; “Even at night ihere .is too much ..vSuperglue’,'" available. rin tmost drug 
! • incidental light outside for the laser test stores, contains a chemical that .turns 
i - to -work." said Larry Ragle, director of fingerprints .white... . - . 

forensic services for the"sheriffs depart- -iOnce photographs’ it the"fingerprints 
• ment. “It has. to be very, dark." are taken,*lhey are specially coded 2 nd 

; The 6-f*wiMong. 8-inch-wide laser can- entered onto .the^heriff■‘5iepart.meiit’s 
j jnot be moved because of the amount of Automated. JLateht-SPrint System. :ihe 
I |power it uses and its cooling system, computer system the ^department rents 
IRagle said. . for $4,000 a month. The system contains 

i "Usually we have things like guns or fingerprints from 15f)00 people who have 
iknives and we just take them into the been booked.into the Orange County Jail, 
(building,” he said. “This time we had to Ragle said. •/. . - 

ilimprovise.” . . - r 3 f no match is found, investigators-will 

A.hole was drilled in the wall next to -check the computers of other state .law 
the shelter so that the laser's 20-foot-long, enforcement.agencies..’ 
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.pool «■ 1 spokesman xt:a)an Cooke.'r- 

! The ^unanimous .council action •'Neither-the LAPDmor^Los An- j 
Wednesday was followed by a 510,000 geles County SherifFsjDepartment 
authorization by Gov.-George Deuk- ihas Che laser .beam .equipment for I 
imejian, who said he hopes the re- jifingerprint analysis, -although j 
■ward "will help bring to an end the 1 'sheriff's -officials said -they have : 
(trail of violence, misery and heart- tasked the-Board-of-Supervisors to 
.jbreak that the Night Stalker has left J .approve .purcha sing the system. 
tin California " i . 1 . ~T 

i San Fernando Valiev area Coun- • According to sheriff s Lt. Dick 
■ cilmar Howard Finn proposed the hiOlsen, Orange County investigators 
Icitv reward to show the council s jMwill also use a “super glue method 
iinient "to move vigorously against jMfthat involves releasing fumes inside 
^(such individuals" as the Night - Ithe car, which are then attracted to; 
•iStalker. several of whose victims t oils and amino acids found in human 
(have been valley residents. . ■ fingerprints. - = •—. ■ 

• The reward pool now totals $70,000 The stolen car.located on a resi-: 
(for .the capture and/or conviction of dential , street ^ LAPD's Ram-; 
the man thought to be responsible for Di v j s j 0ni .could prove to be a ■ 

34 attacks and 14 murders. - ■ | sjgnifjcent'tliscdvery. said'Los An-! 

The fund also includes".310,000 , es Unae rsheriff Theodore Von; 

from the Los Angeles County Board Minderi^ whose agencyhas assigned; 
of Supervisors. "$10,000 in private g 4 investigators to ihe case, 
•donations to the countv fund. 55,000 | 

rr=r_- --== r?g£ssr ^ ■ At the department's Informal.: 

Ifrom the Arcadia City Council, and .; monthlv,briefing-for ifi^fss. Von! 
.J$10.000 from the city of San Fran- jj Minden found Tiimsetf.^a^ectedly' 
.{cisco. _ g besieged : fby Several .abzen news-j. 

j Meanwhile, LAPD investigators t paper,.fadio.and television reporters 
itransferred the stolen car — a 1976 *. seeking -any’'Iclnd -sbf cinformation 
jorange Toyota Corolla-Deluxe sta : |;about the'Night'Stalker 3 vhoalleged- 
(tion wagon — .to the custody of Or- iv has committed his crimes in three 
,ange County sheriffs officials |counties—los'Angeles’,Orange and 
t Wednesday morning '3or .fecial | s an Francisco.’! x<i,. : ! 

.jlaser-beam fingerprint analysis.',;..?L r "iMeanWhiie.^cjice’ii'ave'ibeen in- 
•j Tiie car ’ stolen Saturday -night ’ terviewing -employees Sf -construe-'! 
Ifrom Los Angeles China to wn/flis- Ition sitesnear>tbree-bTihe Stalker-' 
n l a l',,^ av ^ been psed ±y ihe j linked mufder/scenes. .According to' 
iNi^it Stalker during his Jatest^as--, .published xeports.lpdlice'have been 
isault. an attack on .a young Grange j i sh owing laborers ffijihotograph 
■County.couple who live in Mission '.which resembles ajpoTyso-raug^shot 
jV.ejo The man wasshot inihehead, with the number covered 
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16 MULDER COUNTS FO" 
STALKER 


-Jg|i fjxnid confusion and lack; 

■ ePHIl -of ^communication 1 

among -investigating' 
agencies, authorities yes¬ 
terday linked two more murders to 

■ the "Night Stalker. 

: The “'additional -deaths would 

- raise the total attributed- -to the 

- elusive-serial killer to 16. They were 
i disclosed -fas 3x>s Angeles police' 

officials announced -new -informa-. 
i tion~about the Wight Stalkers weap-. 
ions,*' '-prepared '^statewide 
’ distribution of detailed bulletins on 
5 the suspect and tailed to -keep 
spokesmen-for ‘some investigating 
; agencies abreast of all new find¬ 
ings. ■ ji & y , . : 

Apparently mot immediately m- 
! formed were’spokesmen for the Los 
' Angeles County Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment. -which heads the multiagency. 
. task force assigned lo the case, j 
The'meaner jin which informa-i 

- nor was released to thepublic took- 

• a substantial :-turn yesterday with 
the LAPD’s - 3rect involvement But 

i it was unclear why ^he-LAPD was 
assuming a more public role. Also 

• unclear^vas whyagencresnormally 
notiiied were -not, arid what, if 
anything that change reflected in 
., h r'T f T g t l.a' kency investigation 
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NigfcrSiSOcer manhunt yesterajy:. 

' e Los Angeles -police-released for-' 

the first time information -.on two 
.guns -possibly .'used by the killer, a' 
disclosure criticized by some agen¬ 
cies working on the •investigation 
»".•*■ Investigators reported that the 
istring -of murders being'linked to 
{the asuspeci -may Lave begun last 
"{February. not March..17 ns pre- 
•jviously believed. ;. ; 

i .acFingerprints .not matching 
(those of the 'vehicle’s .owner were 
•found inside -a stolen car believed 
(used intne latest attack. i 

]• js Investigators, who-earlier said 
llhe Night .Stalker may' - have worked 
tin -the' , iebnstruction 'industry, ^can 1 
rvassed ‘building -sites near some of 
'.the .attacks, showing workers com- 
iposite Srawiiigs ol the suspect. 

"Be"Release of the'.buhetin -on the 
isuspect. proaipted .initial confusion 
.}for its author — "theXos Angeies 

^- well as-suspect's method of operation, for announcing that b^llisiiss-^ests 
(a mongshemt s oepartmen. spoa.es: ..yoersbv he enters darkened homes linked a murder in her city with : 
men. The ouuetm. wnicn contained ..through -unlocked -doors or win- l'iight Stalker attacks here, 
some new mxormation. also an- bows. Thousands of copies were set . Li. Jim Swinford of the Glendale 
.gered some investigators with other to be distributed to retail outlets Police Department .said Teleasins 
agencies, who iearned -of those and gas stations throughout the -descriptions •of the weapons was- 
aisciosm-es from reporters. ^ "state today. Booth said. -inconsistent with Block's scolding 

Authorizes refused to disclose The bulletin also -contained in- of Feinsiein. 

.derails-on the two newly reported formation about murder weapons • “The more you publicize any 
i killings, saying only that they oc- possibly used by the Night Stalker, kind of evidence with a deranged 
:curred earlier this year an the who is believed responsible for as person like this, the more you run 
|county, outside LAPD jurisdiction, many as 34 attacks in Los Angeles the risk of clicking a light in his 
| Although the sheriii s depart- County and one each in San Fran- 'head,” Swinford said. “He may noi 
iment heads the Night Stalker task cisco and Orange County. A :25- be thinking about the fact he’s 
.force ana has oeen in charge of caliber automatic or a -22-caliber using the same weapon. 

(releasing information on the inves- revolver may have been used in “But if it comes up two or three 
itigation, officials with the depart- some of the slayings, according to or four times, a light bulb might 
iment and the iAPD refused to the bulletin. -click in his bead, and the next thing’ 

I explain why new details about the Arcadia police Detective Ed Win- you know the gun’s somewhere off 
i case were being handled by city ter. a member of the multiagency 7 the end of the Santa Monica Pier.”i 

j police. Night Stalker task force, said yes- The bulletin was released as' 

! . Sheriff Sherman Block pre- terday he had not been told-of the -Orange County forensics specialists 
:jviously has .provided details about bulletin. .He also said be was sur- . continued searching ior ^evidence, 
i each slaying linked to the suspect, prised the new information came inside the stolen car believed used 
! but neither his department nor the from Los Angeles police, not the in the Night Stalker’s latest attack.; 
; would explain y'esterdav why sheriff’s department which is head- 'Borne fingerprints, not those-of the" 
j officials would not reveal the dates, ing the investigation.' ■vehicle’s owner, were found, -said 

•i locations and victims of the two “As far as information being put Larry Ragle, lead forensic specialist' 

! muraers mentioned in the bulletin, out. it does kind of murk the water -for the Orange County ."coroner's. 

1 Sheriff’s department spokesmen u P ,” Winter said of the LAPD’s uffice. - - -I s --- - 1 

j referred all questions concerning distributing the bulletin. “We’ve" The 1976 orange Toyota station; 
1 the two killings to the LAPD, which .got an agreement with the sheriff's wagon was stolen in Chinatown last 
refused to elaborate on the bulletin, that before anything goes nut, we’ll • Saturday. Authorities said it was 

• “We accepted the taskof dissem- .get together and compare - notes.”- -.-.spotted Sunday at the scene of the 
inating the bulletin.’’..sard LAPD Release of the -police -bulletin Night Stalker’s latest assault, an- 

(spokesman Cmdr. William .Booth, marked the second time disclosures-attack on a "couple in Mission Viejo/ 

! Tbats as much as 1m going to vabouttheoase raised criticism from according to -authorities. It was" 

;' .investigators. Last week,-Los-Ange--.found near-downtown Los Angeles 

• The LAPD bulletin also con- les County Sheriff Block, among oh Tuesday and staked out, then 

tain ed two c omposite.drawings of others, indirectly -criticized "San stowed away by police Wednesday 
the Nig ni Stal k er an d details on the Francisco Mayor "Dianne Teinstein ' morning --; 









remains in criiicS^^KsiSQMa&^at: 
Mission Community Hospital. "His : 
fiancee, who was awakened by the' 
•gunshots, was raped but managed 1 
to call .police. . 

■ Although Carns. is -still alive, he! 
was inslyeed as-a murder victim in 
• bulletin, which: 
'raiseScUifri^gbKsd number -of the, 
.suspect's' 3 fstki ’victims to 17.' 

will be wrong,”; 
Bootj^jSSiP:"Por^lbe purposes of. 
This bulldan, we-jiave included the! 
-Mission "Viejo attack because of the'; 
-victim’s critical condition.” 

. "The bulletin was released by.tbe 
LAPD -about -12:30 -p.m. tbut -was 
recalled within'about a half-hour. 
•Booth explained why the bulletin' 
was withdrawn, saying. "Right now! 
I think (release of the initial infor¬ 
mation about the weapon) was a. 
mistake.” ! 

The bulletin -was rereleased 
about 1:30 p.m.. with police explain-; 
ing that the only mistake in the one-; 
•page flier was including the attack' 
on Carns as a murder. i 

While Booth said the bulletin 
was released in cooperation with 
the sheriff’s department, sheriff’s, 
spokesmen contacted after its re-, 
•lease said they were still reporting 5 
-14 murders linked to -the Jiight: 
i Stalker. 

, Several "hours 'later, however. 
Sheriff’s Deputy John Broussard 
said his department “has conferred 
•■with the LAPD and has agreed with . 
The release of the information J 
concerning similarities in cases! 
they have noted." j 

- But. Broussard added. "We have: 
no -comment on the release of < 
-miormacioh about the guns." ' ' 
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By Marks. Warriick - 

and Chris Woodyard &•--■ 

keraid 1 staffwitters jtf c, .£ : ‘V: 


>!% - 

^ ight.Stalker investigators 

ssgn 

- —I to Superglueyes'tprciay as' 
they began scrutinizing 'a‘‘stolen 
automobile -that may >ave"'been 
used in the .suspect’s latest,vicious 
attack. -ip'ipiA ; «- 

j*Thd 'search'for evidence inside 
the vehicle,- a -1976 orange Toyota 
station wagon,‘came as the.rewafd 
fund for the Night'Stalkdr’s’arreSt 

anrl ' ■/■nriTri/'tJr.T. ' - 1 , /'•. -h - - 


stored H>y< ^/.^.VtW^pntributiori 
from the Los AngelesTity Goimcil, 

.Go vTGeOrge-. IbeUkmejian:^-' M 

r^f?S.eIes::po|ice. yesterday mo 

TnavnrmiidoiJlHiti 


v'Wip'" iXzxsz: ___ . 

fe*<Any,time you recover an auto- 

^ ^ ^^^^fc£ecoyered.by )joiice' 

} tack^in .Mission^Yiej6,tacc6rding r 'to ' 
1 ^SA^o^ies.^J^fal^^fcouiiM' 

were -lisfna rin o'ytfriVKk 4 ■ 


- •=*$?&?-' ^^Kpd? -;mc}.u.dteiuse ■ of V 
r|P?9{?*- JM^^tjiat highlights rfinger- 
/PfuitSj •l n ..it?-.^3Sfy^c^?-^uperglue,' 

• .Sjtalker/C-?, CpL^gfe 






... • jir* i •.:* ' • --v sV«h> - j 


y 11 ••■>■• j i i. 


'iMsrvh 


inisfotnerjtfao 

p^gssssaisir! 

^•.popular, With 'Crime laboratories as' 


C#a 1 pfi' • - ■•I- sai^on' Minderi, the LosAhgeleS. 

^iUlCUsVdi, County,undersheriff... 

1 <M« - ilA .-The'Sherlffs department*hlch 
S ' Al “ Cfol is heading a multiagency task force 


, Deukmejiari 


■ astand. greater. variety, of ..materials than - fund of up to $10000 ?**•*. exC6 P t to.-.say.-: that they • 

labora- the. longtime method of. "dusting” . "I hope that this reward will nC i.u de ^ a l e . S o? , .. rap f assau V 

heriff's ‘-for fingerprints, he said;-. -- help bring to an end the trail of TheNight Stalker initially struck 

ar,.said, 1 .„Besides.|searchihg;, for 'finger- violence, 'misery and heartbreak 0 "', y o in *g? me * *“ the: San Gabnel 
ninalist-, prints, investigators plan'to analyze that the Night Stalker has left In u nd ^ an ^" an , d ,° Y al,ey |- bu *_has 
WS-i^theVreepyered-vToyotaifory trace California," Deukmejian said .broadened his-attacks to SanFran- 
llght. a; elements"' of .hairs and fibers that Earlier, the Los Angeles County ■ ^'sco anti Orange County within the 
ibout'-ff might link the;.c?r to.the suspect,'] Bbardef Supervisors and the city of: a U'» P ji£ 1 1? k S ft?- 
over.a.. Fitzpatrick said yesterday.! A team , San' Francisco each 'contributed f- MOnwhUe;..authorities,in some. 
,j“THe.‘pf four or five sheriff's department | $io,000. The city, of Arcadia U has Ang ^ es , Co ! jnty Clties re P° r { « 
avln,. a technicians, was expected to-work i 6ffered $5,000 and private contribu- * bu , e,ar,es .*f 1 re c ent weeks- 

t-mois-through the night looking for clues.' 1 tions total .more than $10,000. > ■ L 1 ?,' po1lice patrola 

investigators, continued fol- The stolen Toyota was foundin' fJ? d heightened public awareness of. 
;.:«C; Un ? er ;’ tbe 'i be am;'-fingerprints-lowing hundreds of-tips from'.call-: LAPD's Rampart division ■ near * he '- Night Stalkers attacks, In 
IV: fl PP ear similar.to the invisible mark.! ers throughout Southern California ; downtown about 7 MeZ' h0 ®, es V,. 1 , Vjj. •- • V -v ' • 
stamped on people’s,wrists that. Is.'and the Bay, Area, some'.politiclans. •' after authorities'received a tele- rnW* Ibnk .j'i, Si re , ated , t0 , the 
vlewed under.a fluorescent light at. -used .the lure of reward money, to'! phone, tip from a resident' I-.APn hillings, said Detective Ed Winter 


>a,nu6rescentlightat.'used. the lure of reward money, to ! phone, tip from a resident- LAPD , 4 ' D S, n ■ Winter, 

ts^md,Other. public encourage citizen assistance.,^..;, j Cmdr .William Boo^womd nm say of „ h h e Arcad ' a Pollc " Department,. 

cSu "‘!' i-wben nhe -call was- rec'eivK 


tyhilo investigators? • expYels&l 


.with.the chemical name cyanoac-'would remain" in 

»jwsw>* •* •. •’* *. /,. < ■■mi'’/ v« T ‘i _ .. • .*: . 

' —--- " - -‘ V • 4-.* :( u 
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- By Jeff Gottlieb >*Z }-•« T- 

Herald staff writer- ■ -.-Vr'- 5 -"' «<••’ J*d“ 5 - • 


! .n the midst of one of the-.largest: 

. investigations in the history of the Losj 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department ,J 
Sheriff Sherman Block has gone onj 

■ But while his deputies search for the , 
killer known as the Night Stalker, who has 
murdered 14' people, Block said that “it’s 
irrelevant” whether he is' at work.' ;■ 'J 1 

. * * ' . ' -» • . ’ • . . *. ft.. 

- • 'Tm not out on the street conducting 
the investigation,” he said yesterday at his 
Canoga Park home. “I’m only as far away 
. as the phone. On anything of a critical 
nature, I’m as close as the telephone, and 
that’s how they get me when .I’m at. my 
office. -Any decisions that require my- 
input, they will fall me.” ;- \ 4 

.The sheriff said he’is confident his top 

aide, Undersheriff Theodore Von Minden, 
a 36-year veteran of the department, can 
hariaie.'any problei|slhat crop'up.'. - 

Block’s vacation Started Tuesday atid 
- will continue uaiii sometime after Labor, 



i 


Block "said he had spoken, to his aides 
several' -times."'Tuesday; and'-'tyesterday. 
Assistant . Sheriff,. -Robert' Edmonds,. • the 
third-ranked man in'the department, , said 
the sheriff is briefed daily. 

The'depiitie's ruhnihg'" the 'investigation' 
ar.e' Capt'.- Robert "Grimm,' whd .heads the 
homicide bureau, Oliver Taylor, the chief 
of detectives,''and his assistant sheriffs. 
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durW^ic 1 ’ Said ,- lie win remain''athome 
during his vacation, which he planned 

several months ago, in order to visit with 
elderly out-of-town relatives he has not 
'jeen m several years. . . ; 

p 0 ^ ^n'holidays.this vacation marks V’ 
■=A,f„f rst da y s he^has had this year ' 
an elected official, there is 

MfW ;V. , s I- • ’• 

sai£ f an d his top three aides plan 
4 heir vacations so only one of them will be 
.gone at a time. Von Minden. returned from 
•^yacation the day before Block began his. 

*keriff said - that in his absence the- 
-investigation would'continue “without.any 
•.■interruption or impact. Can you imagine 
any organization that relied on any single 
»'.Person to carry out its’ response?” . ?-*■ ■ 

' vas dlia .oimdusly appointed sher- 
■& y u he i 0unty Bbard of Supervisors in 
.1982 when Peter Pitchess resigned after 23 
°o fbe job Block served as Pitchess’ 
:^shenff and top aide for seven years 
•.whUe, the sheriff groomed him.for the job.’ 

, .'He was elected t.n.ills fire* f»tii I’i*.-. * 


: -USSS running !®ih- departmgnh. 

‘Ooating his troops and deciding' how the 
^-budget should . be ..spent, .-rather -'than 
•rworking m .investigation and enforcement: 
vHe was appointed a captain'iri 1968.. 7 . 

; 'kid At , l ? at - you’re a. manager,’’' fig*' 

“He’s the administrator of the deDarf- 
>tor ” A?H ndS h Sai w"“ He ’ S not an investi- 

ator. Asked what decisions he-had-made I 
the Night Stalker invSigS! ' 

ock said thev mainiv 


FBI/ DOJ 
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DkTstolen car match good against^vd? 


owner says uoa Led 
killer to pick vehicle 
with religious items 


By Ruben Castaneda 

Herald st aff writer 

B ill Gregory believes more than 
happenstance brought the Night 
Stalker to his car last Saturday night and 
made him a bit player in the unfolding 
drama of the search for the serial killer. 

Gregory believes the Stalker’s theft of 
his car, which was laden with church 
literature and a Bible, represented a 
meeting-of the polarities of'good and evil. 

“I think he thought it was a randomly 
picked car. But I think it was God that led 
him to it,” said Gregory, a member of the 
non-denoininational Vineyard Christian 
Fellowship of West Hollywood. 

Gregory noted that the Night Stalker 
left at the Site of his first murder a cap 
with the letters “AC/DC” embroidered on 
if. The letters'are the name of'a popular 
heayy^m.qtaL^apd,-.but also, are' known to . 
stand for '“Anti-Christ — Devil's Child.’”: 
:^Gregdry”s|l&76 orange Toyota' Corolla 
station'wagon was stolen Saturday eve¬ 
ning jn/Chinatown. Ironically, it was 
stolen as Gregory ate dinner at a restau¬ 
rant and composed a thank-you letter to 
the couple who gave the vehicle to him at 
the suggestion of Gregory’s pastor. 

The car, which was recovered in Los 
Angeles by police yesterday, was seen 
Saturday night near a Mission Viejo 
home, site of the latest assault by the 
brutal serial killer. 

. Gregory, '56, said he wasn’t unsettled 
by the fact that his car probably was used 
by the killer." / . .~Y 

“The guy’s just demon-possessed',” 
Gregory said. “We see people demons cast' 
out from people all the time (at church 
gatherings).” ; , 

Church members believe in miracles 
and demons, Gregory said. r 

Included in the church literature in ' 
Gregory’s car, which he had acquired just . 
a week before the theft, were fliers from ' 
the church listing the phone number of 
the pastor, Jonathan Smith. The fliers 
also contain a map showing the location 
of Rosewood Elementary School, where 
the West Hollywood congregation meets. 

Smith said yesterday that on Monday 
— the day after the latest attack linked to 
the Night Stalker — and Tuesday he 
recei ved, thre e phone calls in which the 


Religious literature like this was inside car when the Night Stalker stole vehicle for latest attack. 


caller did not speak. 

“Silent calls,” Smith said. “I tried to 
Jft them but there was no answer.” 
||||I|!|le Smith said he could not be sure 
l||||I|ade the calls, he speculated that it 
iilllihave been,, the Night Stalker, 
perhaps seeking someone to talk to. 

. Gregory and Smith have been drawn 
into the limelight surrounding the case. 

.Smith has fielded some calls the past 
couple of days from reporters, but for the 
most part has escaped their attention by 
going on a planned church, retreat in 
Hidden Falls, a forest area north of 
Bakersfield. .. 


Things have been busier for Gregory, 
who spent much of yesterday answering 
the phone at the West Hollywood home 
he is house-sitting, talking to detectives 
and reporters. 

Gregory, who was planning on leaving 
for the retreat today, said he was growing 
hoarse from all the talking he’s been 
doing. 

Of the theft of his car by the Stalker, 
Gregory said, “I’m sure it will be an 
unsettling situation-.to some people in the 
church. “But I’m glad (the literature) was 
in the car. If he needs help, we are 
available to minister to him.” 


Anne Knudsen/Herald photographer 
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: thinking. 

—A vaeran cop r^scribir.g 
■ the search for a sc.-ia! killer 

j By BOB BAKER. 

Times Staff Writer • , 

i It was 1956. New York police.' 
i frustrated in their efforts. a»@8sch a 
i man who was setting eg borate in 
imovie theaters and.Ofber-pub&c 
! places around the city, aafcea jasy- 
! chiatnsi James A. Bcosset to strip 
I the letters and other evidSacs: ihas 
I the so-caiied “Mad Bomber"" had 
j left behind. 


| Brussel’s conclusion: The suspect 
I was a quiet, meticulous, paranoid 
| Eastern European between 40 and 
1 50 who lived with a maiden aunt or 
sister in a Connecticut city, and 
when police caught him, he would 
be wearing a double-breasted suit. 
■Buttoned. ! 

j When police arrested George 

Metesky of Waterbury, Conn., they 
found Brussel’s profile was ex¬ 
traordinarily accurate—right down 
to the suit. 

; It is telling that the episode 
i remains .the finest moment in the 
j much-romanticized art of psycho- 
! logical profiling, a process in which 
(.an unknown suspect's next move is 
'■predicted by the clues he leaves 
\ behind. 

: Today, the FBI maintains a 
j vaunted computerized profiling op¬ 
eration in Quantico, Va. Portrayed 
as “mind hunters” by a wave of 
favorable publicity, the profilers 
handle 300 seferrals £ year from 
local • law enforcement 'agencies 
i who are looking-ior serial killers or 
! rapists—including the case of the 
i Night Stalkfelpjlb has been linked 
i to 14 slayings'rapes, assaults _ 
i and kidnaps#? 58 California. 

The FBI’s psychological profile 
i of th e Night Stalker , based, on 



ORlGrarTD" THE 












views assembled by detectives Berkowitz and Richard Speck, who 
■from various"'poiice agencies, was n murdered eignt 3tudeat'%IffSES ,> ir. 

:returned so the 50-member task;. Chicago in 196S.Neariy 50 murder - 
i force in Los Angeles last week. j| ers have answered a 57-page aues- 

• However, if past cases :are any ; i tionnaire, which examines details 
i indication, the bureau's description ;> such as how the killer approaches 

: contains little that'will lead poiice jj his victim, what he said to the' 
i directly to the Stalker. The.best it ;r victim and how he reacted after he ; 
•‘will probably do is save detectives .; kiiled. 

i valuable time by winnowing out: j Contents of .the Night Stalker! 
. some of the 2,000 tips that have ., profile are closely guarded by in- I 

- ..-—vesiigators, and officials at the FBI • 

; pourea in. . ;.i Academy refused to discuss ffieTr; 

Its not going to tell you that , filing process even in general; 

■ hes a biue-collar worker who goes;; citing the ongoing investi-' 

to diurch three times a week sam. ■ lioR Bui advice given in past. 

I Robbie Robertson, a tormer Michi- , ^ Drovides a giimnse of the j 
' gan State Ponce captain -expen-. conclusior . s the profilers have de- i 
; enced m senai murder cases. .; vp w 0 h. 

“Killers don’t leave that much- "P ' . . , • 

i information at the scene about"' '• Did the killer stab the victim s 
: their -personalities.” said .Jamessex organs? The more vicious that. 
'•Alan Fox, a Northeastern Univer- Ki , n l d oi stabomg, the greater the. 

-- - cads that the killer knew the; 

j -sity criminal justice professor who - i victim. _; 

. co-authored a book earlier this — _.. , ... ——- 

I year mass murderers. ! '* Dld lhe use whatever, 

I “They're not really telling us 1 weapon was ayailaole, such_ as an • 
anything new,” said Bob Keppei. a: *{ on n J' ep!sce t0Gl - Tnat maicates 
i member of the Washington state 1 *?“.?? act was impulsive ano, 

! attorney general’s office who scent : lea ° Qeiecuves to su^ect. 

| four years as chief detective in the! ** u ? e ¥*&f 3 ™ on SooL If • 

! search for serial killer Ted 3undy i’ Klil f own weapon, he 

■ and is now a consultant to a task 11 ofovs there. 

! force seeking .the Green River i i • Does the killing appear to have 
" Kiiier, who has murdered numer- 'been done with sudden fury? This 
ous prostitutes in Seattle. "What! j indicates a youthful killer, possibly 
. they’re telling us are things they!''nervous and determined to quickly 
! think are most prominent in a!:subdue his victim. Similarly, the 
lease." j-more methodical, sadistic killing 

j The basic advantage the FBI’s ieads ^esugators m suspect a 
; profilers have over local investiga- j : P e - son in his 20s or 30s - 
! tors in correlating clues and behav-' *Did the killer carry away an 

i ior is experience. j: artifact, like a bracelet or a c’om- 

i iQ7o rnT ! pact? He may be doing this so that 

■ Since 197S. agents in ihe FBI; . late 1- re-create the exoeri- • 

I Academy’s behavioral science unit; 1 ; enc^y himself 

• have been conducting prison inter- J' , j J , h ' - djd •>.„ 

| mur f d ® rer f. j*? Ch ^ ]eS 'r attack take place with anyone else' 

, Manson, Son of Sam killer David, ;iaround? Th £ ^ indicate that the' 

j suspect has a self-styled macho l 
j personality. j 

• In a slashing, was the victim: 
(killed with a single slash across the' 
i throat? That should lead detectives; 
(to suspect that the suspect has- 
I killed before. j 

*' » i “Jt draws you away from the' 
i suspects that are totally opposite in, 

I character,” Green River investiga -, 
j tor Keppei said. “It. reall y helps in 
i the prioritization of information.' 1 ’ 





eng process, a I9SI FBI study frame" 
Shat of 132 cases in which a profile 
(was prepared, a suspeci was ar-; 
irested 88 limes. Of those 88 cases,! 
ithe profiles led to the identification, 
fofthe suspect 15 times, or 17%. In' 
labour three-quarters 'of the '88 
leases, ihe profile was .thought tc- 
have helped focus the investiga-; 
tion. • • 

- : Boston criminal jusiice professor. 
■ Fox said that-while he believes the ‘ 

FBI has set a mew-standard xfori 
profiling, law enforcement some- 
, times puts loo much emphasis on 

thevalueofprofiies. 

- “Serial -killers tend to be very 
good at what-ihey -do. They’re-the! 
cream of .the crop. . . . They’re! 
very good at covering their' 
tracks,’’-Fox said. ;c When they do ] 
leave information at crime scenes, 
it’s mot very much. What the FBI 

• does iS educated speculation. i 

•For the Fun of It’ 

“We have this image that crimi- 1 
nals are committing these crimes; 
because they have psychological = 
disorders, and that since they havei 
a disorder, -they will leave -an i 
impression at the crime scene. ; But' 
the fact is'that few serial kiiiers are; 
deranged in any medical -or legal \ 
sense. They may lack conscience,; 
- they’re sociopaths, but that’s not a : 

_— -• i mental disease. Serial murderers; 

Experts O ff Base - ■=—-° . j i oftencommititforl'neiunofit” i 

Keppe! said a profile nroduced-in’ -i ~ A respected forensic psycholo- * 
1974 by local authorities and psy-i wh ° f ked that his name not; 

chological experts in the search for; - be - be “ u f be frequently , 

Bundy—a convicted killer suspect-' ’.. consults with law -enforcement 
I ed of murdering as many as 40 girls ' ■ agencies, characterized profilingj as : 
|and women, mostly in the North- -Susses by psychologists rather . 
! west-‘helped ns pick out or -than gue^es by cops It remains-tp 
i choose our 10C best suspects out of ■ be seen who guesses best. • 

! the 3,500 that we had. One of them . ,' Jiot studying hiero- 


| was Bundy.” 

! The art of profiling has -had 
1 failures as well-publicized as Brus- 
I sefs success. In the early 1860s, a' 


..-glyphics and becoming better -at 
-interpreting,”-said Martin Reiser, a 
-clinical psychologist who leads the 
. Los Angeles Police Department’s 


•committee of psychiatrists and- -^efomoral science, services unit, 
.psychologists was -established to categories Disinformation are | 

■catch the Boston Strangler. '' ■ .x-pretty standard. The real problem | 
... . •* -as making sense out oi it j 

The -experts decided he was not ., ;r ^ eattl ° investigator Kepoel said j 
one man but two. They *aid1 boUt ^ while homicide investigators! 
•lived -alone and were J>robablj . t «, phisticated agencies like the! 
schoolteachers and thatone was a 


-.--LAPD may not need the help of an ; 


! homosexual. The man who coft- -; FBI profile, “if you’re a detective in ! 
.fessed to 13 stranglmgs. Albert ..^Siall agency someplace-with just’ 
DeSa vo, was a construction work- Qr ^ 4 mici( f es 3 yes , {- m 

, er with a wife and children and was ^ ust ^ ^ ^ | 

! found to be an avid heteroseimal. . , those folks do » ^. j 

(DeSalvo was never tried forthe — 

slayings, .although tie -was later “Times research librarian Nona j 
co nvicted o f other sex crimes.) ! ■'•“'Fates assisted in pr eparing .this i 

~ ft is rare that a~ profile actually .Article. . j 
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Car Recovered, 
Scoured for 






•By DAVID FREED • ’-•> ^ < 

’ and MARK LANDSBAUM, .. 

- Times.Staff Writers \ .• 

**• • %. v *vy> s «j 1 * /.«"* ^***"> 4i 

A Stolen station wagon .spotted 
near'the scene of the most recent ' 
Night Stalker attack'-was : "found 
abandoned Wednesday morning on • 
k Los. Angeles street Investigators' * 
•using 'Sate-of jthe^krt techniques • 
(Searched theiTcar ; for fingeiprints -j 
and ; 

'■ Los AhgelesToimty lihderaher- ' 
iff Theodore H. Von Minden'called ‘ 
the recovery of the orange 1976 

Psychologicalprofile drawn up 
on Night Stalker. Part II, Page 1. 

_ ..>1 v • 


Toyota a “significant break” in 
.hunt for the curly-haired' kilW 
I believed responsible for 14 slaying, 
and 21 assaults since February. 

But Von Minden and other au¬ 
thorities would not say whether 
any evidence was initially recov¬ 
ered from the car, which was 
spotted at 7 a.m. by an unidentified 
person who called police.. Authori¬ 
ties also would not reveal where 
the car was recovered, except to 
say that it was found in the Los 
Angeles Police Department’s Ram¬ 
part Division, which includes Silver 
Lake, about half of Koreatown, the 
Wiishire business district and the 
Pico-Union area. . .. 

The car was later taken on a 
flatbed truck to an Orange County 
Sheriff’s Department garage. in 
Santa Ana' where investigators 
•began their .painstaking, probe for 
clues. ; 

“We wifi be looking for hairs, 
fibers and anything of microscopic 
.nature... /’said Frank" Fitzpat-' 
.rick, the sheriffs chief criminalist. 
“We’ll try to identify everybody 
who's been in the car.”?/. . - 

In other developments in the 
case Wednesday: • 

• The Los'Angeles City Council, 
and Gov. George Deukmejian each 
authorized regards for tips leading 
to'the arrest and conviction of the 
Stalker, bringing to $70,000 the 
r Please' see STALKER, Page‘27 
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STALKER: Stolen Car 

Continued from Page 1 Detectives have reported receiv- 

amoun.t of money "being offered in ing more than 2,000 tips from 
the case. ' . citizens on the Sheriff’s Depart- 

Saying the killer presents “a ment telephone line (213-974- 
serious danger to the community,”’' 4341) and the Police Department’s 
the City Council unanimously au- "• line (213-485-7024). •'••/ - ■ 

thorized a $25,000 reward for infor- “It’s been a voluminous number 

mation leading to his apprehension. of calls,” saidOfficer Sergio Diaz, a 

“In the long run -it saves the police spokesman. "No matter how' 
public an enormous amount of' many lines we’ve got, I think you’d 
money,” said Councilman Howard have the same problem. All we can 
Finn, who sragp&d the reward, ask is that people keep trying to 

• He characterful jhe sum as a help.” 

“drop in the te&st” contrasted Authorities believe that the 
with the costs at an extended Stalker last struck early Sunday in 
investigation. - • : the Orange County community of. 

Deukmejian offered a $10,000 ji: Mission .Viejo, where 29-year-old.', 
reward from the' state’s general fWpam’Girns was shot three times. 
fund, saying he hopes that it "will m the head by an. intruder in his ■ 

help bring an end to the trail of home. Cams’ girlfriend, also 29, 
violence, misery and heartbreak . £ was raped. - 

that the Night Stalker has left in A. -A witness in the neighborhood 
. California;” -' . ' .. if where that attack took place re-^ 

Earlier, the Los Angeles County .-.’^ported '.seeing an' - orange 'Toyota '; 
Board of Supervisors authorized a - station wagon, but was able, to 
$10,000 reward that was later sup- . .remember only a partial license 
plemented by two anonymous citi- '. plate number of 482 T. The orange 
zen donations, one'for $10,000-ahd ‘ Toyota recovered Wednesday 

• another for $10. The city of-San bears the licensb plate 482 RTS.' It 
Francisco, where a man was killed '• had been stolen- Saturday night in 
•and his wife wounded, offered a -Los Angeles’Chinatown. 

$10,000 reward. And Arcadia, scene- The car’s. owner, Bill Gregory, 

of two murders linked to the Stalk- 56,. said he was eating dinner in 

I er,' offered its own $5,000 reward. Chinatown when the car was tak- 

• Officials in some suburban " en. Gregory, a carpenter who lives' 
communities, including Temple in West Hollywood,.said, the back 
City and South Pasadena, reported -of ..the wagon contained several 
recent reductions in residential, pieces of literature from his church, 
burglaries partly due, they believe, Vineyard Christian Fellowship, in- 
• to heightened citizen awareness eluding the name and telephone 
because of the Stalker. ' - number oLhis minister, Jonathan 

.- In’ Arcadia, where the Stalker Smith; 

has struck at least twice, burglaries. Smith said Tuesday that since 

' have dropped from 70 in July to 23 ' the car was stolen, he has received 
•. so far this month. - .. a series of at least four mysterious 

'“It’s possibly due to the Night . calls from someone “who just stops 
Stalker,” said Arcadia Police De- ' and listens and doesn’t hang up."” " 
tective Ed Winter. “Residents are .1 “I get a lot of weird-calls. .....” 
securing- their homes better and Smith said. “I’m not saying'it’shim 
- buying guns, and maybe a few of ' .(the Stalker), but it could be.” 

• the burglars are afraid of getting Los Angeles County- Sheriff’s 
- into ahome and being shot.” '■ Department homicide ^detectives,- 

✓ However, Sheriff’s Sgt. John who are coordinating a mul- 
Samuel said no particular drop in ' ti-agency task force searching for 
■crime had. been noticed by ..the Die Stalker, discounted the signifi- 
substation in nearby Altadena;- *-; • cahce. of the calls Smith has re- 

• • --I suppose'with all the police on •- ceived. However, Sheriffs Lt. Gary 
the street, the .average burglar v'Yance said investigators are “in- 
would be pretty ‘dumb to do'any- : ’ ferested in whether the (church) 
thing,” he said. On the other hand, ' literature is missing from the car.”- - - 
he estimated that 70% to 80% df- „ ' “We have high hopes of finding 
residential burglaries are per-- . ggud evidence in the car,”.said 
formed daring .the day, and most of Orange County Sheriffs Lt. Rich- 
the special deployment of officers ardOlson. _ - - ' 

• looking for the Stalker has been at. . Orange -.County authorities 
-night : Wednesday night began using two 

• , • Authorities encouraged. - citi- -of the latest'scientific methods to' 

zens to continue c allin g police and retrieve evidence from the car. 
Sheriff’s Department hot lines'to Those procedures were expected to 
•' report possible Stalker sightings - conclude this moming.-.v-n , > ■■ 

ai?d related information, even • The first involves the use of 
thbag h '-ca ae rs- are often met by - Superglue fumes, which react to 
seemingly endless busy signals. ‘ ^moisture in fingerprints,".turning 




„ 4 -..... h- -ft •• . •• . KARI RENE HALL /'L<ri Angeles Times 

Investigators at Orange County Sheriffs Department garage inspect abandoned station wagon. 


! the prints white. . y ?• 

A laser is used in the second 
method, which has been employed 
with some success in enhancing 
latent fingerprints that may have 
. • been partially wiped clean by crim¬ 
inals. The Orange County Sheriffs 
- Department is said to be the only 
law enforcement- agency on the 
West Coast to have such a laser, 
detectives have declined to say . 
' whether the. Stalker uses gloves in 
his attacks, in' which he enters 
darkened homes through open 
windows or doors to.shoot, stab or 
•rbludgeon .his' sleeping victims. 
However,’it is'.inown that in at"' 
least one recent-assault, he masked 
\the lower' part-pf his face with a 

■ ■■ piece of clothing apparently to hide 
■his most distinguishable' feature:. 
;his gapped, badly stained teeth. V 

- He may also have worn a cap in 
some attacks. The Police Depart¬ 
ment this week issued a new 
-composite drawing showing the 
.•'••man believed’ to be the Stalker 
-^wearing a black baseball cap. 

V" The killer may have left a similar 
. ;Cap behind in the Rosemead condo- . 
' minium where he is believed to 

■ • have killed his first victim, Dayle ~ 

Okazaki, 34, on March 17. The cap 
'left behind bore the logo of the . 
heavy metal rock group AC/DC. 

Meanwhile,. The Times has 
• learned that authorities have been 
•^questioning laborers at construe- ~ 
tion sites near .three of the Stalk-' - 
er-linked murder scenes.ih Arca¬ 
dia, Whittier and Glendal e. '' , 

Construction’workers said de-... 


v tectives apparently are interview-' 
: ing employees on lists provided by 
’contractors and subcontractors to 
see whether any of them resemble 
the Stalker or whether workers 
might have seen anyone lurking in 
the area who might resemble the 
killer. 


home of Patty Elaine. Higgins, who 
was killed June 27, sits between 
two large construction sites. De¬ 
velopers at. those sites said they 
-had been questioned and their 
•employee files examined. Supervi¬ 
sors at the two work sites.both said 
V they have not seen anyone suspi- 


' One construction site is locatedA -i/cious among the many ..workers 
block from the Whittier home of ';?-who have worked, there m recent. 
Vincent andMaxine Zazzara,'who'^^nonths. . • 

.. were shot to death m March. yj?. v /“If that’s the tie, then it’s going 

. Workers - at that site said they to be a heck of a job,’’ one-siipervi-. 

• were shown two composite draw- f *vv>SQr said. “You know how many 

• ings and a' photograph. The first ^different subcontractors and work- 
i drawing was a composite showing a 'I'iqrs one of these jobs goes 
■man with curly hair, and bad. •.'•through—from preparing the site 
/teeth—the same sketch obtained '.to building the apartments to put- 

from police and widely publicized. f„_ting on the roofing?” 

The second drawing showed a man ,'1° Glendale, workers at the con- 
iwith blond or brown hair, and the'V-istruction site next door to where 
' third, a photograph of a man with ^ 'Max and Lela Kneiding were mur- 


long hair parted in the middle. The 
photograph, the workers said, 
looked like a police mug shot with 
the booking number covered. All 
three bore a resemblance to one 


dered July 20, also are being ques- 
• tioned by detectives. “We had one 
: guy who faintly resembled, (the 
•/Stalker),” a site superintendent 
■ said. “But he checked out OK with 


.another, the workers said. .the police.’^-...' 

•..A Los Angeles. .County Sheriffs added: “ I hope they catch 

Department spokesman. Deputy > t ^ at So m e people are really 
•John Broussard, said he knew of no ' "***• I .-won t.sleep . t«th my 
•i>ther composites or police booking - ^dows closed so. my-wife sleeps 
photos being circulated. He also ’ “ a ^erent bedroom with the 
added that detectives “may be” door locked and a gun at hqr side, 
exploring construction sites” .but ° ne mornrng when I .went m to 
that if they are, it is an “investiga-" ■ 1 ; gun , 1 M iy fa “' 

ition. tool” on which he'.cbuld not .* ' ‘ 


cmninenL •>!/; • ’ _‘\ ’//:■ .Times staff, writers Cathleen 

.'Glendale, police, who workers ./Decker, Carol McGraw, Michael 
said also visited the three'sites, . Seiler and Nancy Wnde' contrib- 
,would not comment. The Arcadia. “ .uted to this - 
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By DAVID FREED and MARK LANDSBAUM, Times Staff Writers 


Police officials issued a new composite sketch 
of the so-called Night Stalker on Tuesday that 
shows him wearing a black baseball cap, which 
detectives believe he has frequently worn while 
committing 14 murders and 21 assaults since 
February. . . 

Los Angeles Police Department spokesman 
Vpndr. William Booth declined to say why the 
. cap was included in the updated drawing, except 
♦/to note that “at times, he’s been seen wearing a 
baseball cap. It’s not something he just started 
wearing.” , • _ 

Sheriff’s Lt. Dick Walls said the killer may 
have left a similar cap behind in the Rosemead 
condominium where he is believed to have killed 
his first victim, Dayle Okazaki, 34, on March 17. 


Authorities said a navy blue cap found at the 
murder scene had a silver patch embroidered in 
red. The patch depicted a lightning bolt and the 
letters "AC-DC,” the name of a popular heavy 
metal rock band. 

Other features of the first drawing—the curly ; . 
brown hair and gapped, badly stained teeth- -' 
were not changed in the composite issued 
Tuesday, nor was the physical description,/ 
provided' by witnesses and survivors. He is‘ 
described as being of slim build, about 6 feet tall 
and 25 to 30 years old. 

Police asked, that the public clip and save 
published versions of the composite drawings. 
Booth suggested that people carry the clippings 
in cars so they could piore readily recognize 


individuals resembling the killer. 

“If they see somebody who looks like him, 
we’ll come in a hurry,” Booth said. 

Meanwhile, authorities continued their search 
for a car seen by a witness in the Mission Viejo 
neighborhood where the Stalker is suspected of 
^hooting a 29-year-old .man and raping his 
girlfriend early Sunday. The car is believed to 
rave been stolen Saturday night in Los Angeles’ 
Dhin^town, while its owner dined in a restau¬ 
rant.'' ' . i'. „• • : 

Authorities- described the stolen car as an 
orange 1976 Toyota with thelicense plate 482 
RTS. The witness reported seeing a car of the 
same make and color, but was able to remember. 

Please see STALKER, Page 2 



A police sketch of the killer. 
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STALKER: Cap Added to Sketch 


Continued from Page 1 

only a partial license plate number 

of482 T. 

Police have asked the public’s 
help in locating thSKUio. 

So far, the Los Angeles County' 
Sheriff’s Department, which is co¬ 
ordinating a multi-agency hunt for 
the serial slayer, has received more 
than 2,000 tips in the case, includ¬ 
ing dozens of reported sightings of 
people resembling the suspect. 

The most recent sighting came 
Tuesday afternoon in the San Ga¬ 
briel Valley community of San 
Dimas, where sheriff's deputies 
searched a neighborhood after re¬ 
ceiving reports of a man resem¬ 
bling the Stalker in a “mom and 
pop” grocery store. 

The deputies, aided by a helicop¬ 
ter and tracking dogs, scoured the 
area around Gladstone Street and 
Amelia Avenue for nearly an hour 
before calling off the search, said 
Dep uty Richa rd Shaw. 


“Two citizens saw a man who 
they thought resembled the ‘Valley 
Intruder,’ but we didn’t find him,” 
Shaw said. -• . . 

Sheriff Sherman Block suggest¬ 
ed early in the investigation that 
“Valley Intruder” would be an 
appropriate nickname because of 
the killer’s intrusive behavior in 
sneaking into darkened homes, and 
■ because the crimes occurred in the 
San Fernando and San Gabriel 
valleys. 

• However, the most recent slay¬ 
ings have occurred as far away, as 
Mission Viejo in Orange County and, 
in San Francisco. 

More and more, the public, the ( 
news media and law enforcement 
officials—particularly those in the 
Police Department—have come to 
call the killer the “Night Stalker.” 

“You can’t call him the'Valley 
Intruder because he’s not always 
hitting in the valley," said Lt. Dan 
Cooke, a Police Department 
spokesman. --* 
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; 'Py^DAVip FREED anti MARK LANDSB^ 

^Police officials issued a new composite sketch 
of the so-called Night Stalkeron Tuesday that 
shows him wearing a black'baseball cap.’which 
detectives believe he has frequently worn while 
Committing 14 murders and 21 assaults since 
February.” 

'.•Los‘Angeles Police Department spokesman 
Cmdr.^William Booth declined to say why. the 
cap was 1 included inthei^dateddrawing, except 
to note that “at times' he’s been seep wearing a 
baseball cap. It’s not something he Just started 
.wearing.’’.- d -. >■; v . : - . 

Sheriff’s Lt Dick Walls Said the*killer may 
have left a’similar cap behind in the Rosemead 
condominium where he is believed to have killed 
his first victim, Dayle Okazaki, 34, on March 17. 
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Authorities said a navy blue cap found at the 
murder scene had a silver patch embroidered in 
red.'The patch depicted a lightning bolt and the 
letters “AC-DC,” the- name of a popular heaver 
metal rock band. ‘ >•. ■ ■' 

. Other features of the first drawing—the curly 
brown hair and. gapped,' badly stained teeth— li 
were'not changed in the composite issued 
'Tuesday, nor was,'the' .physical description 
provided by witnesses and survivors. .He is 
described as being of glim build, about 6 feet tall 
arid 25 to 30years old. |j|v‘ ‘ is. 1. 

• Police asked that , the public clip arid save 
i published versions of the- composite .drawings. 

' Booth suggested that people carry the clippings 
I in cars . so ;they jcould more readily recognize 


I individuals x 
“If 

! we’ll corf;' 

' Mean§£, 

I for a 


thewis^^^risfSody who looks like him, 
said, jk-.:-/■ 

■ continued their search 

P ‘ ' |fejiness in^the Mission Viejo 
I'fie Staler is suspected of 
r^Sid maryand raping “his 
girlfriend early Sunday. The bar is believed to 
have been stolen Saturday ni^Mm Los Angeles’ . 
Chinatown, while its owner ‘dined in a restau-, 
rant. :i V'- ‘ k rr ~*« 

Authorities described the,stolen car. as an 
orange' 1976 Toyota' with-the pcense plate 482 
RTS. 'The'wi tness reported seeing a'car of the 
same’make arid color; but was able ty temenroer | 
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only a partial licen: 
of 482T.’.<'T , q 

'.Police have ask 
help in locating the auto.' 

’ So. far, the Los Angeles County 
Sheriffs Department, which is co¬ 
ordinating a multi-agency hunt for 
the'semi slayer, has received more 
than 2,000 tips in the case, includ¬ 
ing dozens of reported sightings of 
people resembling the suspect - 
.The most recent sighting came 
Tuesday afternoon in the San Gd- . 
briel Valley community of San 
Dimas, where . sheriffs deputies 
searched a neighborhood after re- ■ 
ceiving reports of a man resem¬ 
bling the Stalker in a “mom and 
pop” grocery store.' 

'• The deputies, aided by a helicop¬ 
ter and-tracking dogs’, scoured the 
area around Gladstone Street and 
Amelia Avenue for nearly an hour 
.before calling off the. search, said 
Depa^Rffifiard Shaw. •' ' , 


. . • 

lzens saw amanjwho 

it resembledTHe^Valley 
ut we didn’t find him,” 

Ihernian Block suggest¬ 
ed early in the investigation that 
"Valley Intruder” would be an 
appropriate nickname'because of 
the killer’s intrusive behavior in 
sneaking into darkened homes, and 

• because the crimes occurred in the 
"Sari 'Fernando and San Gabriel 
valleys. ’. v "■ 

However, the most recent slay- 
. ings have occurred as far away as 

• Mission Viejo in Orange County and 
■ in San Francisco. 

' .- More, and more, the public, the 
news media and law enforcement 
officials—particularly those in the 
.Police Department—have come to 
. call the killer the “Night Stalker.” 

“You can’t'call him the Valley 
Intruder because he’s not always 
_ hitting in the valley," said Lt. Dan 
Cooke, a 'Police Department 
. • spokesman. ' 
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1 ! ike a' blurry "photograph 
j coming slowly .into focus,-a 
, shadowy portrait''of the 
I Night". Stalker ‘ is''pmerging 
from the jumble of details painstak¬ 
ingly accumulated by detective oh 
his trail, , ':• •••’ .• S. i? 

According to police agencies,-the" 
serial killer dresses jn dark cloth-- 
ing, sometimes;.including a plain' 
dark.baseball cap. He may also .weai; 
a black, • shiny.'.waishlength' jacket, 
black parits_ and (< a white shirt.‘.j&, -. 
•/ .vHe may ‘h’ave''.beeh'.a' construc¬ 
tion worker, arid, may haye^ once 
..worn a very thin' riiustache./^, 

I - Already, - the killer’s'haunted, 
bug-eyed gaze )n a police composite 
drawing may be'the‘best-known 
face in Southern California..He is 
depicted as a - thin, sallow-looking' 
man,-with gapped.-badly decayed' 
tee 
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But yest erday, the'Los Angeles 
Police Department released an up- 
idatedcqmp'osite 'drawing showing 
the ..suspect wearing ’a-’ plain, dark 
baseball capV r It' also ‘shows somef 
what jless curly --hair, '.extending 
below the ears,"and possibly parted 
bn'either'.ride, rather than in the 

middle:;^ - •"> &;. *5 •; 

‘ .Chillingly,:- he ;niay ' also have 1 
worn a baseball cap decorated with 
the symbol of a heavy-metal I'ock 
group, AC/DCi which -'has : been 
associated with.[satanic'cults. * | 
: '•■The details came from a variety 
of-Vpolice ^sources,;including the 
reissue, of "a bulletin first issued 
after'the'killing of Dayle Okazaki,, 
the woman believed to be the Night 
Stalkdr’s/first victim. Okazaki’s 
roommate, who survived the attack, 
provided details about the suspect’s 
clothing and appearance, including 
the thin mustache. v * *•/ V.\ 
'■ The information about the-AC/ 
DC cap came.from that bulletin,'' 
I originally issued March 29. Sheriff’s 

Deputy Sam Jones said such a cap 
was found in .Okazaki’s Rosemead 
condominium after the March 17 

attack. : • 

' ** • •• • 

Jones said the cap had a silver 
.patch on it, embroidered in red, 
which depicted a lightning bolt and 
the letters ^AC.DC.’’;.He noted the 
|letters : ”jwere ,the’‘ jriame of, 'the 
populap musical, band, but also had 
a,..secondary meaning for occult 
groups who engage in devil wor¬ 
ship. ■ y\ - J V- g:i 

••-•The letters also stand for ‘Anti- 
Christ — Devil’s Child,’,’;said Jones. 

| But he added;. “As. far as'.we/know, 

| there is no connection between the 
! patch on this'capand any signature 
this killer may ’leave behind, at the 
scene of his crimes,” ;said Jones. 
•v;Pplice; ihaye^been-.-tight-lipped- 
about fwhatever’.'iit ;^s *that .the 


•’f^BqJh tlie Orange ^quhtyandlioV 
Angeles'/-Cdun^ssihenffS depart^ 
merits ha Ve ~ issued ’ a" bulletin de¬ 
scribing a w 1976.. orange. Toyota; 
station wagon with the license plate 
number 482 RTS. ^ 

The car, which was stolen in Los 
Angeles’;Chinatown last Saturday, 
was spotted Sunday at the scene of' 
the latest assault, an' attack on a 
young couple in Mission Viejo, said 
Joe ,Garza, a Los Angeles. County 
sh&l ffy ttfeputv. • £SS!y5!S'T.' 


;. .Investigators were still looking 
; for the car yesterday. 

. The vehicle is one of several 
believed to have been stolen by the 
serial killer, said LAPD Cmdr. 
William Booth. . ’ 

The 1976 To 
station wagon ■ 

Angeles .residei 

saidhe. parked • 

; and came, back^PlliillllPrater. 
Upon his return, the car was gone. 
Gregory-said a spare set of keys! 

: were in a briefcase he left in the 
riar. . • • ... • 

In another, development, LAPD 
detectives were looking for a link 
betwen the Night Stalker and sev¬ 
eral attacks on children; including! 
the March 20 rape of an’g-year-oldl 
| Gl?ssell Park girl abducted fromj 

her bed while her parents slept. I 
. . . However, Dave Tellez, a Los 
'Angeles sheriff’s deputy, said sher¬ 
iff’s investigators are not including 
any child molestations as part of 
the. Night Stalker investigation.! 

., The Los Angeles County .Sher-1 
iff’s Department, which is heading ! 
a 50-man. interagency task force on 
the slayer, says it is investigating^! 
total of 34 -cases, including 13 
directly linked to the suspect.;Of 
: those 13, 12 are murdep. cases in 
' which 14 people were 'killed and 
; five were assaulted. The other 
incident directly ■ linked -to the 
Night Stalker was in Mission Viejo, 
where a man - was shot and i 
wounded and his. fiancee raped. I 
‘ ' The sheriff’s department is ’not! 
releasing details of the other 21 
cases','■’except to say that they: 
j include cases of rape and assault. ] 
'"In Orange County; authorities] 
yesterday said they were stepping 
up car. and helicopter patrols in the j 
wake of. the latest assault. "V"''". 

Orange County Sheriff-Brad 
Gates announced at a news confer¬ 
ence that deputies are increasing 
.their patrols .in unincorporated! 
areas of Orange County and have 
begun popping "people “in situa-j 
tions in whfclnhjy officers feel are! 
appropriate;” - '':? '•*■? /:■ 

• •'•The Jatest attack attributed to 


the Night "Stalker, 1 w^Q_has-beeh 
linked to 14 murders,-occurred in 
Orange County early, Sunday morn¬ 
ing. - ..'••;• .y•••£’;:■.,•» '• 

’“ William Cams, 29, was in critical 
condition at -Mission Community! 
Hospital after/having .been shot 
three times-in the head. His fiancee ' 
was raped, but managed to call , 
poiice, 'j ; 

Gates urged Orange County resi¬ 
dents to , lock, their,, doors and 
windows, to leave lights on at night ' 
both inside" arid outside their 
homes, and to call law enforcment 
authorities if they see any suspi¬ 
cious activities in, their neighbor¬ 
hoods. ... ; i • ..... . 

••The Night Stalker has typically 
gained entry to the home of bis 
victims . through unlocked doors 
and windows.' ' *" ” 

• i .i,-l - •;... , 

. Two of the assaults attributed to 
J the serial killer have .occurred in 
the LAPD’s jurisdiction, in North- 
ridge and Sun Valley. The LAPD 
has several detectives, working on 
those cases, while cooperating with 
a larger, multi-agency task force, 
said LAfD Lt"Dan Cooke..v. p J-- 

Herald staff writers Chris Wood- 
yard, .Milt McGriff a nd Mark S.j 
■Warnick contributed to this repoh. I 










( 





Latet composite of Stalker, left, adds baseball cap and additional details to original 
version. Below is sketch of Toyota Corolla model station wagon killer may be driving. 
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By Jeff Gottlieb - 

Herald staff writer •.*-•■ 

•• % |.*.V*T -.«*:**> .’.j**’* 1 1 

Dental records show that .the 
man-investigators think is the Night 
Stalker may have.dental problems 
similar to, those, of a drug addict, 
one of the nation’s top forensic 
dentists said yesterday.. c- 
Dr. Lowell Levine of New York 
based his opinion on a Los Angeles 
County'Sheriffs Department “spe-| 
rial bulletin,” distributed to 5,000j 
dentists, which describes a man 
who is .missing 12 of his 32 teeth, 
includihg many of his molars.'/; 

. A dopy'; of . .the bulletin 
obtained by the Herald, ‘'./'yj”; :• 
"•if you' want to speculate, -we 
tend to see! that type of thing in 
addicts and former addicts,” Levine 
said. “So many missing teeth and 
cavities." 

> ---A sheriff’s department spokes- 
inan refused comment., ; 

I V?Leyihe/i^jspecia]ist in dental 
identification, was part of the team 
that.flew .to iprazil earlier this yeir 
to identify^-fhe’;Remains' of Nazi 
doctor .^Josef -iMengele. He'was 
reached by teleptidhe 'in'Philadel- 


ideaths' of ’severaLmembers ;oLthe; 

• have many missing teeth, md. cayi* 
Ifies^fiecause. ^narcotics $inask .She 
paifftofdieetb^imtKtlddi^ 

testis® 

rthSdenthl re'cdrdsdrom a Southern 


!Calif6rnia^defitiit';-whO;Te.cently 
treayM^a^manTmatching^the de- 

■'Xni.ffStZZ&WriP -i5»K/JViLf;.S»,iv«, 
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rqaii deputies; are seeta: 
(fefWrt performed 
his' two ;top front .tees 
repair work is discolog; 

have been^restpred.^ 


On his ?ipper|p®i^gsS§« 
missing all but 

teeth. On ae^bpttp^^^^ 




victim, and unspeci 
ound in the homes of 
dif stabbed to death, 
winters darkened 
iE^uniiTckea dooi 
immediately ibo’ 

• to' *V V'H- 

residents 


1 I\Dr/Hairy Helfm'an, aj^o<Ang* 
tes dehti^^bo^treatejgny lg 


cayed ana ui-Tep^^p^ 
be readily.upparent^^va^ 
“When he talks or sindes, he s 
probably not going 
teeth,” said Helfman^The dengt 

said the absence of many Qf the 

suspect’s molax?<wpuld.,make jt 
difficult for him to chew. . 

The sheriff’s bulletin .warned 
dentists that the suspectmay-ash 
that his top front teeth —.those that 
HicPVSTnred bvthe bad repair rr-. 


is in pain from^ws-aenuu 
. ^Sheriff’s spokesmen said the 
man used a false name for the 
dental visit, which they refused Jo 
disclose. Tbey%ye also refusg jo 
confirm detm about the ^ntol 


• Descriptions.„of 
>ap^ra, ^^colored teefh;have f 1^ 
^• in arrmints DY 


himving victim 

fent wiu. 


pbbut 6 .feet tall, of thin^^mo' 
having brown,'curly orwavjThair 
• The killer began his spree.March 

1 . __ A hnn iunmpn 


m wonterey otaio. 

Thirteen of 1 ^ victim^ were toUed 
in-Los AngeI&.Go.toty j a 
7i n i„ -.,ct -tfppkend'UvraO 


slain ^ ast ‘W 
Francisco. 
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V44$.*: s/tf: '■ SHfe® ft '■■■ ?®'‘s 

: = this' apparently random .^t- -..vinced that a .senal.'kmer..£lways 
tadks, '-'the' - Vafley' ^Intruder ’has' ’ looks for. one' special quajhty m ffis 
departed, from the way serial kill-, ./.victims—no matter ; .how;#andqm / 
■•ers.usually.-operate, according to.'; =Ws - crimesmayappe^f:J^..L-'^. '•, 
everts ^ho'^e,sta^J^^^|^OTt^rihg that tendency‘.Sis'a 


'committed a ^variety .01 otner ; gist- and former New York Police.! 
crimes—make the complex mtirder ; ; please see KILLER^ Page 19 

mvestigatiori'even more, bedevil- .. '-"y ' 

' “It doesh’t 'meetf : any' v proM'a 7 
we’ve ever seen on a serial mur-1 
derer,”.said one officer involved ir} . 
the investigation of the 14 murders ., 
arid 21 rapes, assaults and kidnap- 
irigs'in Los'Angeles mid Orange . 
coun§pSF;Sfiid San Francisco that 
have <4:i:4?jaked.to the killer. .. . '. 

a rapist .arid a mur r ' 

’’ jderef tvho at one point was abduct- ^ 

-. I mg small children arid setting them ,J‘ 

’ free)” the investigator said;;" 1 ‘ 

% Serial killers-^like ’-.Hillside ' 

Strariglers 'Kenneth ; Bianchi and / 

'Angelo Buono, r “Spn of Sam*’ killer 
^pavidBerkoTOtz aridChica^OTIRr.' 

,'derer 'John Wayne'Gariy 
•meUiothcaliy'tchqose ,yicti^^^ }; 

.‘symbolic features. *■ 

Avenging ‘Crimes’ •tv.y-^-^ 

,‘:”y3hey 'do .tiris' -psycl^atiTsts say, , 

‘out’ ’’of.a 1 '.desire‘' tcT avenge the ■ 

’“criiries” .they believe ;were com- 
Emitted against them during urihap-" 

.py childhoods’-rin effect reversing ; 

•rolesto purge themselves.' ’ ■ 

SF°?;ithatgreasoh, ;a'.number;of ; 
fre’searchers'"said in interviews^ the , 

■div.eraty'iif .this’killer's victims'is ;] 
perplexirig. ’•Ihey^haVe'j.included 
” -men. and women of yaried .ethnic s 
origins and have ranged from’chil- 
,dren"and teeri-rigers to'young, 
middle-aged and elderly adults. ’ ;. '• 

‘Aithqugh.’"ihvestigaior's’ are; riot‘d 
■’yet sure whether the killer, 'first , 

.'‘deteriniri.es. yirho lives in'the. houses - : 

" he enters,^researchers are 'con-™ 

. ‘.:'z:<£$h ’’ V\.V* .'-iSvQp*' ’• 
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Continued from Page 1 
Department director of psychologi¬ 
cal services. His cases included that 
of Berkowitz, who murdered six 
women and wounded seven other 
people in New York in 1976 and 
1977. 

’ For example, said Richard Rap- 
paport, a Northwestern University 
psychiatrist, Theodore Bundy, who 
jtas been implicated in the murders 
of 40 young women in the United 
Slates, preferred "college-age girls 
With black hair parted down the 
middle;’’ convicted Atlanta mur¬ 
derer Wayne Williams was accused 
of targeting black children, and 
Gacy, convicted of 33 mutilation 
murders, preferred boys and young 
men. 

However, "to know what makes 
it unrandom in hindsight is very 
easy," cautioned Dr. Martin Orne, a 
University of Pennsylvania psy¬ 
chiatrist who helped police debunk 
Bianchi’s "multiple personality" 
defense before the Hillside Stran¬ 
gler trial. "While it’s going on, it’s 
often very difficult to tie 
Orne said. 

"One of the big prob'. 
it can be hidden," s 
Robertson, a former Mi' 
police captain who inve 
still-unsolved killings« 
dren in the Detroit a 
years ago. The killer i! 
may be drawn by soi! 
insignificant as the bei 
dow that was left open 

I 

• Moss Murderers 

This case is one of 
active serial killer inve 
the United States, Jus 
ment officials said. 

; Justice Department officials be¬ 
lieve that the phenomenon is re-i 
fleeted by the fact that although 
the number of murders in the 
country dropped by 3.2% last year, 
the share of murders for which no 
motive could be determined .in¬ 
creased. The percentage of mur¬ 
ders with unknown motives rose to 
22.1% in 1984 from 20.9% in 1983, 
Justice Departm ent offici al Robert 
Heck said. 


Intruder’s Victim Remains Critical 

. William Cams, 29, the latest victim linked to the so-called 
Valley Intruder or Night Stalker, remained in critical condition 
Monday at Mission Community Hospital. 

Cams was shot in the head early Sunday morning as he slept, 
and his girlfriend was raped in their Mission Viejo home. Both 
the Orange County and Los Angeles County sheriff's departments 
have linked the attacks to the serial killer. 


I M EW ; 


As serial killings have recei^Ti 
increased attention during the fe® 
several years, more social scientists 
have begun to study how the 
killers differ from mass murderers, 
who typically ■ kill a number of 
people in one attack. 

The answers they.have found are 
chilling. 

Unlike mass killers, who vent 
their anger psychotically, serial 
killers suffer from a dangerous 
form of personality disorder; they 
do not go through the sort of 
W breakdown 
ss murder- 

perfected 
a Bellevue, 
calls "the 
bility to fit 
ping detec- 
next move. • 
ut together 
on of serial 
rt on the 65 
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ion during 
ressing his 
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Satisfying Sexual Drives 

. “These are personalities with a 
particular mix," said Liebert. “You 
have antisocial feelings—the ina¬ 
bility to perceive another human 
being—plus feelings of grandiosity 
and sexual sadism. In a different 
mix, those components can lead to 
very narcissistic individuals who 


■ be very creative, although they 
not get along well in certain 
areas of life.” 

The wrong mix produces, typi¬ 
cally, a white male in his 20s or 30s 
who on the surface can be intelli¬ 
gent and charming but who is 
capable of satisfying his sexual 
drives only by murdering, ■ re¬ 
searchers say. • , 


in t|l|||||jt?§e sees his&r'-if' ivjot 
. as pfeople out as “pA^Ti^liis 
pleasure,” according to Park Elliott 
Dietz, an associate professor of law 
and psychiatry at the University of 
Virginia. 

Although the killer’s main im¬ 
pulse is to wipe out the image of the 
parent or other person who wound¬ 
ed him in childhood, most psychia¬ 
trists believe that he is at the same 
time murdering for sexual satisfac¬ 
tion. 

“A serial killing is like a sex 
crime. There’s a build-up of ten¬ 
sion, and killing is like a release for . 
him," Schlossberg said. 

"There are people whose sexual 
needs are to kill—though it may 
not necessarily focus on women,” 
said Orne. 

Knives, strangulation and other 
forms of torture are frequently 
used because of the killer's desire 
to achieve intimacy with his vie-. 
tims—to hear their screams or 
watch their eyes, Rappaport said. 

The Valley Intruder, however, 
has shot his victims to death as 
often as he has stabbed or blud- 
geoned them. There has been a 


crude pattern to his work: The first 
three-crimes police have linked to 
the killer were abductions and 
sexual assaults of children in Feb¬ 
ruary and March in which the 
victims were set free. A high 
number of his subsequent crimes 
involved beatings and throat- 
slashings. The more recent crimes 
have involved shooting a man and 
raping his wife. 

"The theory is that the crimes 
committed by this guy escalated at 
some point,” said Montebello De¬ 
tective Randy Thomas. 

Some researchers say the serial 
killer’s deep-seated vulnerability 
and need to prove that he is not 
weak may make him interested in 
publicity about his case and may 
lead him to provoke police. Others 
believe that he receives progres¬ 
sively lesser amounts of satisfac¬ 
tion from each killing, possibly 
encouraging him to strike more 
frequently. 

Detectives in this case have 
refused to describe the threads 
they believe tie the murders and 
assaults together. Interviews with 
sources-familiar with the case indi¬ 
cate, however, that investigators 
have found at least one of three , 
clues in each of the related inci¬ 
dents: similarity in firearms, mes¬ 
sages scrawled on walls and a 
"distinctive" piece of evidence the 
killer leaves behind in the homes of 
his victims. 

‘An Advantage' 

If that is true; Liebert said in an 
interview, police should consider 
themselves "very lucky.*. . . If 
they’ve got something left behind, 
some presentation or staging (by 
the suspect), they’ve got an advan¬ 
tage." 

Yet even that advantage may not 
offer much immediate help, Michi¬ 
gan's Robertson said. 

“The evidence they’ve found is 
probably being gathered more to 
convict the person than to find 
him;" Roberts on said. 

Times staff writer Mark Arax 
contributed to this storv_ 
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Stalker See 



By DAVID FREED, 
Times Staff Writer 


Seeking to strengthen their case; 
against ISlight ^Stalker suspect- 
Richard iRamirez, ..authorities' 
Thursday -night placed -the 25-1 
1 year-old drifter in a lineup before! 
about 30 surviving relatives, wit- j 
nesses and victims of attacks allf|it| 
edly committed by Ramirez. gvf 

Sheriffs officials declined to 
whether any of those who attended"' 
the lineup at Los Angeles County. 
Central Jail were able to recog-; 
nized Ramirez. ' j 

After the iineup, the victims and • 
-witnesses examined about 2,000 : 
pieces of jewelry and other articles, \ 
including video-cassette recorders. 
and xameras, that investigators 
believe Ramirez stole in a series of. 
burglaries in California. Ramirez is; 
suspected of having committed at! 
least 15 slayings and 21 assaults,! 
kidnapings and rapes during the 
break-ins. . 

Ramirez was arrested Saturday 
in East Los Angeles after an all- 
points bulletin was issued for his 
arrest the night before. He is being 
held without bail in a maximum 
security section of the jaiL 

•: Affect on Case 

The recollections of those .who 
allegedly encountered Ramirez and! 
•their ability to prove ownership of: 
the stolen items may -ultimately' 

. -determine which slayings and oth- i 
;-<er criminal-"acts prosecutors will' 
pursue against the El Paso, Tex., 
native, sheriffs officials said. 

■Witnesses, victims and survivors' 
who visited the jail Thursday night 
•viewed Ramirez in a !25-foot-by- 
• 30-foot .Toom ^equipped with a 
■stage, intense lighting and a one- 
■'-way-glass partition running the 
: length of the stage. Viewers were 
: seated on one side of the glass, 
while Ramirez and a half-dozen 
•Oth er uniden tified men resembli ng' 

; iiim were marched onto tne stage. ; 
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Central Jail filled three. 25=l»ot-. 
long tables that were guarded by - 
two deputies. The items, besides 
the rings, broaches, necklaces and' 
earrings, included cameras, televi- •. 
sions, a video cassette recorder,; 
video tapes, three suitcases and; 
even a ceramic vase. 

Dozens of pieces of jewelry were j 
believed stolen July 20 • in Sun; 
Valley, where 32-year-old Chaina- j 
rong Khovanath was shot to death '■ 
and his wife assaulted by a late-! 
night intruder. Police said at the 
time that at least $30,000 in jewels 
and cash had been taken. 

In a related development, au¬ 
thorities report that the search for 
evidence in the case has widened to 
Utah, where jewelry that may be 


’been taken this year. He would not j 
specify where the items had been 
found, except to say that locations 
included Los Angeles County, San 
Francisco and El Paso. 

Some of the goods were recov¬ 
ered with a search warrant, Walls 
i said, but he would not say where 
• that warrant was executed. 

“It’s evidence that has been 
gathered in this investigation by 
various methods, including from ; 
individuals who accepted the arti- j 
cles or bought the articles from a ; 
suspect that we believe to be ' 
Ramirez,”he said. . • .. j 

He noted that “many” people 
who had purchased articles ■from 
Ramirez or had received gifts from 
him turned them over to authori¬ 
ties voluntarily when they learned 
tha t, the items might have come 


from the prime suspect in theUight 
Stalker investigation. 

Such was the case two weeks 
"ago, when police in Lompoc, 130 
miles northwest of ios Angeles, 
were contacted by a woman who 
told them that she had recently 
acquired a bracelet and ring from a 
“old family, acquaintance” in San 
Francisco whom she knew only as 
“Rick.”- She told authorities that 
■‘Hick” closely-resembled a widely 
circulated composite sketch of the 
man believed to be "the Stalker. 
•Usin g -the, jewelry and other evi- 
, dence, detectives were later able to 
link Ramirez to the Aug. 15 bur¬ 
glary and, ultimately, to the Aug. 
17 slaying in San Francisco of 
66-y ear-old accountan t Peter Pa n, 
j. 'PB'F'gfficles on disgray r aT the 
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started saying h.^Metting ; into ‘ ^teen-ager,-J&ffl&mpy became 

- didn t want.to have anything# do '-.ihis - frierids-^wKo sav "even' f tEev 
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Cpjnj^ine dlfrp'm Page'i ’• 

-:'-l -- • .^- - 

plishedburglar/',. ?] <. ; ’ - j;'-.v - •..<• .. 

•^P^piirez’;neyer:/seemed to haye'-ri'job or 'a ‘ 
girlfriend.; Aftef^-going to California as a youiig 
* e h a. d money to buy drugs but lived in 
shabby hotels, merging with frahsierits, drifters 
and small-time criminals on-the Skid Rows of 
Los Angeles and.San Francisca. i/tali, skinny 
man.wjio was self 7 cohscious; , abbut’his weight, •' 
he siiffered^such;severe tooth decay that his 
gapped, discolored teeth we& 'otie of his inost - 
distinguishing features. ,y/. , 
•.•^fter,minor;nin 7 ins with .the law iii-El Paso • 
gid Los Angeles.on drug arid vehicle offenses, 
Kanurez was ,-imprisoned in Los Angeles for ' 
nearly ..five 4nonths. in 1983 ori; an-auto- theft - 
convictioruflje was convicted again in connec- ■ 
tion with.an auto theft in late 1984, and served 
36 days, in Los ; Angles .County Jail. Both times, 
he provided-aliases to authorities. The Night 
Stalker killings began shortly after his second ' 

release/.- >■ . 
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I essenfla^y atrouble'maker^^'f.y ;' ‘ " 

V, I1feV^ldn.'t.;gi%' a. damn'‘.about 'anything,” 
Schuller said. “I'do knpw that he hit the dope 
prptty hai;d, m?d |hat he was into heavy rock ’n’ 

^But^tamirez^idnot get much attention from 
administrators yin -a scho'ol with about 3,200 

stnrfAnto n _' ... i . 
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—^ -rdau s jenerson 
High School when Ramirez, was there, said he 
was a "quiet” boy whom they remembered 
primarily for his truancy. ... 

Ramirez dropped .out of high .school shortly 
after his,17th birthday..-In two or three years, he 
began drifting between El Paso and California v 

- Eddi.e Gonzales,'30, a neighborhood friend, 
said that.onhis last visit to El Paso, about twb. 
years ago, Kaniirez did have one passion- “He 

really wanted to be a good burglar.” , • 
Recent news reports of “someone who had 
masterminded a big Uieft” had impressed Rarni- 
rez, who .spent an evening drinking beer and 
talking about burglaries he’d-done,” Gonzales 

- “He would just walk *in and walk' out,- arid 
people would be in thehouse, and wouldn’t even 
know he was there,” Gonzales said. . /.- 

. Gonzales • said .that! Ramirez "was’- knowii 

<fnTi he , re a ? and was nicknamed 

Dedos’ —Spanishfor “Fingers.” 

“He might rip you ofA but he wasiytthe kind 
of guy you’d be afraid to\ walk into in the middle ' 
of the night,” Gonzales said.' .:r-. ; -/ r.•: 

Gpnsales ,a|so said That 'as " a 'teen-ager, ’ 
Ramirez would shoplift jiihk food. ’. - 

“He’^ffigatsjme big criat, and hide whatever “• 


, ' ^9® KENNEDY,/Los Angeles Times 

1 Ramirez under arrest in Los Angeles: -'He'si : 
j a s H inn y guy T jJ.dpn't see how he could get 
so tough," a former neighbor remarked 1 

: . ; 

; . . he took,”. Gonzales said. “He used to love those*' 

; •' Hershey bars.” .-/ - .-. .. • 

But Gonzales described Ramirez aS “just" a : 

■ ■ -heighborhood character.” 1 f ■■ ' 1 ‘ 

- “ r him'on TV,” Gonzales said. “He had : a :: 
It .completely different look on .his face from the"- 
■$ I 3131 ,tune I saw him. He’s got a crazed look on his “• ■ 
,> face that he didnft have when he was here. . . 
f- I’d sure.like to know what changed the guy.”' 
v - p°uzales offered some theories.'"--'" ' 

-■v, “ He was alone a lot,” Gonzales said. “Maybe 
. ;that contributed to it ;i . ‘.I know he used to like ' 
.'to drop acid. He was here in my hoUse'twhen he 
>-was about 18) and had dropped thrge'tabs of’ 
.'.‘•^pid. ...-. Usually one tab of acid is a lot. Three 
that s more than a lot.” v . . • . • • ■ 

, -Ramirez may also have been deeply affected 

■ by the death of his best.-friend,* Nicholas 

- N?y^ez,in agniesometrriffic accident inl980, 1 
Gonzales said. Ramirez was in'.file back seat 
..when a van, driven by anotheffriend, crashed 
. • ,'irito a fence,he said..' “ 

’ *"^ le got'impaled—that pole went right 

' I ’ “ • . -i* ^ *-* 






























RAMIREZ: Friends Recall an Early Goal - 



were friends I still knew tcouldn’.t> : -;''Pasd;ahvyacatfdn;'about,.gix' years'! 
trust him." . ... «T . . '--ago:,. .v4 

"There's something abut him ■ After J981he;visiteififief. in-Sarff 

. if I . had a thousarj dollars: .. Francisco about:everyifour to.,six\. 
sitting there, I wouldn't-^ave- the-: vwefeks, she said. He hadino perma-'j 
guy alone with it," he saidk-’;;, r-'.-‘-- ~nent.. addresS or job'istayed -at? 

..Ramirez "had a fasciiitioh'-for"f?^"cheap hotels and flophouses”- and 
guns and knives," Greggtfded. ’^'carried most of his possessionem»; 

Gregg, who now lives ifLompbisjn-^backpack-,' she saifer.',:.-^, i 
said that when Ramirezhoved ttf;?>"He did a lot of coke,” she - said,' 
Los Angeles in late 1983 .he:'-..'.adding‘ that she ,did;'not. knovy^ 
changed dramatically. InLos-An-' £ where he got themoney for such an i 
geles, he started injectini cocaine .expaisivehabit . 
and became involved in iatanismy:. • .- "I presume hegripped people off," 
Gregg said. ■ 4 . she said. "He didn’t tell me where it 

Gregg said he saw Rmttdz perii - came from„and.he:dfdn’t work. He' 
odically when he retumjd tothe -always had money-;though.”, ‘ 

Bay Area for visits after td-moved - .* ’ . "He-was very, far^into.Satanism,"' 
to Los Angeles. i .- / she- added. "Satan-'was.his. friend; 

When he - returned'VfoihV' Los : '(■ he said."- .' -. ' 

Angeles he had a witchef' star—a. -•■> He. read comic books' and detec- 
star with a circle arouni it—tat-' - tive magazines, arid enjoyed such 
tooed on his elbow,. Giigg said.' rock groups^.AC/DC arid,Judas.. 
Gregg said he believed tilt Rami-'., Priest, she saidiy^..- - ^, ’(«.... •. 
rez's drug use "got him stsceptible -“ --v-Ramirez .Leveled -between- 
topeople talking about Sabnism." - r :'Northern and Southern-^California,,.; 

“He was a follower, ni a lead- usually by plane,-and''used-public.. 
er,” Gregg said. "He was'the kind transportstion'.withirt;San Francis- 

of-guy-you could say,'tome on; co,Myerssaid.CAiSgV-A?'/;• - 
let’s do this,’ and you cotld totally' .. "If hemxmgh&.a-crir (on visits to 
-talk him into things." j < . San Frandaoo^Wwasn’t Jiis," she 

Gregg said he never knw Rami-1 ■ added.- •&#« «•’ 
reztodate. 1 ' Ramirez "afiWSys-.'iremarked ' 

"He was too shy to go.ij tda girl' about how skinny he was” and was 
and ask her for a date,” h§aid. -very self-conscious-about his' 

weight, she said. - •. - - - - v 

. .-Although he "was: heavy into 
coke and said Satan .was his hero 


Pablo, 


like a -good person.” Gregg added. 



( 
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fill?, doesn’t make bim.a; most recent t^ing^twomonths ago ;> 


__- estopped by 

-to visit 'fust as' the Stalker combos-. 



could be the Night Stalker,” she 
' recalled. “I said no,l didn’t think he ' 
-had the guts.'He just laughed. . 

If you knew him, you wouldn’t - 
; think ih a thousand years he could 
do something like this.” 

•.-'During recent months, Ramirez 
spent a considerable amount of 
' time living and eating in establish- 
-•-ments near Main and 7th-streets at • 
•• the edge of Skid Row in downtown 
' Los Angeles, business owners and 
workers in that area say. .. 

Alfredo Leyva, a waiter at Mar-'' 
garita’s Place, said-Ramirez had 
‘ pome in to eat about 10 times, the. 


peared calm’" and relaxed: He was’J 
eating three meals a-day and y 
-sleeping well in his cell in the clinic -> 
block of Los Angeles Central jail, ' 
said Deputy Rick Adams. 

A team of deputies was keeping 
him under a round-the-clock sui¬ 
cide watch. . 

: David Holley reported from El 
Paso. Contributing to this article ,; 
were Bob Baker, Leonard Green- i 
wood, Eric Malnic and Scott Ostlei) ,j 
in Los Angeles, Miles Corwin ini. 





‘You might be careiul bf him, he might rip fbu offv^.-, • 
but he wasn’t the kindof guy you’d be afraid tb^hik - 
into in the middle of the night.’ « V yj- ■■■ '■'' ' ■ «w?v 

f _Eddie Gonzales, '•an'EI PasoT^ighb6rhoodflrie'nd‘'6f Ramirez 


^i-| ; -;de,hestarted sniffing glue.Iknow 
he got started on drugs. From 

. % }_v '. 5 -SV'. r"'.' 

Frances Yvonne BuaUMos. a neighbor oMhe young Ramirez 
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Youhgst&r Walks'by small;'stuteo' hbiiseMn Ei : Paso, Where Night Stglker suspect Richard 1 Ramirez spent much" of his childhood. 
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; P|h||r (hi- Stalker 

■ «$£'■■ ■ M'-- 

"It toiU tdee^ ^^^ itioh^tmdUce and citvx^ effort tolyreak this case. ^ ? 

■ ’ • ’•> ^RPSwiontertyPark Police'l 

■ -i^SgKl 'Mm- -• 

By CAROL McGRAW and DAViD FREED- Times Staff Writers * . , 

%Snd that’s the5$fr it happeilj ' : ‘As' 'investigators questioned con - 
The police and Ithe ^community struction workers and searched 
together stalked theilight Stalker.^ remote .hillside /arms for distinc- 
| -As the killer blazed a trail of\ tjve sfes^iapMe prints left by .the. 


Indexing: 


Jon D. Elder] 


ioldrfashib'nedypqe'.treathef j and (panicked Ramirez fled through the 
their own.,CT^l\^%vS^’itp;'itxack .^streets' of East Los Angeles .after 
him. But it W^.ffi^ubiic’s surviv- ./'glimpsing his picture in a newspa- 
lal.instincts—ahdmore than a little Viper, ‘citizens using their fists and a' 
luck : —that firiSilyyshared^a' sus- .'i"steel rod caught tip.with him first, 
pect^Richard Ramirez,.•;«. 25- .^rnmutes ahead of the tivmealgpi- 
year-old Texas 'drifter£jp;end one V^Betectives hugged each .'other 
of the' most intense manhunts in '4,iia.nd hundreds of bystanders 
California history.VV-iMeered as the suspect was hauled 
• Jt ‘ was'-a' -race' agmnst‘'death/V'idfftojail. . * ■’?;!• • 

Police feared that the >talker^£pLast Tuesday, Ramirez was ar- 
would strike again; citizens-feared /'.raigned on a single murder count 
that they might be next * 2hnd seven °* h * r charges stemming 

•WhaftV.weitectives, desperate for 'from two late-night attacks in 
leadsi.'^prliitinized thousands .of .*'iearly May ,in'..t.he-San Gabriel' 
.dues, tipsters called in thousands alley. Authorities in'San Francis - 
more.'While policemen staked outy^fcb charged him‘’ with aii Aug. 17 
Skid Row hotels and a Chinatown 6;;jmurder there. Ramirez has not yet 
dehtist, ’homeowners .patrolled 4 > >;enter'ed pleas to.these charges. • • 
■their own backyards and alleys. ' - Please see STALKER, Page 34 
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'Continued from Page 1 

.. The stalker investigation, 'even 
larger than the infamous'1977-79 
•Hillside Strangler case, was-puz¬ 
zling from the starLy/. .. 

_ ’ Unlike ot|||S|g|&l murder cases, 
this one see^^^ffliave no 'distinct 
pattern. '•/:)'/-'• 

- At'least xrpeople .died in'the 
.stalker’s .bloody .rampage, which 
may have begun as .early as 1981, 
investigators believe:.' At least 21 
iVictims survived his assaults. *’*.. 
i Prowling ihe'freeway corridors 
of Los ..Angeles' attd beyond,’the 
stalker preyed upon businessmen,- 
Asian immigrants, -grandmothers 
and retired couples. He kidnaped 
children off streets and Sexually j 
assaulted them; he dragged one' 
.woman from her car and shot her ' 
repeatedly. Most often, he, crept 
intotidy tract homes .through un- 
locked windows and doors before 
dawn,' cut telephone-/wires and 
attacked his yictiihs/while, they 
slept. i’f •'« 

In serene middle-class neighbor- 
->hpbds, he' killed men first,-then 
•/turned to’their women. He blud-. 
’ geoned, slashed throats, -raped, 
.sodomized and shot his prey;-using 
,.22-caliber and. .'25-caliber pis¬ 
tols—easily .concealed weapons 
that make relatively little noise,' 
police said. ‘.‘v*/. V. /. 

• Wearing soft cotton' gioves, he 
also killed and maimed with a tire 
iron and a claw ihammer. Some 
victims were' handcuffed to door 
knobs “dr ..bound with electrical 
extension cords and brutalized. 

AfterWard, according to a police 
source, the stalker .“stuck the shiv 
in even further,” .casually snacking 
on leftovers in the kitchens of some 
victims. He raped one woman and 
then' ordered .her to cook him a 
meal. He ‘goiiged out the eyes of 
another victim. ’ . 

• He sometimes stole.their jewel¬ 
ry,, television sets, cameras and 
even their suitcases. 


Police 


•<*£$ 


cte'd in April 


that at least four unsolved murders 
.in the San Gabriel Valley had been 
‘committed by'the same killer. It 
.was -four more -months, however, 
before authprities publicly dis-, 
closed.; their ‘ ominous suspicions: 
that a serial killer was on the loose. 

. ..'For LL Joe Santoro of the Mon¬ 
terey Park golMepartment, the - 
suspicions i§|18|l, reality July 7, 
with the in-pSSpfion of the mur¬ 
der of Joyc ffimsh, a 61-year-old 
grandmother .and "assembly line 
worker foun'd beaten to death in 
her modest white-shuttered home.; 
-'“When we went;but to .the 
Nelson house, we all had a sick 
feeling that these were not coinci¬ 
dences, there was someone really 
terrible and bad out there killing 
and killing and killing,” Santoro 
said. • v- . >- 

Monterey Park Police Chief Jon 
D. Elder and Los Angeles Couiity 

( Sheriff Sherman Block .talked ur¬ 
gently by phone that day-and the 
concept of a'multiagency task force .j 
to investigate the string of murders .;. 


Was born. A few nights later. Elder 
/addressed’ a jammed City Council ‘ 
"chambers to plead with 650 anxious 
/'.residents, “It will take a'combinaV 
tion of police and citizen efforts,to . 
/break the’case,” he said. “Help'iis;'^ 
Be our eyes out there.” ’- 
J- Obsessed with the case, Elder 
^worked behind his'desk during .the*/.; 
day and went out on patrol at night. ■ / 
-■ “Even we didn’t understand V 
completely at that time-what would . 
come from the unity of the'people/'- 
.and the law. enforcement ageri/’ 

• cies,”Santororecalled. 5 ’’••- - 
.It came to be known as the Night 
b„: Stalker Task Force, but that was a ’ 
•/•misnomer. ' They cooperated, but 
f-.the-.more than 60 detectives/as- •. 
si^ied to the case from police" ■ 
' agencies throughput Los Angeles ‘: 
" : County did not Work out of the 
same squad room. There was no 
/central head quarters , no single 
commander. v f .- • 


i'Homicide'deteetb^i are regard-".. 

• .ed by their peers qs an egotistical, 

• fiercely independent lot,- loyal to 
.their departments: Those traits 

\ held true in the massive hunt for 
! the stalker, a; ■ y" : 

1 The 20 Los Angeles police offi¬ 
cers ‘ assigned •■to stalker-related 
murders in the city pursued their 
own leads, as did the 35 detectives 
from the Sheriff’s Department. In¬ 
vestigators from Glendale, Monro¬ 
via, Monterey Park, Whittier, San 
•Gabriel and Arcadia performed’ 
similarly. . ' 

•■ ’-“It’s not a task force really, 
Cmdr. William Bobth, a Los Angel-. 
es Police Department spokesman, 
said early in the investigation. “We 
(the Police Department) have our 
group and they (the Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment) have their group.” 

- ’ Nonetheless, with the Sheriff’s 

• Department coordinating" ..efforts, 

[investigators put aside interagency 
ijrivalries to compare notes. At first 
[Weekly, "arid later more often, they 
•met in the Sheriff’s "-Department 
-Homicide .Bureau ..to .map their, 
//strategy. : -v’ \ -5:. 

’ The investigators, despite .their 
•'•■different affiliati ^^^e loped few 
■personal animc^^^^^pbmetimes, 
however, relatic^^^m- strained. 

■ Police .chiefs ipS^maller , de¬ 
partments participating in the case 
complained privately that the news 
media often were briefed by the 
Sheriff’s Department and Los An¬ 
geles police before they could be 
told of the latest development in 
the fast-breaking investigation. 

"'/Communications between the 
Sheriff’s Department and Police 

• Department .also seemed .poorly 
". .coordinated atTtimes.'^^ - ^? •-** ' 
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At one point^lisAngeles.poiice. 
put out a bulletin announcing that 
they had linked three more murder 
cases'to the-stalker, bringing the 
number of victims to 17. Police 
refused to provide details on those 
newnesses, except to say that one of 
the'murder^tinyplved; William 
Carns, a MissioriViejo’ man shot in 
thphead.in an attack on Aug 25. 
«Carns $as";'riprkill'e’d, 'jiowever. 
He suffered - graye'-bf art ‘ wounds 


because .they practically overpowfi out ,S* e P go to 
. ereS him and kidnaped his prison--! y e “-^ n g^^iS??3bn,” .-Gsteu^H. 
er,^.Mfd a ranking Sheriff’s De^ Another investigator spent so little 
partment'official: “We'were all £i time at ho “ e that his wife ahd 
little unhappy with that:”' "! family - fearful of the stalker, 

-The’Sheriffs -Department also? -moyedjn; with relatives. 
was privately miffed S£ckuse thel The> detectives’ job of /sifting 
Poiice“Department'stageS its'o^? through mountains of evidence 
press confereneb jmmwliately after- grew even tougher after’a cpiripos- 
thearrest! fflg.' ij£M *te drawing'of the'suspect/^rbs 

; Discord proved a rarity. If anysi released in August &d hundreds'of, 
thing? authorities Were itoo busy ta' tips began coming in' bach day froxh 
squabble.';’.. frightened citizens.' 

. “There wasa cphcenVtoget (thb -1 “Everyone-in town thought 
suspect) 'off the.sfereets/ \said Capt.? they’d had dinner with him, seen 


and- remains.hospitalized; his "con- 1 
_dition is reported to be improving. '■ 1 
4--^7 , h e y ;made a: rioo-boo; '.they 
: miscounted and added (non-fatal). 
..assaults, to the list of murders arid 
.then they woUldri’i.admit that they*-, 
screwed up/'/said a Sheriffs De^. 
p^taerit source.clo.se to the inves- 
tigatipn. “^e ; had been saying all/ 
-along that jjfd/had'14 murders'*at'; 
the timp, biitiwg backed them 
anyway' .because we felt'.it was ; - 
important not'tb show disuriity.” . 

Only last week did police officials' 
back away from their earlier tally. 
“We’re riot going to talk numbers : 
now,” Booth told a reporter. . . 

even sur-"„? 


‘“Eyeryorie became involved When 
they'saw-all the’Hurt,: the wounds' 
on the 'bodies,'/the devastation Sri 
the homes/what-it'was doing to the 
commtiriity.;'. 

Mariy investigators assigned to 
.the case worked seven days a 
week, and 16-hour.days were not 
uncommon. There were not many 
days off. 

One veteran Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment homjcide detective, Sgt. 
Frarik Salerno, “had.tq,be kicked 


Jurisdictional rivalry even sur-., 
faced on!the/day Ramirez was ’ 
caught.‘by /citizens in -East 'Lbs 1 * 


Information ribbi 


riiurders, assaults, rapes and bur¬ 
glaries that seemed even remotely, 
linked to" the stalker’s modus oper- 
dwiti were ‘ fed into a computer. 
More important, the bits of infor¬ 
mation'were-cross-indexed, much 
ris books in a library are, so- that 
obvious connections were not 
trussed. c ~“’ ** • ' 


“Everyone -in town "thought *' 
they’d had dinner with him, seen 
him in a gas station or knew him at. • 
.church,.”.saidpne.officer'.,' 

' 'The/pubjicis'semingly frenzied;-; 
at tonipts.^ri^fp^^oduc^ p?*’ 
sortiheritp.f.bizaiTe^tip.s’ Even Mey/f 
•' - 41 

were not ignored. J 

The killer-had been described as 
tall, thmr''smooth-sh'averi, 
-curly-haired and gapped-toothed. 
That -did not stop people from 
reporting suspicious characters 
who were short, fat, bearded, bald 
and had good teeth. 

“We had to work every scrap of 
^information," Grimm said. “As an 
.. investigator, you cannot ever in¬ 
validate any tip until you check it 
out.. -. . . If you don’t, it will kill 
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Public’s Unity Born 



Fear Aided 
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[a fateful' prediction: “I would su's-' 
Sect that,' 'tins 'guy pay wind up ; 
getting’caught by, a homeown- 

•• ! The investigation was by then 
moving in'several directions. - 
.' ’ For weeks, investigators had 
( staked out a walk-in dental clinic 
in Los Angeles’ Chinatown where a 
man identifying himself as Richard 
* Mena had sought treatment for his 
( decaying teeth. ’Authorities sus¬ 
pected early on that Mena might he 
; the stalker. . 1/ - ■ ■' 

V-V That lead had developed June 15, 

. when a man Was stopped by Los 
Angeles polide'ln the department’s 
l Sorthwest / piyiaon?'He had been 
'wiving a^toienear and fled on foot, 
ileaving' behind' ai ‘ business ‘card 
r frbm/the Chinatown dentist, who 
Jiyas' able’ to /provide authorities 
Iwilh the name Richard Mena. .. 
^Mena had visited .the jclinic .six 
funes from'March to May 30, He 

AT .1_J t«rn»*lr Qtirl 




. il: 

of his teeth. -V- some of the more; than 2,000 pieces 

’ ‘‘He had terribl&decay in hiost of ;-of jewelry he had taken from his 
his-teeth', but it wasn’t from djs-'|> victims. ■ ■£ ;«V- 

» nr • Tfertnptb K. >Tse. Several of the murder scenes 


,ease,” said Dr. Kenneth K. >Tse, 
who heads the dental clinic. “It was 
from neglect." , . 

Those who know Ramirez said 
after his arrest that he made meals 
. of Pepsi and chocolate and never 
brushed his teeth. • - • - 

Although detectives checked the 
Mena name through a myriad 
sources, they were unable to find 
the suspect. The name Mena, police 
eventually discovered, was only 
one , of many used by Ramirez, 

• Other aliases included Richard 
Moreno, Noah Jimenez, Nicholaus 

.' Adame and RichardMunoz. •. 

• "- Although investigators hoped 


Several of ‘the murder scenes 
were near construction sites, so 
detectives, combed unsuccessfully 
through employee lists to see if the 
suspect might-have worked as a 
'laborer. • 

‘ In late August, about a week 
before Ramirez’s capture, authori¬ 
ties received another important tip 
from the public. • . , ' -1 

A Los Angeles resident told 
them that the stalker was named 
Rick and that he frequented Skid 
Row hotels. Lawmen began yet 
another stakeout, this time down- 
1, town. .' -./ 

It was 60 miles away on Aug. 25, 


•*' •AlUlUUKIl luvcougaiuip iiwyw -- ., fT. w .... 

:••• that he would return to'the clinic.y in the Orange County community 
f/w. n’ftrrmnont Hpntfli nans'he did * ’ of Mission Vieio, that a 13-year-old 



for permanent dental caps, he did 
not. 

Other leads were explore^- t 
Los Angeles area pawnshops, 
particularly those in the San Gabri¬ 
el Valley, were alerted in hopes 
that the stalker would try to sell 


of Mission Viejo, that a iS-year-old 
boy gave police one'of their most 
•.'important leads.; ■■ 

The observant teen-ager, James 
•Romero'-III, was in his parents’ 
garage' Working on A motorbike 
. when he spotted an orange T oyota 



L 


; v. A -.o . - , 

- ?t?tion jvagon .that he thought was 
'-.• suspieidjs. . He called police and 
^igeJj^.a.PEirtia 1 license hum-' 

^/Nine^minutes later and a mile 
-v'away, police believe, the stalker 
.^flipped into yet another house and 

,:shot William Cams in the'head and 
^raped his^girlfnerid. * • .V ., 

»l«t morning, Jon Quinn Jr., 

* health food store at 6th 
•«ahd Alexander streets west 'bf 
•tdowntown Los Angeles, spotted' 
car parked in the lot of his small. • 

- fshopping center. Quinn regularly' 

. takes down license plates of cars in 
the lot because of illegal parking 
there. On Tuesday, the car was still 
there and authorities were notified. • 
Four plainclothesmen staked out 
• v* e the next morning, 

•hoping that the person who stole it 
V\vould return. When he did not, it -' 
:>was taken by flatbed truck to : 
^'Orange County Sheriff’s Depart- 
vteent facilities, where two of the'. 
mtgst sciehtific methods were used 
;‘to retrieve evidence. •’ ' . 

: Evolved using Super• 

. ..v'glueifumes,/which react to mois-'j 
'..-.ture 'm^fingeiprints, turning the' 
/prints.white. "The other, a laser, 

.« enhances Iprints that are partly 
'•yripejj^cjMh,. A partial print was * f 
;;'found;on a ^window of the station' 

. -wagon and sent to the state De-‘ 


"itW'ii 1 M 

,• partment of Justice in Sacramento. 

It was a fluke that Ramirez’s 
. fingerprints, taken m December, 
. 1984, after his arrest on stolen 
• vehicle charges, showed up in the 
. computer’s memory' banks.. The 
only prints that have been fed into 
the new system are those of of¬ 
fenders born after' Jan/“i, ’i96(X 
. Ramirez was born 'on Feb. 28 of 
that year. ■)?,; ■' 

The same day thestate’s'cbm-' 
puter identified.Ramirez's prints, a 
San Pablo woman told Lompoc 
police that her family had pur¬ 
chased jewelry in San Francisco 
from a man whom she knew only as 
Rick. The man, she said matched a 
description of the stalker. ' ' ' 
Police determined that the jew¬ 
elry had been stolen Aug. 15 in a 
San Francisco burglary that oc¬ 
curred two days before San Fran¬ 
cisco accountant Peter Pan, 66, was 
shot dead in a slaying that has' been 
linked to the stalker. 

The woman provided authorities 
with the names of two men who 
ultimately provided'Ramirez’s true 
.identity. , v • • 

'that afternoon. Block, Los An¬ 
gelas Pdlice Chief Daryl F. Gates 
; Orange. County Sheriff Brad 
Gaf cp debated whether to "release 
Rejnirea'frname and his police mug 
snot tothepublic.' 



. Officials worri 
might, have 
? the case. ■ '' 

On one 

giving the killer van opportunity 
flee, and destroy evidence. On the 
....° , er > the public bad been unable 
■%> identify him from the composite 
redrawing that,was released more 
{-f® * month earlier.-Identifying 
.y-puni by name, and picture. could 
.^possiblyleadtpaquickarrest: 

v/.’Less than 12 hours later, Rami- 
>rez walked into an East Los Angel- 
; es grocery store and saw his face on 
the front page of a Spanish-lan- 
guage newspaper. He , fled, and 
within minutes everyone along his 
path seemed to recognize him and 
call police. 

When he turned onto Hubbard 
Street, he tried to steal cars and hit 
one woman in the stomach in an 
attempt to get. her keys. She 
screamed, and her husband and 
' several neighbors took after the 
. ‘ suspect, flaying him with a fence 
rod. Exhausted, Ramirez slumped 
to a curb; neighbors held him for 

po £ e v--'■* *'■•'••• , »-•' 

. -.•■ The partnership between au- 
, thorities and the community had 
•t succeeded. . . . 

*•'; -yiines staff'writere Mark Arax 
and Marita Hernandez contributed . 
to this story. 
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RSmirez tells 
lawyer he’s 
innocent 

Stalker suspect 
“ talkative ,' upbeat 


ByAndyFurillo 

Herald staff writer 


Night Stalker .'suspect. Richard 
Ramirez cracked jokes, inquired 
about ; his . attorney’s religious. be¬ 
liefs and maintained his innocence 
during a jailhouse conversation 
■with his El Paso lawyer last night. 

After spending 45 minutes talk¬ 
ing with Ramirez, attorney Manuel 
Barraza said the suspected serial 
killer “seemed talkative” and ap¬ 
peared to be in an upbeat mood 
during their • conversation in the 
Los Angeles County Jail. 

Asked to describe the 25-year-old 
drifter’s jokes, Barraza -said, .‘‘He 
said .everybody was scared of him; 
because of the satanic aspect. He' 
asked me what I believed in. He. 
asked me if I believe in God. I..said | 
■‘yes.’ ” 

' '.^Sa'4mc^^.mbp|s^4iay r f;lbeen 
found.M‘sbfne of the,Night Stalker 
murder sites/but prosecutors have 
played down the aspect of ritualism 
as a .moHye behind the slayings. 

TSarraza’f comments to reporters 
at the Coujity. Jail provided insight 
into .the friood. of the -suspected 
Night Stalker since Ramirez was 
arrested Aug. 31 in East Los Ange¬ 
les." ' i -Vi-' • - 


•(‘He’s in .good spirits,” Barraza 


les.' 

(‘He - ; 

said of Ramirez. “He seemed nor¬ 
mal to.me.” jr ,;;yr , 
.-The shspect, he said, “is still 
maintaining his innocence.” 

Ramirez was quoted' by the 
people who chased him down and 
held him for authorities in East Los 
Angeles as saying “It’s me!” when 
he was captured. • - - 

“What he was saying was, ‘It’s 
me, Richard Ramirez,’ not ‘It’s me, 
Richard ttamirez, t he -- N ight 
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Stalker ,' ,r Barraza said. . ' 

Barraza said that Ramirez is 
being treated well in jail and that 
authorities have provided him with 
books to read. The lawyer did not 
identify the reading'material. 

The primary concern of the 
Night . Stalker,-suspect ..thus -far, 
Barraza said, is the massive pre-trial 
publicity .that is surrounding thej 
case. .... 

“He’s pretty concerned,” Barraza 
said. “He’s refused all interviews so 
far. He’s just not used to this. I’m 
kind of overwhelmed myself by the 
attention. .. 

"He feels that the whole system 
is against him.” 

In an earlier interview, Barraza 
said the publicity “is going to make 
it nearly impossible for him to get a 
fair trial (in Los Angeles). In the 
eyes of the public, he has already 
been judged guilty.” • 

Barraza, 30, said he has been 
asked by Ramirez’s family to take 
on the case. But he added that the 
expected length, of the trial, which 
could last more than a year, might 
preclude him;'from handling it . j 

In the meantime, Ramirez’s at¬ 
torney of record, -jjeputy Public 
Defender Allen Adashek, said yes¬ 
terday that the widespread public¬ 
ity has made it all .but impossible 
for Ramirez to receive a fair trial in 
Los Angeles. 

“The publicity in this case has 
been so intense and.so frequent, it 
certainly -raise!*' the question of 
whether a fair trial cah.be held iii 
Los Angeles County," said Adashek. 

Ramirez, meanwhile, -.appeared 
in court again yesterday'but once 
more declined to enter a plea to the 
eight criminal charges — including 
one murder count — that have 
been filed against , him .in Los 
Angeles County. - T ■;. - : 

He was sche duled to return to 



Richard Ramirez appears in court to face eight charges, including one of murder.j 

v - ' •' T r 1 • J 7*.* . . '• * * 


Los Angeles Municipal Court on 
Sept.'27.-: s 

Deputy District . Attorney Phil 
Halpin'said he would oppose a 
change' of venue motion if Rami;, 
rez’s'- attorneys attempt to transfer 
the case ..'to another county.'"* 
•jHalpiri, added that it is “almost 
Certain” additional "charges will be 
filed 'against Ramirez before the 
suspect’s next coufct date. The pros¬ 
ecutor did, not say if new murder 
charges would, be included. 

Ramirez • appeared calm and 
stood upright during his appear¬ 
ance yesterday in front of Munici- 
•pal Judge "Elva Soper. He only 
" responded oncCi" answering “yes" 
when he was‘asked if he agreed to 
delay'entering his plea. • : • 

• 'TV/o\murder charges have been 
filed against Ramirez. In Los Ange¬ 
les County, he is accused of the May 
14 slaying of William Doi, 65,.of 
Monterey Park. San Francisco au¬ 
thorities have charged Ramirez 
with the Aug. 17 slaying of Peter 


,‘Pan, 66. 

t- He is.also charged with sexually 
"assaulting Doi’s wife and with| 
-additional burglary and robbery 
"Counts in connection with the 
■ibreakrin at the Doi' residence and 
^another that occurred May 9 at the 
Monrovia home of Clara Hadsall, 85. 
', Adashek. in addition to decrying 
the pre-trial publicity, took a swipe 
' yesterday at public officials who he 
said have assumed Ramirez is guilty 
by bestowing commendations on 
citizens who helped identify and 
capture the suspect. • - - 

“It’s bothersome when public 
officials make statements that ap¬ 
pear to presume guilt,” Adashek 
said. “I’ve read and heard arid seen 
-comrnents from officials who I 
would like to think would have a 
little more respect for the presump 
tion of innocence. ..... •; 

“They’re talking' about giving 
out reward money and certificates 
when the case hasn’t even begun 
yet,” Adashek added.- .. ......J 
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Loot Linked to Ramirez 
Found in El Paso Home 

By DAVID FREED and DAVID HOLLEY, Times Staff Writers 


About 300 rings, necklaces, 
brooches and other articles alleg¬ 
edly stolen by Night Stalker sus¬ 
pect Richard Ramirez were recov¬ 
ered last week from the home of his 
sister in El Paso, it was disclosed 
Tuesday. 

It also was revealed that Los 
Angeles County sheriffs investiga¬ 
tors searched without success in El 
Paso for a pair of eyes gouged from 
the head of a murder victim in 
Whittier. 

Searching for the eyes and other 
evidence in an attempt to tie 
Ramirez to victims of the so-called 
Night Stalker, Los Angeles County 
sheriff’s investigators and El Paso 
police last Wednesday went to the 
El Paso home of Ramirez’s sister, 
Rosa Fiores. There, they said, they 
found about 300 rings, necklaces, 
brooches and other articles alleg¬ 
edly stolen by Ramirez. 

The missing brown eyes, howev¬ 
er, were not found and the search 
for them continues, authorities 


Capt. Robert Grimm, commander 
of the Los Angeles County sheriff’s 
homicide bureau, would not discuss 


in detail: 
suspect 
been sera 

“We (murder) 

scene th^^^j^ 4 #^ey weren’t 
- discove^^^u^^id. “We had 
informati8if'.mal' 'stolen -property 
had been sent to El Paso, and the 
eyes were still outstanding, and 
that’s the rationale.” 

Despite the discovery of alleged¬ 
ly stolen articles in Flores’ house,, j 
Grimm said Los Angeles authori- I 
ties do not consider her an accesso- j 
ry in the case. 

“At this point, there is nothing to j 
indicate that she violated California 
law; which says that you have to 
know the items that you’re accept¬ 
ing have been stolen,” Grimm said. 

According to an affidavit filed in ] 
seeking the El Paso search war- ;• 
rant, authorities also hoped to find! 
pistols, ammunition, double-edged; 
i .. ■ ■ 1 ■ 1 ‘ • = 

daggers, carpet knives, handcuffs, 
binoculars and paraphernalia relat¬ 
ed to Satanic cults that may have . 
been used by Ramirez. j 

Also sought were bloodstained 
clothing, tape recordings, video 
tapes or photographs of victims. 

. None of those items was found at 
Flores’ house, nor were any dis-1 
covered during a search at the El 
Paso home of Ramirez's parents, 
Julian and Mercedes Ramirez, au¬ 
thorities said. 

Ramirez, a 25-year-old drifter, is 
suspected in at least 15 California 
slayings since 1984 and 21 assaults, 
rapes and kidnapings..Authorities 
believe that those crimes were 
committed by a lone intruder who 
entered homes before dawn 
through open windows and un¬ 
locked doors to attack his sleeping 
.victims. 

Formally charged in two homi¬ 
cides, Ramirez has yet to enter a 
plea and is being held without bail 
in L as Ange les County Jstt-* 


actives to 
may have 
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Judge Imposes Gag Greer 
on Stalker Case Comments 


Bv PAUL FELDMAN, Times Stan Writer 


A Los Angeles Municipal Court 
judge on Tuesday imposed a gag 
order forbidding public comments 
by lawyers, police and other offi¬ 
cials involved in the highly publi¬ 
cized murder case of Night Stalker 
suspect Richard Ramirez. 

. Tne order was issued by Judge 
Elva R. Soper at the request of 
•Ramirez’s attorney,' Deputy Public 
Defender Allen Adashek. At a brief 
hearing before Soper, in which 
Ramirez looked on, Deputy Dist. 
Any. P. Philip Halpin. who is 
•prosecuting the case, aid not pro¬ 
test the order. 

Ramirez, 25. who is scheduled to 
enter pleas Sept. 27, is being held 
without bail in Los Angeles County 
Jail on cnarges of one count of 
murder and seven other felonies in 
Los Angeles County. He has also 
been charged with murder, at¬ 
tempted murder, burglary and rob¬ 
bery by San Francisco authorities. 

Tne El Pas? native, a drifter whc- 


has spent much cl the last five 
years'in CaMprak. fe suspected by 
authorities of hsyjng committed as 
many as 14 slayings and 21 as¬ 
saults, kidnapings and rapes in a 
grisly spree that may have begun 
in June, 1984. 

•Overriding Adashek’s objection, 
Roper also has granted a request by, 
Halpin that dental X-rays, photos 
-and impressions of Ramirez’s teeth 
be taken by the county .medical 
examiner’s office for use as evi¬ 
dence. 

In a statement to the judge 
Friday, Haipin said Ramirez’s 
“teeth are unique ir< appearance 
and are believed to have been 
described by numerous victims and 
witnesses for the prosecution. 

“It is also believed that the 
defendant was being treated den¬ 
tally at the time of the commission 
oi these crimes and that X-rays 
taken during the course of that 
Please see JUDGE_Ei?g©-2 
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treatment, when compared with 
these proposed X-rays, will help 
determine the defendant’s where¬ 
abouts during the period in ques¬ 
tion." 

Under the terms of the gag order, 
no witnesses, court officers, public 
officials, law enforcement officers 
or attorneys can publicly release 
purported statements from Rami- 
rez or documents concerning the 
case.'They are also precluded from 
commenting outside of court on the 
weight or effect of evidence against 
•Ramirez or the identity of prospec¬ 
tive witnesses. 

Records Sealed 

The order also seals court re¬ 
cords, which, until Tuesday, 
contained little information except 
for a length Vwsaga^ l report per¬ 
taining to Ra rlpS apIdsits to Coun- 
ty-USC Medf|§!|||pter in 1983. 
The records.^lliled from the 
hospital at the request of the 
prosecution, primarily concern a 
two-week hospitalization in Sep- 
tember 1 _1953, in which Ramirez 


was treated for an i nfecti on_to a 
finger on his right hand. 

Ramirez told doctors that he had 
been bitten on the hand by a man 
whom he had punched in the 
mouth. The records also included a 
reDort -on a subsequent hospital 
visit that December, in which Ra¬ 
mirez was treated for a cut on his 
righthand. 

The .gag order follows Soper’s 
approval Friday, at Adashek s re¬ 
quest, of a ban on any attorneys or 
others from seeing Ramirez with¬ 
out the defender's approval. 

Adashek has been publicly criu- 
cized by Manuel Barraza, an Si 
-Paso attorney who said he was 
retained by Ramirez’s family. Bar¬ 
raza has contended that Adashek is 
more interested in money and fame 

« jh book and movie deals than 
iving his client innocent—a 
e that Adashek has strongly 
i. Barraza has returned to Ei 
Paso, after making a se||^K||' 
comments to reporters 
mirez after jailhouse visi^^^l 
him. --.-' 
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Police say 
one man’s 
killed 10 
prostitutes 

By Steve Appleford 
and Timothy Carlson 

Herald staff writers • • 


P olice are seeking a single 
suspect who appears to be 
the latest serial killer pla¬ 
guing the L.A. area. ' 

Los Angeles Police Department 
homicide detectives, working with 
detectives in Inglewood and Gar-' 
dena, have linked a series of 10 
brutal slayings which have featured , 
stabbing and strangulation of pros¬ 
titutes. According to Inglewood j 
detective Larry Marino, the first . 
slaying occurred in" his city Jan. 1, ! 
1984. The latest slaying occurred . 
Aug. 15 of this year in south Los ,! 
Angeles,. - •-.. - 

“There is a distinct possibility we ! 
are dealing with a serial killer 
here,” said Lt. Ed Henderson of the j 
Los Angeles police Department j 
Robbery-Homicide.Division.' . . 
...Henderson',said that one woman 
-who.'survived -ah?.Aug. 6 attack 
provided police . with a description 
of a man -who is 'believed , responsi¬ 
ble ..for^v^yen.v'imurders^in _Los 
' lAhgeles, * two -i n^'tnglew obd and ; 
another in Gardena, . 


Henderso n, saitj. th e. woman Ale-- 1 
scribed the suspect as a blaekihan, 
30-35 years old, between 5 feet 10 
inches arid 6 feet, tall, medium 
build, withblack curly hair, brown 
eyes,' a small mustache,. straight 
white teeth," smooth skin antfmus- 
cular arms and chest, The,suspect 
wore a baseball cap with a patch on 
it bearing the word “FILA,” a 
•clothing manufacturer. - - ■ l." 

• -Based on .the testimony of 'the 
woman whn ’escaped the Aug.. 6 
attack by leaping from "her" at¬ 
tacker’s moving car, a. composite 
drawing was made last month. ~ 
“We waited until now to publi¬ 
cize the picture" through the news 
media because we .wanted our 
detectives to have a chance .to 
develop their own. leads first,” 
Henderson said. “When \!ve dissemi¬ 
nate a composite drawing to the 
general public, we Usually get a 
great number of leads that don’t 
work out, so-it provides a lot of 
extra work.” ••• • .1;.' 

» Henderson said, the suspect’s 
vehicle was described by the survi¬ 
vor of the Aug..6 attack as a 1984 or 
1985 dark-colored Buick Regal with 
a baby seat in the. back. Based oif 
the word of, another witness who’ 
was’iiot attacked, .Henderson said 
the suspect may also drive a 1960s 
model Ford pickup with gray pri¬ 
mer.,-Henderson refused to '"/say 
exactiy?,what linked all .the',mur¬ 
ders,. except to say that all but. two 
of the wpmen suffered cut wounds 
and "all tyfere^trangled. 4---. - .. 

-“It’s?basically an overkill type of 
situation,”-Henderson' said .of .the 
.conditions of the bodies," which 
were dumped in alleys and oh. 

. *" *“*<w 

Murdars/ArlO, Col. 3 * ?■ 

. - • 
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fceilnk 
10 murders 
to latest L.A. 
serial killer 


. — **a ( in.ic ocii, iuuou in ine 
Muwiers/Continued from A -1 «*- - 4 * ;: \MOO block of South Olive Street on 

Jan.* 1, 1985. '* *7 . •* ; 

v v" • J ■ Patricia Deniiis/ found, in the 
.Based on information from the 3500 block of Eighth Avenue on 
surviving ivictim.-and another Feb. 11 , 1985 • 

source Henderson..would not di- ••■sh.,,;; 

vulge, investigators believe the nian ‘ r T S ^ T^ ^ ls0n ’,, f oun< ! , in a Clt y 
beckoned streetwalkers from his Inglewood on March 20 , 

car and then drove them to another 1 _ T ... ... 

location where he attacked them , lIia " Stoval - found m the 2200 
. Henderson said that .no finger-. of Sixth Avenue on March 23, 
prints were found It the..scene of 19i ”' . 

the. seven Los Angeles 'homdeides:'% rl’*Pittsy .Webb,.found in the. 4700, 
..-The bodies of c theTw'pmen'were^.W 0 ^ South groadway on April, 
found either-.-nalcbd or -partially A®85. ..‘•-‘jv.’r" tj 

clothed, .HendersdQ said.' r .; ■ 'Vm C^thy pystaveson.'fpiind in the 
.. .Of the Los. Angeles' tfhurder 1600 block .of Slatisoh?Avenue . on 
. 9 as ^?* «yC victims ’iVefeblabk,'two July 28, 1985; ' = v .- - 

wef.e - White. Airvhad" records'of -:'»Gail Fjcklin,. found in’ the 9800 
Drbstitiltinn HpnHprcnn co.‘d --iSI-- - 


V. „• r.--* :,v 7 .V. **'&*\- *\ ;,y * 

;,;-:Polerii^^ij^$$'iji^5^f^ m ped 
.. in ah Inglewood city park'on Jan. i, 
1984. ' " ' - •- • 

Other victims include:. . 

■ Gayle Marie' Roiisell, found in. 
the 14500 block of Halldale Avenue 
. in Gardena on Nov,''6', 1984. 

. ■Sheila Burris,.found in the 9800 
block of Grandee Avenue on Nov. 
18, 1984. : . - 

Frankie Bell, found in the 



a gP;^an'd has remained in'a 'coma^ceriilng -the ' suspect^, identityis 
® v t r '?i" ce ’.Henderson slid.urged.to contact:John St. John or 
i- -Tngiewopd. .defectives; would’. n.b?^Mi.MiUef, Robbery-Homicide Div- 
spacify'/yjbat .^ace ^thejr; i Victinis:'5 ; S&i, x Lds Angeles Police -Depart 

WGrG ) V^ , ' p "’ ,f/ ''’l'^ -'Pni'A--« A* inih\'^rir nrn«. ni 

tives. 
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1. ..Patricia Coleman, ;found in 
. Inglewood park .on. .dan. 1984 -* * 
j'?.; Gayle Marie".Rousefl, found on 
’.Gardena street On Nov. .6, 1.984..-. 
-3.'Sheila Burris, found on Gran¬ 
dee Avenue on-Nov, .18.. 1984 .- 
;A. Frankie Bell,...found on South 
'Olive...Street on Jan. 1. 1985 
: 5, Patricia Dennis, found on 
Eighth Avenue on Fob. 11, 1985 


6. Shelly Wilson, found in Ingle- 
-.wood on March ^20^i 1 985 

7. Lilian Stoyal, found..on "Sixth 
Avenue ‘"qit March :23', '.1985'-.%'.'-: 1 

8.. Patsy W[eBb,. 5 fouhd,' prT iHputh 
Broadway on . April ;.15.’ , .)985,'- > 'V.' 

9. Cathy GySta"ve8ori," found on 
Slauson Avenue on. fairly 28 , J985 

10. Gail FiCklln, found .on Gran- 
•dee. Ayenue/'ion\.'^u&?s15,'i.<985 V 























^ped.and sodomized her-itf a'-.-terromed Southern.California last^^ifee'hii 

layamdera sheet.,? ?•<-- -.-., '.;•?„ j crowded vcourtroom'.'.also- wept.'asy' ’J^tewiiness;- 

.'. "VThe .'.sha'f 

r-Old-spn.-and said he forced^ ' •* "D^-you ■ see' that W'<i&*the 
Vperform .’oralVaipuIation'JonS ^courtroom today?" asked-Uje'bros- 
f' !ecu tor,: Deputy’-bist Atty^Philipl 


japer?" defense attorney 
:s .Hernandez - asked at one. 


"I see him in my house and I see 
^:in a picture.and r gee him on 
byision' everywhere," the wom- 
4 said, growing agitated. "I tell 
« .I saw this man in my house. He 


nd -. : ‘The woman’ said an intruder 
■to ' •;opened the sliding glass door to her 
bn.. • Hving room the morning of July-20, 


■yawhed.V'His lawyers" 
t challenge ..'her ' idei 
• brought .even' more emp: 
merits from the witness’. 
VvDidiyou see ,his:pj'ci 


1985, pulled a gun, and announced, 
"Bitch, shut upl't She said he lied 
i.; V f Please see STALKER, Page 6 


'turnirigtoward Ramirez and’point- 

in \(r her finc»Ar‘rfiroMlv. of » . 














•#g&jga&* 



. ■ 3 5i • 

-year-old son had 
clock-' • 

n the;SOn’s;room, 
fthesboy.cry .-‘Tt 
i'ictjfcviflicould 

ihelphim/i' : 
she recalled .was- 


HellSyou',s-i’nt. goi|gps*TJ8» ■ j°Wv -</ -The' iastithing. 
gSSifren.^.Then. | ijf* ^^ f^-:4hif n ti-uder?thio\. -- 

t-raetup : arid. madeagBpflSMXthing >. suitcase: andpiUowcase. She said he 
lawful',” she added.;-• :i , stuffed a sock.in her mouth before 
^r-ShesaidherassallantpeeredintO:._. ^ .. , • 

i«3Som'-in :which her. 2-year-old;>- myself andTwent to.see 

,- H e was bleeding. .-He 

-fitter ; after she told.-him :the.:gu-i } v w ^ swoUen .... j^tookiiny.son 
^^dcry if-.disturbed.:,.' ,/ ^•‘^■^j.y^toirtforh^^>.V t . - 

i- r '■■ •• 

s&Sftfe witness described .hwMhe • £atri f tothe da y, Vtrginia.Peter- 
-Tnan: dragged her through,:the.,,.. ■ite&lfied’matter-pf-.factly 
■•3»use; franticaUy.'demanding- .that.- ^^i j^^.gut^gjjriter.North- 

-tshe’show-him where, jev/elry.-was- .. : j .jdeehomeAug.6ahd'shotherand 
■aififdenV-Each time-he: found-some.Christopher, 38, in 
he:w^not,sat^^.i^ Bothsurvive d - ..i..;- • . 

more.- Twic?,. she,,..., yfhemasked by-Halpin if the man 

■ her -hfck^to^. - e .-.^-^o Mother wasin court, she said, 
er husband ,s.deaa.v^j e . s the gentleman .sitting over 

.sheet, Wdirapgd. ii^g^ein theblue jumpmiit." . 

, --i? j-v^s^wtamirez^was 1 -silent;; but later 
helefther.hedmpf^i^^: ^Mmiickles-noUdly as 
an4 j iwentvtf?.^|^ tim ^y ;C pntinued. '■ ■' • 

, r ; i ,ii“ vie- l-£.d-.’-C '-i^Thei woman'said a noise awak- 
•t£2s--- 1 —“— '•’'&ed:-heriat...3i-aim- Andrshe-saw.a 

i tall/" skinny ' man-'clad»an<-dark 

clothing standing in theJiaUway, . 
screamed, Who are you? What 

-do you want? .'And-’get' out here. 1 

' started to curse. At that time, the 

person'said/'Shut up, bitch.. Whm:e. 

'is it?”’she testified.; ... -. ' 

■- --'•“He took a'step forward/lowered 

the'gun/I screamed; v.I'saw a red 
i flash coming at mel Tlie bullet hit, 
head. •'-My?'' face ..went 

g S.\ i ' 4 -/!* n ‘V*'i' ’j,' - - 

e'sai&sheUieard another shot 

her-hustiandi-feU bach. Then 









mii'nuiuiii 


''SaUniYvsyniB61s"JDuririg i 'an|earlier'court • sleeping 
.apj5earance,'£hej^elled "HaUUSatan!"<an(J4; ^'Hpr'l 
'flaiffeHa'-pentagram .drawn-on'hi3;hand';A)'”w'oin'arf 
'pentagram'appeared:on the( thigh'lofvpnej£iier$iss« 
;NightStalk.er. victim and in jthe. ceff whdre^' M “Dphit/: 
Ramirez.is.-held'..between'-iiourt'appear--'. The' 
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|4 : %'*•'£!: »•{/: t'fSpl 

WmMsm 



id'ia-penta- 

ilm^-tpward' 


• inr- 


pr.. "t* w*"*K-Mie suDsequent • 
®age, m.which'sh'e wasfraped • 

oinized. anrf.wfc...*•*■:•.. .. • 


womanvshudaered 'aslffiiiU,2^'' iShe;>also£.-dificovered 


seven:^sodomy/:f:thr‘ee alwS - 
on-childcenv'aridJtwo'kidrfapihesdh' • ^?w,l° r 

^Mageles County in l984?and\ 


' ^Hsjnow in its seventh'week^v. " 3h ^ 

-"if; • and.'hand'.'iMri.Wo.- nim.1. 


gusti«6eyeral-7Teferen' ( 
w«f)J3ihve f fcr6ppei 
^^fari'eh'riy^bui 
whicKhe, pleaded not f i 

<*h'aro'Ao>*iM>»»%<__ ■ 
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By Nancy 

Herald staff 
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fHESIALKER 
HEftillNe- 


x'coupie was kilied.'tlie 'mSn ws shot fim,-. ^identification is crucial in convict 
.while the woman was. brutally beaten,- man allegedly respbrisible’ for * w ’ £ 

•'-.'‘- slashed and mutilatejtthat_ reached their^cre^cehd._ 

: - The surviving women got more than a . mef. r ..£«•' >*'« J^r^5*£*>s 

taste of that brutality, for the Night "I see him in my house, I see^him.in 
Stalker stayed around for hours. ‘ *;•. picture, I see him'on .television ^.iu; 
..' Interspersed with his demands for everywhere,” said.one victim.*’":.'.^;;.''* 
valuables were his demands for a variety Why did .the Night Stalker gougeioi 
of sex acts, when-he was able to perform Maxine Zazzara’s eyes as he-killed her, B( 


walking 'wounded- : -^to attest to thfeir, - —:---v-- «. —. ... i 

nights' of terror with the tNi^t.'Stalker.'-^tiafiy'r^ards'a similar -tale to tell, .vsexually. S • • • - ; • -•• leayj'aliye women whose, testimony 

' Miraculously.-theirUves were’^red. but^-^-Thfey were startled awake by alanky r .“Are you enjoying this?” he allegedly. - help convict him andperhapss?nr ' 
the light in thgireyes'tad^'di^'<)ne;by Vfiguw ' J --“‘' J ** •*' — 
one, they rtestified Hthey^wotild:^ 


f a gun -asked one. victim,- who - described her- .the. gas chamber?. v-M-t-; 


v _,___ __ 0 .3ved hands. His firsttyonls were a attacker as a “very good looking, pain- 

forget - the' main who7- as -one'- weeping - variation of. "Don't scream'bitch, tor"Tll fully thin; 6-foott-inch man with dark 
victim said "did pvprvttflne awful tb'mel”— -Id’ll vou'.!’ as he handcuffed them or .curly hair -who "smellet 


.tne.gas cnamoerf 
• ' :.Why'did32-year-old Patti Higgi 
'.her'throat .slashed anil suffer v 



including.14 murders,'with which he is .'.-black'.who canie quickly. to;the he 
~ *' * ' • l " w *‘ * r *-a 63 -vear-old Monterev 


.^^^rez was' 

■.iwb'lwppen he .'allegedly attempted to 
Jthufdex^^ ^fifth alleged rape victim 
rendered speechless by a stroke did not -^ 

' take''the>itand, nor did a 79-year-old in a frenetic 
'invalid who has been mute since she was ' jbelongings, stoj 
brutally beaten and left for dead. ,?. y.or, -Mont look 
.But the four women who could talk*, death if .they 

- spoke vplumes, their anguished accounts" J£j “He 
standing out among the 110 witnesses. ; tes^ijlet _ 
who; have appeared at a preliminary whose £ 
hearing to decide, whether Ramirez' 

Should stand trial oh the-charges.-The 

- hearing resumes next -Monday -before 
Municipal Court Judge.James Nelson. 

And while the . Night Stalker was 
notable for the diversity of-his killing-' 
styl.e r the women who escaped death. 


to;the head of manded, striking a Pakistani-born Dia- 
'*'Park inond Bar woman, who had to be almost 


Nelson.' 60, also of Monterey •Pa'rk.c.was 
strangled and beaten .-to ,death,Y.her'v 




to yell, “where is it?' 

tfltch.'Vthreateriini,. .„ ^ . - . - 

. . . ,J.V; from a blood-soaked bed to carry his loot Northridge, who awoke T --- - 

'bitch’every word,” -off into the dawn. • 'hollow-cheeked man to "get'outofbei 

•-bid Sun Valley woman,- Prosecutor J*. Philip Halpih is seeking , was shot instantly'in the .face. ; She ’ 

_ ivas\murdered. “Every- ultimately to prove-the guilt- of Ramirez survived and so did her husband Cjiristo-V 
te tbdk'me.” the Thailand- through the stolen goods police recov- pher, 38, who jumped out of bed. after 

* “He beat me up ered, and a variety of scientific evidence being'shot and pursued the'intruder.';.*"' 

iad." - including the appearance at many crime If Petersen’s' wounds had proved, fatal;' f 

a man Inthe house, he was scenes of an Avia athletic shoe print, she would have been the only woman 
a 5 ma ]| <a liber although no such shoes were recovered with'a child in the house to'die.’ 
at close range as from the defendant.- <. *. 'I ' . ’ 1 ' 

. j in^ances in which a But the women’s strong courtroom Stalker/ A-10. . 7: • ' C * ' 




SUSS 




.Of the five'^exual’aissa'filt-si'ctim^ 
who survived (one.did iiot. testify),- 
three of them had children ; asleep 
in the house. • While, the - - Night 
Stalker is charged with molesting 
children, he nevered;a. vranai 

'''« . jt . -_i_:i dar\ . in -the' 


But "the .attacker included - the. 
children' prominently' in his, death 
threats.' “Oh/God l am not going to 
scream,” ..promised. the Piainond 
Bar mother when the'Night Stalker 
threatened to kill.both her sons if 
she 'did not" keep quiet When the 
attacker demanded she swear upon 
Satan 1 instead, the' woman .quickly 
complied. ■_ 



said. -'“I’m going to give you every-; 


thing I’ve got” When her 3-year^old 
son' awoke,* the '■ frail woman 
•‘begged” the map to spare, him.." 
‘•'-.The Sun Valley mother of .two,, 
who was raped bn the floor, of the 
bedroom where . hef .husband lay 
dead- was also.compliant..“I give' 
vou ahything. Just don't kill me'(Or. 

she said. !..' / J: 

is charged.'vyith'..sqdbm' : , 
a»e' ’woman's" 8-y%'a£old son,' 
wm. c - ! th‘e mother tey'helpless in 
another room. listening to her 
child’s-screams/ ] £’-’*£ 7-.<C. 

'.i'-'Twb of the victims Were cogni¬ 
zant’ of the' need to.' keep from , 
further'angering the intruder. “I 
was afraid to make him angry,” said 
the nurse who lived alone, explain- : 
ing her eagerness to'turn over her 
jewelry and money to the man she 
dscnbed as ‘'tehse;(but).m control of 
himself"and .his'entire situation”. . 
■ = • i'A'•'4i-year-old Burbank woman, 
whose fson was;placed ; in - aj hail 
closet while she. Was raped, calmly., 
told ^the’-'mail-'she Knew he- Was- 
going' -toget angry' because - she 




didn't have -ihuch : m6hey'br'JevK 
elry'• ■*-»•> • • 

4 --Alter being raped 1, ani,'sedom- : ; 
feed'at gunpoint, she-was; Stilt able * 



unhappy life to-havy done this to 
me” she told him .•’•'' > 7\V];V 
• The'assailant offered the blonde 
woman a robe'- laughingly saying: ;]I 
guess it \youid.n’t.'--be'tbd -good 'for' 
your son' to -see ybu~.Iike: ; tHis-. , ’-.Two t 





.v-Asked by * defense§ttorneyI)an- ; 
iel Hernandez why'she had engaged 
her attacker in- a 2p-muiute conver¬ 
sation, the woman saidshe thought 
if she could-make the attacker care 
enough about the-family,;he might 
spare their lives.'-'.'- M* -r 
'' It w6rked.-;,Before leaving, : the 
Night -Stalker borriplied with the 
woman’s request' to.-untie her 
hands, which’were hurting. He also 
left nhe'rbahdcuff-^k^Vpn/ithe 
-mantle,' .-.where'; it'could he ;easily 
'Retrieved. 

V** . •; 












Student jo|i||f ambassador program. See Page 15-1 
fe, dogs team up to sniff out danger. See Page A*4 
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as citizens secure homes 


victim list 


■* o 4) o throughout The otniuiland, at coruing to 

I/I l/lsl Arcadia’s Acting. Police.Chief Neal Johri- 


son. 3 ., , 

At a Wednesday night, citizens’,-brief¬ 
ing at Foothills Junior High School-, the 
third such meeting in’ the city, Johnson 
said there were 23 burglahes in-Arcadia 
during June, 36 in- July,, but so far this 


By-BRANDON BAILEY 
Special Correspondent .. 

Two Los Angeles County resi¬ 
dents' miifdbred earlier this 
year have been added to the list 
of .victims slain by the Night 
Stalker, as authorities released 
more information and expanded 
their manhunt for the serial kill¬ 
er. : 

Law ,enforcement officials 
declined Thursday to identify 
the two people killed and pro¬ 
vided little information about 
their deaths. 

Orange -County investigators, 
meanwhile; announced the dis¬ 
covery of unidentified finger¬ 
prints in an-Orange Toyota that 
has been linked to last Sunday's 
attack on a couple in Mission 
Viejo: 

The fingerprint discovery was 
termed "significant” by a.source 
close to the investigation, but 
further details were unavai¬ 
lable. ■ 

As the Night Stalker investi¬ 
gation-continued, some' informa¬ 
tion'about the killer and his 
habits has been released: 


le number has fallen to nine, 
people are-locking.down,'making- 
:t?h,” Johnson said: ' . ■ , 

jssr Don Alcom said that as a po- 
cjgcer he wishes he could lake cred¬ 
it for the drop, but'"you guys kept them 
out," he said; indicating the audience of 
about 150; "You're finally listening:" . 

He said he hopes the r.ewly developed 
security consciousness remains after the 
killer is caught . * 

In reply to quesfejss S$*Wt (he kill¬ 


ings, Johnson said: 

- -s- There is-some evidence that is simi¬ 
lar .in' thecase of the 6-year-old Arcadia 
girl who was kidnapped-on June 27, 
raped and released in Los Angeles, and 
the murder cases. He said "police are not 
ruling but that they may be related, and 
are checking further. 

— Police Can't substantiate .the sur¬ 
mise that the killer has selected his vic¬ 
tims by the yellow color of their houses. 

— The Guardian Angels are offering, to 
stay by or-in people’s. homCs for thetr 


protection. Johnson said the decision on 
whether to use that service is up to indi¬ 
viduals. As an alternative, he suggested 
that neighbors could sleep at one anoth- 
ers’ homes if it will make them feel more 
secure. 

Lt. Richard Honaker added that by 
revealing that the same gun has been 
used in many of the crimes, San Francis¬ 
co Mayor Diane Feinstein "took us back 
about six months." 

There are 800 to 1,000 “sightings" of 
the suspect each day, he said. 



Film star's 
home reflects 
culture, work 

By BRAD HAUGAARD 
SUlf Writer 

If you watch Ninja movies, 
you. know Sho Kosugi. .If you 
live oii : Longden Avenue in 
Arcadia,-you know his-hous0®»i 
. kosugi has played in sev; 
movie* — Enter the Ni' 
Revenge of the Ninja, 

Deaths-Qf the Ninja, Pray 
Death (soon to be releast 
Master Class, and The Bad 
News Bears in Japan. 

A Ninja, he said, is. like a 
Sixth Century Japanese secret 

bAwinllmAp Amnlnudfl fnp’ 


Council to consi 
opposing trash 

By BRAD HAUGAARD 

Staff Writer 

A resolution opposing the 
proposed Irwindale trash-burn¬ 
ing plant has been prepared for 
consideration by the Arcadia 
City Council at its Tuesday 
meeting. 

The resolution says that 
' iiere are substantial potential 
gative impacts involving this 
|ant with regard to air quality 
id related health concerns 
bich could affect the entire 



Court rulings' banning, 
specific wording now i 
code regarding “fair 
commission * reluctant^™ 
mended a broad defimuefl 
could open the door to a wide- 
variety of non-traditional living 
arrangements in single family 
neighborhoods. 

If passed by the council, the 
amendment concerning the use 
of guest homes would somewhat 
restrict the use of the adjacent 
buildings by limiting occupancy 

GabrielValley includingthe EMSli""* *° 30 dayS 3 
City of Arcadia.” * During the Redevelopment 

• In addition it says there aje Agen6y portion of lhe mee ting, 
numerous substantial, issues and agenC y members will consider 
questions regarding such a yj e design of the Inn at Santa 




Stalker’s City crime decreases as citizens secure 



victim list 
increases 


HAUGAARD month, the number has fallen to nine. 

' ’ “You people are locking down, making 

“^DonT^ld that as a po 
throughou^ttc'soutUan'd'according'to !j C j °Vk Ce j he *' e coiild take cred- 
Arcadia's Acting Police Chief Nea, John- * £ KSTS 

At a Wednesday night citizens' brief- about 150. "You're finally listening." 
ing at Foothills Junior High School, the He said he hopes the newly developed 
third such meeting in the city, Johnson security consciousness remains after the 
said there were 23 burglaries in Arcadia killer is caught, 
during June, 36 in July, but so far this In reply to questions about the kill¬ 


ings, Johnson said: 

— There is some evidence that is simi¬ 
lar in the case of the 6-year-old Arcadia 
girl who was kidnapped on June 27, 
raped and released in Los Angeles, and 
the murder cases. He said police are not 
ruling out that they may be related, and 
are checking further. 

— Police can't substantiate the sur¬ 
mise that the killer has selected his vic¬ 
tims by the yellow color of their houses. 

—The Guardian Angels are offering to 
stay by or in people’s homes for their 


protection. J 
whether to u 
viduals. As ; 
that neighbo 
ers' homes if 
secure. 

Lt. Richai 
revealing th 
used in man) 
co Mayor Di; 
about six mo: 

There are 
the suspect e 


By BRANDON BAILEY 
Special Correspondent 

Two Los Angeles County resi¬ 
dents murdered earlier this 
year have been added to the list 
of vlclims slain by the Night 
Stalker, as authorities released 
more information and expanded 
their manhunt for the serial kill¬ 
er. 

Law enforcement officials 
declined Thursday to identify 
the two people killed and pro¬ 
vided little information about 
their deaths. 

Orange County investigators, 
meanwhile, announced the dis¬ 
covery of unidentified finger¬ 
prints in an orange Toyota that 
has been linked to last Sunday’s 
attack on a couple in Mission 
Viejo. 

The fingerprint discovery was 
termed "significant" by a source 
close to the Investigation, but 
further details were unavai¬ 
lable. 

As the Night Stalker investi¬ 
gation continued, some informa¬ 
tion about the killer and his 
habits has been released: 

— The killer, believed to be 
Anglo or light-skinned Hispanic, 
says very little to his victims and 
apparently has no discernible 
■accent, police said. • . v 

—-After cntcrlhjf a-tiinriir 
through an unsecured door or 
window, the killer "immediately 
shoots any adult males in the 
residence and then attacks the 
female occupants," according to 
it police bulletin. 

— While investigators believe 
the killer has used a variety of 
stolen cars to travel around the 
state, police said he may favor 
small, imputed station wagons. 
He is believed to use a .22-cali¬ 
ber revolver or ,25-callber auto¬ 
matic pistol: 

Some of the information is 
included in a circular that will 
be sent to gas stations and retail 
outlets around the state. The 
circular also includes composite 
sketches and a description of 
the man believed responsible 
for 16 killings and numerous 
other assaults. 

The police bulletin says the 
Night Stalker is responsible for 
17 homicides. That figure in¬ 
cludes the attack on a Mission 
Viejo man, 29-year-old William 
Cams, who was shot in the head 
but is still clinging to life in the 
intensive care unit of Mission 
Community Hospital, said Los 
Angeles Police Cmdr. William 
Booth. 

Los Angeles Sheriff Sherman 
Block last week released a list of 
14 killings linked to the Night 
Stalker. Booth and other offi¬ 
cials declined to give any infor¬ 
mation about the two killings 
now added to the list. 


Council to c 
opposing tra 


By BRAD HAUGAARD Corn 

Staff Wrllcr spec 

A resolution opposing the cod< 
proposed Irwindale trash-bum- com: 
ing plant has been prepared for men 
consideration by the Arcadia cout 
City Council at its Tuesday varii 
meeting. arra 

The resolution says that 
“there are substantial potential “ 
negative impacts Involving this a ™ 0: 
plant with regard to air quality f l 
and related health concerns J" 0 ** 1 
which could affect the entire 
San Gabriel Valley including the of 11 
City of Arcadia." * car 

In addition, it says "there are .J"! 
numerous substantial issues and ' 
questions regarding such a " 
plant" Anil 

Also on the agenda for the Inn 
evening will be the consider- rc fV 
ation of text amendments to the oh-, 
xity code.concerning the definl- recol 


By KATHY BRA1DHILL Wi 

Staff Writer thee 

The public will be invited to how 
speak at two relatively brief peop 
breaks in a seven-hour technical ca us( 
workshop with consultants from 
Pacific Waste Management proc 
Corp and California Energy J n( (" 
Commission staff on Thursday, 

Sept. 5, at Irwindale City Hall, oil 
5050 N. Irwindale Ave. c ou ii 

The purpose of the meeting, 
which starts at 3 p.m., is to dis- 
cuss specific air emissions tech- h , ‘ 
nology of the Irwindale waste- „ st(n 
to-energy plant, according to „,Jr! 
Joyce Mason, assistant project 
manager for the commission on , ' 
the Irwindale project. , 

The plant is estimated to re- 
lease six tons of pollutants and f"' 
bum 3,100 tons of garbage daily !.° 
to drive generators that will “ eln ® 
produce 80 megawatts of elec- 
tricity. Th: 

The estimated pollutants have b ? Pj 
alarmed local residents, busi- P |anl 
ness owners and politicians. coran 
Those pollution estimates and °* 11 
.how Pacific Waste arrived at comn 
those estimates will be one of infor 
the topics of discussion at the P are ’ 
workshop, Ms. Mason said. Th< 

The estimates come from datioi 
comparing emissions from other meml 
waste-to-cnergy plants with the decid 
air quality, she said. Pacif: 

The estimates are then fe'd Ihepl 
into a computer program con- Oth 
taining current air pollution ' exam 
readings from around the San will a 


... , . „ ... . Photo by Tom La Barbera 

Ninja actor Sho Kosugi lives in a home that reflects his Oriental heritage. 


Please see STALKER, 
Page A-2 


INSIDE 


Today’s bust bet 
Arthur Pollock of 
Arcadia has lived nine 
decades and he relates 
his life experiences in a 
book, "90 and Counting." 
Pollock said he "told it 
like it is” in his book, 
expounding on 25 cent 
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The walls beside tfce bridge ty. E-beam technology, which means the us 

are covered with wallpaper 4:15 to 4:45 p.m. Response from Pacific Waste tron beams to control emission, 
showing trees and plants.' to requests from commission staff about transmis- 9:15 to 10 .p.m. Public comment. 


Stalker case intensifies 


Continued from Page A-l 

The two cases occurred in Los 
Angeles County, outside the city 
of Los Angeles, police sources 
said. They were added after 
police decided the Night Stalker 
has been operating since Feb¬ 
ruary, said Booth. 

Investigators previously be¬ 
lieved the first Night Stalker 
killing was the March 17 shoots 
ing death of a 35-yebr-oid 
woman, • Dayle Okazaki, in her 
Rosemead condominium. 

Ten of, the Night Stalker’s 
victims were killed in the San 
Gabriel Valley. Two were Arca¬ 
dia women, one a Monrovia 
woman. Two more were siain in 
; Glendale. One was killed in the 
Los Angeles community of Sun 
Valley and another was shot to 
death in San Francisco. 

In addition, police suspect the 
killer is responsible for shoot¬ 
ings, kidnappings, rapes and 
sexual assaults on children in 
the San Gabriel and San Fernan¬ 
do valleys. 

The orange Toyota station 
wagon linked to Sunday’s attack 
in the Orange County communi¬ 
ty of Mission Viejo was reported 
stolen Saturday and then was 
found this week in Los Angeles.- 

Orange County sheriff’s inves¬ 
tigators, meanwhile, declined to 
say whether they found any 
evidence in the car, other than 
the fingerprints. The prints 
don’t belong to the car’s current 
owner, who bought the car a few 
weeks ago, but investigators 
hadn’t yet checked other recent 
owners, said Larry Ragle, direc¬ 
tor of forensic science at the 
Orange County Sheriff-Coro¬ 
ner’s office: 

“We’ve started the process of 
going through criminal records” 


and comparing fingerprints,:" 
Ragle said. ■, , 

Police also reported a woman 
was slain in the city of Orange 
Thursday morning, but investi¬ 
gators with the Los Angeles 
Sheriff ^Department task force 
concluded the killing was not 
the work of the Night Stalker. : 
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New serial killer linked: 
to 7 murders , 14 attacks 


U.S. officials hold 
secret meeting # 
with S Africans 


Returned to sender 


M night-prowling killer YUUIfOtLLr, flUlVlt 
who enters darkened 

homes through unlocked Sheriffs department officials 
*»• doors or windows is sus- yesterday said you can help prevent 
pected of at least 14 recent attacks intruders by: ; 

in Los Angeles County — including ■ Locking an doors and windows at 
seven .murders — and might be night. 

responsible for as many as 30 such ■ Purchasing additional bolt-type 

incidents now under investigation, locks and u-damp locks for sliding 
authorities say. glass doors. * 

The latest attack, in Diamond ■ Contacting your local sheriffs • 


WASHINGTON -Senior Ameri¬ 
can and South African officials met 
yesterday at the US. Embassy fa 
Vienna. Austria, at Pretoria's re¬ 
quest to discuss the situation fa 
South Africa, the White House and 
the State Department said. 

The meeting, the first high-level 
contact between the two govern¬ 
ments since March, included Rob¬ 
ert C. McFarlane, the White House 
national security adviser. Roelof F.' 
Botha, the South African fore'ign - 
minister. Chester A. Crocker, the 
assistant secretary of state for 
African affairs; and Herman W. 
Nickel, the U.S. ambassador to 
South Africa. 

Officials said the South African 
government had indicated that it 


fteagan may seek 
same budget cuts 

WASHINGTON — President 
Reagan wants to propose to 
Congress next year many of the 
deep domestic budget cuts 
rejected this year, the Washington 
Post reported today. 

The Post said Reagan made the 
call for the same cuts in a Cabinet 
meeting yesterday called to 
discuss plans for the 1987 budget 

to ho siihmirtPd in lanjeuv 
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New serial killer linked 
to 7 murders, 14 attacks 


to sender 


By Marks. Warnick 

Herald staff writer • 


A nigh't-prowling killer lUUlWC.Lf , flUlVlg, 
who enters darkened 

homes through unlocked Sheriffs department officiate 
doors or windows is sus- yesterday said you can help prevent 
pected of at least 14' recent attacks intruders by: 

in Los Angeles County — including ■ Locking all doors and windows at s 
seven .murders — and . might be night. 

responsible for as many as 30 such m Purchasing additional bolt-type 
incidents now under investigation, locks and u-clamp locks for sliding 
authorities say. glass doors. ■ s - 

The latest attack, in Diamond ■ Contacting your local sheriffs 

Bar early yesterday, left a Pakistani department substation and requesting 
emigre dead and his wife injured, a security check of your house. 

The string of approximately 30 "People have to take it upon 

cases began in February and in- themselves to undertake some 
eludes attacks across the county, common-sense security measures: 
primarily in the San Gabriel and Lock doors and windows and install 
San Fernando valleys. It involves at adequate outside-lighting," said Los- 
least a dozen murders stretching Angeles County Sheriff Sherman Block. 

from Northridge, 27 miles north- - 

west of downtown Los Angeles, to 
Diamond Bar, about 30 miles east of 
downtown. # ~ 

“We’re talking about something | ( 

that covers a lot of territory,” said * V** A 

sheriff’s Capt. William R. Hinkle. •* j 

The common denominator in all 
of the cases under investigation is 
the method of entry — through an 
unlocked or open window, or a 
,slitlii)g::;^lass.'dQojc-...ln none of the ■ *■ ' " 
attack,s ; Utas'^the -:suspect.' forced •" --V-. “ ' 

en, jy- n Will kiss, 

. .In addition, all of the crimes... 

OccurredTn:liouses:that.h ad-Door. if heal W‘h 
any, outside lighting, . - ' % 

Responding to the wave of. at- —- 

•tacks, Sheriff Sherman Block yes- ByJohn.Flock 
terday called on local residents to Herald staff writer 
undertake .the “simple, precaution-, ' ! " 

ary safety measures” of installing Wjth a ki .. 
adequate outside lighting and lock- division s that si 
mg doors and windows. • wood 

In addition to the sheriff’s de- swept Se 1 
partment, five police departments Terrieno hand,- 
- Los Angeles, Glendale, Monrovia, ^tvofthe fieri 
Arcadia and Monterey Park - are Heilman 
cooperating in the investigation of Terrigno tra 

“VutSes so far have linked ?!!S”i 8 5™°!“ 


over 


} nt Weston J. Hill, who was.given a.one-way plane-ticket to Fiorlda 
irch by Santa Monica police after hewas arrestedmpeatedly for 
nt exposure, talks to reporters uponiiis.return to 'Los Angeles. Hill 
•ested on similar-charges in Miami, and a Florida.radio station paid 
1 back. His lawyer said Hill was taking medication for his mental 
ns and Hill said Santa Monicans have no reason to fear him/A-3. 
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LA mm STALKER’S DEADLY TRAIL 


Northfldgo 

E3 


■ 

VanNuysl-' Valley 


GldndalbvO\ 


XtlPaaadoha 

1 


SI err* 

Madr* ' 

Monrovia 

i\0 : 


fE3gIedock@ 


N utwood 
t.- . . Hills 


S ' Rosemead ’/‘Rami. » 

Atiapi fra ; p ElM optc ^ytna-. 

SrrflMonteroy.PailC' / \ . .'west&vma .. 


Coving-.". •■■•'V 


Los 

-Angeles'! 


if. Pacific,' / VeniceSW 
..Ocean • -• .'•£ 


I Inglewood' @ 


VrwSs/ Whittier 


rS&n 

Diamond 
? :iB*r 'I 


yictimsofSanGabr'ielValieyandSariF^rnandoValleymurdersandassaults,, 


1.MARCH17: baylc0kaMW,:34, wos 
.'dotvj shot to death In her RoSc 
condomiriftim on the 8500 btocl 
Drive.' Her 25-ycar-old roomrriate 
sustained a gunshot wound but suivivcd 
police would not say If birigtaiyito* the 
motive. 

Z JUNE 1: Mabel CloSe Beu;83. and her. 
sister. Flore ncc.Lahg; Olsolri hc^80s. 
were attacked In trietr North Alta Vista 
AvcnuC home In Monrovia . Belt later 'died, 
from bludgeoning Wbu rids sHe receded 
during the assault' Police would not say.M 
a burglary was Involved butthe home was. 
found ransacked. 

3 JUNE 28: An Arcadia schooHoa^ber. 
Patty Elame Higgiris r 32. was found dead 
in her home ot) the 600 block of Naomi 
AvcfiOe dfter her. teaching colleagues 


-became suspreious of Her absence from *’ 

■school. F^cc saklhcr home was - 
ransacked dndbufgfeiticd, - 

4 July. 3: Mary.Cannon. 75: was found 1 
. beaten with her throat^t If*her 
i ransbeked Arrradia home oh thc300Wodc 
6t Hfiycn AVcnUe. 

5;JULY5: *-16.yea*>td grt was attached 
during a burglary of her Sierra Madrc Nome 
oh the. 1100 block ot AmoOrrve sbodiy 
befote 6 a.rivShe survived the^ 
bttidfccohirig assault in which the assailant 
attacked her UK>e?b6dy. 

6.;jULY.7r Joyce Nelson. 61. was found 
•shot todeath by.ariThtiUdei WHO* 
apparently twrglanzcd her home oh the 
300 block of Artight Street in Moritcroy 

; PahC: '' • ‘ ‘ 


* 7. Italy 17: Miguel Paerwas arrested by- 
police on Orange Grove Boulevard irt 
Pasadena'as a possible suspcctiri the 
OkarakiTTiadir, Hdttcver He *as>deascd' * 
Ihe next day. 

8; JULY 20: Camor eng Khovahaoth. 32. 
wa^ fatanfshotwhiJe asieeqki the early 
morning hours Of an intruder who entered • 
his homebnthd l3000 b&X of ' 
Schoonbom Street in Sun V«*ey. H«s wife. 
Somkid. and’^ jriar-old son Werebealcn 
by the assailant fctk> escapod with money 
and jewelry'wofthbbput $30,000. ' \ 

;9 tJULV 20: Maisoh tOrefetftg and his 
•wife Lcla were shot to death by an 'intruder, 
entered ihUGteridate hdme on itie • 


motive for the assarlant who escaped with 
an tmkndwh amount of£wcify. 

10. AUQUST«:Chnstopherand Vtfg^ia, 
Peterson were attacked by an Intruder 
•who entered their home bn the 18000 
b*ock.bf Acre Street m Northridge. Ihe 
assaiBntvoke them up after entering the 
House through an untocked sl-dfig glass ■ 
dooK Both were shot.ln the head with a 
' smaa caUier pistol as.they lay In bed. but 
survived the shooting. * r * 

. 11/AUQUfT B: ElyasA5ow8th;.35. W3s 
. shot to death eartyLathrLmomingbyan . 
(ntritterlnfvs home on the 2 1000 block 
of Pmehiil Lane In Diamond Bar. Hs wife. 
Sakih3 < 28. was;assau»ted and.raped/ . 


uh^krtsii^0^^'^'oflSi6 t tonry d-.Pq^ce Md; 

say 1 hata»»cni!/tiirg!aiy was IK. nol>ay Kbw^*K3.pdH^moftft;, 


EPA map reveals G 
lakes vulnerable tc 


: Actd/Continued from A: C • t 

; > ;A.C 3 if«h'researcher measured 1 
:lo 6 ;lh;Cor 6 na dcliMar-ibat/gaveta c 
pH-rating bf' 1 . 6 . a.Ievel of acidity f 
;: roughly -equal to. toilet .jbowl I 
: cleaner; saia' Barbara'SUIIIvan.. ex- 
ecijUve'dlrector Bf the .‘coalition; 

*' “It's-ciear-tbat-unless 1 We meet ••! 
: thtethreathead-On, California,may - 
well suffer the tragedy'tKat affects • 
■the Northeastern, statds “.fStiUlfan-. i 

■ rf^ . . ‘ 

■ - Until, now. acid raln-was consld- i 

• 'ereda problcrmpnmarilyaffllcting ; 
* the nation's.Northeast; 
j f The'coalition; accompanied v by, | 

■ | government pdllutlon.'experts, run- , 
| velled anrEnVIronmentil Protectlon . 

j.'Agency'map.atr.a nenS.cohfefence ,| 

j yesteraay. inrtHe hiHs.above Paclfle .j 
J {palisades'overlooking h- hazy Xos 
|:Aiige!es_; Basin. fThe map' showed 
g.California'Kamthe highest number .! 
I of- highly ‘sensitive lakes in* -the • 

-West . : J. _i 

'Accordingitp''tte:'EP/l;rthe'map~. 
was' cdinpleledr an9 released, to ' 
h sclentifiCrTesearch groups In 1984;- It- 
is based on Shalysesrof the pH leveis e. 
in- surface'lakes, measuring* them; * 
, for their alkali content Alkali 
neutralizes add;' ' .' ’ 

" Thfe map ‘had'.'tiot bee'n widely 
e .-publicized untll'.yesiefday, environ- , 

■ ;menial''grou‘ps-sa!d, , y 

i High SletTa lakes arc at .risk 
because they are generally very.low 
:iit ailtall .ahd.-'because they, are . 
suriotindeii;byrgranlte;:.which.ian- 
■ :not. neutralize-acid; ;. 

The phliulloit expem:saidtadd- 
raih is hot llkdiy-to; become;'a 
-prohleni-in tafc Ahgcle4;'b'erause_' 


Series of slayings, attaete linked to single assailant 


Murders/Continued from A-! . ■■■■BBBEHaa 

onesuspeel to nearly half the cases ThCVC ClfSSpSCijic 
because of similarities i n those hphdvinr ttdttprnx 
attacks nrid-dcScriptions hrSviaed' ^puviur puiusm* , 


attack's .-irid.'dckriptionS 'provIdcd- 
hj> surytyort 

While pffidals.note some differ¬ 
ences In apes and. ethnic baefc- 


once entry is 
made. There’s the 


grounds of the-victims, along with «f f rih n i l dc«- A F 
-varying sizes- of- the households qy . 

■ attach rabid 

laritiesdirt.'the •fftnltaokJalwlIoVed. ':a -*..31 /jci/J: . 

•farrjed^out'.by-a-ldnb suspcci- ‘ CllttlltlCltlOtt OJ Cl '[ 

fs^Jtmejicmd^P^ 

kic said: "raw e's;thc suddenhesj or- brUtdl dttack Upon 
attack,-taplddcllmlnaiion-of a inale » _ • : 

occupant and-brutal attack upon Ifje jetnulC 

‘"SliSidg M occupant* • - f' -I -; 

makes aii imfordcdl hhlf}; Once .. .. • 

Inslde. herSMfci^flt' thO occUpafili him-tthe suspect) from--anything. 

^.DUDit. f.MtPuorn Mnl alUnf-n rvl-hlc- i. .lir’i .l-I '.su- 


I ' 




HattGoek Park sla^ 
df gay love triatig] 

' HnhKwiVCohtlriuodfromAM. ” * Ac 
v ‘ worn! 

: . .The' 'ibree‘; 3 Mii^- -I^fffi3' -isiew- .liami 

. fdiihd.-by-a gardener-at the 338 quart 

• Kdrth 'Uicerhe' Ayeniic 'residence mohf 
shortly Before noon-yesterday, po- 

•llctj ialdl .Ttid home, 'on' a quiet- and 
. residential street of-well-manfcured. sald-l 

• laWnC'tleS' Jilsl^ sdhth ."of Melrdjc prbvl 
- Aypnlie,-vlrttlaliy on -the Hancock II 
-.Parkthdriler.-- '. *- *-•• - now. 




im-m 






itii. 


pattCrn.has.as.yct'dmerged.regard- good investigative .ptacUccs.- 
ing weapons. ylctlms;and -tfmo or But- Officials- wer&confidehf in 
dates of attack, authorities safd; lilnkini-inbre than-a dozen of-the 
Victims hnke boon shot; slashed or dtucfcs to a 'lohe slupect 
bludgeoned: Some of thc. femSle “We feeTthere are ehdugh.simi. 
victims -have, been rapedr-before'c la Hties ani 6 rig.tBa-M.' v Hrhklesald. 
•hotag killed: -THcfe'Vcq-: weUdnarbe sufficient 

The V ctims-.haye renged-in age simUarities in.the femaihticf.-- 
from.ia to.itl-.thelf. 8 ps, Amongilho, j n iu 0 f the cases; authorities 
urgets have.beeh.houses Inhabited .believe, -the suspect -selected his 
by families, marrietf couples, ..targets after' prowling' "for eisy, 
women roommatps- and women -iihihipOdcd■'citin', 

.ilving'.alone:. - • . -In-Sbhie d£ the iheidents. the 

Not UhlikS were rdhsacked. after the 

by the sUspoct nkVe bhetUKII edr'a assaults- In others, nothing was 

fact fof.-whlcH.SUlHoHtlw kald IhdV Vakhn, 

have n.D oxbtafiailoli. 'Why-ho'S; Thfe attacks Tiave occurred be. 




CdmdCTOffi^liremoVe.thelMdrof p^s Abowath from his home'U ptamorld Bar. 


facf for whlch-IUlHoilHca WW IkdV -Vakhni 

have no oxbtafiailoli. 'Why ho'»; Thfe attacks Tiave .occurred be- 
allowed 'individuals W-Uvjf^U M 10 p.m. and 6 a.m:. mostly on 
dnswer thats-lh his-heftti, HIMmC" occupants-of oiic-story, slrigle-fam- 
sa ‘“;.j,. ... .'...'j, ... , Hst fdsiden'ccsl in tKeihoioriCgof 

Children w^d iiUldo several of gases under Investigation,, on'iry 
the ho«eS|.hut llbnft-W«5-liii(ircdr~( n to--lhe house-cbuld hot- be-seen- 
Authorities ycljlerdsy fomilned froniihe street,'Hiiikle said. 
uhccrtaltt.jirh'ether/btt'B stlip6fc|swaS Thesuspecthelievedtorihectcd 
involved In all 30 cases utidcr to at lelst l4 cases was described as 
Invostigatlort. saying theywereeblr- w-hltet Possibly Hlspanic. ago'iS'td: 
tlnuing to search fo'r evidence 30, about 5 febltill, withdark.-curly 
llnking tho-lncidents. hair and gapped, very 'discolored 

“Wo haven't really eliminated teeth. 


ile Is considered responsible-tor 
yesterday's murder in Diamond 
Bar. . * 

Killed'in the d:a.m. atiack-iii-hU 
homcih-thc21300 block, of PitiehHI 
tahe wps Eljms ^bowaih, 35 He 
died of p gunshot wound tb ihe 
head, thd sheriffs•departroeht-re.' 
ported- _ . - ’ '• 

Abowath’s wife, Siklna, 23,'w-ai 
beaten by the suspect- She was 
tt-eifta at £ nearbi' hinpitaf and. 
relcasiid In good condition. 

The cOUplo's two sons, ages 3 and- 


3 month5,iwere ii6t harmed. 

Auth'orities-hayc refused tb dll- 
close ihe exacVlotahohs’ bf.-all the 
bita'cks,sayirig;they.fear-thfe disclo- 

Sire would'-cause-panic In those 
afcas-iiloilUohtid-a'nd create a falsl- 
senSe of securlly tn others. The 
Sttatks linked'tb-ihe one stispect, 
tiowevef.. ^occurred -in-.. }ibntcr<v- 
-Barb- Suhlaiidj Glendale, 'Arcadia, 
Northridge andiDfimond: Bar.ac 1 

cording to bfflclals. "' 


The ages :bf;the othertwo.men 
were not kriow;n, but one was- i 
believed to be sbmewher'e.bbtwobii 1 
18 tb 25'a’nd the other iii Hlinild-SOs: , 
Around 5 .aim.. yratefdaS’i £■ c 
: neighbor heard- broken-:gllss.'fb|. . 

’ lowed.by'multrpfeaoMds-tHitfSho 
billeved;wcre‘gunshoU(. • ’ 

"i; heard- glass being -Jifokbn," ? 
: rtlddeancHe'PavlsS-"Iigotmp..to'see J 
‘If abyorie was breaking trilb a-car.'I : 
didh't see ahjdhihg.! weni back to : 
: bed; then! heard .dive or six siiarp 
-'■sounds. I* wash k sure - if ...they, were 
.. shots br.'somcoBe' hamme'rihg' with • 
a hammer .’ 1 .... - 

• Mt-wsa 'one^ound~-iilj 3 s,ilke - 
«glass- breaking," addcd-'anotficr 
j neighbor,, wholdecllhedib g|ye-he.r- 
r name; She saidshe dld not-hear the- • 
sgunshots. . *. -■'-*• • 

I Stephens said'the.house-had at 
ileast..one-,broken wihdosv,, though 
he'didn't'knoWUf.that-was hbw'.the - 
.ksullant entered the -house, Ste- 
jihensiald thbre were several tele- 
jihones. In: titb'llbale, most bf-'whlch * 
nad-thbir cbrds'cflt- ", 


Herald italf writer David Chad 
aoniributed to this -story. 


over as mayor of > 

*.W, HotIVwoGd/Contihuod rrom'AJ • the; 

corn 

TcrfignO would Serve /or eight I do 
months and thea hand over the as U 

Toliic. lA.Uollmo"— I -- *- • - - » t*. 











® All-Stars leave for world series play. See Page C-l 
0 Social Security marks 50th birthday. See Page A-5 



Rape: it still remains the untold crime 



Many won’t report assaults because they know attackers 


By LISA LOWERY 

Staff Writer 

More times than not one of 
the most dehumanizing violent 
crimes a person can survive 
goes unreported to authorities. 

Rape usually is kept secret 
also from family and friends, 
leaving only those who have 
been raped-to know the person¬ 
al trauma and the reasons why 
so many women do not report 
rapes. 

Why has rape become the 

Reward now 
at $15,000 
for killer 


\\ 


APEF 


(APE 


RAPE 


untold crime? 

Rape by a stranger is really 
the. exception, said Rochelle 
Coffey, assistant director of the 
Pasadena YWCA Rape Hotline. 
Most perpetrators are known 


to the woman, she said, and that 
is the primary reason why 
women refrain from reporting 
rapes to the police. 

On the average, from half to 
three quarters of the 40 to 45 
ra$e cases the hotline handles 
per month go unreported to 
authorities. 

About half of the acquaint* 
ance-rape and adult-incest cases 
reported to the hotline take 
place in the woman’s own home, 
and these crimes are even less 


First in a series 


likely lo end up in court, accord¬ 
ing to hotline personnel. 

Much of the reason for not 
reporting, rapes is the victim's 
freque'ht lack of faith in the 
criminal justice system, Ms. 
Coffey explained — and some¬ 
times with good reason. 

If the woman reports the 


crime, "many times the district 
attorney won’t file charges on a 
case because of lack of evidence 
as with many other types of 
crimes," Ms. Coffey said. 

One of the primary reasons 
women do not report rape is 
because they fear they will be 
victimized by the system: the 


same probing questions asked 
repeatedly or the case being 
drawn out over a long period of 
time, Ms. Coffey said. 

Training programs designed 
to educate officers on how to 
handle such sex crime victims 
have been instigated, and that 
kind of complaint has declined 
considerably, she added. 

That kind of harassment often 

Please see EXPERTS’, 
Page A-2- 


Death of Mitchell 
won’t affect contract 

By BRAD HAUGAARD :/r . -./A:—~ Tfr? 

S1 Thed'eath of former Arcadia 

Police Chief Charles Mitchell concerning the city’s ; 
does not affect the $117,864 • 1 

consulting contract between 
and the citv. accordins 
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MURDER SUSPECT 

... composite drawing 

By LAURA NICHOLSON 
Special Correspondent 

The Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors Tuesday 
offered a $10,000 reward for 
information that leads to the 
arrest and conviction of the 
person responsible for a series 
of murders and attacks in the 
San Gabriel and San Fernando 
valleys. 

The reward brings to $15,000 
the amount of money being of¬ 
fered for information leading to 
the killer. 

Last month the Arcadia City 
Council approved a $5,000 
reward. 

The Board of Supervisors 
voted unanimously to offer the 
reward “for information lead¬ 
ing to the identification, appre¬ 
hension and conviction of the 
person or persons responsible 
for these so-called night stalker- 
/walk-in burglar crimes.” 

The person has been directly 
connected to six murders in the 
San Gabriel and San Fernando 
valleys and may be involved 


Photo by Barrett 

Coming and going — Philip Savage, left, First Avenue and Huntington Driv 
and Felix Farfarr busily mow. the lawn on site is currently waiting for a red 
the city owned vacant lot at the corner of ment project to get under way. 


Plan will keep swap meet go 

v A rrmr i»r» a ttvtiyt t •.**.»* . ^—' 


By KATHY BRAIDHILL 
Staff Writer 

Swap meet customers of the 
Edwards Drive-In Theater must 
park in a.parkffigJot in order to 
attend thfe event, under a plan 
devised Monday by the county 
Regional Planning Commission 
to alleviate complaints from 
neighbors about the weekend 
event. 

In a unanimous vote before 
350 residents and vendors, the 
commission suspended revoca¬ 
tion of the swap meet permit 
and gave Edwards Cinemas, 
which operates the drive-in at 
4469 Live Oak Ave., 90 days to 
secure enough parking to han¬ 
dle vendors and sellers. 


Within those 90 days, the 
theater company is to refuse 
entry to the swap, meet to people 
unless they have -a free ticket, 
available only to those who park 
in one of Edwards’ parking lots. 

Commissioner Delta Murphy, 
an appointee of Supervisor Pete 
Schabarum in the First District, 
where the drive-in is located, 
suggested the idea. 

“It appears to be a very work¬ 
able plan,” said James Edwards, 
president of Edwards’ Cinemas. 
“I think it will solve the parking 
problem.” 

Swap meet vendors, who pick¬ 
eted the supervisors’ meeting on 
Temple Street in Los Angeles 
before the commission meeting, 


also favored the plan. 

“We are promoting 
can — to park in the 
vendor Peggy Pierce.' 

The 813 vendors, 
say the closure of the 
will put hundreds of ] 
depend on the weel 
out of a job, which i 
were picketing. 

The majority of t 
attending the Mond; 
were vendors, who c: 
meeting in three buse 
by Edwards. At an ea 
ing, many residents c 
spoke against conti 

Pleasei 


Reward now 

at $15,000 


H'^eeroucE, Major crime drops 8.3% loct 



Major crime in foothill area cities dropped an 
i HSM e --OiA 3 ^e^nt,jast„v.e.ar._accordina-.to_ 


percent drop, while violent crime ai 













Arcadian John Lucarelli 


Italy honors 

Arcadia businessman John 
Lucarelli recently was awarded 
the Order of Merit of the Italian 
Republic, an honor parallel with 
British knighthood. 

The honor came as a surprise 
to Lucarelli, who has operated 
his imported ceramic tile and 
marble company on east Hun¬ 
tington Drive since 1981. He.has 
lived in this country since 1964 
and now lives in the Pasadena 
area with his wife, Stase, and 
their three children. 

This honor was awarded by 
the Italian government consul¬ 
ate general’s office in Los An¬ 
geles largely due to his volun¬ 
teer work within the Italian 


community, but other groups . 
and U.S. government officials 
have honored Lucarelli for vari¬ 
ous acts of volunteerism. 

He has worked with and 
chaired, numerous committees 
and groups assisting disaster 
victims, cancer research, the 
elderly and children. 

One of the tasks for which 
Lucarelli has continued to vol¬ 
unteer his time is heading up 
the organization of the Italian 
section of the Columbus D?»y 
Parade in Los Angeles. For this, 
he was honored by the County 
of Los Angeles, and Mayor Tom 
Bradley presented the award. 


As an added plus for Lucarel¬ 
li, he met the Dogers’ Tommy 
Lasorda at the awards presenta¬ 
tion. Lasorda is also a receipient 
of the Italian Order of Merit. 

Lucarelli beamed with pride 
wheti he spoke about meeting 
the Los Angeles baseball clubls 
manager. And he quickly ran 
through the list of his accom¬ 
plishments on volunteer con)*' 
mittees. . 

When asked what the honor 
meant to him, he said, “I just try 
to help with volunteer work- 
.. .I’m very proud to have it. I 
just wish my dad were alive to 
see it.” 


Swap meet will continue operating 


Continued from Page A-l 
swap meet. 

The commission this week 
focused on problems about traf¬ 
fic and parking and did not hear 
testimony from vendors about 
the effect of closing the swap 
meet. 

■A representative of the resi- 
dentSj however, said the plan 
was only a patchwork approach. 

“I don’t think we have a .solu¬ 
tion yet,” said Robert Elwood, 


who added that residents will be 
monitoring parking, crowds, 
noise and pedestrian traffic and 
will report to county planning 
staff if there any problem?. 

“Mr. Edwards can’t-guarentee 
that they won’t be handing out 
tickets to everyone,” Elwood 
added. -' . 

Because the drive-in earlier 
had no parking lots, buyers and 
sellers doing business at the 
weekend swap meet parked on 
surrounding residential streets. 


As the swap meet grew, traf¬ 
fic and lack, of parking upset 
neighbors who complained 
about noise and crowds to the 
county Board of Supervisors. 

Following a letter and petition 
drive, the board ordered a revo¬ 
cation hearing before the com¬ 
mission. 

Edwards bought a 9.3-acre, lot 
in Irwindale, which is across Sie 
street from the drive-in, but city 
officials there say the lot must 
be developed with an industrial 
or manufacturing use. 


Police continue search for attacker 


Continued from Page A-l 

with as many as 30 different 
assaults and murders that a 50- 
member task force is studying. 

“The fear is everywhere. ... 
The fear is in every city,” said 
Supervisor Kenneth Hahn, who 
seconded the reward motion by 
Supervisor Pete Schabarum. 

Schabarum represents the 
East San Gabriel Valley district 
where several of the assaults 
occurred. 

“This is a county-wide prob¬ 
lem,” Schabarum said. The 
board has offered .rewards in 
connection with other sensation¬ 
al crimes, including the notori¬ 


ous Hillside Strangler killings. 

Meanwhile, Monrovia police 
officers cordoned off a hquse.in 
the 400 block of West Colorado 
Boulevard Tuesday where l a 20- 
year-old woman reported she 
was assaulted by a man similar 
to the killer depicted in police 
drawings. 

' The woman told police a man 
knocked at her door about 2 
a.m., entered with a pair of scis¬ 
sors, hacked off a piece of her 
hair and struck her, said Lt. 
Robert Page of the Monrovia 
Police Department. 

Investigators cordoned off the 
home to collect any available 


evidence but did not believe the 
incident was connected to other 
local attacks, Page said. > 

The killer apparently last 
struck Aug. 8 when a 35-year- 
old man was shot and killed in 
his Diamond Bar home and hi? 
wife was sexually assaulted. 

That murder has been con¬ 
nected by police to two murders, 
in Arcadia, one in Rosemead, 
one in Monrovia and one in Sun 
Valley. 

The assailant was referred to 
as an “intruder” or “walk-in 
burglar” because of his habit of 
picking neighborhoods then 
looking for easy access through 
open doors or windows. 
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Entertainment,; C-5 • Art/Boiok^ 


By MEG SULLIVAN, 

For theStar-Ncw* 

T he’hour is approaching: niidr 
night as a Well-kept lahe It* 
residential^ Arcadia goes, to 
sleep,.one. windowiataitimp; , 

A string'Of street lighli illuminate; 

tidy-lawhs,.nianicured'hedgesandah 

occasional parked car. Ekcept.for the 
whir ota lone sprinklerand the dbne 
of traffic on-nearby-Santa Anita. Ave- 
nuejlall is quiet.' ’ 

Just; one irregularity mars the pte 
tur Aprsuburban .perfection. A-.fqrgpt? 
ten- light flickers: inside ;one ofithe 
parkedcars.' 

Suddenly,, aiband. ofypuths:wearing 
* w ““ ‘ 4<: i icprnei/iqpkinfe 


Unique patrols of self-styled: law enforcers' 
taking to quiet streets of Sap Gabriel Valley 


red berets: turns the 
aboufcaiihaiienduta- _ _ .. T _. 

the light, two of them dash tr, inform 

the. occupants of the nearest: house, 
while- the othets-Sta'ndvin.rigid a'tlen- 

fflA. graying- gentleman, -chooses .pre. 
f« el y this mom.eht-.fo -walk-his diSg.- 
fepaving a. ranch-style-bungalow, he ' 
ifehiesface.td-face.wilh Uiii crowd:and 
•Sands blinking In disbelief. 

The-red beret leader-altempls'sew- 
eral.tirnes to-explain-what'he and his 

nine comrades arc.doing on the quiet 
street; but -the elderly man doesn’t 
appear to understand. 

The residents of ’the house; mean¬ 
while; fail to answer their door — 
restrained-either by sleep-or reports 
of a-killer. oft the loose. . 

Such ls;a typical night.out with the 
■Guardian Angels in the San-Gabriel- 















































































I said, jamming my needlepoint in Shebag- 
“Is this an ultimatum?” 

“You bet your sweet bird it is. I hope you 
and Dr. Ruth out there will be very Sappy/-'! 

At that point a male nude batha-jwsarir^ 
only a wedding ring jumped into tlfe>jw8t£f 
and joined our nymph friend on thfereefc 
My husband said, “Now he’s slime.” 

It’s funny. He struck me as someone who 
would be very nice to his mother. 


■can't because li 
fc:doing his horj 
35.) 

1 have gues'- 
fiiver this often 
■iy I go to thei’ 
joommate says 
like her boyfriei 
he comes here, j 
unfair to me. M 
insists it’s her r 
guests whenever 

Recently I wj 
that her mothe; 
for a month’s sta 
tolerate because 
nitely a beginii 
end; with the! 
there’s no end. j 

She may want, 
him, but I don’t.' 
communicate wi 


i turned to salt statues. . - asked. “She looks like she has a nice per- 

She resumed her way to the water, sonality.” 
searching the shoreline -for rocks. At one “She has the intelligence of a food pro¬ 
point, my husband cleared his throat and I cessor.” , SjSe.sgag 
thought he was going to say something, but '• “You clggjggpiow that either,” he 
he didn't. snapped. ij§i§?g 

Finally, she entered the water and swam “When PM&A0- an ankle bracelet on in 
put to a rock about 50 feet away .and salt water, you’re not too bright.” 
stretched out to catch some rays. “Well, she obviously comes from a good 

! My husband turned to me and said, “Did family. Possibly military." 


She puts off everything — and then regrets it 


DEAR VIRGINIA: The problem is .me. hours. She treated herself in the middle of 

No one else to blame. I have a heart of a iUfS&d the morning if she had kept to her allocated 

husband, a cute apartment and nice, sweet 50Kjg|||§|Sw llinAIUIH time for each household duty. It worked for 

parents on both sides. I’ve been married UIKIllNIll a y ear . as 1 remember, and the old pattern 

two years and I am failing. began again. Even loving her husband dear- 

My husband is 23 and I’m 19, and he has a If AV ly wasn't motivation enough, and the mar- 

good job that supports us both. He doesn’t II HI riage ended. She left to find a lob and han- 

want me to work outside, but I baby-sit _ die the difficult life of a si^f&Eher. 

some to heip with extras . The problem is lack (tffiSftff&tion and 

What s wrong is that I can’t make up my you do need to psSiB# vnnrself 

mind about things, and I can’t get anything know your own faults. You are not alone in J 

done on time, or maybe I don’t get at them putting things off. We all have the manana 

at all. I’m never on time either, and it is pil- tendency to some degree. It is hard work g ' ‘ 

mg up so that he is getting irritated. for most of us to set ourselves down to all ect , at , home ’ f , club ’. a c ass or '' oIunteer 

1 I don’t like cooking, so I put it off and those letters we should write, to make tele- WOI ' k - A . n f w interest could provide an m- 
find myself reading a book and eating candy phone calls to friends, to visit those who centive to buny to get the housework done 
until it’s almost time for dinner. Then I cannot come to us, all the million and one s0 y° u co b ld do_whatyou really enjoy. You 
have to throw it together and he says it things that require us to try for better orga- ma y need a *ew therapy sessions to help 
tastes like it. I know this sound dumb, but I nizing our days. you. 

don’t know what to do about it. I just think, Some years ago a friend fell into the same Tomorrow woji’t always do. It is later 
"I’ll do better tomorrow.” Can you help? slump that you are in. She programmed than we think, so'I’d better get to work. I’d 

sDUMBELL herself each day. She gave herself a certain better get to my next column and column 
DEAR DUMBELL: You are hot dumb,-you length of time for each activity for the 12 mail. Hi ho, and off to work we go. 


Angels: Keeping the lookout in San Gabriel Valley 

Continued from Page C-l As for the question of vigilantism, the ago, and calls to law enforcement offic 


of each trainee, the Guardian Angels say 
that they do telephone police departments 
for criminal records. 

5 A criminal record may preclude member¬ 
ship in the group and to become full- 
fledged members, prospective Guardian 
Angels either have to have a job or be en¬ 
rolled in school. 
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Four shot after 
domestic dispute 

One person was in very critical 
condition and three others were 
wounded in a shooting stemming 
from a domestic dispute near the 
Los Angeles Coliseum last night. 

After the shooting in the 1200 
block of West 42nd Street at 9:10 
p.m., the body of an unidentified 
male was dumped at Normandie 
Boulevard and 51st Street, police 
said. One woman and three men 
were hospitalized. Police said the 
woman was holding an infant, who 


Little chance seen 
/hr more survivors 

UENOMURA, Japan (AP) — Res- 
cue workers carved out a makeshift 
helicopter pad atop a remote moun¬ 
tain ridge early today and began 
removing bodies from the shat¬ 
tered Japan Air Lines jet that 
crashed and killed as many as 520 
people. 

Rescue workers found four fe¬ 
males alive yesterday after seeing a 
hand move in the debris, but police 
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By Rubon Castanoda 

Herald staff writer 


Police give suspects' names to Immigration 


£3 n an effort to stop undocu- 
[ 'I mented aliens who are migrat- 
ing north in droves to sell 
Lia drugs in the city's Rampart 
area, Los Angeles police have 
begun an alliance with immigration 
authorities aimed at deporting drug 
dealers. 


"It's a big problem and it's 
getting bigger." LAPD Deputy 
Chief Clyde Cronkhite said. “It's 
just come to a-crescendo the last 
couple of years.” 

The three-month-old drug en¬ 
forcement program. "Retake the 
Streets." which focuses on the 


Rampart area west of downtown, 
has resulted in 1,692 drug arrests. 63 
percent of which were made op 
illegal immigrants. Cronkhite said. 

Most of the immigrants, primar¬ 
ily from Mexico and Central Amer¬ 
ica. are believed to have come to 
Los Angeles with the intention of 


selling drugs in the Rampsn. area 
— a dramatic departure from past 
years, when illegal immigrants iic 
counted for a much smaller per¬ 
centage of people arrested for. drug 
dealing. 

Word has gotten around *a 
Mexico and Central America that 


"you eon eoroe to L.A. and sell dope, 
and hers iPampart) is the place to 
do H." Cronkhite said. 

To corjtat the growing problem, 
investigates involved in "Retake 
the Streets" last week gave the 
Imraigratier. and Naturalization 
Service tfce names of suspects 


whom they believe are in the 
country illegally and who have had 
charges filed against them. 

Police and immigration officials 
outlined the plan last night during 
a meeting of 150 people, almost all 
of them Hispanic, at Berendo Jun¬ 
ior High School. The plan was 
warmly received. 

"It's good. You have to fight 

Dnigs/A-9. Col. 2 


Rescuers 
go through 


SL'S 


Ganging up against Night Stalker 


Frightened 
citizens gather; 
supervisors offer 
$10.000 reward 


By Timothy Carlson 
and Chris Woodyard 

Herald staff writers . 


T he brutal killing of a 30-year- 

old Monterey Park woman 


■ old Monterey Park woman 
may be linked to the elusive Night 
Stalker, who is connected to at 
least 14 recent attacks including 
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dealing. 
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Mexico and Central America that 


"you can come to L.A. and sell dope, 
and here (Rampart) is the place to 
do it,” Cronkhite said. 

To combat the growing problem, 
investigators involved in “Retake 
the Streets” last week gave the 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Service the names, of suspects' Dmgs/A-9, Col. 2 
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of them Hispanic, at Berendo Jun¬ 
ior High School. The plan was 
warihly received. 

“It's good. You have to fight 
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Ganging up against Night Stalker 


Frightened 
citizens gather; 
supervisors offer 
$10, OOO reward 

By Timothy Carlson 
and Chris Woodyard 

Herald staff writers 

T he brutal killing of a 30-year- 
old Monterey Park woman 
may be linked to the elusive Night 
Stalker,' who is connected to at 
least 14 recent attacks including 
seven murders, Los Angeles 
County sheriff’s. investigators said 
yesterday. 

Meanwhile, reacting to the ter¬ 
ror that has gripped county resit 
"dents,, the Board, pf Supervisors 
yesterdayoffered a 510,000 reward 
for the stalker. ' ■■ 

Sheriff’s Capt. William R. Hin¬ 
kle said the March 17 shooting of 
Tsal-lian Yu, 30, of Monterey Park 
is among the cases under investi¬ 
gation by a task force of detec¬ 
tives. 

He said Yu was pulled from her 
car in the 500 block of Alhambra 
Avenue at 11:45 p.m., about an 
hour after Dayle Okazaki, the 
Night Stalker’s first confirmed 
- murder victim, was shot to death 
in her condominium. 

Okazaki’s home is about two 
miles, from where Yu was shot 
repeatedly by the man who 
I yanked her from her car .at a stop 
- sign. The man fled in a car. 

In Los Angeles yesterday, Su¬ 
pervisor Pete-Schabarum said, “It 
is important that .(members of) this 
board do all we can to help in 
? bringing the person or persons 
1 responsible for these senseless 


Capt Walt Mitchell displays Neighborhood tVatclvsigns available from LAPD offices as .part of crime-prevention program. Fear/A-9 ; Col. 4 


ilifomians split 
ly on divestment 


ornians 
about 
govern- 
ves of 
South 
change 
:ording. 


The poll found that 43 percent of 
those state residents expressing an 
opinion on the increasingly contro¬ 
versial issue said they disapprove of 
divestment, while 41 percent ap¬ 
prove of the action. 

The poll also found a similar s$& 
about whether Congress and Pr«H8 
dent- Reagan should do more 
pressure South Africa to end 16 # 

S»aJ!/A-8, Col. 1 


Arsonists bum home 
of wife of black leader 

Arsonists in South Africa burned down 
the home of Winnie Mandeis, wife of 
an imprisoned black leader. She 
accused police of setting the fjre/A-S, 

labor union supports 
Headley on divestment 

flfrarTom Bradley's push for 
; ---ivstment was endorsed by one of 
labor unions representing city 
government workers/A-8. 
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AIDS discrlMiiatkd ordinance 


By Jamas Jones 

Herald staff writer 


A Los Angeie-,0 Cife- Coaftsij 
committee yesterday vateel f. 
ban on discrimination against AIDS 
victims, a problem the ordinance's 
sponsor said is dramatically increas¬ 
ing in the city. 

The proposed ordinance was 
annroverl nnanimnitclu hut not 


iSad gutted of sections which 

S id sot criminal penalties that 
■k~ a urged by its sponsor, 
Woel Wachs. 

. Tbaptd^osal is scheduled to go 
|s« the futi council for a vote today. 

Wachs urged swift action on the 
proposal, saying that about half of 
the people with acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome filing com- 

Ainc/A.o rvii o 
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I “Little Shaver” 
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I “Little Shaver," lhe third issue in Bcisey -»* 1 

Bradley's acclaimed plaic series, A.Father* ^ ‘''l 

Love, is a heartwarming'ponrayal of the special 
-moment in a man's life, when, his-young son. ,7 ’ 

• eager to be just like Dad, proudly mimics his * 
cdaily.ritual. With skill and sensitivity, Ms. , 

Bradley transforms this familiaj episode into a •* 

-loving tributc-to the ioy of fatherhood. •" '-T 

■Little Shavcf is crafted^in line Knowles 
• China in an edition limited to one hundred firing- ‘ p i, 
.days; Since thcTirst plate in this soughtrafterse- ', 
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Name-droppers 
and Night Stalkers 

Y et another grisly nickname has 
entered the civic vocabulary. The 
Night Stalker is in our midst. 

He started out in the middle of 
last week as a “bedroom intruder.” That 
was after the shooting of a couple in 
Northridge. 

The next day, following an attack in 
Diamond Bar, he was a “home invader,” 
and after that a “night-prowling killer.” 

By Friday the police had speculated that 
one man might be responsible for as many 
as 30 such incidents currently under 
investigation. At that point the man, 
assuming there really is only one man 
' behind all this horror, took on a new and 
, more ominous identity. The Herald dubbed 
him the Night Stalker in its front-page 
i headline, and over a map showing the- 
; locations of 11 assaults and murders in the 
San Fernando Valley and the San Gabriel 
' Valley, we ran the headline “L.A. NIGHT 
• STALKER’S DEADLY TRAIL.” 

That made it official. 

Other people and agencies have tried 
other names since then. Channel 4 calls 
him the Walk-In Murderer, which doesn't 
have much of a lilt. For a time some cops 
were calling him the 818 Murderer, due to 
the fact — give thanks for extremely small 
favors — that he hasn’t killed anyone % 
the 213 area. 

City News Service’s Norman Jacet^i&e - 
dean of Los Angeles police reporters anci a 
man who has named several of these 
monsters in the past, dubbed this one the 
Valley Invader. That’s not bad, but it makes 
him sound like some new and unpromising 
USFL team. Here at the Herald, reporters 
and editors also toyed with the Welcome 
Mat Murderer, the Back Door Man and still 
another high-concept monicker, the 
Midnight Rambler. 

None of them could top the name that 
had topped Friday’s story, however. 
Yesterday our story went with The Night 
Stalker. So did one distributed by United 
Press International. The Associated Press 
used Night Stalker in its identifying slug, 
and Paul Harvey, following the Herald’s 
lead, did a Night Stalker piece in 
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Guardian Angels 
to live up to name 


By KATHY BRAIDHILL 

Special Correspondent 

If you’re a woman living alone in the San Gabriel Valley 
and are fearful of the Night Stalker — now said to have 
killed 14 people in at least 33 brutal assaults — you can 
summon a Guardian Angel to stand guard while you sleep. 

Starting Tuesday, 15 to 20 Guardian Angels will be staying 
overnight in homes throughout the valley to discourage and 
confuse the Night Stalker and to protect and comfort resi¬ 
dents, said Danny Lewis, chapter leader of the West Los 
Angeles Guardian Angels. 

The new program comes as local Neighborhood Watch 
groups are undertaking similar efforts to guard against the 
Night Stalker. 

Monterey Park police last week began “Operation Night 
Watch.” Police are inviting the city’s 200 Neighborhood 
Watch block captains to set up schedules for neighbors who 



Please see ANGEL, 
Page A-3 ■ 












Angel: House-sitting offered for elderly 

Continued from Page A-l gives them a chance to participate di- so we decided to test the (house-sitting)' 

rectly” in efforts to protect their neigh- program here,” Lewis said, 
volunteer to take turns staying awake bors. Curtis Sliwa, founder of the Guard-- 

and watching for suspicious activity on The Guardian Angels, a volunteer ian Angels in New York, will explain 
their block. group that started in New York and the house-sitting program Monday- 

Residents can volunteer to stand now has chapters in major cities night at 7:30 in the multipurpose room 
watch for one to four hours, during around the country, was’organized to of the Santa Anita Family YMCA, 501. 
which time they are supposed to stay help deter street crime by patrolling S. Mountain Ave., Monrovia, 
inside their homes and call police if neighborhoods, reporting incidents to As a house sitter the Guardian An-‘ 
they see or hear anything unusual, pnjj&ymd making citizens’ arrests gel will stay up between midmgfcymd 6 
Monterey Park Police Lt. Joe Santoro w»gcessary. ' * a.m., while the homeow^^peps,’ 

said- ?§|fp|§e, elderly women are fright- ffj ftj SS a 

“They’re nervous and afraid,” Santo- eg^f-^out spending the night alone Please dPlfitjEL,- 

ro said of residents in his city. “This because of what has been happening, Page A-9 
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service 

offered 


Continued from 1 


Lewis said. Neighbois in a four- 
block area will be told in ad¬ 
vance where the Angel is staying 
arid given the phone number. 

If a neighbor suspects a 
prowler or another disturbance, 
he or she can call the Angel, 
who will immediately respond 
to the call after notifying the 
chapter leader, who will call 
police, Lewis said, 

A local police official said the 
idea might be a good one, but he 
advised residents to call police 
first, by dialing 911, if they see 
anything suspicious. 

Police are better equipped 
than the Guardian Angels to 
handle an actual intruder, Arca¬ 
dia Police Sgt. Lou MacDonald 
said. “If in fact it’s an intruder, 
I think it’s time to call the police 
and then if (the Guardian Angel) 
wants to call his chapter leader, 
that’s up to him.” • 

The program has been a suc¬ 
cess in New York City, Philadel¬ 
phia and in the suburbs of 
■ Miami, where many senior citi¬ 
zens live, Lewis said. 

“It’s a psychological comfort 
to the community because the 
response is immediate — we’re 
already in the neighborhood. 
Some people have told us it 
takes up to half an hour for po¬ 
lice to show up,” Lewis said. 

Lewis said some experienced 
Angels from New York City will 
be joining newly trained Guard¬ 
ian Angels as house sitters in the 
just-formed San Gabriel Valley 
Chapter, where more than 40 
Angels have been recruited. 

The chapter recently installed 
a phone line, (818) 446-6678. 
The chapter leader is Jim Sher 
wood, Lewis said. 

The purpose of house-sitting 
is to keep potential criminals 
off-guard and help a neighbor¬ 
hood feel more secure, Lewis 
said. 

“For the most part, we want 
to create a sense of security ... 
maybe the residents can sleep 
easier knowing they can call 

someone who can respond 
immediately," he said. 

This might help create con- 

mfnd" « H h r e (Night St *k«”s) 
mmd, said Lewis. “If you have 

niehfand n h A " geI stayin 2 U P a" 
ri a J d he S°es in there it’s 
like a Night Stalker rat trap - 

zen e he’l? f finding 3 sen i°r P cit- 

An^,’’ 1 L e s n a ?d UnteraGuardian 

“ We ,’ d Mke to be able to catch 
the individual — (house-sitting) 
cm increase the chances," Lew¬ 
is added. 

Angels will be scattered 
throughout the valley, rather 

'concentrating in one or two 
a n t )derly women living 

Anv»i have Priority if the 
fu"® 1 ?, receive more requests 
than they can answer, Lewis 
said. 

,iA" e 'f? b< f hood with many 
srngle, elderly people living in 
close proximity vvauid. ^ ^ 
'®’ea\’at’ge\eri^Ts\,'ne added. 
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Dentists watch for Stalker 


Pain might 
force killer 
to seek help 

By BRANDON BAILEY 

Slaff Writer 

The man believed to be the so-called 
Night Stalker killer has a painful den¬ 
tal problem that may drive him to seek 
help soon, a local dentist said Saturday 
after seeing the man's dental records. 

In an effort to locate the killer, den¬ 
tists around the state have been sent 
copies of X-rays and other information 
about the man believed to be responsi- 

H Psychologists discuss psycho¬ 
logical profile of Stalker 
■ Victims linked to killer listed 

Stories, Page A-3 

ble for 14 brutal slayings in Los An¬ 
geles County and San Francisco, law 
enforcement officials said Friday. 

Local dentists-contacted Saturday 
said they received circulars from the 
sheriff’s department. They contain 
complete dental X-rays of a man with 
missing teeth and severe abscesses 
around two front teeth. 

“Somebody with an abscess is going 
to have a problem, because they cannot 
stay with this pain for very long," said 
Dr. G.C. Khan of Montrose. 

Officials also confirm that ballistics 
tests show the same gun used to kill a 
San Francisco man last week was used 
in some of the killings in a recent crime 
wave that has swept the San Gabriel 
and San Fernando valleys. 

But news reports that the killer left a 
message scrawled on the wall inside 
the homes of at least two victims have 
drawn mixed comments from police 
sources. They fear the publicity may 
cause the Night Stalker to change his 
habits and make him harder to catch. 

“Only one misinformed person has 
indicated anything about writing on the 
walls. We have no comment oh that,” 
Los Angeles County Sheriff Sherman 


Please see STALKER, 
Page A-3 
















CASES LINKED TO STALKER 


- ; Los Angeles County Sheriff Sherman Block said the follow¬ 
ing homicides have been linked to the so-called Night Stalker 
’'killer . ' zcy..-. ; v. ■ - ' 

■ March 17 — Dayle Okazaki, 35, shot to death In-her 
■ Rosemead condominium afadgt 11 p.rfk Her female room- 

mate also was.wounded. 

One hour later —Tsal-lian Yu, 30, shot to death by a man 
who dragged her from her car in Monterey Park'shortly before 

■ March 27 — Vincent Zazzara, 64 , and his wife, Maxine, 
44, killed in their Glendale home sometime between 10:30. 
p.m. and 6 a.m. the following day. Zazzara was beaten: se¬ 
verely; his wife was stabfjad.".;x4. : v. 

to death.and his.wife 
, jaeXUa|ly assaulted in their Monterey Park home between .4' 
and5 arm. ;'j '■'? .■.•..•JWii.v;.-ife v 
• June 1 4-'Mabel Bell, 83, and her elderly sister found 


■10; arm. the following 

ku iu-i - j' ■ u. ly sau- - 


'Stalker’ driven 


iion 


Psychiatrists say common thread is likely in series of killings 


By BRANDON BAILEY 

Staff Writer 

He has been dubbed “a maniac psycho¬ 
path.” The so-called “Night Stalker” may 
be driven by an obsession that leads him to 
brutalize and kill his victims in retaliation 
for being abused as a child, two experts in 
criminal psychiatry suggested last week. 

Sheriff’s homicide detectives who are 
trying to catch the Night Stalker have asked 
the FBI to help prepare a psychological 
profile of the man, who is believed responsi¬ 
ble for 14 killings and as many as 19 rapes, 
assaults and kidnappings in Southern Cali¬ 
fornia and San Francisco. 

Authorities have declined to say anything 
further about the FBI profile. 

Officials confirm that some evidence 
connects the Night Stalker cases. But police 
have said the case is different from other 
infamous "serial killings,” such as the Hill¬ 
side Strangler attacks, in which all the vic¬ 
tims were the same sex and approximate 
age. 

"There's been no consistency” in the 
types of weapons used and the age or sex of 
victims the Night Stalker attacks, said Los 
Angeles County Sheriff Sherman Block. 

Two psychiatrists who have consulted 
widely in criminal cases said there could be 
a common thread in the recent killings. In 
separate interviews, the doctors gave their 
opinions based on their expertise and news 
accounts of the Night Stalker killings. 

"Serial murderers by and large tend to 
pick out either someone they know or some¬ 


one who symbolizes someone they know,” 
said Dr. Alfred Coodley, an emeritus clini¬ 
cal professor of psychiatry at USC. 

"It’s very likely that the serial murderer 
as a child was either the victim of child 
abuse or child violence," or observed such 
abuse as a child, said Coodley, who works as 
a consultant to the Los Angeles Superior 
Court and the state parole system. 

"Most of these people studied have been 
through a very traumatic background," 
agreed Dr. William Vicary, a forensic psy¬ 
chiatrist in private practice who also acts as 
a consultant to the Los Angeles Superior 
Court. 

That background usually involves emo¬ 
tional, physical or sexual abuse as a child, 
Vicary said. 

"The" motive (for repeat killings) is a 
deep-seated anger or frustration, the need 
to retaliate for the abuse or pain they have 
suffered,” he added. “They frequently take 
it out on surrogate victims.” 

Eight of the 14 people killed in the Night 
Stalker cases have been women, often el¬ 
derly women. Five were brutally beaten or 
stabbed; the others were shot. The Night 
Stalker has attacked six couples, killing the 
husband and brutally assaulting or killing 
the wife. 

While authorities say they don’t know 
how the victims were chosen, Block said it 
appeared the killer in several cases had 
deliberately selected his victims after look¬ 
ing through a neighborhood. 

Two theories could explain the attacks on 


women, Vicary said. 

“One pattern would be that the (attacker) 
had actually been molested by his own 
mother or stepmother,” he said. In a more 
common scenario, he said, the killer could 
have been mistreated by his father, while 
his mother did little to stop the abuse. 

“It’s not uncommon for the little boy to 
blame the mother, as strange as that may 
seem," Vicary said. "This person grows up 
and hates women.” 

"Perhaps unconsciously he is identifying 
that elderly woman with a person who looks 
very different in age from himself, as a 
child may view his mother,” Coodley said. 

In two cases, the killer has attacked cou¬ 
ples with children and in one case the killer 
attempted to molest an 8-year-old boy. 

The killer may be re-enacting a personal 
experience with molestation, while at the 
same time "retaliating” against the parents, 
Coodley theorized. 

As for reports of the latest killing in San 
Francisco, Coodley said he thinks that case 
is likely the work of a “copycat.” If not, he 
said, the killer probably moved because of 
some personal association with San Francis¬ 
co, rather than a desire to avoid police. 

Many serial killers are transient, Vicary 
said, because their personality makes it 
difficult for them to hold jobs or maintain 
relationships with other people. 

“He wouldn’t be doing one of these 
crimes after another if there wasn't some 
kind of thing driving him or obsessing him,” 
Vicary said. 
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Stalker: Teeth may aid 



Continued from Page A-l 


Block said Friday night. 

Other law enforcement sources, 
while denying that words have been 
written on any walls, suggest there are 

certain “trademarks” la&nhviha,killer., ^disseminated to 5,000 

3Sg21l[18StlSfS. 


'One of the most 
critical pieces of 
information. . . was 



at some crime scenes. 

Reports of a message 
in the home of San F| 
tant Peter Pan, who \y| 
last weekend, origii 
Francisco police, acl 
Area newspapers. 

Friday night, Block!] 
tised San Francisco Ms * 
stein and police ager 
name for leaking infof 
Angeles detectives coirsidi 
their investigation. 

“That information has significantly 
jeopardized the investigation that is 
under way. In reality, it places this 
community in jeopardy because it 
impedes our ability” to capture the 
killer, Block said. 

Feinstein announced Friday that 
ballistics tests were used to link the 
Pan killing with some of the murders in 
Los Angeles County. Also Friday, a San 
Francisco radio station first reported 
that investigators are seeking help 
from dentists to catch the killer. The 
report was repeated in a Los Angeles 
television newscast. 

Referring to the dental records, 


— Sher; 
L.A. Coun 



wmi-.m 

‘one of the most critical 
information” in the investiga- 
,s disseminated to 5,000 den- 
Pentists kept the information 
tial for several weeks, he said, 
ide detectives got copies of the 
X-rays from a dentist whose card was 
found in a car believed stolen by the 
killer, The Associated Press reported. 

The unidentified dentist reportedly 
told authorities he treated a man 
matching the killer’s description earli¬ 
er this year. The man reportedly paid 
his bill in cash and gave a phony name 
and address. 

From descriptions provided by sev¬ 
eral assault victims, detectives believe 
the killer is about 6 feet tall, 150 
pounds, with brown eyes, curly brown 
hair and severely stained, gapped 
teeth. 

Local dentists said they have been 
watching for a man who matches the 


killer’s description and that they would 
cooperate with police. ; 

“This is a good idea,” Khan said. “If; 
any dentist sees (the man), they’li defi- • 
nitely notify the sheriff.” But it is also 
possible the man may seek treatment at; 
a clinic that hasn’t received the sher-' 
iff’s information, he said. 

Although the type of weapons used; 
and the age and sex of the victims vary 
widely in the Night Stalker attacks,- 
almost all the cases involve victims who 
were assaulted in their homes by some- ■ 
one who got in through an unlocked' 
door or window, Block said. 

The first homicide definitely linked' 
to the killer occurred March 17, Block 
said. Detectives are investigating a se¬ 
ries of 19 other violent assaults, kid¬ 
nappings and rapes that began in Feb- i 
ruary. 

Detectives are looking into the fact* 
that several of the victims were Asian," 
but that probably is because the killer 
has struck in neighborhoods with large 
Asian populations, Block said. \ 

Sheriff’s homicide detectives, mean-, 
while, were called to investigate an 
attempted rape in Glendora Friday and-' 
the beating of a Van Nuys woman on 
Saturday. But authorities concluded' 
neither case is related to the Night, 
Stalker attacks. 

“We have no evidence to indicate- 
where he might be,” Block said Friday. 
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Kichard Kamirez with his new attorney, Joseph Gallegos, right, of Oxnard during appearance in Municipal Court. 


Ramirez Allowed to Swlteh Lawyers 


By PAUL FELDMAN, Times Staff Writ 

Night Stalker suspect Richard Rami¬ 
rez was granted permission by a judge 
Wednesday to dismiss Deputy • Public 
Defender Allen R. Adashek as his 
lawyer and retain private counsel, Jo¬ 
seph Gallegos of Oxnard. 

Los Angeles Municipal Judge Elva R. 
Soper approved the request at a brief 
court hearing that followed a closed 
session with the judge, Ramirez, Galle¬ 
gos, Adashek and Deputy Public De¬ 
fender Henry J. Hall. 

Ramirez, a 25-year-old drifter origi¬ 
nally from El Paso, has reportedly been 
dissatisfied with his public defenders 
since they were assigned to the serial 
murder case shortly after his arrest in 
late August. 

Soper also agreed to postpone Rami¬ 
rez’s date for entering pleas to Oct. 22. 
Ramirez is charged with 68 felony 
counts in Los Angeles County stemming 
from 20 early-morning attacks on 28 
victims between June 27,1984, and Aug. 
8, 1985. Fourteen of the murders he is 
charged with occurred in Los Angeles 


County, and one occurred in San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Gallegos, who has practiced lav/ for 22 
years in Northern California and Ox¬ 
nard, had a brush with the law himself in 
1976. He was placed on five years’ 
probation for shooting a suspected pros¬ 
titute in the hand after a dispute. 

The attorney said he had informed 
Ramirez of the incident and that it 
should have no bearing on the current 
case. State Bar officials said Wednesday 
that the Bar has never taken action 
against Gallegos. 

Defended Gang Member 

Among his previous major cases, Gal¬ 
legos said, was the 1979 defense of a 
member of Nuestra Familia, a Mexican 
prison gang, on murder charges. His 
client, he said, was convicted and sen¬ 
tenced to 27 years in prison. 

Wednesday’s hearing was punctuated 
by the appearance of Ramirez’s sister, 
Rosa Flores of El Paso, who came in the 
company of three other lawyers—Artu¬ 


ro and Daniel Hernandez of San Jose and 
Manuel Barraza of El Paso. 

Arturo Hernandez told reporters out¬ 
side the courtroom that he and Daniel 
Hernandez, who are not related, had 
been retained by Ramirez’s relatives to 
head the defense effort. Barraza has 
previously said he was retained by the 
Ramirez family and was helping to find 
Ramirez a new lawyer. 

However, Soper refused to recognize 
Arturo Hernandez when he stood up 
during the hearing in an attempt to 
address the court. 

Outside the courtroom afterward, 
Gallego said he had informed Ramirez of 
the presence of the other attorneys and 
that Ramirez “indicated to me, ‘Look, we 
reached an agreement Monday’ .. . . 
(and he said to) tell the others.” 

Meanwhile, Arturo Hernandez ex¬ 
pressed confidence that Ramirez will 
change his mind after he meets with 
Flores, Barraza and him at the County 
Jail. 

Please see RAMIREZ, Page 4 















RAMIREZ: Stalker Suspect Gets a New Lawyer 


Continued from Page 1 

"The defense never rests, and that’s our attitude at 
this point,” Hernandez said. “It’s sad we have to fight 
to defend someone.” 

Gallegos said he was first contacted by Adashek last 
Friday at Ramirez’s request. Ramirez, he said, had 
heard of him before, but Gallegos declined to indicate 
how. . 

At a two-hoakpieeting Monday, Gallegos continued, 
the defendant .agreed to retain him. But Gallegos 
refused to disclose details of how he will be paid for his 
services in the case, which he estimated could take a 



year to try. 

Ramirez “was interested in having 
someor ^^p experience" representing hini. Ramirez 
3180 PSfSllI an attorney with whom he could 
communicate in Spanish, Gallegos said. Gallegos 
speaks Spanish. 

He agreed to take the case, he said, because “I have 
devoted my life to the practice of law. . .and I want to 
make sure that Mr. Ramirez—especially being of Latin 
descent. . .that he does have a fair trial.” 

Arturo Hernandez has practiced law for two years in 
San Jose. He said he first met Ramirez’s sister while 
attending law school in El Paso. Her endorsement of 
Hernandez was backed by a brother, Robert Ramirez, 

in a phone interview Wednesday. 

Robert Ramirez, a Tucson resident, also criticized 
Adashek, saying, “They don’t let Richie make his 
decisions on what he wants. They just brainwash him 
so he doesn’t know what’s going on.” 

Adashek refused comment on the case. “It wouldn’t 
be appropriate for me to make any statements,” he 
said. 
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Weather: More clouds 

Considerable cloudiness with a 20 
percent chance ot showers today. Highs 
66 to 72, with lows 54 to 60. Decreasing 
cloudiness tonight. 

— Full report, Page A-2 



Gruesome turn in Stalker case 



Police 
search 
for eyes 

By BRANDON BAILEY 
Staff Writer 

Detectives investigating the 
Night Stalker murders have 
searched for human eyes that 
were removed from one victim 
in Southern California and may 
have been mailed to Texas, 
authorities confirmed Tuesday. 

Investigators believe the eyes 






















"Stalker: 
Evidence * 
is sought 

Continued from Page A-l 

assaults that terrorized South¬ 
land residents this summer. 

Court records filed in El Paso 
show investigators are looking 
for handguns, knives, double- 
edged handcuffs, 

bloody efeiSfigi Jong-distance 
telepinsas ssc^ds and other 
evident?. . .. 

SesxcMddi the homes of 
and father 
turneo t~» m ore than 300 items 
that a PP , ,'c^gve been stolen 

sasft. 
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Kamirez 

hearing 

delayed 

By BRANDON BAILEY 

j Staff Writer 

|ii It’s “almost certain” that 
Night Stalker suspect Richard 
Ramirez will face more criminal 
charges when he returns to 
court in three weeks, the prose¬ 
cutor in the case said Monday. 

Ramirez now faces eight 
charges, stemming from a rob¬ 
bery in Monrovia and a murder 
in Monterey Park. He appeared 
briefly Monday morning in Los 
Angeles Municipal Court. 

Judge Elva Soper granted a 
second delay in the proceedings, 
after defense attorney Allen 
Adashek said he needed more 
time police reports and 

other -/_'••• | ce in the case. Sop¬ 
er schai^alM Ramirez to return 
Sept. 27 and enter a plea on the 
charges against him. 

Adashek, a deputy public 
defender, was assigned to Rami¬ 
rez’s case last week. 

Extra security precautions 
were evident as Ramirez, wear¬ 
ing manacles and blue prison 
coveralls, was led before the 
judge. Spectators in the crowd¬ 
ed courtroom had to pass 
through a metal detector before 
they entered the room. 

Afterward, Deputy District 
Attorney P. Philip Halpin told a 
crush of news reporters that 
“any additional charges that are 
going to be filed will be filed 
between now and Sept. 27.” 

“It is almost certain that we 
will file additional charges,” the 
prosecutor added, without giv¬ 
ing any details. 

Police and sheriff’s investiga¬ 
tors have said they suspect 
Ramirez committed at least 15 
murders and other violent at- 
tacks in the Night Stalker cr^ffiS 
spree, which terrorized sv%m‘ " 
ban residents of the San GatftM>£ 
and San Fernando valleys this 
summer. 

The charges filed last week 1 
stem from a May 9 burglary and I 


Please see RAMIREZ, 
Back page, this section 













Ramirez: More charges expected 


Continued from Page A-l 

robbery in Monrovia and the 
May 14 shooting death of busi¬ 
nessman William Doi in his 
Monterey Park home. The in¬ 
truder who killed Doi also raped 
Doi’s wife. 

San Francisco authorities 
have charged Ramirez with the 
Aug. 17 murder of accountant 
Peter Pan in that city. But Rami¬ 
rez probably won’t face trial in 
San Francisco until all charges 
are resolved in Los Angeles 
County, Halpin said. 

Adashek, meanwhile, told 
reporters he’s concerned that 
news reports and public offi¬ 
cials’ statements have made his 
client appear guilty before the 
trial has even begun. 

“The publicity in this case has 
been so intense and so frequent, 
it certainly raises a question 
about whether or not a fair trial 
can be held in Los Angeles or 
any other county,” said Ada- 




shek, a veteran defense lawyer. 

Adashek said he hasn’t decid¬ 
ed whether he’ll ask a judge to 
move the trial outside Los An¬ 
geles County. 

Halpin said he would oppose 
any effort to move the trial, 
because of the “tremendous 
expense involved” in transport¬ 
ing witnesses and evidence. The 
prosecutor said he feels a fair 
trial can be held in Los Angeles 
County. 

Adashek, however, cited 
statements made by various 
public officials, who he said 
“should know better.” 

“I think it’s bothersome when 
public officials make statements 
that appear to presume the guilt 
of a person who’s only been 
arrested and charged and hasn’t 
even entered a plea yet.” 

As for news coverage, Ada¬ 
shek said, “you see some of the 
news stories, you’d think (the 
trial) was over, when in fact it’s 
only begun. I haven’t seen a case 


that has been as deluged with 
(as much prejudicial) news cov¬ 
erage as this.” 

Authorities believe Ramirez, 
a 25-year-old drifter from El 
Paso, Texas, first came to Cali¬ 
fornia in 1981. 

A private attorney from Tex¬ 
as, Manuel Barraza, may have 
been retained by Ramirez’s 
family, but the question of who 
will represent Ramirez hasn’t 
been resolved, Adashek said. 

Adashek declined comment 
•when asked to describe Rami¬ 
rez’s attitude or feelings about 
the case. 

Ramirez spoke only twice in 
court Monday. 

He answered “yes” when 
Halpin asked if Ramirez agreed 
to the delay in entering a plea 
and if he agreed to delay his 
preliminary hearing, in which 
authorities must present the 
evidence gainst him. The hear¬ 
ing can’t be held until Ramirez 
enters a plea. 






By DAVID FREED and DAVID HOLLEY, Times Stafl 


Loot Linked to R 
Found in El Paso 


About 300 rings, necklaces, 
brooches and other articles alleg¬ 
edly stolen by Night Stalker sus¬ 
pect Richard Ramirez were recov¬ 
ered last week from the home of his 
sister in El Paso, it was disclosed 


Capt. Robert Grimm, commander 
of the Los Angeles County sheriff’s 
homicide bureau, would not discuss 
in detail what led detectives to 
suspect that the eyes may have 
been sent to El Paso. 


Tuesday. 

It also was revealed that Los 
Angeles County sheriff’s investiga¬ 
tors searched without success in El 
Paso for a pair of eyes gouged from 
the head of a murder victim in 
Whittier. 

Searching for the eyes and other 
evidence in an attempt to tie 
Ramirez to victims of the so-called 
Night Stalker, Los Angeles County 
sheriff’s investigators and El Paso 
police last Wednesday went to the 
El Paso home of Ramirez’s sister, 
Rosa Flores. There, they said, they 
found about 300 rings, necklaces, 
brooches and other articles alleg¬ 
edly stolen by Ramirez. 

The missing brown eyes, howev¬ 
er, were not found and the search 
for them continues, authorities 
said. 


“We searched the (murder) 
scene thoroughly and they weren’t 
discovered,” Grimm said. “We had 
information that stolen property 
had been sent to El Paso, and the. 
eyes were still outstanding, and 
that’s the rationale.” 

Despite the discovery of alleged¬ 
ly stolen articles in Flores’ house,. 
Grimm said Los Angeles authori¬ 
ties do not consider her an accesso¬ 
ry in the case. 

“At this point, there is nothing to 
indicate that she violated California 
law, which says that you have to 
know the items that you’re accept¬ 
ing have been stolen,” Grimm said. 

According to an affidavit filed in 
seeking the El Paso search war¬ 
rant, authorities also hoped to find 
pistols, ammunition, double-edged 
Please see RAMIREZ, Page 3 
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. daggers, carpet knives, handcuffs, 
binoculars and paraphernalia relat¬ 
ed to satanic cults that may have 
been used by Ramirez. 

Also sought were bloodstained 
clothing, tape recordings, video 
tapes or photographs of victims. 

None of those items was found at 
Flores’ house, nor were any dis¬ 
covered during a search at the SI 
Paso home of Ramirez’s parents, 
Julian and Mercedes Ramirez, au¬ 
thorities said. 

Ramirez, a 25-year-old drifter, is 
spspected in at least 15 California 
slayings since 1984 and 21 assaults, 
rapes and kidnapings. Authorities 
believe that those crimes were 
committed by a lone intruder who 
entered homes before dawn 
through open windows and un¬ 
locked doors to attack his sleeping 
victims. 

Formally charged in two homi¬ 
cides, Ramirez has yet to enter a 
plea and is being held without bail 
in Los Angeles County Jail. “ 
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Eyes of one fi Killer 5 victim 
cut out, document says 



Associated Press 
The eyes of one victim of the 
“Valley Killer” serial slayings 
were cut out, according to court 
documents that are the first offi¬ 
cial confirmation of mutilation m 
the string of at least 14 killings. 

Los Angeles area police asked 
authorities.to search for the eyes 
in the Texas home of defendant 
Richard Ramirez’s sister, but 
none was found, according to 
documents cited Tuesday by the 
Los Angeles Herald Examiner 
and Los Angeles Times. 

Investigators found more than 
W^jems allegedly stolen by Ra- 
fHj§p| hidden inside the El Paso 
0 f his sister, Rosa Flores, 
[ : according to the Texas court do- 


“One victim’s eyes were cut out 
in these murders,” said a 55-page 
search warrant filed in Texas by 
Los Angeles County Sheriff s De¬ 
tective Robert Perry. “ITiey may 
have been mailed to the listed 
addresses.” 

News reports earlier said eyes 
may have been gouged from vic¬ 
tims and satanic rituals may have 
taken place in the wave of at least 
30 attacks attributed to the Valley 
Killer. 

Authorities in their comments 
have played down devil worship 
but the affidavit said investiga 
tors were searching for satanic 
materials such as writings or 
drawings that Ramirez may have 
mailed to his relatives. 
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Policeman finds culprit 
is lust a ‘crummy system 5 


Associated Press 

A Los Angeles policeman is 
seeking a suspect in the case of 
Salvador Hernandez, a welfare 
recipient who can’t afford to 
bury his dead wife, and Officer 
Modesto Perales says the cul¬ 
prit is a system that won’t offer 
aid. 

“In my 10 years on the job, 
I’ve never seen anything like 
this,” said Perales of the 77th 
Street Division. “Nobody seems 
to know anything; nobody wants 
to help. It’s as if all I can do is 
go home and moan about how 
crummy the system is,” he 
said. 

Perales and partner Steve 
Plunkett went to Hernandez’s 
home late Monday afternoon 
when neighbors discovered the 
body of Rosa Hernandez. 

Mrs. Hernandez had suffered 
from cancer. Her husband, a 
father of three, says he doesn’t 
have the money for burial. 

“I need help. Nobody’s help¬ 
ing me,” Hernandez said. 


Perales stayed with Hernan¬ 
dez and contacted a private 
mortuary which wouldn’t take 
the body without some pay¬ 
ment. The policeman then 
called the county mortuary. 

“We could have walked away 
then. We could have just left 
her body on the floor and gone. 
But (Hernandez) doesn’t Speak 
any English or have any mon¬ 
ey*” Perales said. 

He waited five hours with the 
•$Mi:h Central Los Angeles resi- 
Sfeiitt for the county to pick up 
the body. 

The county facility does cre¬ 
mations for free, holding onto 
the ashes for five years unless ' 
the family pays a fee of $287 — 
a fee Herandez can’t afford. 

Meanwhile, Perales will get a 
lawyer to draw up a will for 
Hernandez. 

“Sometime he’ll go, too, and 
the county will spread the kids 
all over the place. See, I don’t 
want to see them treated like 
trash,” he said. 


















Kamirez family lawyer 
says public defender is 
after book, movie deals 


By Andy Furillo 

Herald staff writer 


An El Paso lawyer said yesterday 
that he will advise the family of 
Night Stalker suspect Richard Ra¬ 
mirez to fire the public defender 
assigned to the case. 

“My concern is that he has dual 
interests in this case,” attorney 
Manuel Barraza said of Deputy 
Public Defender Allen Adashek at a 
news conference called by Barraza 
at the County Jail last night. 

“He is more concerned with 
making money and making 
fame...” 

Barraza was retained by Rami- 
rez’sjamily in El Paso to assess the 
>t the suspect. His accusa- 
ie latest sign of a rift that 
n between him and 
. who was unavailable for 
comment yesterday. 

On Tuesday, Adashek criticized 
Barraza for conducting a news 
conference the night before that, “When I told him about'it, he 
Adashek said, brought “added at- said, ‘Let me know. I’ll think about 
tention” to the case. it.’ I think he was real laid back...” 

Yesterday, Barraza accused Ramirez has been charged with 
Adashek of making plans to handle the May 14 murder of William Doi, 
bo qk^QXU iovie rights that might 65, in Monterey Park, and the Aug. 
ste« the Night Stalker case, in 17 slaying of Peter Pan, 66 ,-.in San 
w h^tegSnirez is suspected of at Francisco. Barraza would not say if 
leaf^l^nucHtes statewide. Ramirez could prove he was in El 
“I don’t see where a public Paso on those dates, 
defender or a public official should Barraza claimed that detectives 
be concerned with any book or have continued to try and talk to 
movie rights,” Barraza said. Ramirez since Adashek -was ap- 

Barraza had already said that he pointed to represent the -suspect. 
will attempt to handle those rights. Adashek “did nothing about it," 
In addition to the conflict of Barraza said, 
interest accusation, Barraza When Barraza attempted to visit 
charged that Adashek, in a meeting Ramirez last night in County Jail, 
between the two attorneys yester- the Night Stalker suspect refused to 
day, was “lackadaisical” in his see him. Barraza said that'Ramirez 
consideration of possible evidence also refused to meet with him on 
that could help Ramirez. Wednesday. 

Barraza said Ramirez could es- He said he will return to Texas 
tablish a possible alibi by proving tomorrow and advise the family to 
he wa s in El Paso “a lot of the time” hire a private attorney in Califor- 

killings, nia. . " 
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Letters to The Ti 


Capture of 
Ramirez 


Five residents of East Los An¬ 
geles tempered their force with 
intelligence in attempting to rid 
their neighborhood of criminal in¬ 
truder. Their courage is notewor¬ 
thy in contrast to the vigilantism 
insinuating itself into a society 
increasingly victimized by motive¬ 
less murderers. 

In responding to the threat of a 
petty criminal, these five citizens 
mobilized their community into the 
efficient capture of a man subse¬ 
quently identified by police as the 
Night Stalker. 

Richard Ramirez' captors were 
not aware that their prey was 
suspected of at least 16 brutal 
murders and numerous assaults. 
They were simply protecting their 
families and neighb§|^^@.ft an¬ 
ticipation of glory The 

fact that Ramirez l|j|lllp8lued, 
pending lav/ful a P|ffil|§ll§|> by 
the police, rather 'than being 
butchered in retaliation for his 
offenses, bespeaks admirable re¬ 
straint on the part of his captors. 

Last week, the Board of Supervi¬ 
sors honored Jose Burgoin, Manuel 
De La Torres, Frank Moreno, 
Faustino Pinon and Carmelo Ro¬ 
bles, in addition to the arresting 
officer, Andres Ramirez, with pub¬ 
lic commendations. During the cer¬ 
emony, one of the honorees joked 
that, "If I had know who he was, I 
would have asked for more help!" 

Unlike this unassuming hero, we 
can identify these men whose cour¬ 
age has severed the cycle of serial 
atrocities, A $70,000 reward^^gf 
been offered to be conferre|§l||j 
persons who report inform^*; 
leading to the arrest and convi&sipS 
of the Stalker. The Board of Super*" ' 1 
visors should distribute its $30,000 
portion of the reward to the five 
private citizens responsible for Ra¬ 
mirez' capture. These good citizens 
have saved countless lives. 

IRENE SKINGLEY 
CINDY JOYCE 
NANCY RUDOLPH 
JOAN MONK 
Los Angeles 


The Times welcomes expressions of ell views from 
rodders. Letters should bo kept es brief os possiblo ond 
ore subject to condensation. They must Include 
signature, valid matng oddress and telephono number, if 
ony. Pseudonyms ond initials w£l not bo used. Because of 
the volumo of mail received, unpublished individual 
letters cannot be acknowledged. Send to: 

Letters to the Editor. Lo» Angelea Tima*. 

Times Mirror Square. Lot Angelo, CA 90053 


costly trial. After he’s convicted (in 
spite of the experts mobilized to 
defend him), he’ll be housed in 
clean private quarters, kept in 
idleness, and fed and clothed at 
state expense. His teeth will be 
fixed. His health, both physical and 
mental, will be checked periodical¬ 
ly and treated, all by the state. 
Psychiatrists may certify him in¬ 
sane and transfer him to a nicer 
room at the hospital. 

Years of appeals will follow, 
conducted by armies of lawyers. 
He'll make repeated applications 
for parole, requiring endless hear¬ 
ings. 

While all this is going on, his 
“rights” will be jealously guarded 
by a host of do-gooders, eager to 
spot the slightest infringement. 

If he discovers he’s been “born 
again,” he’ll attract another host of I 
well-wishers, clamoring for clem- I 
ency and release. Assorted weirdos t 
and wackos will offer support and i 
sympathy. 1 

What about the families of hisl 
victims? They'll grow gray praying! 
for a swift, clean stroke of justice,! 
hoping and waiting. And waiting! 
And waiting, m 

WARREN BUELlB 
Los AngeleB 
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I am most grateful for the cap¬ 
ture of the Night Stalker and want 
to express my feelings. 

Bravo, bravo, bravo, again and 
again to the residents of Hubbard 
Street for the capture of the Night 
Stalker. Could you believe, by his 
capture by the wonderful people, 
how many other lives were s&veb: 

This is a perfect example for each 
and every neighborhood to take 
into consideration what a well-knit 

group of people can accomplish. / 

This neighborhood should be ( 
highly commended. In the process 
of the capture, their lives were also 
in danger. They have made my 
bights and days easier to live with. 
Feel proud of yourselves, God bless 
y ou,than ky ou,nove c you. HoLAK 

West Covina 




I would like to publicly thank all 
of the law enforcement personnel 
for all of their work in dealing with 
the Night Stalker. I am also grate¬ 
ful to the media for keeping the 
public well informed and alert to 
such a dangerous individual. 

My hat is off today to the citizens 
of East Los Angeles for their action 
in confronting and capturing Rich¬ 
ard Ramirez. Because of them we 
can all sleep Al¬ 

though they E0,fa^M®ffegard 
themselves as P»nds 

of thousands, thr.yi’svv SjgSt ip 


Let the Night Stalker nightmare 
be a lesson to those who would 
have us surrender our handguns 
and perhaps our long guns once the 
authorities have their foot in the 
door. 

And perhaps landlords should be 
more tolerant toward well-be¬ 
haved dogs who are more sensitive 
to those things that go bump in the 
night. 

C.H. GULLETT 
San Clemente 


I find myself appalled at what I 
see happening in the media regard¬ 
ing Richard Ramirez—the suspect¬ 
ed so-called Night Stalker. What’s 
going on here? 

Local television has been filled 
with interviews of residents crying, 
"Thank God, they caught him." 
Apparently most of the world 
needs reminding that the man was 
only arraigned on Tuesday. His 
trial has yet to begin. The man has 
not yet been convicted! 

I am not prescient; I will not 
comment on the results of Ramirez’ 
to me that since 
- P&s J^Sht itelectronic media, it 

* ■ - • ’~;sible to get the fair 

251 vM. - in the U.S. Consti- 

-' i£«*IN LAUDERDALE 
- Pasadena 


k ^S^'Jtamirez received at 
*sgry citizens was the 
54^i4s%?js»nt he’ll ever get for 
hfrepao : ut ; 4t’s all 


First, there 
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‘Loner 5 grew up in the underbelly of El Paso 


By Jim Carlton 

The Register 

EL PASO, Texas — Richard Ra¬ 
mirez grew up in the underbelly of 
a city so poor that some residents 
still sleep on dirt floors. 

He spent his time with pals that 
have nicknames like “Fuzzy,” 
“Chico” and “Chino.” His nick¬ 
name was “Fingers,” because of 
his inordinately large hands, 
friends said. 

He regularly ditched sci&$.j!p}j£; 
could partake in what tHesg 
knew him call his favoritejpasfiisW 
— smoking pot and popping- 
while listening to the druggecHiM- 


□ CLUES: Stolen jewelry and a 
citizen lnformant/A3 _ 

lyrics of heavy metal groups such 
as Black Sabbath and AC/DC. 

And he would walk for hours by 
himself, they said, meandering 
aimlessly through the dusty back 
streets of the city; prompting curi¬ 
ous neighbors to label him as 
“strange” and a “loner.” 

After interviews with family, 
;£prmer friends and former teach¬ 
ers, this is the picture that emerges 
of the adolescence of Richard Ra- 
'jtetrez, the man Los Angeles au¬ 
thorities say is California’s so- 
eailed “night stalker.” 





KNBC-TV 

Richard Ramirez 

Immediately after his arrest 

Ramjrez, 25, capturecT^J^An- 
geles by an angry crowj :>Wing 
1 Please see Sl| /a 3 





SUSPECT: Ramirez is remembered in Texas as ‘strange’ and as a loner’ 


FROM A1 j 

held in the Los Angles County Jail 
without bond pending his arraign¬ 
ment. Police say he is the man re¬ 
sponsible for at least 16 slayings 
and 18 assaults. 

Back in El Paso — a dusty, sun¬ 
drenched town on the Mexican bor¬ 
der — news of Ramirez's arrest 
took nearly everyone by surprise, 
even those who knew him as what 
they called a drugged-up ‘'light¬ 
weight" thief who was prone to 
stealing from even his friends. 

Eddie Medina, 27, .a friend from 
Ramirez's teen age years, says he 
once considered banting up Ra¬ 
mirez, “after I caught him stealing 
two tapes from my cor." 

But Medina added Ramirez nev¬ 
er seemed violent. Although Medi¬ 
na said Ramirez once boasted that 
he knew karate, former neighbor¬ 
hood friends remember him as a 
“sissy" who avoided trouble. 

"He was a harmless, skinny kid 
— a stooge,” said Eddie Gonzales, 
30, who lives in Ramirez's old 
neighborhood. “We used to make 
fun of him all the time.” 

Oscar Escarsega, 31, a former 
neighborhood resident, remem¬ 
bered Ramirez as a tall, gangly 
youth with a quick temper, but who 
always backed off from a fight. 

Escarsega, now a Lompoc pho¬ 
tographer who ran a recreation 
center in the neighborhood, said he 
also recollects a quiet, withdrawn 
boy who preferred to play by him¬ 
self than with others. 

“I tried to get him to play with 
other kids but he wouldn’t,” Escar¬ 
sega said. 

The neighborhood center was 


created to help give youngsters an 
alternative to the streets, which 
Escarsega said offered only drugs, 
gangs and trouble. 

Ramirez grew up in a neighbor¬ 
hood surrounded by street gangs, 
an area of east El Paso directly 
underneath the flight path of El 
Paso International Airport. 

The neighborhood is sandwiched 
between a set of railroad tracks 
and a busy freeway system known 
locally as the “Spaghetti Bowl" be¬ 
cause of its complex network of 
elevated, crisscrossing freeways. 

Underneath the freeways and 
away from the view of passing mo¬ 
torists, the concrete highway pil¬ 
ings are covered with graffiti from 
the different street gangs who 
hang out there. The name of one 
such gang, the "Lords," is 
scrawled in huge letters on a part 
of the freeway visible from Ramir¬ 
ez's former home, a yellow, cedar 
rock structure where he lived from 
about age S to IS. 

Even at a young age, Ramirez 
was considered different from the 
rest of the children. The youngest 
of five children, Ramirez stood out 
not only because of his reclusive 
nature, but because he had epilep¬ 
tic seizures, said his sister, Rosa 
Flores. 

The fits continued into his adult¬ 
hood, Flores said, and always were 
a source of embarrassment for 
him. 

She said he was sensitive about 
his appearance, which was 
marked by severely rotting teeth. 
Although the entire family suffers 
from a tooth decay problem/Flo¬ 


res said her brother’s condition 
was exacerbated because he had 
an incurable “sweet tooth" and 
lived on junk food. 

Survivors of the California 
“night stalker” attacks have de¬ 
scribed their assailant as having 
rotting teeth. 

It was from such circumstances 
that Ramirez wanted to distinguish 
himself. Neighborhood acquaint¬ 
ances said he spoke often of want¬ 
ing fame and riches and idolized 
criminals who had achieved one or 
the other. 

"He always said he would be a 
millionaire,” said one 27-year-old 
man who declined to be identified. 

This was in his teen-age years. In 
his pre-teen years, his sister said, 
Ramirez was an A student who 
never got in trouble. Along with his 
family, he regularly attended ser¬ 
vices at the neighborhood's Guard¬ 
ian Angel Catholic Church. 

But she said his school perfor¬ 
mance plummeted after he started 
“smoking weed" at about age 12 
while in intermediate school. Two 
years later, he dropped out in his 
freshman year at Thomas Jeffer¬ 
son High School, an inner-city pub¬ 
lic school for the underprivileged. 

The assistant principal there, 
Cesar Mendoza, recalled Ramirez 
as a "tall, quiet guy" who got into 
trouble for repeatedly cutting 
classes. 

"He used to talk to me and he 
was polite (and) he would admit, 
'Yeah, I cut class,’ ” Mendoza 
said. 

Instead of going to school, which 
he hated, Ramirez crawled up un¬ 


der the nearby Interstate 10 high¬ 
way and smoked marijuana with a 
small circle of friends, Medina 
said. 

Ramirez became more and more 
involved in drugs, Medina said, 
and at one point was using every¬ 
thing from marijuana to cocaine to 
LSD. 

"All he'd do is play rock music/' 
Medina said. 

Flores acknowledged her broth r 
er had a drug problem. His police 
record also reflects it. El Paso city • 
records show him being arrested 
twice for marijuana possession, in 
1979 and 1982. 

Neighbors said he broke into 
their homes to support his drug 
habit. El Paso police records show 
Ramirez being arrested for theft in 
1977. 

Information on how the courts 
handled those cases was unavail¬ 
able. 

Except for when he was under 
the influence of drugs, Ramirez 
was close to his parents, Julian, 59, 
and Mercedes, 58. But when smok¬ 
ing marijuana, Flores said, he and 
his father, a railroad-yard laborer 
originally from Mexico, fought 
continuously. 

Medina said Ramirez always left 
home after such fights, wandering 
for miles through the city, passing 
through the “turfs” of street gangs 
with names like “El Diablos" and 
the "San Juans." 

Ramirez was not a gang member, 
according to family and friends. 

The gangs hang out at city parks 
and at street comer stands such as 
Chico's Tacos. They mark their 


turfs by spraying graffiti on build¬ 
ings. 

Mendoza, the high school assis¬ 
tant principal, described east El 
Paso as very much like East Los 
Angeles, a huge barrio divided into 
separate gang territories. 

The fights with his father eventu¬ 
ally prompted Ramirez to leave 
home for good, Flores said. She 
said he moved in with her in anoth- 
'er part of El Paso and lived there 
tut about three years. Then he de¬ 
cided to move to Los Angeles to 
joiii his oldest brother, Julian Jr., 
37. 

His two other brothers, Roberto, 
34, and Ignacio, 36, live in Tucson, 
and El Paso, respectively. 

After moving to California, Ra¬ 
mirez fell out of touch with his fam¬ 
ily and friends — all except his sis¬ 
ter. 

He was closest to Flores, she 
said, and with her he maintained 
regular contact. 

Ramirez lived with Julian Jr. in 
Los Angeles until two years ago, 
she said, when he moved out after 
the two fought bitterly over a car 
repair. Since then, she said, he had 
been working as a city of Los Ange¬ 
les street cleaner and staying with 
friends for whom he had done fa¬ 
vors. 

The last time he visited El Paso, 

two years ago, Flores said she 
could tell something was wrong 
with her brother; he had the terri- 
, fied look of a man who had seen 
something horrible such as one 
who had been to war. 

“He didn’t want to talk about it; 
he couldn’t talk about it,” she said. 












Hollow relief at arrest 
of ‘stalker’ suspect 

• My reaction to the arrest of the man police say 
is the “night stalker” probably was not much 
different from yours. Amused at the squabbles 
over who should share in the reward. Intrigued 
by reports that the suspect had dabbled in 
satanism. And, of course, relieved that the terror 
seems to have ended. 

But, when we think about it, it’s a curious, 
disquieting sort of relief, isn’t it? A relief 
tempered by a feeling hard to put a finger on. We 

should be overjoyed, 
. and yet... 

For one thing, I 
suppose, our relief 
serves to highlight 
the fear — the 

i vaguely 

"* ►, T... ; 7 embarrassing fear, at 

that — which we 
were feeling. 

A - . JmAtk The fear the “night 
Am stalker" engendered 

■■aB *, wasn t the kind of 

||; pBh ~ - /. MBIg fear that is good for 

- • ■HU you, that pumps 

adrenalin into your 

wnD system, quickens 

BOB your pulse, sharpens 

EMMERS y° ur reactions, gets 

-—- you on your toes, 

ready to deal with a 

threat. 

No, this kind of fear was the dark fear, the 
debilitating fear, the kind of fear that can — if 
you don’t get a grip on it right away and lock it 
down — leave you quivering like a small child in 
terror of the night that surrounds the bed. The 
kind of fear that embarrasses you later because 
its hold is so irrational, so hard to break. 

T he “night stalker” affair was not the sort of 
thing we could imagine, before, that we’d 
worry about. We knew that our chance^W 
being attacked by him were probably a coup f||| f| 
million to one. And we knew we ran a much ‘mljM 
greater risk of being killed in an automobile 
accident. And we knew that we were not the sort 
of people to whom such a horror could happen. 
And we knew that... 

Then, one night a week or so ago, as we were 
getting ready for bed, we found ourselves going 
around the house, checking to make sure that all 
the doors and windows were locked, checking to 
make sure that we’d left all the outside lights on, 
checking to make sure that the dog was 
especially alert. 

And we slept lightly that night, as we slept 
lightly subsequent nights, awakening at sounds 
from the street that wouldn’t have bothered us 
before, and we lay there, imagining him coming 
through the door, and for a fewioilgjfloments we 
were unable to breathe, unsurg||||||could even 
move, assailed by the irrationg||||||j that we 
thought.we had left behind witf?l!3ihood. 

Why did the “night stalker” make us feel like 
this when other serial killers didn’t conjure up 
this same feeling of fearful impotence? Because 

the “nieht sfalker.’l,onJ:h_ejQpse^_was.different- 


T& 
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Prints Sink ‘night stalker 5 suspect 
to 1984 slaying in Los Angeles 


By Lennie LaGuIre 
and Shawn Hublsr 
The Register 

Richard Ramirez’s fingerprints 
match those found at the apart¬ 
ment of an elderly woman whose 
throat was slashed last summer, 
police said Wednesday, indicating 
the so-called “night stalker” 
slayings may have begun much 
earlier than first believed. 

Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl 
Gates said the prints were found 
after the June 28, 1984, slaying of 
Jennie Vincow, 79, and the match 
has prompted authorities to scour 


a !NNOCENT:A mob stalks the 
wrong man in Tennessee/A22 


■ REWARD: Guidelines formed 
for dividing reward/A22 


files dating to 1981 for unsolved 
slayings, robberies, rapes, auto 
thefts, burglaries and child moles¬ 
tations. 

That year marked Ramirez’s 
first arrest in California, in con¬ 
nection with-a petty theft in Pasa¬ 
dena. 

When Ramirez was arrested Sat¬ 
urday in East Los Angeles, police 


said they suspected him of at least 
14 slayings dating back six months. 

As the new, 15th suspected 
“night stalker” slaying came to 
light, other developments included 
the following: 

■ Authorities revealed that a 
Los Angeles police officer stopped 
Ramirez for a traffic violation on 
Aug. 26 — the day after a “night 
stalker” attack on a Mission Viejo 
couple—but did not recognize him 
from composite drawings of the 
suspect. He also was stopped in 
June while allegedly driving a sto¬ 
len car, but he eluded a Los Ange- 
Piease see RAMIREZ/^22 

I 




RAMIREZ: San Francisco reopens investigation into 3 slayings 


FROM A1 

les Police motorcycle officer tyy 
running away. * 

■ Court records show that a 
man matching Ramirez’s descrip¬ 
tion, using the name Richard Mu¬ 
noz Moreno, was released from jail 
Jan. 23 — within a month of the 
onset of this year’s string of at¬ 
tacks. When police named Ra¬ 
mirez on Friday as their prime sus¬ 
pect in the serial killings, Orange 
County Sheriff Brad Gates listed 
Richard Munoz Moreno as one of 
his aliases. 

The man had been serving a sen¬ 
tence in Los Angeles County for the 
- theft of a Toyota station wagon in 
late 1984. 

■ Twenty Los Angeles County 
sheriff’s cadets recovered six arti¬ 
cles of evidence from the York Av¬ 
enue on-ramp to the northbound 
Glendale (2) Freeway near East 
Los Angeles. 

Authorities would not identify 
the articles, which were recovered 
during a search for a handgun Ra¬ 
mirez allegedly dropped before his 
capture in Boyle Heights. But 40 
other cadets looking for the gun 
were called off the search after the 
Glendale Freeway discovery. 

■ Police say Ramirez tele¬ 
phoned his brother in Tucson, pos¬ 
sibly from a Phoenix bus station, 
the night before his capture. The 
brother notified Tucson police the 
next day, just as Ramirez was be¬ 
ing arrested in East Los Angeles. 

Witnesses in Phoenix reported 
seeing the thin drifter hanging 
around the bus station in Phoenix 
on Thursday and Friday. 

■ Sources close to the investi-' 
gation said Wednesday that Los 
Angeles police had enough evi¬ 
dence to file at least three more 
murder charges against Ramirez 
from among the 15 killings attrib¬ 
uted to the “night stalker.” So far, 
one murder charge — for the kill¬ 
ing of William Doi, 66, of Monterey 
Park — has been filed. 

■ San Francisco authorities 
say they expect Ramirez to be ar¬ 
raigned again in Los Angeles this 
week on a murder warrant and 
complaint stemming from the Aug. 
17 slaying of a San Francisco busi¬ 
nessman. 

They also are reopening investi¬ 
gations into three unsolved 
slayings that may be linked to the 
serial killer. The cases include the 
Feb. 20 stabbing of two sisters and 
a June 2 shooting of a 29-year-old 
man. 

■ Orange County authorities 
said they would be ready within 
two weeks to file charges against 
Ramirez in the “night stalker” as¬ 
sault on a Mission Viejo couple 
Aug. 25. 

■ Three Los Angeles-area 
state senators have written a letter 
to Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Sherman Block and. Los Angeles 
Police Chief Gates, asking that the 
residents of East Los Angeles who 
captured Ramirez be given $70,000 
in reward money that was offered 
by various agencies involved in the 
“night stalker” case. 

In the slaying of Vincow in the 
Glassell Park section of Los Ange¬ 
les, two of Ramirez’s fingerprints 


Innocent man is 
by angry Tennessee mob 


Associated Press 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — An in¬ 
nocent man was cornered and 
beaten last weekend by a neigh¬ 
borhood mob looking for a rape 
suspect, and a detective warned 
Wednesday of vigilantism in¬ 
spired by the arrest in the so- 
called “night stalker” case in 
Los Angeles. 

“We don’t know for sure what 
sparked it,” Detective Charles 
Coleman said of Saturday’s inci¬ 
dent, in which 25 people sur¬ 
rounded a man. who resembled a 
police description of a young 
man wanted for rape, sexual as¬ 
sault and robbery. 

“They might have seen it on 
the news. They might have just 
been trying to protect' their 
wives and girlfriends. Just be¬ 
cause somebody looks like the 
person we’re after doesn’t give 
them the right to beat that per¬ 
son half to death,” Coleman 
said. 

The man attacked by East 
Knoxville residents was arrest¬ 
ed but later released after a 
woman who had been attacked 
earlier in the day told police 
that he was not the assailant. 
Coleman said the man was 
“roughed up" but not seriously 
injured. 

“I was walking down the 
street when they jumped on 
him,” 17-year-old Michael Dix¬ 
on said of the teen-ager who was 
wrongly attacked. Dixon said he 
knew the youth from high school 
and tried to protect him. 


match those found last year on a 
window screen removed from the 
woman’s first-floor apartment, 
Gates said. So far, it is the only one 
of the three “night stalker” crime 
scenes that fall under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of Los Angeles police in which 
fingerprints linked to Ramirez 
have turned up, Gates said. In 
most cases, investigators have 
said, the assailant wore cotton 
work gloves* 

"We have one street light for this 
whole neighborhood,” said Vin- 
cow’s next-door neighbor Bill Ga¬ 
llegos. “It’s so dark, anything can 
happen here. You can probably get 
away with more than one murder 
here. 

“I’ve never seen so much fear in 
the neighborhood than during this 
thing. And finding out now that it 
was him (last summer) kind of just 
heightens * the thing ... the para¬ 
noia.” 

Victims of the “night stalker” 
were shot, bludgeoned or stabbed 
or had their throats slashed. In 
nearly every case, the assailant 
crept into victim’s darkened home 
through unlocked or easily forced 
windows or doors. Though the 
choice of victims apparently was 
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“I told them he was OK. A few 
of us got around him so they 
couldn’t get him. It was crazy. 
Everybody’s hunting this guy. 
Everybody thinks they’ve seen 
him,” Dixon said. 

Coleman said the person po¬ 
lice are looking for is suspected 
of eight assaults, a rape, several 
sexual assaults and robberies. 

“This case is hard. gn p.ugh to 
solve without mob |||||ip§s to 
contend with. I jus||| -||| gpme 
little kid doesn’t geflggSgisting 
a shortcut through somebody’s 
back yard,” Coleman said. 

People in the neighborhood 
say they are encouraged by the 
actions of residents of East Los 
Angeles in appprehending Rich¬ 
ard Ramirez, who has since 
been charged with murder and 
seven other felonies in Califor¬ 
nia’s “night stalker” killings. 

“If he gets more aggressive, 
so will we,” Melvin Matthews 
said. “The thing in California 
showed what people can do. 
This man should know his time 
is coming.” 

Charles Kennedy, 30-year-old 
manager of a fried chicken res¬ 
taurant across the street from 
where the attack occurred, said 
the California case was on peo¬ 
ple’s minds. • .■«— 

“We used to be able to leave 
our doors and windows open on 
summer nights. But this guy’s 
got everybody scared, like the 
dude did in California,” Kenne¬ 
dy said. 

Coleman said police have col¬ 
lected little evidence in the case. 


where Ramirez was staying when 
the “night stalker” slaying thore : 
took place, police said. 

However, police said the Irficle* 
mark piece ofi^desjce that linked 
the "night st||pp|killings to Ra¬ 
mirez and to <M|K9nHier was not of 
a satanic nattM^ HSther, they said 
without elaboration, it involves the 
way in which victims were at¬ 
tacked, the way in which their 
homes were entered and crucial 
physical evidence left behind at the 
scene of the attack. 

Meanwhile, reports on an auto 
theft by a man police believe was 
Ramirez have shed some light on 
his reported penchant for using im¬ 
ported station wagons. One detec¬ 
tive on the case said authorities 
believe he had obtained a master 
key capable of opening numerous 
Toyota locks. 

“He stole the car in late Novem¬ 
ber or early December, right out of 
my driveway,” said Louis Rivera 
of Monterey Park, who added the 
1984 theft of his car occurred early 
in the evening while he was at' 
home. "I was watching TV with my 
wife in the house, and I went out¬ 
side to talk my neighbor. The min¬ 
ute I stepped out the door, that va¬ 
cant spot hit me like a bolt of light¬ 
ning. 1 

“What was strange was that I 
had another car right next to it that 
was much nicer and wasn’t even 
locked. ‘Why didn’t he take the 
good car?’ I wondered.” 

When the car was recovered, Ri¬ 
vera’s question was answered. 

"The police said, ‘We got your 
car backjfflidvtfeaJ^eys were in 
it,’ ” igg8||WTOsaid, ‘That’s 
impoSsP?r.fc3Syb>fSy keys.’ I had 
them 0»»Jie had a key 
that a^st^s^^5^o the ignition 

Rivdll^gi^i S.W! was recov- I 


lected little evidence in the case. W3S i re S? V 

ered Dec. 12, about two weeks after 

- the theft, said the man — who was 

arrested in the car after he nearly 
random, police have said, the at- collided with a police vehicle in 
tacker’s methods were so distinc- downtown Los Angeles — appar- 
tive that “you could tell within one ently had been living in the brown, 
minute of w |i]&iif’niito a crime 157fLToyota station wagon, 
scene wheth ^^^^ ibs^ ffcn'efey. ' .«j£fopre were three parking cita- 
him.” , ! i | v^'n^from downtown LA, and there 

At several^^PLlfe I Jruit in it, and milk and some 

five-pointed stSrwhich led me to believe 
known as a pent^riaii-., had beer! P e °P le had actually been 

scrawled on w&fe wifi'Wticfc $ 1m it,” Rivera said. “And 
ink. In San FtafcbiWifc ki!i%r .•-there Vas some other stuff there, 
had inscribed, tfe wurtfc tse** &b>TO*ien ,t was returned to me. A 
Knife” in , Aird d&i®. a rock cassette tape and a 

close to the invePaattoj^iaSj'vhey'hunting knife.” 
were exploring rhv 'ni-epfetliW th&tj 1 \b /&v§ra said P° bce told him Tues- 
several of theeWcis- Xccm4dWj they be ! ieve the ,. car thief 

or around fealst days'Mecftri lbi- l,w ^'^amirezusing an alias. _ 


, And iscu 


th&ettkdh' tTcct’-red'oa!! ' da S"r t, i at they believe the car thi 
fea^t daydliltea; in |bi- ''wis '-temirez using an alias. 


zarre, hybrid satanic-occult calen¬ 
dar. 

In a sworn affidavit filed this 
week, a San Francisco police in¬ 
spector, Frank Falzon, quotes an 
acquaintance of Ramirez’s as say¬ 
ing he “has an intense interest in 
the belief of satanism.” 

Ramirez’s friends have told po¬ 
lice he was fascinated with the oc¬ 
cult and wore a tattoo of the five- 
pointed star under his arm, ac¬ 
cording to the affidavit. Also, 
pentagrams were found on the 
walls of a San Francisco flophouse 


The car-thief also was carrying a 
4-inch folding knife in his jacket 
pocket at the time of arrest and 
had hypodermic needle marks on 
his arms, police reports say. He 
pleaded no contest to the charge of 
auto theft and was sentenced Dec. 
20 to 75 days in jail, with credit for 
eight days served. 

He was released from jail one 
month later, just before the “night 
stalker” attacks began in Febru¬ 
ary, police said. 

Register staff writer Edward 
Humes contributed to this report. 













the ‘stalker’ 
reward 

Panels to decide how 
$75,095 will be split 

By Dan Welkel 

..... The Register 

LOSANGKLES' - wmio- thosJ 
who helped police catch the so-/ 
called “night stalker” suspect die/ 
fer over who deserves $75,095 h* 
rewards, rules are being adopted 
to divvy up the bounties offered for 
the capture and conviction of the / 
~ serial killer. 

In the pot are a $30,095 reward! 
sponsored by the Los Angeles\ 
County Board of Supervisors a 
$25,000 bounty offered by the city of 
Los Angeles, and $10,000 rewards 
from both the governor’s office and 
the city of San Francisco. 

T^s week the Los Angeles Coun- / 
aag& *y Board of Supervisors and the I 
gg4jLos Angeles City Council passed \ 
-j^jguideimes and procedures for alio- j 
•Seating their rewards. San Francis- /I 

co; and the stat? already have pro- / 

visions R> issue, bounties with the /, 
approval of law enforcement. , / ■ 
, " We must have an equitable way / ! 
to dole out the funds ,and a way to i 
make sure claims'are legitimate." \ 
said Marilyn Lewis, a spokeswom¬ 
an for Supervisor Pete Scha- 
barum. j 

On Schabarum’s motion Tues- I 
day Los Angeles County set up the 
■ application process and a panel to 
review claims submitted by those 
who say they have contributed to 
! fhe arrest of Richard Ramirez, the 
night stalker suspect. \ / 

i Th ! Lo §^® 8 Cit y Council fol- I 
lowed su^^^esday, setting up ' 

rives d fror|f^^ of representa- I 

fice and the Las De- *') 

partment. iS®l§ I 

Ramirez, a 25^Pfd drifter j 
a . nd pnme suspect in 15 “night 

stalker slayings and 18 assaults J 

from San Francisco to Mission K 
Viejo, was arrested Saturday after U 
running a gauntlet of angry resi- 

dents man East Los Angeles neigh- I 


f 



borhood. He was charged Tuesday 
with one count of murder and sev¬ 
en other felonies. 

The county panel reviewing the 
applications will be made up of 
representatives from the Los An¬ 
geles County Sheriffs Depart¬ 
ment, the county Counsel’s Office, 
and the county’s Chief Administra¬ 
tive Office. 

They, like the city of Los Angeles 
representatives, will determine 
whether those seeking a reward 
actually contributed to the arrest 
and conviction of Ramirez, if he 
eventually is convicted. 

Reward applications are now be¬ 
ing accepted by the Los Angeles 
City Clerk’s Office and Larry Mon- 
teilh, executive officer for the Los 
Angeles County Board of. Supervi¬ 
sors. ' , ' 

Also during the supervisors reg¬ 
ular board meeting Tuesday, they 
honored seven persons who helped 
capture Ramirez after he allegedly 
tried to steal a car in East Los 
Angeles. 

Receiving plaques were Sheritt s 
Deputy Andres "Andy” Ramirez, 
the first officer at the scene; Car- 
melo Robles; Manuel De La Torre, 
who hit Ramirez with a steel rod; 
his wife, Angelina, who was struck 
by the suspect; Jose Burgoin; 
Frank Moreno; and Faustino Pi- 
non. 

They have differed among them¬ 
selves over who is entitled to the 
rewards. ., . . 

De La Torre, 36, said as far as he 
can remember he and Burgoin, 54, 
i were the only ones who caught the 
"night stalker” suspect. "Every¬ 
body else came to help when we 
already had him.” 

Jose Perez, 30, De La Torre’s 
next door neighbor, said Burgoin 
was not around when he, De La 
Torre and Olegario Garcia, 35, 
captured the suspect. 

Also in contention for a share in 
the rewards is a 13-year-old Or¬ 
ange County boy who provided po¬ 
lice with a partial description of 
the suspect and the license number 
of an orange Toyota station wagon 
linked to the suspect. 
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Deteen and Earl Gregg of Lompoc say they suspected Ramirez of a connection to the killings and went to police with evidence. 


Ramirez’s boyhood home searched 


Lompoc acquaintances of ‘night stalker 1 suspect say they gave evidence to police 


By Lennie LaGuire 
and Jim Carlton 
The Register 

Los Angeles authorities this 
week searched the Texas home of 
the sister of. so-called “night 
stalker” suspect Richard Ra¬ 
mirez, a family member said Fri¬ 
day. 

His brother, Roberto Ramirez, 
in a phone interview from his par¬ 
ents’ home in El Paso, said au¬ 
thorities searched the home of 
Rosa Flores on Ledo Street 
Wednesday. 

Flores, Ramirez’s sister, lives 
in the house in which the suspect 
grew up. 

On Thursday, Los Angeles 
Sheriff’s spokesman Lt. Richard 
Walls said property allegedly sto¬ 
len by Ramirez had been recov¬ 
ered in El Paso, San Francisco 
and the Los Angeles area. 

He would not specify the loca¬ 
tions searched, but said many 
items had been provided volun¬ 
tarily to law-enforcement au¬ 
thorities by people who said they 
had purchased them from Ra¬ 
mirez or been given them by him 


as gifts. Other property was re¬ 
covered with search warrants, 
Walls said. 

In other developments Friday, 
a Lompoc man disturbed by “too 
many coincidences” in the move¬ 
ments of his friend “Rick” de¬ 
scribed the sequence of events 
that had led him to inform au¬ 
thorities of his suspicions. 

Earl Gregg, 25, said he first 
suspected Ramirez might be in¬ 
volved in the string of 15 serial 
killings on Aug. 25, when he heard 
news of the attack that morning 
on a Mission Viejo couple. Gregg 
said he had known Ramirez was 
in Southern California at the 
time, and had been in San Fran¬ 
cisco at the time of an earlier kill¬ 
ing. 

Gregg said he went to Lompoc 
police the next day. Xhgfollowing 
Friday, he said, hefg;;«fs^led au¬ 
thorities with a golOV^st and 
and pearl solitaire $|*p|§imirez 
allegedly had given him. 

Gregg’s sister, Laurie, who 
said she had urged her brother to 
go to police, said officials were 
very appreciative of the tip, 
which police said led them to con¬ 
nect Ramirez with a burglary and 


killing in San Francisco. 

“They told us that it cracked 
the case,” she said. 

Another friend of Ramirez’s, 
Donna Louise Myers of San Pab¬ 
lo, on Friday described the sus¬ 
pect as a “nice and polite” man. 
She said her 4-year-old grand¬ 
daughter saw his picture in the 
paper after the arrest and ex¬ 
claimed, “There’s my Uncle 
Rick!” 

Myers said she had been watch¬ 
ing television news at her home 
with Ramirez several weeks ago 
when he asked her whether she 
thought he resembled the com¬ 
posite drawing of the “stalker” 
suspect. 

“Jokingly, I said, 'You didn’t 
have enough guts,’ ” Myers said. 

Ramirez was arrested in East 
Los Angeles on Aug. 31. 

In Orange County, meanwhile, 
the owner of Lamppost Pizza in 
Mission Viejo announced that 
next Thursday will be “Bill Cams 
Day” at his restaurant. Richard 
Morese said all receipts will be 
given to Cams’ family to help pay 
his medical bills. 

He said the pizza parlor often is 
patronized bv employees of the 


Burroughs Corp., where Cams 
worked before he was hospital¬ 
ized with gunshot wounds after 
the Aug. 25 “night stalker” attack 
at his Mission Viejo home. Mor¬ 
ese said Cams’ girlfriend, who 
was sexually assaulted in the at¬ 
tack, has given her approval to 
the charitable project. 

Cams remained hospitalized in 
serious condition Friday. 

•Los Angeles authorities refused 
to disclose Friday whether Ra¬ 
mirez, 25, had been identified by 
any of the 30 “night stalker” sur¬ 
vivors and witnesses who viewed 
police lineups at the jail Thurs¬ 
day. 

Sheriff’s spokesman Walls also 
refused to say whether any prop¬ 
erty allegedly stolen by Ramirez 
had been identified by the survi¬ 
vors or by about 40 burglary vic¬ 
tims who viewed it at Los Angeles 
Central Jail Thursday. 

The merchandise included 
about 2,000 pieces of jewelry- "Ti 
eluding pearl and ivory 
laces, brooches and 
Also on display in the • jMlj 
ence room were nurr.ero 
ry boxes and video cagi> MBPS 


















Stalker suspect 'certain’ 
to face more charges 


By BRANDON BAILEY 
Special Correspondent 

It’s “almost certain” that Night Stalker suspect 
Richard Ramirez will face more criminal charges 
when he returns to court in three weeks, the pros¬ 
ecutor in the case said. 

Ramirez is now faced with eight criminal charg¬ 
es, stemming from a robbery in Monrovia and a 
murder in Monterey Park. He appeared briefly 
Monday morning in Los Angeles Municipal Court 

Judge Elva Soper granted a second delay in the 
proceedings, after defense attorney Allen Ada- 
shek said he needed more time to study police 
reports and other evidence in the case. Soper 
scheduled Ramirez to return Sept. 27 and enter a 
plea on the charges against him. 

Adashek, a deputy public defender, was as¬ 
signed to Ramirez’s case last week. 

Extra security precautions were evident as 
Ramirez, wearing manacles and blue prison cov¬ 
eralls, was led before the judge. Spectators in the 
crowded courtroom were screened through a 
metal detector before they entered the room 

Afterward, Deputy District Attorney P. Philip 
Halpin told a crush of news reporters that “any 
additional, charges that are going to be filed will 


be filed between now and Sept. 27. 

“It is almost certain that we will file additional 
charges,” the prosecutor added. 

Police and sheriff’s investigators have said they 
suspect Ramirez committed a total of 15 murders 
and other violent attacks in the Night Stalker 
crime spree, which terrorized suburban residents 
of the San Gabriel and San Fernando valleys this 
summer. 

The charges filed last week stem from a May 9 
imrglary and robbery in Monrovia and the May 14 
shooting death of businessman William Doi in his 
Monterey Park home. The intruder who killed 
Doi also raped Doi’s wife. 

Halpin declined to say what other charges may 
be filed. 

San Francisco authorities have charged Rami¬ 
rez with the Aug. 17 murder of accountant Peter 
Pan in that city. But Ramirez probably won’t face 
trial in San Francisco until all charges are re¬ 
solved in Los Angeles County, Halpin said. 

Adashek, meanwhile, told reporters he’s con¬ 
cerned that news reports and public officials’ 
statements have made his client appear guilty 
before the trial has even begun. 




Weather: Mostly sunny 


Some high cloudiness but skies 
should be mostly sunny through Satur¬ 
day. Highs today and Saturday 86 to 94. 
Lows tonight 60 to 65. 

—Full report. Page A-2 
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21 area crimes with possible Stalker link under investigation 


By BRANDON BAILEY crimes, reported since February, that 

surf Writer may be linked to the so-called Night 

Detectives in the Night Stalker inves- Stalker, 
tigation arc looking for evidence in a Authorities previously said the task 


The three-page, typed list is dated ard Ramirez. 

Sept. 2 and titled "Victims of the Night Ramirez, a 25-year-old drifter, has 

Stalker." been formally charged in connection 

A spokesman for the Los Angeles with two murders in Monterey Park 

Hints* Chariff'e __ J n. » . ... 


=KS szuss sSsiss ssSSKSS 

C0Urt d0CU ' n.!* " mplete unable to discuss the cases "There will Police have identified him as the 


ments obtained Thursday. 

In addition to 15 murders that have 
been publicly identified by police and 


list of cases has been made public. 

Crimes in Pasadena. Burbank, Alta- 
dena, Pico Rivera, Long Beach and 


be no comment," Sheriffs Lt. Richard 
Walls said Thursday. 

The list is among documents filed 


Nigh, Stalker task force s Texas c*ourt SZ^Si SJIWTeTS wher^e^ EZSZ&SSl war 

sasasaaar-^ 


Police have identified him as the 
suspect in other Night Stalker crimes, 
including murders and brutal assaults 
that terrorized suburban residents of 
Los Angeles County this year. 

Investigators used the Texas war- 


tims, and to search for weapons, tele¬ 
phone bills and other evidence. 

A sworn affidavit Included in the 
documents states that detectives 
sought Satanic messages or drawings 
and human body parts — specifically, 
eyeballs cut out from a Whittier wom¬ 
an believed to be one of the Night 
Stalker’s earliest murder victims. 

In the affidavit, Sheriff's Sgt. Robert 
Perry said two Northern California 

Please sec STALKER, 
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kloof Prison under state-of- 
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criminatory” against blacks and been publicized,” Duncan said. Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., said the tactic someone else is the majority leader* ,n ~" = 

Stalker: 21 local crimes studied for links to killer 


Continued from Page A-l 

residents told police they received stol¬ 
en jewelry from Ramirez, including 
items Perry said were stolen from 
Night Stalker victims. 

San Francisco area resident Donna 
Myers told detectives she saw Ramirez 
mail a small package filled with stolen 
jewelry to his sister in El Paso, Perry 
said. 

One of the crimes on the Texas list is 
a May 30 assault on a 40-year-old 
Burbank woman who was raped and 
robbed in her home. 

Investigators searched the homes of 
Ramirez’s relatives for jewelry and 


other items stolen from the woman's 
residence, according to the court file. 

Also listed are eight crimes against 
children younger than 10 . 

Investigators previously acknowl¬ 
edged they were looking into four cas¬ 
es in which young children were kid¬ 
napped from suburban coma aniSes 
and molested before being drtJBpad aS 
in Los Angeles. 

In addition to those fout casts 
reported in Los Angeles, Arcadia. 
Montebello and Monterey Park — the 
remaining four cases involved a 6-year- 
old girl from Pico Rivera, an 8-year-old 
girl from Rosemead, a 6-year- old girl 
from Los Angeles and an 8-year-old 


boy from Los Angeles. 

The list also includes a March 24 
murder in Long Beach and a July 16 
murder in Pasadena. Police at first saw 
similarities in those cases, but they are 
not being linked to the Night Stalker, 
detectives with the Long Beach and 
Pasadena Police Departments said 
Thursday. 

A Feb. 22 assault in Santa Monica, in 
which an elderly husband and wife 
were severely beaten but survived 
their injuries, also has been ruled out, 
said Santa Monica Police Detective 
Shane Talbot. 

The March 21 stabbing death of a 38- 
year-old Altadena woman also is listed. 


Investigators confirmed the case had 
some similarities to the Night Stalker 
killings, but another person reportedly 
was arrested in connection with that 
death. 

No information could tss learned 
Thursday about other listed cases that 
occurred in Whittier, Pico Rivera and 
San Gabriel. 

The list also includes cases that have 
been publicly linked to the Night Stalk¬ 
er: 14 murders, the bludgeoning of a 
16- year-old Sierra Madre girl, the 
robbery of an elderly Monrovia woman 
and the rape of a 64- year-old Monte¬ 
rey Park woman 


In another development Thursday, 
Manuel Barraza, a Texas lawyer re¬ 
tained by Ramirez's family, publicly 
criticized the Los Angeles County Pub¬ 
lic Defender's office for its handling of 
the case. 

Barraza complained that Deputy 
Public Defender Allen Adashek has 
allowed detectives to question Ramirez 
and has ignored Barraza’s offer of as¬ 
sistance in the defense, wire services 
reported. 

The Texas attorney, who has said he 
would handle offers for book and mov¬ 
ie rights to Ramirez's story, reportedly 
charged that Adashek is.now trying to 
field those offers--- 
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The Victims’ Stories 


The first to die was 34-year-old Dayle 
Okazaki. 


He preys mainly 
on the'most 
vulnerable- 
children, wpineh^ 
living alone, ' • 
elderly couples, ;., !: 
Most often, he 
creeps through 
unlocked windows 
and doors in the 
pre-dawn hours, 
attacking while 
his victims sleep. 


Law officers combing through her Rosemead 
condominium on that cloud-shrouded March 18 
morning believed that it was a single act of 
violence—one of the more than 1.000 homicides 
reported yearly in Los Angeles County. 

Five months later, after a task force of law 
enforcement officers compared notes on 30 
unsolved assaults and killings, it became chill¬ 
ingly apparent that they were looking at the 
work of a serial killer. 

The Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
announced at a late night news conference 
Friday that the assailant has definitely been tied 
to 14 murders and 19 assaults. Previously, 
investigators had conclusively linked the killer 
to eight deaths and 15 assaults. 

The victims newly identified by Sheriff 
Sherman R. Block include Joyce Nelson. Wil¬ 
liam Doi, Lela and Max Kr.elding and Vincent 
and Maxine Zazzara. The others are Dayle 
Okazaki. Tsai-Lian Yu. Mabel Bell. Patty Hig¬ 
gins. Mary Cannon. Chainarong Khovananth, 
Elyas Abowath and Peter Pan. The crimes 
linked Friday to the killer occurred weeks ago. 
and local law enforcement officials had strongly 
suspected a connection. 

In an investigation larger than the one in the 
infamous 1977-78 Hillside Strangler case, detec¬ 
tives are going over every detail of the deaths, 
apparently at the hands of what one law officer 
called a "cunning and very, very dangerous" 
killer. 


A Path of Violence 
From the Southland 
to San Francisco 


By CAROL McGRAW, Times Staff Writer 


One of the victims was a student, another a 
special education teacher. Two were business 
executives and one a parking lot attendant 

Several were doting grandmothers, others 
lived alone. One contributed his time as a deacon 
in his church, another practiced meditation in 
his garden. One adored Glenn Miller records, 
another played the organ. One had been de¬ 
tained in a Japanese detention center in World 
War II. 

They moved to California from many places: 
Pakistan, Italy, Pennsylvania. Kentucky. Five 
were Asians. Although their origins differed, 
they have become inextricably linked in death. 

The Valley Intruder or Night Stalker, as 
detectives ha^$lt$*$|idrn. preys mainly on 
the most vulR^f||ije^i’ft1dren. women living 
alone, elderly snatched at least 

two children sexually assaulted 


children off the streets, sexually assaulted them 
and let them go. He dragged one young woman 
from her car and shot her to death. Most often, 
however, he has crept through unlocked win¬ 
dows and doors before dawn, attacking while his 
victims slept. Several of the homes' were 
ransacked and valuables were taken. 

He has bludgeoned some victims, slashed 
others and shot still others to death. Victims who 
have lived to tell about the terrifying attacks 
have described their assailant as a 25- to 
30-year-old man, 6 feet tall, slender, with curly 
hair and stained, gapped teeth. 

The homes of his murder victims are surpris¬ 
ingly similar: All but one are small single-story 
residences with tidy front yards. Most *e set 
serenely in look-alike middle-income neighbor¬ 
hoods within sight of freeways or within blocks 
of off-rampe. Almost all were painted shades of 
yellow. 

The attacks were first clustered in the San 
Gabriel Valley-Arcadia, Monterey Park. Rose¬ 
mead. Monrovia and Sierra Madre. In August, as 
law enforcement agencies and Neighborhood 
Watch groups in those areas were on the alert, 
the killer ranged further. Murder cases bearing 
his stamp cropped up along the freeway corri¬ 
dors of the foothills, in Glendale. Northridge, 
Sun Valley and Diamond Bar. And last week the 
swath of violence spread to San Francisco. 

Here are the victims’ stories, as pieced 
together from interviews with police, relatives 
and friends. 


DAYLE OKAZAKI 

Rosemead, March 17 


Dayle Okazaki, two weeks shy of 
her 35th birthday, spent the eve¬ 
ning of March 17 at her parents’ 
house, watching a television movie 
and chatting about her boyfriend 
and recent promotion to traffic 
supervisor with Los Angeles Coun¬ 
ty- 

Bom in Hawaii, the slightly built 
Miss Okazaki had attended local 
schools, including Pasadena City 

Cfc. -t th... 
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INTRUDER: The Stories of Killer¥i4 Victims 
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■illiSfit. fell 

asleep on the couch watching tele¬ 
vision. Hours later, an assailant 
crawled through a window and 
bludgeoned her to death. 

Several neighbors later told po¬ 
lice that around 3 a.m. they had 
heard a dog barking, bushes rus¬ 
tling and a scream. 

CHAINARONG 

KHOVANANTH 

Sun Valley, July 20 


road, they had only one. close 
neighbor. Bell liked it that way, but 
her relatives worried. 

Born in Kentucky, Ma Bell, as 
her family called her, moved to 
California 35 years ago. Widowed 
at an early age, she worked as a 
secretary for Vernon Tool Co. to 
support her two children. Mrs. Bell, 
not wishing her invalid sister to be 
institutionalized, took her into her 
home. 

She was the center of the family, 
which included 12 grandchildren. 
Two of those she helped through 
college. 

Although Mrs. Bell’s health was 


ELYAS ABOWATH 

Diamond Bar, Aug. 8 


_--—J 

TfeillJime Chainarong Khov- 
ananth’s sister saw her brother 
alive was on her daughter’s birth¬ 
day. 

“He had been to Mexico and 
brought her back a beautiful leath¬ 
er jacket He loved her like he did 
his own,’’ she said tearfully. 

Khovananth, a 32-year-old 
parking attendant who immigrated 
from Thailand 10 years ago, lived 
with his wife and two children in a 
small frame house that abuts a 
freeway in Sun Valley. 

A quiet, friendly man, Khova'n- 
anth loved to spend hours in his 
yard gardening. 

An assailant stalked through 
that garden around 6 a.m. July 20, 
entering the house and fatally 
shooting Khovananth. He then tied 
up and beat Kbovananth’s wife, 
Somkid, and his 8-year-old son. 
Both survived. A 2V6-year-old 
daughter slept through the ordeal 
and was not harmed. Khovananth 
was buried with a deck of playing 
cards at his side, relatives said. 

“He loved blackjack," his sister 
explained. "But it wasn’t really the 
card game he liked. It was being 
with his family, friends. . .making 
them happy.” 


MABEL BELL 

Monrovia, May 29 

Mabel Bell, 84, and her invalid 
sister, Florence Lang, 81, had spent 
the last 25 years in the modest 
home framed with roses and a 
white picket fence on the outskirts 
of Monrovia. 

Living high above the San Ga¬ 
briel Valley on a lonely winding 


deteriorating, she still jflrftV ft her 
own car and played bijiRMferal 
times a week. mmjam 

Every year she senK$fs|p|$|lbu- 
tion to a fund to keep the Statue of 
Liberty in good condition. 

"On one side she was the very 
practical business woman, on the 
other, a warm caring person,” said 
a grandson, his voice hoarse with 
emotion. "I still can’t talk about 
her.” 

Some time between May 29 and 
June 1, an assailant entered the 
home through an unlocked door 
and viciously beat both women. On 
the morning of June 1, a gardener, 
suspicious because of their open 
door, entered the tiny house and 
found the battered women lying in 
their bedrooms. 

Mrs. Bell, whom friends called a 
"gutsy, independent old lady,” 
clung to life for six weeks after the 
brutal, assault but died of massive 
t jjplpfo-auma July 15. 

^/plsister survived, but relatives 
ajj|||£<pie can no longer speak and 
will be hospitalized indefinitely. 

PATTY ELAINE HIGGINS 

Arcadia, June 27 

The first time the Monrovia 
School District’s personnel director 
met Patty Elaine Higgins, she 
could not imagine how the quiet 
“frail-looking wisp of a woman” 
could possibly handle a roomful of 
aggressive special education stu¬ 
dents. 

. “But we found she had a confi¬ 
dence, inner spirit and strength 
that was amazing,” the director 
said. "She spent a great deal of 
time, energy and dedication on her 
job.” 

Miss Higgins, 32, grew up in a 
small town near Pittsburgh. After 
graduating from college, she be¬ 
came a counselor for emotionally 
disturbed boys and later taught 
disabled students in Virginia. 

She moved to California in 1979. 

"Few people knew her well,” one 
friend said. "She wasn’t one that 
told life secrets the first time she 
met someone. But she had some 
very close friends who were very 
special to her 

On June 27, she worked late at 
Bradoaks School, decorating her 
room and getting ready for summer 
school. 

She apparently arrived at mid 
evening at the bungalow in Arcadia 
that she shared with her pet cocker 
spaniel. She had no next-door 
neighhjtt jL bec ause her house 
stands a real estate office 

and a t-j;-'r.;nfction site on a dimly 
lit str&X Santa Anita Park. 

Higgins'did h6t show up at school 
on July 2, and co-workers, con 
cerned that she might be ill, asked 
a friend to check on her. 

He found her partially clad body 
in the bathroom. Her throat had 
been slashed. Police believe that 
the murder occurred June 27 or 28. 


The house perched on a hillside 
cul-de-sac in a relatively new 
neighborhood in Diamond Bar was 
not fenced and was poorly lit, 
police said. The murder took place 
about 4 a.m. Aug. 8. 

Elyas Abowath, 35, was shot in 
the head shortly after the killer 
entered the house through an open 
door. His wife, Sakina, 28, was then 
assaulted : Tfae two children were 
unharih^'andwas the 3-year- 
nltl. son .who went next door to tell 
r#li 2 'hfeoiig; “Daddy isn’t feeling 
was a Pakistani 
worked for a com¬ 
puted Cdiftpahy.-He and his wife 
sometimes joined in barbecue par¬ 
ties at their neighbor’s home. 

In the aftermath of the tragedy, 
many area residents have barred 
their doors, locked their windows 
and have held slumber parties and 
all-night vigils to help them deal 
with the long hours before day. 

“They were wonderful people; 
we won’t say anymore,” said close 
friends. "We’re afraid to talk. So is 
the family.” 

MARY LOUISE CANNON 

Arcadia, July 2 

Mary Louise Cannon, 75, a wid¬ 
ow, lived in Arcadia, less than two 
miles from where Miss Higgins was 
murdered. 

Her husband died two years ago, 
and she had fought off two bouts of 
cancer. But she was an independ¬ 
ent woman who had the strength to 
rebound. 

Born on a farm near Downey, 
Cannon attended business school 
and married Darrel Cannon, a local 
horse trainer, and kept books for 
their business. 


with her-five granddaughters, had 
recently redecorated her house 
with new carpeting and furniture. 
She was looking forward to a trip to 
Australia with a senior citizens' 
group. 

On July 1, she was in a minor 
traffic accident. Her car was dam¬ 
aged, and a police officer gave her a 
ride home. 

The next morning a neighbor 
went into her house after finding 
that a screen had been pulled off a 
front window. He called police 
after he found belongings strewn 
about the place. 

* Police found Mrs. Cannon in the 
back of the house, with her throat 
slit. 

.Two months later, her son said 
that the horror of the murder really 
hit when he visited the house. "I 
saw all the fingerprint powder all 
over the walls and large chunks of 
her new carpeting dug up by police 
as evidence.” 

PETER PAN 

San Francisco, Aug. 17 

“I can fly,” Peter Pan told new 
acquaintances with a straight face 
when repeatedly quizzed about the 
similarity between his name and 
that of the story book character. 

Pan, 66, who was born in Taiwan, 
attended the Wharton School in 
Ph|pl||if8a. He returned to Tai- 
w £>«.,■; worked for a railroad firm 
an: moved to Hong Kong, 

wheR?Siff%pened an import-export 
business. 

Peter and Barbara Pan immi¬ 
grated to California 16 years ago. 

He enjoyed gardening. “He told 
me it was meditation for him," a 
friend said. 

Pan "was the first to arrive for 
work in the morning . . . was a 
hard-worker who did his job with¬ 
out complaint and got along well 
with co-workers,” his boss said. 

He kept a photograph of his 
3-year-old granddaughter on his 
desk. 

During the night of Aug. 17, an 
intruder entered the Pans’ home in 
the Lakeside District of San Fran¬ 
cisco through an unlocked window. 

Pan and his wife, 64, were both 
shot in the head. They were found 
the next morning by one of their 
three children, who stopped by for 
a visit Pan had died of his wounds. 
His wife, a bank clerk, is in stable 
condition at San Francisco General 
Hospital, where for 16 years her 
husband worked as an accountant. 

"He was very proud to be an 
American,” a friend said. "He al¬ 
ways talked about how valuable 
freedom is.” 


Mrs. Cannon, who enjoyed nee¬ 

He added: "He was a pacifist. He 

dlepoint, her roses and visiting 

hated violence.” 
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Callers bombard police with tips and questions on the Night Stalker 


Some ways to make yourself 
safe from would-be intruders 


Whether this recent spate of kliBngs, 
rapes and assaults m the San 
Fernando and San Gabriel valleys is 
the work of one individual or a number 
of individuals, one fact remains 
alarmingly clear: Gone are the days 
when we can keep our doors and 
windows unlocked and stin feel safe. 
But what are we supposed tb do? 
Barricade ourselves in? Arm 
ourselves? Well, according to John 
Carroll, vice president of WBd Wing 
Productions, the maker of the video 
•Principles of Home Defense.'' we'd 
better do something, or else possibly 
suffer the consequences. Canon, a 
reserve deputy sheriff for the last 2 Vi 
years, was interviewed by Herald staff 
writer M«on McGhff. 


Q&A 


t When did you create 
the video “Principles of Home 
Defense," and why? 

Carroll: Well, it was created by 
Drew Michaels. He had the idea. 
When he and I and Bill Keyes were 
going through thd Sheriffs Acad¬ 
emy. we were trying to be reserve 
sheriffs, we were all In the movie 
industry and we discussed the 
project, because a lot of the things 
we learned in the Sheriff’s Acad¬ 
emy we realized were going to be 
very valuable to us, not only as 
reserve sheriffs, but in our home 
lives as well. So we pursued the Idea 
of creating a tape based on home 
defense. 

Qt Essentially, what is the 
video? 

At It ts a cassette designed to 
leach the average citizen bow he 
can choose not to be a victim, and 
how he can defend himself, his 
family and his home. We teach a 
person what not to do. then what to 
do In handling an assailant in the 
home. 

Qi What response have you had 
from law enforcement officials? 

Ai We heard from the LAPD 
that they are showing it in their 
neighborhood watch programs. The 
> same thing with the sheriffs de- 
< partment. We are going to donate 
21 tapes to the different stations 
^nd they are going to show it in 
What they call their community 
service slot, which is their equiva¬ 
lent of the Neighborhood Watch 
program. 

Q* How many law enforcement 


Qt Some people think that a 
home is lesi’ iafe with a handgun 
around, especially if there are 
children around 

A: That’s an individual choice. 
Some people like to have a handgun 
around the home, a lot of people 
don't — either way is fine. It is an 
individual choice. 

Q: Having a handgun around 
implies an awesome responsibility 
of properly caring for a weapon. 

At WeU, if you are not going to 
get the proper training for a gun. 
and pronely look after it. and 
practice, then I suggest that you 
don't get one. If you are going to 
make the decision that you are 
going to keep a gun in your house, 
and that is a big decision, then 
you'd better get the proper train¬ 
ing. know hoy to handle it. Because 
If you don’t, the chances are that 
the guy could Uke.lt off you. 

Qt How many homes do have 
handguns now? 

A: The last statistic I had was 
that there are over 60 million 
handguns In the United’ States. I 
would Imagine a good guess is that 
80 percent of those are for home 
protection. 

Qt What suggestions do you 
have for home defense for the 
person who refuses to have a 
loaded gun in their home? 

At That’s fine. But still have a 
home defense plan that if some¬ 
body does break Into your home, 
they’ll encounter a deadbolt on 
your bedroom door. That's the last 
line of defense. You can lock the 
door and they can t come in and 
hurt you. If they come in and steal 
something out of your house, that’s 
fine. Let them take it Police will 
get them later. But at least you are 
not going to get into a confronta¬ 
tion. If you can avoid a confronta¬ 
tion. do so. If they decide they want 
to attack you. then you should have 
some sort of defense or else you are 
going to be a victim. 

That’s where we come in with a 
very strong statement in our video 
which says that it is your choice to 
be a victim. You decide. If someone 



But authorities say they're 
no closer to finding killer 


By Mwv S- Warrack 

Herald staff writer 


Lavf enforcement .officers con¬ 
tinuing their search for a brutal 
serial killer again were bombarded 
with telephone calls from helpful 
frightened residents yesterday, but 
authorities said they were no clow.- 
to finding the man who has terror¬ 
ized parts of Los Angeles County. 

“The tips haven’t led to any¬ 
thing, as of yet ” said Sheriffs Capt. 
William R. Hinkle. 

Six agencies, including the sher¬ 
iffs department, are searching foe 
the socalled Night Stalker, who 
enters: darkened homes through 
unlocked doors or windows. Tt>e 
man has been linked to at least 14 
recenf attacks, Including 
murders. 

He could be responsible for as 
many as 30 attacks since February, 
most recently the rape and beating 
of an 84-year-old woman in San 
Gabriel early Sunday, according to 
police.. 

The sheriff’s department’s Tem¬ 
ple City station, in whose Jurisdic¬ 
tion Sunday's attack occurred, was 
among, the offices flooded with 
calls, if 

“It’s been quite hectic," Lt. 
Volker Niewlsch said. “The concern 
is very, real." 

Many, callers have told authori¬ 
ties that they believe they have 
spotted-’-the suspect. Othen have 
asked fqr advice on bow to secure 


“We come in with a 
very strong 
statement in our 
video which says 
that it is your 
choice to be a 
victim. If someone 
comes at you, it is 
your decision if 
you are going to 
take it lying down 
or if you are going 
to fight back.” 


Chelr homes and how to comfort 
frightened relatives, Niewlsch said. 

"We had one woman who was 
unable to calm down her daughter.. 
who Is 19 and lives at home." 
N'iewwb skill ' All we can do is tell 
people tic ftasics Keep your doors 
and window* locked, even if its., 
w-srir. and uncomfortable aod you 
need to use .a. fan or air condition- 
i ng." 

in Monterey Park, where jwAlce 
are ifcvesU&a’ir.e several attack* 
that may be linked to the Night 
Stalker, officers yesterday reported 
heightened, swart-new throughout 
the conjuiinlty. Sor.ve resident are 
slaying.ovwifghi at friends' home* 
acd seme children act sleeplug in 
their pirenU’ bedroom, said DavW 
Riser, a reserve officer wilb the 
Montorey Pars Police Deputaseat. 

In th" approximately 30 cases 
being Investigated, no pattern baa 
as yet emetged regarding weapons, 
victims w days of attack. The only 
common denominators are that Lfce 
suspect entered each house 
through an unlocked door or win¬ 
dow and that all of the residences 
had poor, if any, outside lighting. 

A composite drawing of the 
suspect, based on descriptions pro¬ 
vided by surviving victims, has 
been distributed throughout South¬ 
ern California. The killer was de¬ 
scribed as white, possibly Hispanic, 
age 25 to 30, about 6 feet tall, witb 
dark, curly hair and gapped, very 
discolored teeth 



Pefrsa are seeking suspect who resem¬ 
bles t Ha sketch in Night Stalker cases. 


“All we can do is 
teU people the 
basics. Keep your- 
doors and 
windows locked, < 
even if it’s warm ■ 
and uncomfortable 
and you need to 
use a fan or air 
conditioning. ” 

Lt. Volker Niewlsch 


It only happens to someone else, 
when it happens to you, it is too 
late. You should take precautions. 
Anybody who leaves their doors 
and windows unlocked at night is 
asking for trouble. 

Qt What does a reserve deputy 
sheriff do? 

At Basically, we work In 
different fields. Some work on 
patrol. At times, we are assigned to 
the photo reserve company. We are 
assigned, mainly because of our 
expertise in Ihe movie industry, to 
make officer survival training 
films. We take an incident where 
maybe a deputy sheriff was killed 
and maybe It was his own fault that 


HOME 

DELIVERY 


CALL 


ARE YOU ON HOLD? 


IS [VERY ASPECT OF YOUR BUSINESS CROWING 
EXCEPT YOUR PHONE SYSTEM? 




video?. - 

As 1 know the LAPD is, I think 
the Sin Fernando PD. fa. We have 
had some inquiries from a place in 
that we 


ni: 


i nob. 

iveb’t i 


It's something 


going after the P Da, but we wlU. I 
think the program fa very pro-law 
enforcement . , 

Q: Have yqu shown the video to 
anybeighborhood groups? 

As We haven’t, but we have 
shown it to the L.A. Commission on 
Assaults Against Women, and to 
ouf bank, the Warner Bank in 
Woodland Hills. They were very 
impressed with the program and 
they asked us to come in early one 
Monday morning and show it to all 
of their employees. 

Os Does the video suggest that 
it’s a good idea to have a handgun 
in the home? 

■i As We’re not advocating hand¬ 
guns. and we’re not saying not to 
use them. If a person decides he 
; wants a handgun in the home, then 
the proper training and practice fa 
essential. 


you are going 10 u»ae it lying aown 
or if you are going to fight back. 
And we suggest that you fight back. 

Os How much would it cost to 
make the average home reasonably 
secure? 

As It can be done with an 
elaborate alarm system, or you can 
get these small portable alarms that 
fit/ on the door, and they cost only 
about MO. You can, depending on 
h6w muph security you want, spend 
from $100 up to several thousand. 

I Qs The socalled Night Stalker 
fa very much in the news. Most of 

6 victims have had unlocked 
ows or doors. Does that sur- 
you? 

Ms No. There are a lot of people 
who just live In the it-can’t-happen 
tome syndrome. That’s a wrong 
attitude. You have to make a plan. 
It’i like people saying thweV nOt 
going to btj.an earthquake, (n 
there was a hell of an earthquake. 
People say, ‘.There's not go Ingto fe 
a fire." and there are fins all the 
time. The same thing wift ertaw. 
Aid If you go through life thinking 


made a mistake. So we make a film 
pointing out what actually hap¬ 
pened. and then we show what he 
should have done. We show that to 
all the cadets going through the 
academy, ail the officers. It fa also 
sold to different law enforcement 
agencies across the country, hope¬ 
fully so that other officers will not 
make the same mistake, a 

Qj Are reserve deputies volun 
teers? 

Ax Yes. Strictly volunteers. We 
are paid a dollar a year. On average, 
the deputy reserve would put in 
between 400 and 600 hours a year. 

Qi Is there any advice that you 
would give to people in the Los 
Angeles area to protect themselves 
against this socalled Night Stalker? 

Ax Lock your doors and 
windows at night Make, in your 
own mind, a defense plan that if 
you do hear a noise in your house, 
decide what you are going to do. 
because if you don’t, it's too late. 

— edited by Mttdwll Fink 


I With their porch lights on and dander up, 
Americans have ‘Night Out’ against crime 


Association of Town Watch, based about It," said LAPD spokesman 
in Wynnewood, pa.. which organ- Willie Wilson. 

Ired the effort Sheriff, Deputy Steve Lee said, 


bol a iatzv theme sore and nmw , , Peskl 5 Mld >'« r 23 commun- “We used to have a program In the 

suptiJt^neWhhofho'r eSuos/ ? “V" If' N ‘* M 0ul ' ' 60s 10 »» «U«1 'Burn 

OT ISl S Z»r^ ? H “ nd h f p >P«As'Bat figure to more a Light.' but as far as I know there 
w, nJuSu NlS."O u? am? ,r ?' , ‘ XIa, - . _ * -Mlting Uke that going on no»." 

crime effort atailnt toihow Z. . D “P IIC * recen i 01 *l*y- New York City will participate 
^gcre aSd ^hiera “we“e mZd a“S *"**, by ? "2 p "“ d “Iter in for the first time, with community 
• the Los Angeles area, there were no groups holding flashlight parades 
local Night Out observances and prayer vigils. Police Commfa- 
planned. , sioner Benjamin Ward caUed on 

Officials from the Los Angeles city residents to “Uke back, their 
c ih«* Po,,ce Department and the Los community themselves.” \ . 
mon Ange,es County Sheriffs Depart- In Dover, Del., the Robbins Hose 
ment said they knew of no plans to Fire Co. plans to blow a whistle 

JSS-- - 


Jiting back." 

Police officers were to be • 
f honor at a block picnic in.New 
•sey and a balloon releas# was 
hned in Minnesota to 
j year of the symbolic • 

Iration against crime. 


•York sute planned simply /o spend 
a?nighttime hour on their illumi- 
njted front porches. f 

■“The whole idea fa each neigh¬ 
bor knows that other neighbors 
care.” said SgL Robert lassabn of 
the police crime resfaUnce unit in 
Baltimore, where 8.000 households 
were expected to participate. 

In Detroit. Police Chief William 
L. Hart wrote 41 cltlzeqradio patrol 
groups and 5,000 block clubs, asking 
members to Join the^ sit-out as a 
“show of solidarity against crime.” 

"Night Out fa a symbolic demon¬ 
stration that will let criminals know 
that we’re mad and lighting back,” 
said Matt Peskin of the National 


We haven’t heard anything begins at 8 p.m. 


when the Night Out vigil officially 


i—NO MONEY 

rROOM AOOITION8 ” —— 
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DOWN-i 


; roopb 

I PATIO ROOMS 

• furnaces 

I CEMENT SOS 
■ KITCHEN s BATH REMOOELED 
I STUCCO 
I HOME REPAIRS 
» - . _ _CONSOUOATI<H«_£P TOUR _ 1 

MID CITY BUILDERS, INC. 

ISAS N. H|MM A**.. l_A. 

($ 13 ) 462-1881 


PAINTING 
ELECTRIC 
OARAOI DOORS 
FENCES 
■RON BUROOR BARS 
CEMENT ORIVIWAVS 
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
TEXCOTE 


CALL 

TODAYI 

K CTNfl 


24MOUB «tva 


UP TO 
IS YIARS 
TO PAY 


1-800 
HERALD-X 


y-. 


OR 

744-1122 


CALL FOR A NO-COST CONSULTATION 

* ACT NOW * 


COMDIAL • TIE • ITT • NORTHERN 
LEASING • INSTALLATION • SERVICE 


S£*u 1213)370-367 31 

15800 Haelhorne Bfvd (OH 405 Freeway), lawtvlale. CA 90260 

Serving the Southland sinca 1979 


Now! Presenting World’s all-new 

42-MONTH* BABY JUMBO 


tO;53l 10.01 

Sensational rate! $29,000 Minimum! 
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WORLD SAVINGS (d 

The difference is money in your pocket! 


One ol America's Largest Savings and Loans with $11 Billion In Assets 


For savings, checking 
and vehicle loan rates 
call toll-free: 


CERRITOS 

11400 E South St 

924-8371 


LOS ANGELES 

2033 Wilshire Bl.d 

483-1016 


BRENTWOOD 

11601 Wilshire Blvd 
477-8004 


LYNWOOO 

11170 Long Beach Blvd. 
638-0511 


NORTH HOLLYWOOD 
10064 Riverside Or. 
98O-450S 
SANTA MONICA 
1333 Montana Ave 
45V8944 


1-800-H0T-RATE o-eoo-aee-roN 

___ Ovw 100 branches throughout California C onsult yoor terephons directory 

•42 months to 80 months, your choice t Yield reflects benefit of World's continuous compounding when principal and interest 
remain on deposit for one year Substantial penalty 'or withdrawal before metunty 
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By Lennie LaGuire 
and Jeffrey Brody 

The Register 

Richard Ramirez, suspect in a 
string of IS so-called “night stalk¬ 
er" slayings, had close brushes 
with the law hours before and after 
the killer's last known attack in 
Mission Viejo, officials said Thurs- 
day. 

About 30 survivors and witnesses 
to “night stalker" attacks, mean¬ 
while, assembled Thursday night 
at the central jail in Los Angeles to 
view police lineups that included 
Ramirez and to examine property 
police believe he stole. 

Orange County Sheriff Brad 
Gates said 13-year-old James Ro¬ 
mero III had notified deputies of a 


a 'LOW KEV: Defense lawyer 
gels praise from colleagues’AIO 

his garage in Mission Viejo at 1:30 
a.m. Aug. 25, just an hour and 10 
minutes before authorities were 
notified of the brutal attack on Wil¬ 
liam Cams and his girlfriend about 
a mile away at their Chrisanta 
Drive home. 

Gates said the deputies respond¬ 
ed to the call — made by the boy’s 
father — within four minutes and 
took a routine prowler report. The 
brown-haired eighth-grader was 
able to provide a description of the 
orange car and a partial license 
plate number — information that 
later was crucial in linking the sus¬ 
pect to the Mission Viejo attack. 

sea SUSPECT/A16 
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Unwelcome notoriety 
for low-key’ defender 


FflOMAI 

Thenestday,oLos Angeles po- 

lice offfcar flowed Ramirez for ^ 

drtvieg a rcotdrcyde withour a l> , Mi 

cet£«, according to u>.< AKgaies i$aJBS83EMk 'fS- 
J^iice. Chief Dhryl-Sarw;. Racnros 

used aft alias and tad/sbt.heeo ^ 

named yet as a sy^det in the ML 

string of attacks, <%m sa& The g r ir # -W^ 

police officer did o&'rftaGg'elZe Ra* »JI w T »/ 

nrirez from composite drawings of jjaapft. 
the man known as the "night stalk- .. ^ 

Ramirez, 25, was arrested Satur- pfr fjSj 
daf after residents of the East Los HSjjSjj 

Angeles community of Boyle '<- 9K< 

Heights captured him after he al- p Mreftjfc 
legally tried to steal a car. fipM||P||HL m|| . 

Tuesday, he was arraigned on a w§gK 

murder charge in the killing of a ’3§1 q, 

Monterey Park businessman, and B Pc^f ^ 

he'has been named in a murder 
complaint filed in San Francisco. .*@§Kfc 

Additional charges are to be filed ^ 

soon, according to prosecutors. : ' V \ 

In Los Angeles, authorities said *•• . 

30 witnesses and survivors were jfffcj ^ 
present for the lineup, but a partic- * 9HRBHHHHL JBHHuE 
ipant said about 70 other burglary 

victims also came to the jail to-r— "• u ~ 

identify property on display. • ?*>s. 

The items, displayed on three dlfiBK? - 

long tables in a conference room at 3 

the jail, were about 2,000 individual 
pieces of jewelry, including pearls, 
ivOry necklaces and watches. ' 

There were also a number of video- 

cassette tapes, including "Escape 4 0*- if* 

from Alcatraz.” ” — 

Los Angeles sheriffs spokesman \ 

Lt. Richard Walls said the proper- ,. j _ t T~ 

ty’was recovered in El Paso, Tex- % j i 

as; Ramirez’s hometown, as well Iv -/ » 

as; in San Francisco and the Los /* J 

Angeles area. He said some of the 
material was recovered with - 

Search warrants, but most was Pat Tehan/The Register 

brought forward by people who 

said they either bought it from Ra- Gates said there was no pursuit 
mirez or received it from him as a of the car seen by Romero because 
gift. deputies did not have enough infor- 

Walls would not say whether any mation at that time, 
identifications, either of Ramirez "We didn’t know what we were 
orof the property, had been made looking for,” Gates said. ,r Kow 
as'of Thursday night. could we have a chase?” 

Walls was asked to assess the He said deputies began "wan- 
enjotional effect Thursday night’s dard investigative processes** af- 
se§sions had on the survivors. ter talking to the boy, which iccfcid- 

Vif-you can imagine the most dis- ed calling state officials in Sacra- 
traught, painful experience, it’s memo for possible matches to The 
gojfig on in there right now, I’ll tell car, and trying to determine 
yog,” Walls said, standing outside whether any similar cars had been 
the tail. reported stolen. 

Romero’s identity was made Gates said he could not pinpoint. 
public for the first time Thursday the precise time at which the con- 
atj.§» news conference. Sheriff nection between the car and the 

3 tes called the boy’s tip “the attack was made. Previously, offi- 
sl important information out of cials have said that Orange County 
2,(KK3 phone calls” on the case. - authorities put out a bulletin on the 


By Dan Welkel his clients. 

The Register "He is very professional,” said 

Deputy Public Defender Stuart 
LOS ANGELES — His friends Rappaport, Adashek’s former su- 
and colleagues at the Public De- pervisor now in charge of 220 attor- 
fender’s Office say Allen R. Ada- neys assigned to the county’s 
shek is a "low-key,” businesslike branch courts, 
attorney who has never sought "Adashek does not encourage 
publicity during his 16-year career, notoriety,” Rappaport said. “He’s 
But this summer publicity found not looking to get his name in the 
the 42-year-old defense lawyer in paper. He’s a self-deprecating indi- 
the form of Richard Ramirez, ac- vidual and a good guy at putting 
cused of the so-called "night stalk- down pomposity. Adashek will al- 
er” slayings. ways take care of business.” 

Since Adashek was appointed Business in this case means Ra- 
two days ago to defend the 2S-year- mirez, who is charged with one 
old drifter, his office telephone has count of murder and seven other 
not stopped ringing. felony counts stemming from two 

"Its probably the press," Ada- attacks in the San Gabriel Valley in 
shek said as his phone rang for the early May. 
fourth time during a short office Ramirez also is suspected in 14 
interview. other slayings and numerous as- 

Instead of answering it, he let it saults from San Francisco to Mis- 
ring until a secretary took a mes- sion Viejo. Los Angeles County, Or- 
sage. On his desk Adashek fin- ange County and San Francisco au- 
gered through messages from ABC thorities expect to file more 
News, the Los Angeles Herald Ex- charges as their investigations 
aminer, the Los Angeles Times continue, 
and other media requesting inter- Adashek, who has decorated his 
views. office wall with the bright finger- 

"I haven’t been able to get back paintings of his son, said he is 
car at 5:30 a.m. on Aug. 25, asking ry Council and the Orange County t0 any 0 f them,” he said. “The tele- treating the Ramirez case like oth- 
all Southern California law-en- Sheriff-COroner’s Department. phone calls just don’t stop.” or serious cases he has handled, 
forcement agencies to be on the Gates also said he has written a Adashek did not seem comfort- “Basically the job is the same for 
lookout for the 1976 orange Toyota letter to Los Angeles authorities, able in the limelight. To him it is a this case as for others," Adashek 
station wagon. requesting that Romero receive distraction that keeps him from said. "I keep my personal feelings 

Orange County Sheriffs Lt some of the reward money offered preparing a proper defense for Ra- out of it and represent the client the 
Richard Olson said Romero would thare - ... .. mirez- best 1 can whether it’s a misde- 

be an important witness in the case Romero lives with his parents, Partly because of this attitude, meanor or a multiple felony case.” 

and the sheriff did not want the boy J ^ mesEmi,y • and sister, Adashek was handpicked for the Although he says it is too early to 

to talk to the media about it. He Lisa - father 0301610 California high-profile case by his boss, Pub- decide on a legal strategy, Ada- 

also said the family had been under i° M 1952 - lie Defender Wilbur Littlefield, shek is concerned about the public- 

protective custody until the “night « “James is a hero of Orange w ho says he considered a list of 40 ity Ramirez has received and the 
stalker” was caught. County who has helped us sleep a deputy public defenders before set- possible affect it might have on 

The Romero family said after btl * e bit safer the last few days,” tling on Adashek. getting a fair trial in Los Angeles, 

the news conference that they had Gates said - “He has done a good job for us. “Pretrial publicity is a big con- 

been instructed bv sheriffs offi- After the news conference, Mrs. He is well-organized and has han- cem in this type of thing," Adashek 
cials not to talk about the case. Romero said that her son’s report died death penalty cases before," said. 

Romero, who was in his home, °. f the Prewler was not the first Littlefield said. “He doesn’t get ex- Because he says he still is read- 
tfeikertce with his motorbike when K* had done some T ung hke ciled 31,(1 has a S 0041 rense of hu- ing police reports and talking with 
he beard tix prowler, had only this About a yea . r ag0, saw a mor.” Ramirez, Adashek declined to dis- 

to say about spotting the car: "I pickup lruck parked outside, and Adashek was hired by the Public cuss whether he will ask to move 
just sawit and I did what I could to f 0 ™ men , tr> ? n . g l , 0 stea L thl , ngs Defender’s Office upon graduation the case to another area of the 
get it” from in back of the house. The boy from UCLA Law School in 1969. He state where there has been less me- 

Romero said he had not thought ^ outside . yeUmg. and the men was assigned to the central felony dia attention, 
the car connection would lead to a le ?’ she said ‘ . ... . 11131 division, where he has re- Also, he says, there has been a 

break in the “night stalker" case. f atber * a c,vdian pricer at maiued for 16 years handling some problem with crank calls from peo- 

"I feel like a hero,” he said after the Marine Corps Air Station at El of the office’s more serious, al- pie who want to tell their personal 


James Romero III, left, of Mission Viejo, after receiving an award from 
Sheriff Brad Gates for reporting the license of a car seen near a ‘night 
stalker* attack. Above, Gov. George Deukmejian honors East Los 
Angeles residents Angelina and Manuel de la Torre, left, and Jaime 
Burgoin, for their help in capturing'‘stalker’ suspect Richard Ramirez. 










Search for ‘night stalker’ brought out our best 


By Glen G. Costin 


W e are often confronted with situ¬ 
ations in which various ele¬ 
ments of our society are at log¬ 
gerheads, in adversarial positions, unco¬ 
operative, or, at the least, totally un¬ 
caring and indifferent. In the case of the 
"night stalker” terror, we witnessed an 
exemplary demonstration of cooperation 
among law-enforcement agencies, news 
media and the public. 

To an outsider, this seems to be an 
instance in which several jurisdictions of 
police and sheriff’s officers worked to¬ 
gether in remarkable harmony and effec¬ 
tiveness. Their joint decision to release 
the suspect's identity and photograph to 
news media, while withholding other de¬ 
tails, proved a wise option, with immedi¬ 
ate and dramatic results. 

Throughout this ordeal, they have pa¬ 
tiently dealt with thousands of citizens 
who called with questions, tips and sug¬ 
gestions ,and then spent thousands of 
man-hpOrc/.t faUetyW e-jery lead with 
even rasneia of credibility. 

Mea®835Sflj, psawfiBg Sues from crime 
scenes leads, their dogged 


O ne needs cr#y ?u' witness the sense of accomplishment 
and waves 0* psfce that rolled over the area to realize that 
this was an event of compelling magnitude to its residents. 


investigation and plain old-fashioned leg- 
work finally revealed the suspect’s 
name. 

The news media, as well, turned in a 
commendable performance. While at 
times it may have seemed that a dispro¬ 
portionate amount of space and time, 
particularly on television, was devoted to 
this topic, one must recognize the magni¬ 
tude of the monstrous criminal rampage 
and the subzero chill factor inflicted upon 
millions of Californians. 

While the pleas and attitudes of law- 
enforcement officials practically depu¬ 
tized the citizens of this state, it was the 
news media who carried the message, in 
a steady, pervasive insistence that secu¬ 
rity be strengthened, the composite 
drawing of the suspect be imprinted upon 
every brain, and vigilance maintained. 

Once identity was established and a 
photograph provided, the numbing night¬ 


mare of the pursuit was swiftly brought 
to a dramatic end by aroused citizens. 

Although the capture was initiated by a 
man unaware of the suspect’s identity, 
the neighborhood was already electric 
with the excitement of the chase that be¬ 
gan when he bolted from a store where 
his picture was prominently displayed on 
newspapers. 

Spotters quickly alerted police with a 
succession of phone calls pinpointing lo¬ 
cations on his route of attempted escape. 
That fateful chase exemplified, in a few 
alarm-filled but exhilarating moments, a 
capacity for notable achievement in the 
cooperation of police, press and public. 

One needs only to witness the sense of 
accomplishment and waves of pride that 
rolled over the area to realize that this 
was an event of compelling magnitude to 
its residents. Perhaps never before have 
their feelings of neighborhood and neigh¬ 


borliness been so acute and satisfying, as 
evidenced by their streets - roped - off 
block parties and proud "hosting” of visi¬ 
tors from the outlands, who came to toast 
the new heroes. 

It is interesting to speculate on the im¬ 
provement that would be realized if this 
multilevel cooperation against criminal¬ 
ity could continue, spread nationwide, 
and escalate. How effective would a dedi¬ 
cated, intensive citizenry be if it really 
concentrated on helping to solve the prob¬ 
lem of missing children? How much 
could the crime rate be reduced if every¬ 
one were entemally vigilant, the media 
pillars of responsibility, and law enforc¬ 
ers models of cooperation? 

Alas, there are already signs and por¬ 
tents of a recession from glory — relaxed 
security, arguments as to shares of credit 
for breaking the case, and disputes over 
the dispensing of rewards. But I don’t 
wish to hear or think about these things 
for a moment. I want to savor deep re¬ 
flections on that “One Brief Shining 
Hour." 

Costin is a free-lance writer who lives in 
Santa Ana Heights. 






















A fair trial in ‘night s 
may be a big hurdle. 


Robert E. KrolK 

The Register 

Hunting for the so-called “night 
stalker” may prove to have been a 
cakewalk compared to the poten¬ 
tial pitfalls of trying the man ac¬ 
cused of the deadly, nocturnal 
crime spree. 

The trial of Richard Ramirez, 
who was arrested in Los Angeles 
on Saturday in connection with the 
“night stalker” serial killings, 
could be as fraught with problems 
of fairness and legal booby traps as 
the Manson Family and “Onion 
Field” murder cases, legal experts 
said. 

Ramirez was arraigned Tuesday 


■ PROSECUTOR: He says he's 

never lost ‘a heavy one’/A8 _ 

■ COMPUTER: It may soon help 
solve thousands oi cases a year/A9 

in Los Angeles on eight felony 
counts, including one murder 
charge. While Ramirez faces seri¬ 
ous problems finding an impartial 
jury because of the avalanche of 
publicity, the state may have prob¬ 
lems getting crucial eyewitness 
testimony admitted at trial for the 
same reason, lawyers said. 

Bringing Ramirez, 2S, to trial for 
the 14 killings and 18 assaults at¬ 
tributed to the “night stalker” 
could be a costly, time-consuming 



say 


and nearly impossible task, be¬ 
cause of what lawyers call prejudi¬ 
cial pretrial publicity and the un¬ 
equivocal public accusations 
against him by investigators, 
criminal lawyers said Tuesday. 

“For them to say he’s the one is 
so astonishingly indifferent to (his) 
right of fair trial,” said Bernard L. 
Segal, a criminal law professor at 
Golden Gate University in San 
Francisco. 

“No one anointed them (police 
detectives) to be the deciders,” he 
said. “It has created problems 
within problems. It made it hun¬ 
dreds of times worse than it had to 
be.” 

Please see TRIA17A8 


1st charges filed 
in ‘stalker* case 

The sister of Richard 
Ramirez, suspect in the so- 
called "night stalker” case, 
said Tuesday that he has told 
his family in El Paso, Texas, 
that he is innocent of the five- 
month string of serial 
slayings. But she said the 
recent conversation seemed 
“psychotic” and was tinged 
with hyste'ria. 

Ramirez, 25, who was 
arrested Saturday, was 
formally charged Tuesday in 
Los Angeles in connection 
with two of the 34 cases that 
have been linked to the “night 
stalker." The charges include 
murder and seven other 
felony counts. 

Please sea story A9 
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Prosecutor says he’s 


tost ‘a heavy one’ 


"I don’t involve myself with the 


By Carroll Lachnit 
The Register 

• LOS ANGELES - Deputy Dis¬ 
trict Attorney P. Philip Halpin 
claims not to keep track of court¬ 
room wins and losses, but he does 
say he has never lost "a heavy 
one.” 

The 21-year veteran of the Los 
Angeles District Attorney’s Office 
has been selected to prosecute 
Richard Ramirez, the man sus¬ 
pected in the so-called "night 
stalker" slayings. 

. For more than a month, Halpin, 
48, has been working with the task 
force assigned to finding the "night 
stalker” and building a case. 

Halpin was assigned to the case 
July 27 because he is an "intelli¬ 
gent no-nonsense, aggressive” 
prosecutor who is "very success¬ 
ful” in murder cases, said Gil Gar- 
cetti, chief deputy district attor¬ 
ney. 

"He is just a premier trial law¬ 
yer," Garcetti said. 

For the past two years, Halpin 
has been a member of the special 
trials division, which is staffed by 
the district attorney’s best trial 


lawyers. The division handles com¬ 
plex cases, usually murder cases, 
frequently cases with multiple vic¬ 
tims, Garcetti said. 

Los Angeles County Public De¬ 
fender Wilbur Littlefield, whose of¬ 
fice is defending Ramirez, agreed 
on Hatpin's qualities. 

“He’s a fine lawyer, a hardwork¬ 
ing guy and very ethical,” Little¬ 
field said. "They made a good 
choice.” 

For his part, Halpin downplays 
his abilities and success. 

"I never kept track of wins and 
losses. I’ve lost cases. But never a 
heavy one. My primary asset is 
durability," he said. 

"It’s a routine job. There’s noth¬ 
ing exciting about it. If you do it 
right, it’s a lot of hard work.” 

Halpin said he is bolstering him¬ 
self for a long, complicated, drain¬ 
ing trial. He has scheduled a flu 
shot, ordered new reading glasses 
and is prepared to take the prose¬ 
cution "one day at a time,’’ hoping 
to build a case that is clear to a jury 
and that can withstand appeals. 

Halpin said he does not get emo¬ 
tionally involved, even in some of 
the most heinous murder cases. 


person — the suspect. It’s just 
someone there to me. I don’t try to 
intimidate them and I won’t be in¬ 
timidated by them. They're just 
part of the process. They may 
think they're at the center, but 
they’re not." 

Halpin said one case tested his 
dispassion. 

“I tried a guy who had killed four 
people in three days and he mur- 
dered a 19-year-old girl, just laid 
her on the floor and shot her in the 
head. It was hard for me to get that 
to the jury. She was about the age 
of my older daughter. It was very 
difficult, but I had to just go for¬ 
ward." 

Charles English, a defense attor¬ 
ney, remembers a less serene Hal¬ 
pin from more than a decade ago. 

"He lost his temper a couple 
times," English said. "He'd yell at 
me, 'Your client is a scumball.'" 

"I’d only say it if it was true,’.' 
Halpin said with a shrug. ''I’m not 
as tough as I used to be. I try to 
take it easy on defense attorneys, 
although sometimes they’re so ag¬ 
gravating you have to land on 
them. 


“Our biggest problem in crimi¬ 
nal cases in Los Adgeles is expedi¬ 
ency, so I try to be helpful, some¬ 
times, just to get the case going." 

Halpin would not discuss details 
of the most recent murder cases he 
has prosecuted because they are 

still in progress. And he said he has 
largely forgotten the details of 21 
years of such cases. 

He even dislikes discussing his 
role in his best-known case: lead 
prosecutor in the second trying of 
the "Onion Field” case. 

During the second trial, Halpin 
successfully gained convictions of 
Jimmy Lee Smith and Gregory 
Ulas Powell for the murder of a 
Los Angeles police officer in an on¬ 
ion field near Bakersfield in 1963. 

"I’m so tired of that by now," he 
said. 

But he said he had read Joseph 
Wambaugh’s book about the case 
and found the author's description 
of him accurate for the man of that 
time: a 29-year-old "kid” attorney. 

Halpin talks about his work with 
a degree of weariness, perhaps, he 
said, because of how long he has 
being doing it. 

"I look at it as a kind of self¬ 


destruction, but one you get plea¬ 
sure out of," he said. "The satis¬ 
faction is that somebody has to do 
it and these are dangerous people 
we're dealing with." 

In the "night stalker" case, "we 
are dealing with a person taking 
lives and holding a huge number of 
people in fear," he said. 

"Men, women and children have 
been terrified in the last couple 
months. My job is to attempt to 
remedy that—I don't care how it’s 
done, whether the death penalty or 
long-term incarceration." 

Halpin's single-mindedness is re¬ 
flected by his bare office, decorat¬ 
ed only in old newspapers, stacked 
cardboard boxes and law books. 
He also has no hobbies — except 
“Sporadic" reading of such crime 
and spy novelists as Wambaugh, 
John Le Carre and Lawrence Sand¬ 
ers. 

Halpin earned his undergradu¬ 
ate and law degrees from UCLA 
and worked briefly after law 
school in a real estate finance firm 
that he had helped start while a law 
student. 

“But there was an element of 
lack of meaning to it," he said. 


AC/DC band is 
scheduled for 
concert in OC 

The Register 

AC/DC, the English band 
whose lyrics have been cited 
in connection with Richard 
Ramirez, the suspect in the 
so-called "night stalker" 
slayings, is scheduled to per¬ 
form later this month in Or¬ 
ange County. 

As part of a nationwide 
concert swing, the heavy- 
metal quintet will appear at 
the Pacific Amphitheatre in 
Costa Mesa Sept. 21. Tickets 
go on sale Monday at 10 a.m. 

"It’s pure coincidence," 
amphitheater spokeswoman 
Laura Gold said about the 
timing of ticket sales. 
"We've been discussing the 
concert d?te since Aug. 1 and 
with the date less than three 
weeks away we needed to put 
it on sale." 


™ AL: Massive Publicity and accusations by investigators could become stumbling blocks 


Segal added: "It’s guaranteed to 
cause a monumental problem to 
prevent a legalized lynching. We 
ought not to permit this kind of cav¬ 
alcade of publicity to take place." 

One lawyer who has been 
through a trial with many of the 
same perils is Irving Kararek. He 
represented Jimmy Lee Smith, 
who was convicted of the 1963 kill¬ 
ing of a Los Angeles police officer. 
The cast; was made famous by Jo¬ 
seph Wambaugli in his book “The 
Onion Field." 

Smith and his co-defendant, 
Greg Olas Fcwell, went through 
two irials over seven years in a 
case that became a symbol of thn 
maddening complexities of the 


American criminal justice system. 
The death sentence on the pair was 
reduced later to a life term. Smith 
was paroled in 1982 but quickly re¬ 
imprisoned for allegedly violating 
his parole by using illegal drugs. 

"You have freedom of the press, 
but on the other hand, you have 
people lynched. (This) is like a me¬ 
dia event. This guy will never get a 
fair trial," Kanarek said. 

Because all the crimes that Ra¬ 
mirez is accused of committing oc¬ 
curred in this state, Ramirez must 
be tried somewhere in California, 
Segal said. But he could ask to 
have the trial moved to any county 
where the prospective jurors 
would be less likely to have formed 


biases against him. . 

"The newspapers have declared 
him to be the killer," said Henry 
McGee, a UCLA law professor. 
"They have convicted him and 
wrapped up the case." McGee sug¬ 
gested that the trial be held in Wil- 
lets, a remote. Northern California 
community. 

"The judge will have a difficult 
task, to weigh cost of trying some¬ 
one who is undoubtedly guilty 
against the need for a fair trial,” 
McGee said, then laughed when he 
caught himself convicting the sus¬ 
pect. 

"The state would pay an enor¬ 
mous amount to prove a man can 
have a fair trial,” he said. 


"There are going to problems, ” 
said Los Angeles County Public 
Defender Wilbur Littlefield, whose 
office was on standby awaiting an 
appointment to represent Ra¬ 
mirez. He said the only potential 
jurors who would not have heard 
about the case would be people who 
had been backpacking in the Sier¬ 
ras or the Alps. 

But Richard Schwartzberg, a 
deputy Orange County public de¬ 
fender, said Ramirez's case was no 
different from the trials of Charles 
Manson or Sirhan Sirhan, who was 
convicted of the 1968 killing of the 
Democratic presidential candidate 
Robert Kennedy. 

"In each case, the state Supreme 


Court denied (change of) venue 
motions on the theory that Los An¬ 
geles County is so large and multi¬ 
faceted you can find 12 people who 
don’t listen to television, read 
newspapers," Schwartzberg said. 
“Whether those are the kind of ju¬ 
rors you’d want is another ques¬ 
tion." 

Orange County Public Defender 
Ron Butler said it was possible his 
office would be appointed to repre¬ 
sent Ramirez if he's charged with 
the Aug. 25 attack on William 
Cams and the sexual assault of his 
girlfriend in Mission Viejo. 
Schwartzberg said Ramirez faced 
enough jail time in the Los Angeles 


County cases alone that it would be 
gratuitous to bring him to trial in 
Orange County as well. 

The widespread publication and 
broadcast of photographs of the 
gap-toothed Ramirez on Saturday, 
which led to his quick capture that 
day by residents in East Los Ange¬ 
les, could cause problems in prose¬ 
cuting Ramirez. It may make it 
impossible for the prosecutors to 
convince a jury that eyewitnesses 
and victims recognized the at¬ 
tacker from their own experience, 
rather than through the impression 
created by the media, according to 
McGee. 










Ramirez is charged 
in 8 felony counts 

By Jim Carlton and jewelry valued at $540, the po- 

and Shawn Hubler lice reports said. 

The Register While a crush of curiosity-seek¬ 

ers packed the courtroom where he 
Thin, sallow Richard Ramirez— was arraigned, Ramirez was 
an eighth-grade dropout with a re- charged with burglary, robbery, 
ported penchant for heavy-metal various sexual assaults and mur- 
music and the occult — formally der in connection with those inci- 
was charged Tuesday in Los Ange- dents. 

les with eight felony counts, includ- "Thereheis! Thereheis!”spec- 

ing one of the "night stalker" kill- tators whispered excitedly. Even 
tags. the Los Angeles investigators han- 

But in El Paso, Ramirez’ sister dltag the “night stalker" killings 
said Tuesday he has told his family appeared awed, 
he is innocent of the five-month "I keep expecting he’ll have bile 

string of serial slayings. coming out of his mouth,” one in- 

Rosa Flores added that his deni- vestigator said to his colleague,' 'or 
al — in a recent conversation with he’ll stare and glass will start pop- 
his brother, Julian Ramirez Jr. — ping.” 

seemed "psychotic” and was But the emaciated drifter, with 
tinged with hysteria. rotten, gapped teeth, only hunched 

"He was laughing,” Flores said, his shoulders and shifted his body 
"He laughed and then asked (Ju- to avoid the stares of the court- 
lian) how was the weather outside, room audience. 

And then he laughed some more In a clear voice, he waived his 
and said he didn’t do it. That seems right to enter a plea — an act that 
a little psychotic to me." delayed court proceedings until 

The charges filed Tuesday Monday. Dave Meyer, his court¬ 
stemmed from two incidents tied appointed public defender, ex- 
to the "night stalker”: the May 14 plained he needed more time to dis- 
slayingofWilliamDoi,66,whowas cuss the case with Ramirez and 
shot in the face at his home in Mon- study police reports, 
terey Park, and the rape of Doi’s The delay gives prosecutors 
63-year-old wife, who is confined to more time to collect evidence for 
a wheelchair because of a stroke; filing further criminal charges, 
and a May 9 burglary-robbery at Though they believe he could be 
the Monrovia home of Clara C. linked to some 14 homicides (an 
Hasdall, 85. earlier tally of 16 was in error, po- 

Doi's assailant, according to po- lice now say), authorities filed only 
lice reports, crawled into his sub- the Doi and Hasdall charges be- 
urban home through an open win- cause only those cases had been 
dow and shot the sleeping man with completely investigated, said Los 
a .22-caliber gun. Then, the reports Angeles County District Attorney 
said, the intruder bound Lillie Doi Ira Reiner, 
with thumbeuffs, raped her, sodo- Los Angeles County Sheriff Sher- 

mized her and forced her to per- man Block said that since Ramir- 
form oral copulation. ez’s arrest Saturday in East Los 

In the May 9 incident, Hasdall Angeles, his department has is- 
reported an intruder crawled sued a nationwide call to police for 
through her kitchen window cases they believe may be linked to 
around 2:40 a.m. and shined a the serial killer, whose methods 
flashlight in her face to awaken have been so distinctive, tavestiga- 
her. The man robbed her of money five sources said, that "you could 



Associated Press 

Richard Ramirez, left, Is led Into the Los Angeles Criminal Courts 
building Tuesday by a Los Angeles County deputy sheriff. 


tell within one minute of walking At first glance, evidence in the 
onto a crime scene whether it had Doi case appeared to be somewhat 
been done by him.” sketchy. Mrs. Doi told police her 

Block said several Western assailant was a 6-foot-tall Anglo 
states have responded to the call wttb a medium build and light 
but no new crimes have been added brown, wavy hair. Ramirez is a 6- 
to the “night stalker” list. Ramirez ?oot-l Hispanic with a medium 
is known to have paid frequent vis- build and curly black hair. Police 
its to friends and relatives in Texas reports also indicate no finger- 
and Arizona, but Block would not prints were found in the Doi resi- 
say which states had responded, dence, bedroom sheets bore no 
He would confirm only that Ra- body hairs or fibers from Ramirez, 
mirez is believed to have been in and a plaster cast of footprints left 
Arizona in the days just before his at the scene was not clear enough 
arrival and arrest in Los Angeles to determine the intruder’s shoe 
Saturday. size. 

Ramirez also may be linked to a San Francisco and Orange coun¬ 
number of unsolved burglaries, ties officials have served Ramirez 
court documents indicate. Police with arrest warrants for crimes 
suspect, for instance, that an April there. . 

11 burglary of SI,300 worth of jew- In <?range County, Chief Deputy 
elry, appliances and video equip- District Attorney James Enright 
ment in Monterey Park may have said he expects to file charges by 
been Ramirez’s work. next week in the recent Mission 

Deputy District Attorney P. Phil- Viejo “night stalker” attack. In 
ip Halpin said a piece of property that Aug. 25 incident — the last 
taken in an April burglary in Mon- strike identified as the work of the 
terey Park may be of significance serial killer — Bill Cams, 29, was 
to some of the "night stalker” at* shot three times in the head, and 
tacks. But a great deal more paper his girlfriend was sexually assault- 

work must be completed before the ed.___ 

whole picture is pieced together, Register staff writers Lennie 
and "virtually a mountain of evi* LaGuire, Carroll Lachnit, Tina May 
dence” must be collated and ana- and Dan Weikel contributed to this 
lyzed, Reiner added. report. 
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Computer may help solve 
thousands of crimes a year 

By Jett Weir comparisons confirmed the match. 

The Register The Ramirez prints stored in the 

computer had been gleaned from a 
SACRAMENTO—Thecomputer- December 1984 case in Los Ange- 
system that identified a muddy fin- les, when Ramirez was arrested on 
gerprint of "night stalker” suspect charges of grand theft and possess- 
Richard Ramirez should enable tag controlled substances, 
law-enforcement agencies to iden- while praising the system Tues- 
tify 8,000 more criminals a year day _ Van de Ramp conceded, "we 
and solve up to 22,000 crimes. At- were i„cky these prints were in our 
tomey General John Van de Kamp data base." 
said Tuesday. 

"Last Friday, at 11:09 a.m., Cali- If Ramirez had been bom in 1959, 

fomia entered a new era in law insteadof Feb. 28,1960, his finger- 
enforcement," Van de Kamp said prints would not have popped up 
at a Capitol news conference. "In during the fingerprint search Fri- 
just three minutes, CAL-ID, the day, he said. So far, the computer 
Department of Justice's brand- has been programmed only with 
new, computerized fingerprint- prints from individuals bom since 
identification system, scored a di- I960 and it would have been several 
rect ‘hit’ on Richard Ramirez as more weeks before data on older 
the chief suspect in the grisly people found their way into the 
‘night stalker’ investigation." computer, the attorney general 
It was the first search ever ran in said, 
the new program, which was be- The computer verification 
gun in January, he said. helped persuade law-enforcement 

When’ the fledgling system goes agencies to issue a statewide bulle- 
into full operation in 1987, he said, tin Friday night on Ramirez s pos¬ 
it will be able to scan and match stale involvement m the 14 "night 
fingerprints for l.S million individ- stalker" slayings, Van de Kamp 
uals—mostly known felons—and said. 

allow law-enforcement agencies to "The computer-system confir- 
identify thousands of suspects for mation was important in the deci- 
burglaries, robberies, assaults and sion to announce Ramirez's 
murders. name,” Van de Kamp said. "They 

"Before CAL-ID, such searches wrestled with whether to release it 
had to be conducted by hand ... a publicly .... The rest is history.” 
very difficult process with millions Twelve hours after the an- 
of prints. Tens of thousands of nouncement, Ramirez was cor- 
hours were required,” Van de railed by citizens in East Los Ange- 
Kamp said. "Akiller like the'night les, several of whom had seen his 
stalker' could have claimed dozens picture on television, 
of additional victims before even According to Van de Kamp, a 
one search was completed. It’s like copy of the latent fingerprint from 
searching for a needle in a hay- the stolen car was flown up to Sac- 
stack." ramento by Orange County au- 

Last week, the computer thorities on Thursday. Some 20 
matched Ramirez with a smudged hours later — after technicians re¬ 
fingerprint from a stolen Toyota programmed the experimental 
that was spotted near the scene of computer to do its first fingerprint 
an attack by the so-called “night search—the machine was ready to 
stalker” in Mission Viejo. Even scan for a match, 
though only a third of the print was Three minutes later, the comput- 

visible, the computer linked it to er kicked out Ramirez's name at 
Ramirez after scanning 380,000 the top of a list of 10 possible 
sets of prints. Subsequent manual matches. 





























STALKER: A w 

FROM A1 v , . 

developments. The case came to a outside- X&isre.i 
head in just six»days, with the ar- 
rest on Aug. 31 of Richard Ra- 
mirez, a 25-year-old solitary drift- dlfetlnaaSSiiic 


d-fire developments culminates in arrest of suspect in 15 killings 


&&&$%&? notices ing evidence found at the Aug. 17 
A^a^Jtolen cars walk-in slaying of Peter Pan, a 66- 
lot. It year-old businessman, and the as- 
time, not sault on his wife, Barbara. Dubour 


erwith a taste for junk food , Satan- enough to call the police. But he decided to hash out his findings 
ism and heavy-metal music. wrote down the license number with homicide Inspector Frank 
That week began, however, with anyway. Falzon. 

tragedy — the "night stalker’s” By that night, the car would be- "We didn’t have any suspects at 
first known foray into Orange come very significant. Los Angeles the time,” Dubour recalled. 
County. Sheriffs officials that evening “(But) I had this gnawing thing in 

Aug. 25. James Romero III, a 13- asked the public for help in finding the back of my mind.” 
year-old who likes to tinker with an orange Toyota station wagon, Dubour, without realizing it, had 
motorbikes, was up late. As he stolen Aug. 24 in Chinatown and stumbled upon something impor- 
worked on his bike, he thought he believed linked to the "night stalk- tant. 

heard someone walking alongside e r” case. Its license number: 482 The day before the Pan slaying, 
the garage of his family’s Mission RTS. Dubour had worked a burglary on 

Viejo house at about 1:30 a.m. (Earlier the same day, Richard the other side of the city. By rights, 
Looking out minutes later, he saw Ramirez, using a false name, had the case wasn’t his — another in- 
an orange car and part of its li- received a traffic citation for driv- vestigator had been assigned to it. 
cense plate. ing a motorcycle without a license But that investigator had been giv- 

His father called sheriff s depu- in central Los Angeles, police said.' en the wrong address, and an irate 
ties, who got there in four minutes. The officer did not recognize him burglary victim called the station 
They took a routine prowler report, from the composite drawing then later to complain that no one had 
No one realized it yet, but the i n circulation.) shown up. 


The day before the Pan slaying, 
Dubour had worked a burglary on 


boy’s sharp eyes had provided the 
first real lead in the case. Within 
hours, the chase would be on. 


circulation.) shown up. 

„ . . _Dubour said he would take the 

- «!'• When he arrived, he found the 


hours, the chase would be on. one called Los Angeles police from ^ entered through a 

But first, the prowler had other » Pay P hone at I 1 ® cen,c J where bathroom window, ransacked the 
business several blocks away. And Quinn runs his shop, informing hoosei and made off with jewelry 
at 2:40 a.m., the call went out: BUI them Uiat the orange car had been ^ a v^eocassette recorder. He 
Carns, 29, had been shot three spotted. Within minutes, a squad- lifted flngerorints from the 
times in the head and neck. His ” nl ^Kf ' Ce , a ^ lv ? 1 - a f d n, h , ell '? p ' dow, but found evidence inside that 
girlfriend had been sexually as- >? r . whnred overhead. But after ^ tatrode r had worn gloves, 
saulted during the attack on Chri- Quinn informed them the trail was _ 

santa Drive. She ran out of the cold — that the car m question had Later at Pan’s ransacked house, 
house wrapped in a towel, crying been there since Monday—most of Dubour immediately noticed the 
for help the officers dispersed. A few detec- sinularity to his burglary case. 

By 5:3S a.m., the Orange County tives stayed behind to stake out the However, he discounted it because 
Sheriffs Department had made' car fro™ behind the wall of a ga- he thought the missing VCR and 
the connection between the two in- rage-top swimming pool across the fingerprints on the window were 
cidents, and issued an all-points street, just in case. inconsistent with his understand- 


bulletin for an orange station wag¬ 
on driven by a man in black. 


Aug. 28. Detectives watching the 


inconsistent with his understand¬ 
ing of the "night stalker’s” M.O.: 
no prints and no theft of anything 


1 onven oy a man in Diacx. nrani, rar decided hv earlv mom- . , “““ f . 

ing that noone was gmng to™™ **** “ d 


150 miles north of Los Angeles, a 


ing that no one was going to come 
forward to claim it. By midmom- 


But now, talking to Falzon, he 


__ . , . , , . iui waiu us uauii u. uy nuuuwi ir uut Iivn f luion.f, * uwu, 

25-year-old man heard about the j , ice ^ 0 ^^ l0 lhe p^iic learned the "night stalker’s” ac- 
attack and started to wonder about they had found the car> hauled tivities frequently broke supposed- 
a rpd jt t0 0ran 6e County, where sher- ly established patterns. After por- 

Aug. 26. As Jon Quinni prepared iffs specials began examining it ing over reports on both cases, the 


to open his small health-food store, . . 

located in a 1930s-era shopping ^fingerprints. 

center near Los Angeles’ Ambas- Aug. 29. Half a state away, San 

sador Hotel, he noticed an orange Francisco Police crime-scene in- 


»r fingerprints. two policemen became convinced 

.. ,, _ that the same man committed both 

Aug. 29. Half a state away, San crimes , Dubour said. 


Toyota station wagon, license vestigator Larry Dubour was re¬ 
number 482 RTS, parked in the lot fleeting on his assignment: analyz- 


"It was really kind of a fluke,” 
he recalled. "I don’t want to toot 


but if not for that 

K iss, the connection 
have been made.” 
it was a hot lead, but 
dea how hot. 

Meanwhile, Orange County in¬ 
vestigators had discovered a single 
fingerprint on the Toyota, using 
advanced lasers to make the print 
visible. Officials flew the print to 
Sacramento, where the state De¬ 
partment of Justice began a 
lengthy computer search of crimi¬ 
nal records, looking for a possible 
match. It was a long shot. 

Aug. 30. In the small city of Lom¬ 
poc, Earl Gregg, who had contact¬ 
ed police with his suspicions about 
his friend “Rick” earlier in the 
week, now provided authorities 
with two more concrete clues: a 
solid gold bracelet, inscribed on 
the inside with its original owner’s 
driver-license number, and a pearl 
solitaire ring he said "Rick” had 
given him. 

The driver-license number be¬ 
longed to Dubour’s burglary vic¬ 
tim. 

Gregg put San Francisco police 
in touch with his mother-in-law, 
Donna Louise Myers of San Pablo, 
another old friend of “Rick." Sher. 
led them to yet another Bay ares: 
crony, Armando Rodriquez of Ef ._ 
Sobrante. Tv 

Myers remembers watching?, 
television news with Rick a fewf * 
weeks ago. She said a police com¬ 
posite drawing of the "night stalk¬ 
er" suspect flashed on the screen, 
and Rick asked her if she saw any 
resemblance. 

“Jokingly, I said, ‘You didn’t 
have enough guts,’ ” Myers said. 

But later, with the help of Myers 
and Rodriguez, police for the first 
time learned "Rick’s" real name: 
Richard Ramirez. At the El So¬ 
brante house, police recovered a 
VCR taken in Dubour’s burglary 
case. It provided a link between 
Ramirez and the San Francisco 


crimes, they decided. 

Excitedly, San Francisco police 
called Sacramento asking Justice 
Department officials to pull Ra¬ 
mirez’s criminal file and finger¬ 
print card to compare to the print 
from the orange Toyota. 

They matched. 

An independent computer search 
confirmed the match minutes lat¬ 
er. 

That evening, after urgent com¬ 
munications between the far-flung 
investigative agencies involved in 
the manhunt, Los Angeles Sheriff 
Sherman Block and San Francisco 
Police Chief Cornelius Murphy 
called simultaneous news confer¬ 
ences in their cities. 

They had a prime suspect in the 
"night stalker” killings, the law¬ 
men said. They asked for public 
help in bringing him in. 

Richard Ramirez had fewer than 
twelve hours of freedom left. 

Aug. 31. A tall, thin man picked 
up a newspaper in a downtown Los 
Angeles liquor store about 8:30 
a.m. Richard Ramirez’s face 
stared back at him from the front 
page. 

He had just gotten off a Grey¬ 
hound bus from Arizona, not know- 
jMljl that moment he was a 
'.man, police theorize. He 
/ t^jpderom the store, hopped on a. 

and touched off a frenzied 
. pt$$ 0 's>y police and citizens that 
' in Boyle Heights, a tight-knit 
neighborhood where strangers get 
close scrutiny. 

A1966 Mustang beckoned, but as 
the would-be thief tried to drive off, 
the car owner reached in and 
grabbed the man’s neck, sending 
the car crashing into a tree. The 
thin man fled across the street, ac¬ 
costing a woman, demanding the 
keys to her Ford Granada, as<L 
knocking her to the ground. ji,; 

But Angie de la Torre’s husba^p 
Manuel, came to her aid — wieglg 
ing a barbecue tool as a club, Sgp 
some accounts — and clouted him* 

T 


on the forehead. When the man 
ran, de la Torre and six or so other 
neighbors hit him again. They 
knocked him down and held him 
until a sheriffs de^^^feftsd for 
the arrest. 

The men who cagg^^^^irez 
have been declare-.S^^^^ : 

Ramirez, whose^^^^^^hes 
with the law were mfurSg’puises- 
sion and petty theft, declared upon 
his arrest: "It’s me. It’s me, 
man." 


Epilogue. Five days after Ramir¬ 
ez’s capture, the hot-weather spell 
had snapped. Investigators had 
linked at least one new crime to the 
"night stalker” case — a killing in 
June 1984 — and other unsolved 
crimes were under scrutiny. 

"At last all the people of Califor¬ 
nia can breathe a sigh of relief to¬ 
night," Los Angeles Mayor Tom 
Bradley had declared. 

But windows and doors re¬ 
mained tightly closed on Arlight 
Street in Monterey Park, the scene 
of the July 7 killing of Joyce Nel¬ 
son. After her death, police had 
chastised neighbors for ignoring 
sounds that night: sounds of a 
prowler, sounds of screaming, 
sounds of gunfire. 

Now the neighborhood watches 
and listens for all strange sights 
and sounds. Strangers are greeted 
with suspicion through barely 
opened doors. 

An out-of-town visitor, ringing 
doorbells in the noonday sun to in¬ 
terview the residents of Arlight 
Street, was almost arrested after 
five residents reported a prowler 
in the neighborhood. 

"They don’t think he’s been 
caught," explained officer G. 
Palmer. "Maybe if he’d been shot, 
ip believe it.. But he wasn’t. 

jgfester staff writer Shawn Hubler 
‘'Ccir.Kfbuted to this report. 
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Night Stalker 
dental record 
add new due 


By Jeff Gottlieb 

Herald staff writer 


Dental records show that the 
man investigators think is the Night 
Stalker may have dental problems 
similar to those of a drug addict, 
one of the nation’s top forensic 
dentists said yesterday. 

Dr. Lowell Levine of New York 
based his opinion on a Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department “spe¬ 
cial bulB^^Mistributed to 5,000 
dentists,describes a man 
who is 12 of his 32 teeth, 

including many of his molars. 

A copy of the bulletin was 
obtained by the Herald. 

“If you want to speculate, we 
tend to see that type of thing in 
addicts and former addicts," Levine 
said. “So many missing teeth and 
cavities.” 

A sheriff’s department spokes¬ 
man refused comment. 

Levine, a specialist in dental 
identification, was part of the team 
that flew to Brazil earlier this year 
to identify the remains of Nazi 
doctor Josef Mengele. He was 
reached by telephone in Philadel¬ 
phia, where he was helping the 
coroner’s office investigate the 
deaths of several members of the 
radical group MOVE. 

Levine said drug addicts often 
have many missing teeth and cavi¬ 
ties because narcotics mask the 
pain of bad teeth, and most addicts 
eat food high in sugar. 

Sheriff’s investigators obtained 
the dental records from a Southern 
California dentist who recently 
treated a man matching the de¬ 
scription of the Night Stalker, 
whom authorities have linked to 14 
murders. 

According to the records, the 
Stalker/A- 13, Col. 1 


Message!* 
the killer’s 
‘signature’ 

Scrawl holds key 
to his personality 

By Annette Haddad 

Herald staff writer 


Police won’t say what it is, 
but the elusive Night Stalker 
has left a message or messages 
scrawled on the wall in the 
homes of at least two of his 
murder victims. 

The scrawls were found in a 
home in San Francisco’s Lake¬ 
side District, where the serial 
killer struck Aug. 17, and in at . 
least one home in Los Angeles 
County, authorities said. The 
murders of at least 14 people 
now are linked to the Night 
Stalker. 

Investigators haven’t dis¬ 
closed the contents of the Night 
Stalker’s messages, or other 
“distinctive” evidence the killer 
leaves at the scene of the 
crimes, but psychiatric special¬ 
ists say whatever the message, 
it should unmask the killer’s 
true personality. 

In the annals of crime, only a 
few serial killers have been 
known to leave behind a “signa¬ 
ture” — a message or other 

Slgn/A- 13, Col. 2 







Man’s dental 
records are 
key to search 


what dental records show I A look at Night Stalker’s victims 
. . 1 and fear instilled in neighbors 


By Mar* S. Wamlck stabbed or bludgeoned. Some peo- of July 1. Her body was found in 

Herald staff writer pie have not been killed. her East Haven Avenue home in 

--- In some cases, women were Arcadia. 

Teresa Beyerle heard the Night sexually assaulted. Often, but not ■ Joyce Nelson, 60, was shot to 
Stalker's first deadly shot. always, houses were ransacked. death inside her home on Arlight 

She was inside her Rosemead "In most serial killings, there's Street in Monterey Park on July 7. 
condominium on the night of some degree of consistency," Block aMaxon Kneiding, 68, and Lela 
March 17 when the sound of said. "Serial killers go after a Kneiding, &4. were shot to death at 
gunfire came from the kitchen of particular kind of victim. There's their home on Stanley Avenue in 
her neighbor, Dayle Okazaki. no consistency here, either in race, Glendale between 1 and 2 a.m. July 
"I didn't know what had hap- sex or age.” 20. Their assailant escaped with an 

pened," Beyerle said. “It never The fatal victims ranged in age unknown amount of jewelry, 
occurred to me that somebody had from 28 to 80. They included six aChainarong Khovananth, 32, 
been murdered.” men and eight women. died of a gunshot wound to the 

The shot left Okazaki lying dead Six were Asian and eight were chest while asleep in his home on 
on her kitchen floor. And it made Anglo. While Block has acknowl- Schoenbrun Street in Sun Valley 
her the first of at least 14 people edged a "disproportionate number less than three hours after the 
murdered by the vicious serial of Asian victims,” he does not Kneidings were murdered. Khovan- 
killer, according to authorities. believe the killer has targeted anth’s wife and 8-year-old son were 
About an hour after Okazaki was members of any particular race, tied up and beaten for several 
slain and two miles away, Tsai-lian Instead, the sheriff said, the Night hours after the shooting. Khovan- 
Vu became victim No. 2. Yu, 35, was Stalker has attacked in homes with anth’s 2-year-old daughter was un¬ 
pulled from her car in front of her easy access. harmed. More than $30,000 in 

Alhambra Avenue condominium in The remaining 12 murder vie- money and jewelry was taken from 
Monterey Park and shot repeatedly, tims of the Night Stalker include: their house, 
investigators said. ■ Vincent Zazzara, M, and Max- ■ Elyas Abowath. 28. died of a 

She was the only one of the ine Zazzara, 44. They were found gunshot wound to the head in on 
suspect’s fatal victims not slain dead in their home on Strong attack between 2 and 4 a.m. August 
inside a home. Avenue in Whittier March 27. They 8. Abowath was killed inside his 

Until last weekend, the Night were killed between 10:30 p.m. and Pinebill Lane house in Diamond 
Stalker killings occurred exclu- 6:30 a.m. the night before. He was Bar. His wife was beaten by the 
sively in Los Angeles County — bludgeoned to death and she was suspect. The couple’s two sons, ages 
from Northridge, 27 miles north- stabbed numerous times. 3 and 3 months, were not harmed, 

west of downtown Los Angeles, to ■ William Doi, 66. who was shot ■ Peter H. Pan, 66. was found 


Stalkor/Continued from A-1 
man deputies are seeking has had 
dental work performed to build up 
his two top front teeth, but the 
repair work is discolored and bro¬ 
ken at the corners. 

• Several of his lower front teeth 
have been restored with a plastic¬ 
like ma$£$ have many cavi¬ 
ties. • .V; V. 

On w, the killer is 

missingife of his back right 

teeth. M $fc-.$$tom jaw. he is 
missing the live back bottom teeth. 
One of his front incisors is probably 
a false tooth. 

Two teeth have had root ca n a l 
surgery. 

Dr. Harry Helfman. a Los Ange¬ 
les demist who treats many low- 
income patients, said similar dental 
problems are found in poor people 
who seldom visit a dentist 

Helfman said the suspect’s de¬ 
cayed and ill-repaired teeth would 
be readily apparent 

"When he talks or smiles, he’s 
probably not going to show his 
teeth," said Helfman. The dentist 
$aid the absence of many of the 
inspects molars would make it 
for him to chew. 

■SfetLarifi’s bulletin warned 
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Discolored and broken down 
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EXAMINER 


Detectives search for eyeballs Night Stalker tore from victim 


By Andy Furillo 

Herald staff writer 


Los Angeles sheriff’s detectives 
?re searching for a pair of eyes that 
Night Stalker suspect Richard Ra¬ 
mirez may have removed from one 
jot his victims in the string of grisly 
/slayings that terrorized California. 


The disclosure came yesterday 
when a search warrant affidavit 
was unsealed in El Paso, Texas. The 
warrant was served on the homes 
of Ramirez’s sister and father in the 
Texas border city. No eyes were 
recovered in the search. 

“One victim's eyes were cut out 
•in these murders,” said Los Angeles 
sheriff’s Detective Robert Perry in 


the affidavit. "They also may have 
been mailed to the listed addresses 
(of the Night Stalker suspect’s 
relatives).” 

A prepared statement released 
later yesterday by the Sheriff’s 
Information Bureau confirmed that 
investigators are looking for the 
eyeballs as evidence in the case 
against Ramirez. 


The lanky, 25-year-old drifter has . 
thus far been charged with two of F 
at least 15 murders that authorities | 
are investigating as part of the , 
Night Stalker case. 

“A victim’s eyes were removed 
in one of the homicide cases 
currently under investigation and 

Stalker/A-7, Col. 1 























Police hunt for eyes torn from Stalker victim 


Stalker/Continued from A-1 

have been listed in several search 
warrant affidavits that were served 
at several locations, including one 
in El Paso, Texas,” said the state¬ 
ment, read by sheriff’s spokesman 
Deputy Steve Lee. 

More' than 300 items allegedly 
stolen by Ramirez were recovered 
by investigators at the El Paso 
residence of his sister, Rosa Flores, 
according to court documents. 

El Paso County Court at Law 
Judge John Fashing said yesterday 
that the recovered items were 
identified in a 55-page search war¬ 
rant filed in Texas by Detective 
Perry. 

“It’s the longest search warrant 
I’ve ever seen,” Fashing said in a 
telephone interview, as he read 
from an 18-page list of allegedly 
‘ stolen property that was recovered 
from Flores’ home last Wednesday. 

However, sources said that 
Flores is not a suspect in the case. 

Fleres, claiming “loyalty” to her 
. •• ^^^fe yesterday declined to com- 
the search conducted at 
..'Irfe Mjhe in the central El Paso 
fljelfeifehood where Ramirez was 


fgaas gff r 

r •‘yjju g U y S (j n the press) haven’t 
[given my brother a chance,” she 
said in a telephone interview. 
^'You’ve already judged him 
guilty.” 

Investigators also searched the 
El Paso home oy&mj rez ’ s father, 
Julian RamirezS|||§st week, ac¬ 
cording to the |p|^p|locuments. 

. Perry’s afficfi&liit support of 
the search warrant alleged that 
Ramirez may have communicated 


regularly with his family in El Paso 
during the Night Stalker slayings. 

“Ramirez has been known 
to... phone both Rosa (Flores) or his 
father, Julian Ramirez Sr.,” the 
affidavit said, adding that "such 
information would show where 
(Ramirez) was located when he 
either phoned or wrote the above 
mentioned people.” 

In addition to the allegedly 
stolen property, the aW&W&i said 
that investigators weri 
handguns, knives, d 
daggers, handcuffs 
clothing that Ramirez may have 
worn during the slayings. 

Investigators also searched for 
satanic materials such as writings 
or drawings that Ramirez may have 
mailed to his relatives during the 
course of the serial killings. 

There was no indication that 
investigators found either the 
weapons or the satanic materials, 
Fashing said. 


Perry stated. tM^^yd.J?illers 
have a -propens^^^^^^prd or 
photograph the*1@^^^^here 
was no indicat^j^^m^p kinds 
of materials 

the El Paso se ^p llp^g^ 

Perry said lead¬ 

ing detectives to El Paso was 
developed during interviews with 
Donna Myers and Amado Rodri¬ 
guez, two San Francisco informants 
who told investigators that they 
received allegedly stolen property 
from Ramirez. 

Ramirez stands accused of kill¬ 
ing William Doi, 65, of Monterey 
Park on May 14, and Peter Pan, 66, 
of San Francisco on Aug. 17. Seven 


other criminal charges, including 
the sexual battery of Doi’s wife, 
have been filed against Ramirez in 
Los Angeles. 

Meanwhile, Los Angeles County 
deputy public defender Alien 
Adashek spoke with Ramirez for 
three hours yesterday at the 
County Jail, but refused to disclose 
the details of his conversation with 
the Night Stalker suspect. 

El Paso attorney ManueJygjggg 
raza, claiming he had been as|* : > ^? 
Ramirez’s family to represe||g|||| 
suspected Night Stalker, arri^lPiP 
Los Angeles on Monday night and 
spoke with the defendant for about 
45 minutes. 

Barraza claimed that Ramirez 
cracked jokes, asked about the 
attorney’s religious beliefs and 
maintained his innocence during 
their conversation. 

Adashek, however.saidthat he 
and not Barraza is ^^^gnirez’s 
attorney of record. E§j|g|||yester- 
day afternoon that h|^liifS ot met 
with Barraza since the El Paso 
lawyer’s arrival in Los Angeles. 
Barraza was unavailable for com¬ 
ment yesterday. 

The deputy public defender also 
issued mild criticism of Barraza’s 
impromptu press conference Mon¬ 
day night in which the Texas 
lawyer said Ramirez was in “good 
spirits.” Adashek has repeatedly 
refused to characterize Ramirez’s 
mood. 

“I’m upset to the extent that any 
comments about that (Ramirez’s 
state of mind while in jail) bring 
added attention to the case,” 
Adashek said. 
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Don't the kooks ever 6ive up on "satanlsm?" 

AH somebody has to do is scrawl a pentagram on 
a wall, write "Manson sucks" on a bedroom 
mirror, or play Dungeons and Dragons and they 
come out from under the woodwork like 
cockroaches. 

When they begin sticking their claws into serial 
killings, that's going too far. This is a serious 
matter; thoso who contaminate It with 
superstitious routings about “Satanic demons" put 
the real work back years. 

Eugene Austin 
• Orange 


There’s something about this “night stalker" 
case that has bothered me since I read the Sept. 2 
headline, “Satanism and the ‘night stalker’ 
suspect." I really find it hard to swallow the 
reality of Satan, hell, demons or devils, and 
yet... 

I have heard from representatives of various 
religions basically the same story; that is, under 
the proper conditions, a person's soul or essence 
may be invaded and controlled by some sort of 
emissary from hell. Before you cart me off to the 
loony bin, let me say that I’ve only considered 
this, as remote as it is, simply because I've run 
out of other explanations for the "night stalker’s" 
behavior. 

His actions have not been erratic to any extent. 
I've seen no indication of what I would consider 
emotional disturbance. To be precise, he may 
have a fragmented, tortured personality and be 
acceptably "sick," according to society’s 
standards. Yet, his actions apparently have been 
well thought out and executed with a skill few of 
us could evoke. For months he killed at will and 
consistently eluded capture. 

It wUI be said in court that this man is mentally 
ill — don't believe it. It is the easy way out. Yet, 
that’s what I'd like to believe. You sec, if he's not 
insane and he knew full well what he was doing, 
and presumably enjoyed his work, then what 
we’re dealing with is something alien, not human 
as we understand it. He supposedly entered 
homes, shot the man of the house several times at 
close range in the face, then sexually assaulted 
the man’s wife — then went into the kitchen for 
something to eat! 

During the months to come, there will be all 
kinds of explanations offered for this man's 
behavior. The psychologists will have a field day: 
aneglected childhood, a distorted youth, an 
alcoholic father, racial bias, schizophrenia — you 
name it. As for myself, nothing remotely human 
explains what happened. Nothing will allow me to' 
place this man’s actions into some understandable 
framework. * 

Frederick J. Hermon 
Sanla Ana 


Now that the sadistic, multiple rapist-murderer 
suspect has been captured, what do you want to 
bet that [if found guilty) ho will still be alive five 
years from now? In fact, he might even be free. 
As long as Rose Bird and her leftist cronies are 
on the state Supreme Court, the "night stalker" 
will never be executed for his rampage. 

How many millions of dollars will we have to 
pay for his defense, his prosecution and his 
imprisonment? I am sure wo will hear from the 
liberals about how it is society's fault that he 
committed these crimes. 


As I sit here after yet another sleepless night, ■ 
overly tired and scared, due to the actions of the 
"night stalker," I thought I'd make a suggestion 
to all the local police departments. 

Obviously the police cannot be everywhere at 
once, but why not take about 7S percent or 80 
percent of the traffic cops off their "harassment 
duty" and put them on the night shift patrolling 
our neighborhoods? That would increase patrols 
and consequently decrease crime without any 
increase in expense. 

The revenuedu£ ] t | S ; ,U^ 
somewhat, bittjafigslttd 


Before too many people ov 
news about tho capture of tW 
suspect, let us remember thjj 


overtime to make sure that a violation of his : 

"rights" will be found, definitely saving him from 
the death penalty, and paving the way-for his 
freedom at the earliest possible date. ; ' T 

Now if the "night stalker" had done this in >iy ’ ■ , 

Florida or Texas, he would really have a problem. tt uraTaft - 

Dennis D. Dunn 

Westminster Richard Ramirez 


.would be doint 


residents 


what they swdfr.f 
their cities. 

Maybe we csjjj 
wouldn’t have.to ( 


C. DeRose' 

Santa Ana. 
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Circuitous route ieads to realization that serial killer is loose 


First of two parts 
By Edward' Humes 
end Lennle UGuIre 
The Register 

Gasping (or help, a 29-year old 
woman lurched into the morning 
darkness, clad only in the lowel she 
had clutched In her terror and 
pain. 

The so-called "night stalker'-' 
had paid a visit to a once-quict sub¬ 
urban street in Mission Viejo — his 
last known crime, his first to touch 
Orange County, and the beginning 
of the end for Richard Ramirez. 

It was Aug. 25, and "night stalk¬ 


er" suspect Ramirez had fewer 
than seven days of freedom left. 

Even as lights in that Mission 
Viejo neighborhood flickered on 
and bewildered neighbors stum¬ 
bled outside to help the woman, an 
inexorable chain of events had be¬ 
gun that led to the 25-year-old drift¬ 
er's capture on Aug. 31. 

An investigation spanning seven 
months and involving at least eight 
police departments was galva¬ 
nized by events following the Mis¬ 
sion Viejo attack. After months of 
frustration and dead ends, new evi¬ 
dence began to stream in: a suspi¬ 
cious friend in Lompoc, stolen 


property found in a Bay area 
home, a watchful teen-ager in Mis¬ 
sion Viejo, a piece of a fingerprint 
found through a fortuitous combi¬ 
nation of luck and laser technol¬ 
ogy. 

There had been little progress 
since the first week in July, when 
police departments throughout the" 
Los Angeles area compared notes, 
and decided their seemingly sepa¬ 
rate, unsolved killings were the 
work of one man. 

But in the week following the Or¬ 
ange County attack — the shooting 
of Bill Cams and the sexual assault 
of the woman—things started fall¬ 


ing into place. A name in the mys¬ 
terious series of IS killings and at 
least 20 attacks surfaced. An ar¬ 
rest was made. Men and women 
who helped capture the suspect 
were declared heroes. And the 
lives that had been shattered and 
the neighborhoods that had 
learned new (ears pulled them¬ 
selves together, though they dis¬ 
covered a bitter lesson. 

Despite the arrest, they found, 
the terror did not fade. Not yet. 

Pieces of the investigative puzzle 
remain missing still. But much of 
the trail now has become clear, 
from the earliest crimes, to the re¬ 


alization a madman might be on 
the loose, to the arrest late last 
month. Here is that trail. 

It began last February. 

Feb. 25: A 6-year-old girl sat on a 
school bench at Wilcox Elemen¬ 
tary School in Montebello, waiting 
for her teen age sister to pick her 
up after kindergarten. Principal 
Doris Mori-Kerkes remembers 
seeing the girl at 2:1S p.m., still 
waiting patiently, hands in lap. 

When next she looked, at about 
2:25, the girl was gone. School em¬ 
ployees assumed she had been 
picked up by the sister — until the 
sister arrived a few minutes later. 


Then everyone assumed the 
worst. There had been too many 
missing children, too many faces 
with frozen smiles plastered on 
milk cartons. A police command 

E was set up at the school; po- 
and volunteers scoured the 
neighborhood near Wilcox. 

Just as the search geared up, the 
girl was found, about two hours af¬ 
ter her abduction, wandering on 
Mariposa Street in Los Angelos' 
Rampart District. She told police 
she had been taken to a motel or 
boarding house, raped, then set 
Please see STALKER/A14 
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STALKER: Investigators assemble pieces of the puzzle after 7-month-long spree of violence 



loose by a tall, thin man driving an with Yu and pulled her from the 
old imported car—later to become car. The grandmother yanked the 
a “night stalker" trademark. girl away from the window just as 
One of the first composites of the the shots sounded, the girl re¬ 
light stalker" was produced called. 

from the girl’s description, al- “We didn't want any trouble," 
though it was months before her the girl explained, 
abduction was tied to any other Yu died en route to the hospital, 
cases. There were no suspects. Police suspected a lovers’ quarrel 
March 11: Police in nearby Mon- . or some other easily explainable 
terey Park began fearing a serial crime of passion or profit. At the 
child molester was roaming the time, Monterey Park Police Chief 
area when a second youngster was Jon Elder said, investigators made 
abducted. This time, a 9-year-old no connection to the Rosemead 
boy was snatched from his bed as killing or the other cases, 
his younger brother slept undis- Later, with ballistics tests in 
turbed in the same room. hand to link the shooting to other 

Two days later, at 4:30 a.pi., a "night stalker" crimes, police 
Goodwill Industries thrift store se- would theorize that the assailant 
curity guard found the b6y wander- who fled the scene of the Okazaki 

ing around close to the store, near shooting thought he was being fol- 
Los Angeles’ Chinatown. The 9- lowed by the roommate who sur- 
year-old had been molested. Be- vived. He may have thought that 
cause of the boy’s longish hair, po- Yu was that roommate — both 

lice theorized that the abductor were of Asian ancestry — and 

mistook him for a girl. killed her after forcing her car to a 

Methods and descriptions led po- halt, police suggested, 
lice to link the abduction with the March 20: One more child is ab- 
Feb. 25 kidnapping, but investiga- ducted and molested. An 8-year-old 
tors were stymied for a suspect. girl was taken from her home in 
March 17, 11 p.m.: Los Angeles the Eagle Rock section of Los An- 
city traffic supervisor Dayle Oka- geles as her parents slept. She was 
-zaki, 34, left her parents’ house at found later the next day, wander- 
about 9 p.m. They had watched a ing in Glendale. Montebello, Mon- 
telcvision movie together. Then terey Park and county investiga- 
she left for her condominium in tors compared notes and thought 
Rosemead. Just before 11 p.m., an the cases probably were related, 
intruder broke into the condo The modus operandi was similar, 
through a garage door, shot hei'to March 27: Fifteen miles away 
death, and wounded a 25-yesw#d from the scene of the first two kill- 
roommate, who eventually phoned mgs, a double homicide took place 


^ ' l dead of a slashed throat in her run 

A ployees of a construction company 

-• ■ . v.'*'.'-'-; s’ building apartments next door 

v 'v ST / Stopped by the house that morning 

^ ‘ 1 V “She was in the bathroom. ..‘.Her 

V throat was laid open from ear to 

' 5 Jt ear,” said Don Bonelli, one of the 

*’\ men who discovered her. Arcadia 

y v ^ police at the time said they had no 

‘ ^**~*£.'*''** J fr*** ;> ' iPII motive for the slay ing, and the inci- 

. dent barely drew a mention in the 

\ local newspaper. 

i- Bm i July 1: Frank Starich and his 

\ - J. ' TfBM wife, Tina, grew worried when 

», ^ ^ -fed* they noticed that their neighbor, 

f MatY Cannon, 75, had not picked 

; < /-Vi \ >7\.' \ up the morning newspaper or re- 

? •- *4 - sponded to repeated telephone 

> * V -jjxr- JB calls. They decided to let them- 

/ jjvl fl selves in with a key Cannon had 

S' K *. ■' 1 ^ ^They found the living room in 

y B ^ BH disarray, ^and th^ hall to their 

A - 0 • I When a patrolmanaFrived.drew 

• i — ‘ *3 an( * enlere< * l ^ e bouse,Mrs. 

. •'-». yki j-y. \ 9 Starich crouched behind him and 

- - ~-a... - . . - i - i -s followed him inside. She wanted to 

Associated Press see. 

Richard Ramirez is led into a courtroom Tuesday to facearraignmant in soma of the‘nigh! stalker' attacks. "I thought, I hoped, she was all 

right, just hurt," Mrs. Starich said. 

shot wounds. His wife survived her unlocked entry into the house, and gripped by sweltering heat. A 6 - "But she was there, face down, on 
injuries. _ one that neighbors repeatedly had year-old girl was kidnapped from the bed. I just froze." 

At the time, police blamed the warned Doi to secure, said Fred her Arcadia home sometime after Cannon had been beaten, her 

killing on a burglar trying to elimi- Lancon, a friend and neighbor of 12:30 a.m. She was reported miss- head bludgeoned, then covered 

nate witnesses. Two or three guns the Doi family. ing at 4 a.m. by parents who awoke with a pillow. A cane Cannon some- 

and other valuables were taken. "He'd say, 'Don't worry, don't to find their daughter gone. times used was in pieces. The as- 

There was no connection made to worry,- ” Lancon recalled. "Bill A slender man of medium height saiiant had used it as one of his 

the other Monterey Park lulling, would say he came from Chicago, had pried open her window and weapons, Mrs. Starich said. 

The killings earned only brief sto- and that we don't even know real coaxed her outside by saying he The Stariches had wanted to iri- 

nes in the local newspaper, burred crime here." was her baby sitter. She reported stall small stops on Cannon's wiri- 

m rts page 2 poltce blotter col- May 29: On the outskirts of Mon- being taken to an old, beat-up dows. the kind that keep the sash 

um "_ rovia, on a mountain road domi- "blue motel,” where she was mo- f rom rising more than 5 inches. 

The problem was, the cases nated by spectacular views of the lested, then driven to a street cor- starich said. They even went out 
were not being coordinated. Each San Gabriel Valley and hairpin ner in Los Angeles' Rampart Dis- and bought some for her, but she 
agency, each city, was handlmg its turns, Mabel Close Bell, 84, and her trict. always put off installing them, he 

own," Monterey Park's Chief El- invalid sister lived for 2S years. Her abductor instructed her to said, 

der said. “There was no reason to Sometime on May 29, someone go to a service station and ask for "She'd say 'there’s plenty of 

make any connections at the broke into the home, ransacked it, help, which she did. The attendant ii me ,' 

tithe.” and severely beat the two women, there called police at 4:30 a.m. Police did not nnhiirfv declare 

Mrs. Dot's vision is poor; she Newspapers piled up for three The girl was wearing only paja- immediate Connection be- 

could not produce an accurate de- days in front of their house until a mas when kidnapped. When police '^e Sns and (Snon kill- 

scnption of the attacker. Neigh- gardener noticed them, then saw found her, she was dressed in a mas but ArSa pSh« De?c^Mive 
bors say she does not believe Ra- that the front door was ajar. He man's nylon jacket, and wore E d wm, e ?s“d ,t hadn t ?aken i» 
rrnrez was the man who attacked foundthe women inside, critically men's black socks to keep her feet “ ch , h i nking , 0 , ie the two togeth- 
her. injured, on June 1. warm. er 

However, bullet fragments re- Bell died six weeks later. The Police immediately connected '-when vou have ransackine like 
covered from Doi's head match sister survived, but remains seri- this crime to other area child kid- ' Ih , H ’ d . d Ih „ 
those recovered from other "night ously ill. nappings. But weeks passed before ^^Tenr^ vC thoughl Z 

stalker crime scenes, a lawen- Monrovia police attributed the a sneaker .fcotarint iaipid outside “ e 've Bot'some crafed guv 
f X^rTn,^,hroughan cnme at the rime to one or more 

unlocked side window — the only June 27: Southern California was Please see STALKER/A15 








STATE 


'Night ^talker’ suspect charged; lottery sales to start Oct. 3 


£ ■ Richard Ramirez, suspect in a string of 15 so- 
called “night stalker” slay¬ 
ings, was formally charged 
Tuesday in Los Angeles with 
eight felony counts, including 
one of the killings. The charges 

E stem from two incidents tied to 
the “night stalker”: the May 14 
slaying of William Doi, 66, who 
was shot in the face at his home 
a in Monterey Park, and the rape 
tt of Doi’s 63-year-old wife, who is 
s confined to a wheelchair be¬ 
cause of a stroke; and a May 9 
burglary-robbery at the Mon¬ 
rovia home of Clara C. Hasdell, 85. In another devel¬ 
opment, police revealed Wednesday that the 
fingerprints of Ramirez match those found at the 
apartment of an elderly woman whose throat was 
slashed last summer in Los Angeles. In Orange 
County, authorities said they would be ready within 
two weeks to file charges against Ramirez in the 
Aug. 25 assault on a Mission Viejo couple. In that 
crime, William Carns, 29, was shot three times in 
the head while slept, and his girlfriend was sexu¬ 

ally assaulted. Ramirez, 25, was captured Aug. 31 
by residents of a Hispanic neighborhood in Los An¬ 
geles, when he reportedly tried to steal a car after 
being recognized from wanted posters. 


■ Gov. George Deukmejian on Wednesday de¬ 
clared an Oct. 3 kickoff for the overdue state lottery, 
expected in its first two months to gush 45 million 
prizes of up to $5,000 each and 160 jackpots of up to 
$2 million apiece. But the majority of prizes, about 
44.8 million, will be in the $2 and $5 categories. The 
announcement came 10 months after voters ap¬ 
proved an initiative creating the games, with much 
of the proceeds to go to public school funding. Begin¬ 
ning at noon Oct. 3, players will be able to buy $lj 
tickets at nearly 20,000 locations statewide. 


■ The nation’s first statewide , “comparable 
worth” ruling was overturned Wednesday by a fed¬ 
eral appeals court, which said the state of Washing¬ 
ton did not have to offer women equal pay for jobs of 
equal worth. The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco reversed a decision that could have pro- 
vided as much as $1 billion in damages to 15,500 
workers. The ruling could affect a similar suit pend¬ 
ing in California on behalf of 100,000 past and 
present workers in female-dominated jobs. Com¬ 
parable worth is a policy of equal pay for different 
jobs that are judged to be of equal value. The Rea¬ 
gan administration has opposed the policy. The 
California suit, filed in November, accuses the state 
of systematically underpaying workers in about 400 
female-dominated positions such as secretary, 
nurse and clerk. 






















STALKER: Twisting trail leads to suspicion killings are related 


What's going on?" 

They were still Arcadia cases, 
though, and no ties were as yet 
drawn with previous killings else¬ 
where. But sheriffs investigators 
had been called in to assist, and the 
similarities to the killings in March 
and May were about to become ob¬ 
vious. 

Police were starting to talk 
about a serial killer. 

July 5: In Sierra Madre, dubbed 
recently one of America's 10 safest 
places to live, a 16 -year-old girl 
was hauled from her bed by a man 
who entered through her bedroom 
window during the early morning 
hours and brutally beat and blud¬ 
geoned her while her family slept 
undisturbed. When she regained 
consciousness, she cried out for 
help to her family. 

The "night stalker" trademarks 
— late-night intrusion through a 
window, ransacking and savage 
beating—were there. To the sher¬ 
iff s investigators who were begin¬ 
ning to link some of these crimes, 
this case represented a low ebb. • 

"You find this 16-year-old all- 
American girl, and a guy beats the 
... out of her with a tire iron and' 


exposes 40 inches of skull," said 
one investigator one the case. "A 
man shouldn't have to find his 
daughter that way." 

"If s a real shocker in a small 
town like this," said Sierra Madre 
Police Sgt. C. D. Christensen. "Af¬ 
ter that, we had every unit we’ve 
got out on night patrols. All five of 
them." 

July 7, 2:30 a.m.: The "night 
stalker" returned to Monterey 
Park. The first attack came on 
gently sloping Arlight Street in one 
of its many ranch-style houses — 
Joyce Nelson's home. 

The 60-year-old grandmother, 
who planned to retire from her pro¬ 
duction-line job next year, was 
found beaten and stabbed, her 
house ransacked. Neighbors heard 
shots, a dog barking, a scream and 
someone in the bushes that night, 
but did not call police. 

July 7,3:30 a.m,: Less than a mile 
away, a 62-year-old Monterey Park 
woman was raped and her home 
burglarized. She was able to pro¬ 
vide one of the first solid descrip¬ 
tions of the “night stalker." For 
her protection, police kept the inci¬ 
dent quiet. 


But Monterey Park's Chief Elder 
said there was no question in his 
investigators' minds at that point 
that a madman responsible for 
many crimes was on the loose. 

That same day, Elder recalled, 
he picked up the telephone and put 
in a call to Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Sherman Block. ■ At the 
same moment, his secretary told 
him Block was calling him. 

July 8 through Aug. 24: It was the 
turning point: The connections be¬ 
tween the killings had btan nw4o, 
and a multiagency task Strep *mss 
launched. The public RvJif VJW 
told what law off icials has rsdStnf 
weeks earlier. 

Six weeks of frustration passed 
— with one victim after another 
succumbing in communities 
throughout the San Gabriel and 
San Fernando valleys. 

Edgy citizens kept their windows 
closed against the random violence 
despite the relentless heat. But 
three more walk-in killings oc¬ 
curred in July — a married couple 
in Glendale and a Sun Valley park¬ 
ing attendant whose wife and child 
survived beatings. On Aug. 6, aN- 
orthridge couple was shot after the 


"night stalker" slipped in through 
an unlocked sliding door. They sur¬ 
vived. 

Two days later, a Diamond Bar 
man was slain. Then the state was 
jarred by the killing of a San Fran¬ 
cisco businessman, Peter Pan, the 
first strike by the "night stalker" 
outside of Souite-<» California. In¬ 
vestigator each new day 

and its potei'Lii ftp new victims. 

Some if &a wiaoe scenes con¬ 
tained siGft&r uawlings and pen¬ 
tagrams, five-sided stars connect¬ 
ed with Satan worship. 

The pattern was to kill or at¬ 
tempt to kill any adult male Imme¬ 
diately, then to assault adult wom¬ 
en, sparing them if they acqui¬ 
esced, killing them if they put up a 
fight. Children-seemed to escape 
the beating, although some were 
molested. 

Investigators would gather after 
their endless day's work, nursing 
shots of whiskey — "debriefing," 
they called it. 

They were at a standstill. 

Monday: the big break 
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Evidence sought in Stalker case 

Ramirez’s ex-roommate says, 'I knew he had a problem’ 


Associated Press 

The lawyer representing Richard Rami¬ 
rez, the drifter accused of terrorizing the 
state with the murderous “Night Stalker” 
attacks, said he’s approaching the case no 
differently than any other. 

Deputy Public Defender Allen R. Ada- 
shek, whcs %as been beseiged for comment 
>tboitt the notorious case, refused to discuss 
his conversations with Ramirez or the evi¬ 
dence against him. 

“I’m trying to take it a day at a time and 
take things as they come,” he said. “That’s 
all I can do. I keep my personal feelings out 
of it and represent the client the best I can 
whether it’s a misdemeanor or a multiple 
felony case.” 

1|is search for weapons used in dozens of 
japiiks by the serial killer escalated Friday 
/4E&ifthorities in. several states worked to 
Mk tsnsolved crimes to the Stalker. 

Ramirez, 25, has been charged in one of 
the 'Los Angeles slayings and served with an 
warrant stemming from a San Fran¬ 
cisco killing. 

Both homicides, along with 12 others this 
year and another last year, were blamed on 
the Night Stalker, who stormed the state, 


attacking random victims with guns, knives 
and club-like instruments. 

Earl Gregg Jr., 25, a former roommate of 
Ramirez, told reporters Friday that he was 
unaware of any satanic leanings by Ramirez 
but he seemed to like the heavy-metal rock 
group AC-DC whose songs contain satanic 
images. 

. “As far as I knew, he wasn’t worshipping 
the devil,” Gregg said at a news conference 
in Lompoc, 140 miles northwest of Los 
Angeles. “He liked AC-DC. I heard him say 
anti-Chist, devil child. That’s what AC-DC 
stands for.” 

Gregg said Ramirez, whom he knew only 
as Rick, lived with him, his wife and moth¬ 
er-in-law from May to October 1980. 

“There’s a little lunatic in everybody,” 
Gregg said. “I knew he had a problem, but I 
didn’t think he had many problems.” 

Gregg said he didn’t notice a pentagram, 
frequently used by satanists, tattooed on 
Ramirez’ hand. 

“I don’t go around looking at a guy’s tat¬ 
too,” Gregg said. “My mother-in-law poin¬ 
ted out that it was a witch’s star.” 

Since Ramirez’ arrest Aug. 31, police and 
sheriff’s deputies have bees fueling for 


weapons believed discarded as Ramirez fled 
from a group of East Los Angeles residents 
who eventually beat him to the ground and 
held him for officers. 

Los Angeles police Officer Dan Rodri¬ 
guez said Ramirez made incriminating 
statements and voiced remorse when he was 
arrested, but Rodriguez declined to de¬ 
scribe the statements. 

“At one point, he raised his head and 
looked around toward the crowd and low¬ 
ered his head and said, ‘I’m glad you got 
me,’ ” Rodriguez, 41, said. 

Elsewhere in the West, Santa Fe, N.M., 
police were comparing evidence from two 
killings there with information provided by 
Los Angeles detectives, police Chief Assis¬ 
tant Dave Leyba said. of now we are 
investigating a couplefsmale-involved 
homicides.” 

Arizona police in Fhoeitfx and Tucson 
were also looking into, unsolved killings, 
and Salt Lake City police Detective John 
Johnson said his department was investigat¬ 
ing possible links between the Night Stalker 
and a stabbing death in May. 

Police in San Diego and Reno, Nev., said 
they planned to wait until Los Angeles au- 









Laiv Enforcement Aided by Public 


Seaurda for the Stalker 


Unulty 


"It will take a combination of police and citizen effort to break this case. . . . 
Be our eyes out there.’’ 

—Monterey Park Police Chief Jon D. Elder, July 11,1985 
By CAROL McGRAW and DAVID FREED, Times Staff Writers 

And that’s the way it happened: As investigators questioned con- 

The police and the community struction workers and searched 
together stalked the Night Stalker. remote hillside farms for’ dtftinc- 
As the killer blazed a trail of tive tennis shoe prints left by the 

vinipnop from the Southland to San stalker, families turned on flood- 


And that’s the way it happened: 
The police and the community 
together stalked the Night Stalker. 

As the killer blazed a trail of 
violence from the Southland to San 
Francisco, homicide detectives re¬ 
lied on high-tech crime analysis, 
old-fashioned shoe leather and 
their own gut hunches to track 
him. But it was the public’s surviv¬ 
al instincts—and more than a little 
luck—that finally snared a sus¬ 
pect—Richard Ramirez, a 25- 
year-old Texas drifter—to end one 
of the most intense manhunts in 
California history. 

It was a race against death. 
Police feared that the stalker 
would strike again; citizens feared 
that they might be next 

While detectives, desperate for 
leads, scrutinized thousands of 
clues, tipsters called in thousands 
more. While policemen staked out 
Skid Row hotels and a Chinatown 
dentist, homeowners patrolled 
their own backyards and alleys. 


otaiiwi., ---- 

lights, barricaded doors and bought 
guns. And eight days ago, as a 
panicked Ramirez fkvd through the 
streets of East I/OS Angeles after 
glimpsing his pictisre in a newspa¬ 
per, citizens using their fists and a 
steel rod caught up with him first, 
minutes ahead of the lawmen. 

Detectives hugged each other 
and hundreds of bystanders 
cheered as the suspect was hauled 
off to jail. . 

Last Tuesday, Ramirez was ar¬ 
raigned on a single murder count 
and seven other charges stemming 
from two late-night attacks in 
early May in the San Gabriel 
Valley. Authorities in San Francis¬ 
co charged him with an Aug. 17 
murder there. Ramirez has not yet 
entered pleas to these charges. 

Please see STALKER, Page 34 
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STALKER: Public Aided Law 


Continued from Page 1 

The stalker investigation, even 
larger than the infamous 1977-79 
Hillside Strangler case, was puz¬ 
zling from the start. 

. Unlike other serial murder cases, 
this one seemed to have no distinct 
pattern. 

At least 15 people died in the 
stalker’s bloody rampage, which 
may have begun as early as 1981, 
investigators believe. At least 21 
victims survived his assaults. 

Prowling the freeway corridors 
of Los Angeles and beyond, the 
stalker preyed upon businessmen, 
Asian immigrants, grandmothers 
and retired couples. He kidnaped 
children off streets and sexually 
assaulted them; he dragged one 
woman from her car and shot her 
repeatedly. Most often, he crept 
into tidy tract homes through un¬ 
locked windows and doors before 
dawn, cut telephone wires and 
attacked his victims while they 
slept. 

In serene middle-class neighbor¬ 
hoods, he killed men first, then 
turned to their women. He blud¬ 
geoned, slashed throats, raped, 
sodomized and shot his prey, using 
.22-caliber and .25-caliber pis¬ 
tols—easily concealed weapons 
that make relatively little noise, 
police said. 

Wearing soft cotton gloves, he 
also killed and maimed with a tire 
iron and a claw hammer. Some 
victims were handcuffed to door 
knobs or bound with electrical 
extension cords and brutalized. 

Afterward, according to a police 
source, the stalker “stuck the shiv 
in even further,” casually snacking 
on leftovers in the kitchens of some 
victims. He raped one woman and 
then ordered her to cook him a 
meal. He gouged out the eyes of 
another victim. 

He sometimes stole their jewel¬ 
ry, television sets, cameras and 
even their suitcases. 

Police first suspected in April 
that at least four unsolved murders 
in the San Gabriel Valley had been 
committed by the same killer. It 
was four more months, however, 
before authorities publicly dis¬ 
closed their ominous suspicions: 
that a serial killer was on the loose. 

For Lt. Joe Santoro of the Mon¬ 
terey Park Police Department, the 
suspicions became reality July 7, 
with the investigation of the mur¬ 
der of Joyce Nelson, a 61-year-old 
grandmother and assembly line 
worker found beaten to death in 
her modest white-shuttered home. 

"When we went out to the 
Nelson house, we all had a sick 
feeling that these were not coinci¬ 
dences, there was someone really 
terrible and bad out there killing 
and killing and killing,” Santoro 
said. / 

Monterey Park Police Chief Jon 
D. Elder and Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Sherman Block talked ur¬ 
gently by phone that day—and the 
concept of a multiagency task force 
to investigate the string of murders 


was born. A few nights later, Elder 
addressed a jammed City Council 
chambers to plead with 650 anxious 
residents, “It will take a combina¬ 
tion of police and citizen efforts to 
break the case,” he said. “Help us. 
Be our eyes out there.” 

Obsessed with the case, Elder 
worked behind his desk during the 
day and went out on patrol at night. 

“Even we didn’t understand 
completely at that time what would 
come from the unity of the people, 
and the law enforcement agen¬ 
cies,” Santoro recalled. 

It came to be known as the Night 
Stalker Task Force, but that was a 
misnomer. They cooperated, but 
the more than 60 detectives as¬ 
signed to the case from police 
agencies throughout Los Angeles 
. County did not work out of the 
same squad room. There was no 
central headquarters, no single 
commander. 

Homicide detectives are regard¬ 
ed by their peers as an egotistical, 
fiercely independent lot, loyal to 
their departments. Those traits 
' held true in the massive hunt for 
the stalker. 

The 20 Los Angeles police offi¬ 
cers assigned to stalker-related 
murders in the city pursued their 
own leads, as did the 35 detectives 
from the Sheriff’s Department. In¬ 
vestigators from Glendale, Monro¬ 
via, Monterey Park, Whittier, San 
Gabriel and Arcadia performed 
similarly. 

“It’s not a task force really," 
Cmdr. William Booth, a Los Angel¬ 
es Police Department spokesman, 
said early in the investigation. "We 
(the Police Department) have our 
group and they (the Sheriff's De¬ 
partment) have their, group." 

Nonetheless, with the Sheriff’s 
Department coordinating efforts, 
investigators put aside interagency 
rivalries to compare notes. At first 
weekly, and later more often, they 
met in the Sheriff’s Department 
Homicide Bureau to m atfjSI ft BBE 
strategy, i 

The investigators, despi%%$$|gi§ 
different affiliations, developed few 
personal animosities. Sometimes, 
however, relations were strained. 

Police chiefs from smaller de¬ 
partments participating in the case 
complained privately that the news 
were briefed by the 
jiartment and Los An¬ 
ti’before they could be 
pgpatest development in 
,J ''"king investigation, 
bations between the 
a&*S£partment and Police 
Department also seemed poorly 
coordinated at times. 

At one point, Los Angeles police 
put out a bulletin announcing that 
they had linked three more murder 
cases to the stalker, bringing the 
number of victims to 17. Police 
refused to provide details on those 
new cases, except to say that one of 
the murders involved 
Cams, a Mission Viejo man \ 
the head in an attack on Aug 

Cams was not killed, he 
He suffered grave head wounds 




and remains hospitalized; his con¬ 
dition is reported to be improving. 

"They made a boo-boo; they 
miscounted and added (non-fatal) 
assaults to the list of murders and 
then they wouldn’t admit that they 
screwed up,” said a Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment source close to the inves¬ 
tigation. "We had been saying all 
along that we had 14 murders at 
the time, but we backed them up 
anyway because we felt it was 
important not to show disunity.” 

Only last week did police officials 
back away from their earlier tally. 
“We’re not going to talk numbers 
now," Booth told a reporter. 

Jurisdictional rivalry even sur¬ 
faced on the day Ramirez was 
• caught by citizens in East Los 
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Angeles, just outside Los Angeles 
city limits, in the Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment patrol area. Ramirez was 
handcuffed by a lone deputy who 
had arrived on the scene moments 
before, but half a dozen Los Angel¬ 
es police officers took the suspect 
into custody and drove him to the 
Police Department’s Ppllenbeck 
station. 

“They made our guy look idiotic 
because they practically overpow¬ 
ered him and kidnaped his prison¬ 
er,” said a ranking Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment official. “We were all a 
little unhappy with that.” 

The Sheriff’s Department also 
was privately miffed because the 
Police Department staged its own 
press conference immediately after 
the arrest. 

Discord proved a rarity. If any¬ 
thing, authorities were too busy to 
squabble. 

"There was a concert to get (the 
suspect) off the streets,” said Capt. 
Robert Grimm, head of the Sher¬ 
iff’s Department Homicide Bureau. 
"Everyone became involved when 
they saw all the hurt, the wounds 
on the bodies, the ation in 
the homes, what it ?Av £Xng to the 
community.” 

Many investigators assigned to 
the case worked seven days a 
week, and 16-hour days were not 
uncommon. There were not many 
days off. 

One veteran Sheriff’s .Depart¬ 
ment homicide detective, Sgt. 
Frank Salerno, "had to be kicked 
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STALKER: Public’s Unity Born of 


Fear Aided in Capture of Suspect 


i 

Continued from Page 34 
a fateful prediction: "I would sus¬ 
pect that this guy may wind up 
getting caught by a homeown¬ 
er. . 

The investigation was by then 
moving in several directions. 

For' weeks, investigators had 
staked out a walk-in dental clinic 
in Los. Angeles’ Chinatown where a 
man identifying himself as Richard 
Mena had sought treatment for his 
decaying teeth. Authorities sus¬ 
pected early on that Mena might be 
the stalker. 

That lead had developed June 15, 
when a‘ man was stopped by Los 
Angeles police in the department's 
Northwest Division. He had been 
d&tingabtolen car and fled on foot, 
leaving ‘behind a business card 
ham the -Chinatown dentist, who 
v/3* ablfe^to provide authorities 
with the name Richard Mena. 

' Mena Md visited the clinic six 
times from. March to May 30. He 
had undergone root canal work and 
had temporary caps placed on some 


j’ 


of his teeth. 

“He had terrible decay in most Of 
his teeth, hut it wasn’t from dis¬ 
ease,” said Dr. Kenneth K. Tse, 
who heads the dental clinic. ‘It was 
from neglect’’ 

Those who know Ramirez said 
after his arrest that he made meals 
of Pepsi and chocolate and never 
brushed his teeth. 

Although detectives checked the 
Mena name through a myriad 
sources, they were unable to find 
the suspect The name Mena, police 
eventually discovered, was only 
one of many used by Ramirez. 
Other aliases included Richard 
Moreno, Noah Jimenez, Nicholaus 
Adame and Richard Munoz. 

Although investigators hoped 
that he would return to the clinic 
for permanent dental caps, he did 
not 

Other leads were explored. 

area pawnshops, 
pa32fi§S&?Sy ii&se in the San Gabri- 
el VKfey, «sre alerted in hopes 
thae titf Se&er would try to sell 


some of the more than 2,000 pieces 
o i jewelry he had taken from his 
victims. 

Several of the murder scenes 
were near construction sites, so 
detectives combed unsuccessfully 
through employee lists to see if the 
suspect might have worked as a 
laborer. 

In late August, about a week 
before Ramirez’s capture, authori¬ 
ties received another important tip 
from the public. 

A Los Angeles resident told 
them that the stalker was named 
Rick and that he frequented Skid 
Row hotels. Lawmen began yet 
another stakeout, this time down¬ 
town. 

It was 60 miles away on Aug. 25, 
in the Orange County community 
of Mission Viejo, that a 13-year-old 
boy gave police one of their most 
important leads. 

The observant teen-ager, James 
Romero III, was in his parents’ 
garage working on a motorbike 
when he spotted an orange Toyota 


station wagon that he thought was 
suspicious. He called police and 
gave them a partial license num¬ 
ber. 

Ninety minutes later and a mile 
away, police believe, the stalker 
slipped into yet another house and 
shot William Cams in the head and 
raped his girlfriend. 

. The next morning, Jon Quinn Jr., 
who runs a health food store at 6th 
and Alexander streets west of 
downtown Los Angeles, spotted 
the car parked in the lot of his small 
shopping center. Quinn regularly 
takes down license plates of cars in 
the lot because of illegal parking 
there. On Tuesday, the car was still 
there and authorities were notified. 

Four plainclothesmen staked out 
the Toyota until the next morning, 
hoping that the person who stole it 
would return. When he did not, it 
was taken by flatbed truck to 
Orange County Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment facilities, where two of the 
latest scientific methods were used 
to retrieve evidence. 

The first involved using Super¬ 
glue fumes, which react to mois¬ 
ture in fingerprints, turning the 
prints white. The other, a laser, 
enhances prints that are partly 
wiped clean. A partial print was 
found on a window of the station 
wagon and sent to the state De¬ 


partment of Justice in Sacramento. 

It was a fluke that Ramirez’s 
fingerprints, taken in December/ 
1984, after his arrest on stolei 
vehicle charges, showed up in tie 
computer’s memory banks. Ttu 
only prints that have been fed h*> 
the new system are those of¬ 
fenders bom after Jan. 1, 
Ramirez was bom on Feb. 2S of 
that year. 

The same day the state* com¬ 
puter identified Ramirez’s ;nnts, a 
San Pablo woman told Lompoc 
police that her family ..Wd pur¬ 
chased jewelry in San Francisco 
from a man whom she k^w only as 
Rick. The man, she sad matched a 

de mce°deteratoSuiat the jew¬ 
elry had been stoKi Aug. 15 in a 
San Francisco briery that oc¬ 
curred two days Jefore San Fran- 
cisco accountantPeter Pan, 66, was 
shot dead in a spying that has been 
finked to the salker. 

The woma* provided authorities 
with the nanes of two men who 
ultimately tfovided Ramirez's true 
identity. 

That afemoon. Block, Los An¬ 
geles Polce Chief Daryl F. Gates 
and Orjnge County Sheriff Brad 
Gates Abated whether to release 
Ramirs’s name and his police mug 
shot tithe public. 


Officials worried that the plan 
might have devastating effect on 
the case. 

On one hand, they would be 
giving the killer an opportunity 
flee and-destroy evidence. On the 
other, the public had been unable 
to identify him from the composite 
drawing that was released more 
than a month earlier. Identifying 
him by name and picture could- 
possibly lead to a quick arrest. 

Less than 12 hours later, Rami¬ 
rez walked into an East Los Angel¬ 
es grocery store and saw his face on 
the front page of a Spanish-lan- 
guage newspaper. He fled, and 
within minutes everyone along WS 
path seemed to recognize him afid 
call police. 

When he turned onto Hubbard 
Street, he tried to steal cars and hft 
one woman in the stomach in an 
attempt to get her keys. She 
screamed, and her husband and 
several neighbors took after the 
suspect, flaying him with a fence 
rod. Exhausted, Ramirez slumped 
to a curb; neighbors held him for 
police. 

The partnership between au¬ 
thorities and the community had 
succeeded. % 

Times staff writers Mark Arax 
and Marita Hernandez contributed 
to this story. 




ACLU Chief 
Will Resign 
to Fight on a 
New Front 


By JACK JONES, I ft 

Times Staff Writer | , 

Ramona Ripston said Tuesday ' I 
that she will resign as executive I 6. 
director of the American Civil f j 
Liberties Onion of Southern Cali- 1jlj 
fornia to become an officer of j j 
television producer Norman Lear's y f 
organization opposing partisan po- j ij 
litical. efforts fay fundamentalist | 
religious groups. «.. 

-After 13 years in which she has Np 
been through numerous civil liber- f jf 
ties legal battles and ideological ; S 
contests within the ACLU itself, fjii 
Ripston told her executive commit- II i' 
tee Tuesday night that she will 
leave the post Dec. 31 because "the 
time has come tomoveon." 

She said she will become vice \.K 
president for the Western region of hml 
P eople for the American Way, set 
up by Lear to combat what he sees 
as an attempt by right-wing 
preachers to break down the sepa¬ 
ration between church and state in 
order "to Christianize America." 

Long Workweek 

"Quite f r a nk l y ," Ripston told 
The Times, "Ihave worked 70 to 80 
hours a week for 13 years. You 
reach a point where you realize 

(the job) needs someone to work 70 
to 80 hours a week." 

She said her husband, Los An¬ 
geles Superior Court Judge Stanley 
Malone, had just telephoned her to 
find out what night of the week she 
would be free so he could have 
dinner with her. "It would be nice 
to spend more time with him,” she 
said. 

Policy arguments between the 
Southern California chapter and 
the national ACLU included one 
over how to share funds raised by 
the comparatively prosperous local 
affiliate and whether poverty con¬ 
stitutes a violation of an individu¬ 
al's civil rights. 

She said Tuesday that there is no ■ 
current dispute with the national 
organization and that "we are very 
close." The local affiliate and the 
national organization have a 
fund-sharing agreement and have 
settled a dispute over the local 
affiliate's opposition to a bill that 
Please see RIPSTON, Page 2 
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Trials Night Stalker cite 
reaching record proportions 


Continued from Page A-l 

^felonies, including beatings, 
irapes, kidnapping, child molest- 
|«ng and robbery. 

Buono, charged with 10 mur¬ 
ders, was convicted of nine. 
During his trial, the prosecution 
called 269 witnesses; another 
123 people testified for the 
defense. 

Last week, Los Angeles Mu¬ 
nicipal Judge Candace Cooper 
scheduled a preliminary hear¬ 
ing for Ramirez on Feb. 24. His 
attorneys, who say they’ve just 
begun their own investigation, 
have declined comment on how 
they will conduct the case. 

To get an idea of what the 
Ramirez case might be like, the 
Star-News interviewed* sqyeja]* 
attorneys, investigajjj-s 3$;* 
judges who have wo® I iff 
major murder trials. 1||’| W||L! 

“You end up realip*jra»' 
many victims there 
crime,” said Inspect&fft#4. 
Brook cjgj IHK &nta Crhi' w g W 
district ||jpj|p8y’s of| 4 s 'j 
assisted ||g|||gutors dvlpRjlw 
months or mal, in 19S3tefl|. 4 
the so-called_Txailsii4;TiJs %4 
case. * I ¥,if t 

David Carpenter, th^ueeusba 1 
Trailside Killer, currently faces 
a second trial in Marin County, 
involving the murders of several 
young women along hiking trails 
in Santa Cruz and Marin coun¬ 
ties. 

Attorneys, jurors and witness¬ 
es all become victims during an 
extended trial, said Brook — 
especially the survivors and 
other witnesses, “who will be 
taken through a long process, 
who will be called back (to tell 
their stories) again and again.” 

“This one was debilitating,”, 
added Brook, a veteran of many 
homicide investigations. 

Brook and others on the pros¬ 
ecution side said they feel some 
major trials take longer than 
they should, for a variety of 
reasons. 

In California, trial judges are 
especially likely to proceed 
slowly because state appellate 
courts have been known to grant 
reversals on a variety of techni¬ 
calities, said Michael Nash, one 
of the Hillside Strangler prose¬ 
cutors, who is now a Los An¬ 
geles Municipal Court judge. 

“If you’re walking on eggs, 
you’re going to walk more slow¬ 
ly,” Nash said, adding: “Some¬ 
times ... justice delayed is jus¬ 
tice thwarted.” 

But defense attorneys said 
there’s a good reason to go slow, 
especially in a capital case. 
Ramirez is facing a possible 
death sentence, as did Buono, 
who eventually was given life 
imprisonment. 

“If the state’s going to take a 


life, you want to make sure 
you’re killing the right guy,” 
said Michael Mendelson, a San 
Francisco attorney who helped 
defend mass murderer Juan 
Corona in his 1982 retrial. 

Corona, whose second trial 
lasted seven months, is serving a 
life sentence for killing 25 farm¬ 
workers whose mutilated bodies 
were found in two peach or¬ 
chards in 1971. 

“We should judge how effec¬ 
tive is our system of law by how 
much protection is afforded, (to 
the accused), even in the most 
heinous of crimes,” Mendelson 
said. 

The Hillside Strangler trial 
cost the state and county more 
than $2 million. Corona’s retrial 

The price of 
® laJfyepififfiSation, scientif- 
f witnesses 
addition to the 

I il]|im ::rneys ’ baiiif fs 

County, a trial 
a day, said 

ppak aecutive officer 
■t^ e * es Superior 

^^y^^^^^^?for trial after 
his preliminary hearing. 

□ Jury selection can take 
several moqths in a capital case. 
It took 54 court days, spread 
over three months, to select a 
jury in Buono’s trial, and “I was 
congratulated (by other judges) 
on taking so little time,” George 
said. 

Under state court rulings 
aimed at ensuring an unpreju¬ 
diced jury, each prospective 
juror in a capital case must be 
interviewed individually about 
his views on the death penalty. 
"Virtually the entire life history 
of the juror becomes open for 
examination,” complained 
George, who has advocated 
shortening the process. 

In some capital cases, as in 
the Trailside Killer case, the 
judge may opt to select two ju¬ 
ries: one to decide guilt or inno¬ 
cence and one to decide the 
penalty if the defendant is 
found guilty. This can add time 
to the process. 

□ The extent of physical evi¬ 
dence and witness testimi^jjjf# 
key factor once the trial 
Authorities are barre 
court order from discus 
evidence against Ramirez, but 
it’s known that at least part of 
the case is based on finger¬ 
prints, stolen property and bal¬ 
listics tests. 

The Strangler case was pro¬ 
longed for several weeks by the 
contradictory testimony of 
Kenneth Bianchi; the man au¬ 
thorities believed to be Buono’s 
accomplice. Bianchi agreed to 


testify for the prosecution, then 
recanted and gave a number of 
conflicting statements. 

Prosecutors often call more 
witnesses than the defense, 
because the prosecution has the 
burden of proof. Cross-examina-1 
tion of these witnesses is time- 
consuming but crucial to the 
defense, Mendelson said. “You 
have to strike at the vitals of 
their case.” 

■ Prosecutors must try to 

prove each charge, or count, 
individually. In Buono’s case, 
several lesser charges were“s$ 
vered” from the murder cciui}$| 
and were to be handled|'itii 5^' 
separate trial. This can shqften' 
the process. «•'p;Ll 

In Ramirez’s case, defense 
attorneys Daniel and Arturo" 
Hernandez have declined to say 
whether they will seek to sever 
the lesser charges from the 
murder counts. 

■ Defense attorneys may ask 
to hold a highly publicized trial 
in a different part of the state. 
This can help lawyers pick an 
unbiased jury; the first Trailside 
Killer trial was held_in Los. 
Angeles for this reason. 

But a change of venue also 
can add to expenses and logisti¬ 
cal problems. “It’s like trying to 
organize a family reunion for 70 
people who don’t even know 
each other,” said Brook, the 
Santa Cruz investigator. 

n The trial judge must decide 
whether to set aside time each 
day to handle other cases, or try 
to speed things up by hearing 
only one trial from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. every day. Judges usually 
take the first option, with rea¬ 
son. 

“I don’t think the human 
mind can sit through (40 hours a 
week) and comprehend all the 
information that jurors must 
take in,” said Gerald Chaleff, 
the lead defense attorney for 
Buono. 

D Police and prosecutors of¬ 
ten complain that lengthy trials 
wreak havoc on witnesses’ 
memories and their willingness 
to testify. Evidence also disap¬ 
pears. 

During the Strangler trial, 
Buono’s house was sold and the 
new owner had it razed. Most of 
the murders had been commit¬ 
ted in Buono’s spare bedroom. 

But a long trial can be bad for 
the defense, too. Failing memo¬ 
ries and lost evidence can hurt 
both sides, Chaleff said. 

While jurors sometimes de¬ 
velop sympathy for the defen¬ 
dant over time, they, may also 
become more cohesive as a 
group. This can make it easier 
for the stronger personalities to 
sway some doubters who might 
vote for acquittal, Mendelson 
said. 
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Night Stalker trial could reach record proportions 


By BRANDON BAILEY 
Staff Writer 

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge 
Ronald George remembers well the ad¬ 
vice of a colleague at the outset of the 
Hillside Strangler trial in 1981. 

Don’t let yourself get run down, the 
colleague told the judge. Take care of 
yourself physically, "because it’s very 
easy to run down mentally.” 


So George started jogging in the morn¬ 
ing, before he came to work. And as the 
trial of Glendale auto upholsterer Ange¬ 
lo Buono stretched over the next two 
years, it set the record as what is be¬ 
lieved to be the longest criminal trial in 
the nation’s history. 

“I used to run several miles every day, 
just to pound the stress, into the pave¬ 
ment,” the judge remembers. 


■ ■■ 

If authorities bring the so-called Night 
Stalker case to trial, there’s a chance 
that a new record will be set. Attorneys 
on both sides say it could last one to two 
years. 

While investigators have been close¬ 
mouthed about the evidence they have, 
the sheer magnitude of the case already 
is becoming apparent. Detectives have 


several hundred pages of investigative 
reports. The prosecutor has told report¬ 
ers he has a list of 300 witnesses. 

Richard Ramirez, the young drifter 
accused of a crime spree that terrorize!! 
Los Angeles County this summer, is 
charged with 14 murders and 54 other 

Please see TRIAL, 
Page A-7 





'.Ramirez denied phone access 


Associated Press 

If Richard Ramirez, accused of 
|V 14 “Night Stalker” slayings, is 
Vbeing denied access to Los 
Angeles County Jail telephones 
{because of a court order re¬ 
quested by his own attorney. 

Municipal Court Judge Elva 
Soper issued the restricted tele¬ 
phone access order Oct. 1, but it 
was not disclosed until Monday, 
when Ramirez’s sister, Rosa 
Flores, complained about it. 

Capt. Barry King, the jail’s 
commanding officer, confirmed 


Ramirez’s telephone privileges 
were suspended. 

“His phone privileges have 
been taken away from him by 
his attorney,” Flores said in a 
telephone interview from her 
home in El Paso, Texas. 

She contended Deputy Public 
Defender Allen Adashek sought 
the order as part of a continuing 
effort to keep Ramirez from 
expressing his displeasure with 
the way he is being represented. 
She earlier had contended that 
Ramirez wanted to tell the court 


he desired another attorney. 

In an unusual procedure, 
Ramirez did not appear at his 
own arraignment, instead listen¬ 
ing to the proceedings over a 
loudspeaker in an adjacent 
holding cell. 

Soper had said Ramirez was 
left in the lockup “for his bene¬ 
fit,” and she declared following 
a closed conference in her- 
chambers she had found “good 
cause” to grant Adashek’s re¬ 
quest to delay entry of Rami¬ 
rez’s plea until Oct. 17. 
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Ramirez hires attorney 

Night Stalker defendant’s plea date postponed 


By BRANDON BAILEY 
Staff Writer 

Night Stalker defendant Rich¬ 
ard Ramirez, accused of 15 
murders and a long string of 
other violent crimes, hired a 
private defense attorney Wed¬ 
nesday . to replace representa¬ 
tion from the county Public 
Defender’s office. 

Los Angeles Municipal Judge 
Elva Soper approved the hiring 
of Oxnard attorney Joseph Gal¬ 


legos and again postponed the 
date on which Ramirez will be 
asked to enter, a.plea. 

Gallegos received permission 
to delay the plea.until Oct. 22. 

Ramirez’s family has ex¬ 
pressed dissatisfaction with the 
deputy public defenders as¬ 
signed to the case. The dispute 
about who is representing Rami¬ 
rez may not be over, however. 

His sister, Rosa Flores, told 
reporters she wants her brother 


represented by two San Jose 
attorneys she located with the 
help of famed San Francisco 
lawyer Melvin Belli. 

At one point during the morn¬ 
ing, six--kiwyers representing 
Ramire^ 4jraily_were 
Soper's cbiutroom.jAfter a*pri- 
vate meeting wit.' " — 
Gallegos and two*hgpnty- 


TTinjUn (p>h: _bjuu^to 














Ramirez: Accused killer 

v. '« 

gets new legal defense 


Continued from Page A-l 

defenders, Soper declined to let 
the San Jose attorneys speak in 
court. 

Ramirez appeared briefly in 
court and spoke only twice. 
Wearing shackles, he answered 
“Yes” when Soper asked if he 
wanted to hire Gallegos and if 
he would agree to postponing 
his plea. 

Also in court was Texas law¬ 
yer Masrasi; Barraza, who is 
working £« Ramirez’s family. 
Barraza Flores said they 
learned only Monday that Galle¬ 
gos was taking the case. 

Gallegos, who said he has 21 
years of experience in criminal 
law, told reporters he was first 
contacted by Deputy Public 
Allen Adashek on 
JrMpt&The Oxnard attorney 
■■^$;$S*vthen met with Ramirez 
iSi^l^ours on Monday. 

encouraged. He 
':00$;'to radiate confidence,” 
Gallegos said of Ramirez, a 25- 
year-old transient from Texas 
who is accused in the killings 
that terrorized California this 
summer. 

Gallegos declined to say how 
Ramirez will pay the cost of his 
defense, which the attorney esti¬ 
mated could exceed $100,000 
during the trial, which is expect¬ 
ed to be lengthy. 

Soper said she held the in¬ 
chambers hearing with Ramirez 
to satisfy herself that he could 
pay for a private attorney. 

Adashek could not be reached 
for comment Wednesday. 

Outside Soper’s courtroom, 
San Jose attorney Arturo Her¬ 


nandez said he and attorney 
Daniel Hernandez (they are not 
related) had been retained by 
Ramirez’s family to defend him. 

Calling the hiring of Gallegos 
a “misunderstanding,” Arturo 
Hernandez said: “As far as 
we’re concerned, we are the 
attorneys for Mr. Ramirez." 

Hernandez said he had been 
unable to meet with Ramirez 
that morning but would try 
again this week. 

Ramirez’s family also wants to 
hire psychiatrists to examine 
him, Barraza said. An insanity 
plea isn’t planned, “but we’d 
like to make sure he’s (mentally) 
competent,” the Texas lawyer 
said. 

Barraza, who said he helped 
locate the San Jose lawyers 
because he is not licensed to 
practice law in California, had I 
been criticized by Adashek 
previously for speaking with 
i .-c-rfers about the case. 

lu^urt Tuesday, Soper hand¬ 
ed Barraza a copy of a gag order 
she has issued, but Barraza said 
the order prohibits him only 
from discussing evidence in the 
case. 

Meanwhile, The Associated 
Press reported Tuesday that 
Gallegos was arrested in 1976 
for firing a gun at a prostitute. 
He was convicted of attempted 
murder, the charge was reduced 
to assault with a deadly weapon 
and sentenced to proba ; V<4'-? \ 
without serving time in pris s. . : 

A spokeswoman for the 0 
bar association said Tue|a®f'; 
that Gallegos was never 
plined by the bar and is curiEt$$£' 
ly in good standing. 
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Still unclear 
who will be 
Ramirez’s lawy 


By BRANDON BAILEY aren't related.) 

staff Writer Barraza has said he was re-. 

Attorneys continued to squab- tained by Ramirez's family to 
ble Thursday over the job of help look after Ramirez’s inter- 
defending Night Stalker suspect 

')ted Barraza 
irez decided 
allegos after 
reports that 
pnvicted of 
tion with a 


Richard Ramirez. jfS 

A Texas lawyer hired by *££ 

Ramirez’s family told reporters 
that Ramirez has decided to fire re%' 
the defense lawyer he hired the tA.fe. 
day before a 

But defense lawyer Joseph v 
Gallegos, who became Ramirez's % ^@^^^^tnte.nced to 
attorney of record in a special probation He wasn't disciplined 
court hearing Wednesday, said by the state bar association, 
late Thursday that he's continu- Speaking by telephone from 
ing to work on the case. his office in Oxnard, Gallegos 

Ramirez, a 25-year-old tran- said Thursday he hadn't heard 
sient, is charged with 15 brutal from Ramirez since the previous 
murders and a string of rob- day but that he was told to "han- 
beries,,kidnappings and sexual die this matter all the way 
assaults. He has not yet entered through." 
a plea on any of the 68 felony Although Judge Soper said 
charges filed in Los Angeles Wednesday she was satisfied 
Municipal Court or on addition- that Ramirez could pay for an 
al charges authorities have filed attorney, it's not clear where 
in a San Francisco court. Ramirez will get the money. 

With Ramirez's consent, Gal- Gallegos told reporters his 
legos took over the case from fees would be "substantial" for 
the Los Angeles County Public defending Ramirez in a trial 
Defender's office during a spe- that could last more than a year, 
cial hearing conducted Wednes- Barraza said the family 
day by. Los Angeles Judge Elva planned to mortgage their home 
Soper. But attorney Manuel and raise defense funds "in bits 
Barraza of Texas told reporters and pieces." 
after the hearing that Ramirez's , If Ramirez is convicted, au- 
sister had hired two lawyers thorities say he would be sub¬ 
join San Jose to defend her ject to a state law barring him 
brother. from profiting from or paying 

Ramirez’s sister, Rosa Flores, an attorney with money from 
said she and San Jose attorney the sale of his story. But Chief 
Arturo Hernandez would try to Assistant Attorney General 
visit Ramirez and convince him Stephen White said it's not clear 
that he should be defended by whether the California law 
Hernandez and attorney Daniel would apply to Ramirez's rela- 
Hernandez. (The two attorneys tives, who live in Texas. 
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SHAKER: 61 New Counts 

Continued from Page 1 

determined Thursday if Ramirez will plead to the new 
charges or seek a postponement until Adashek reviews 
the new allegations. 

The earlier Los Angeles County charges involve the 
May 14 shooting death of William Doi, 65, of Monterey 
Park and a sexual assault on his wife, who survived. 

'In a second case, Ramirez was charged with robbing 
Clara Ceclia Hadsall and burglarizing her Monrovia 
home on May 9. 


New Charges 

to Be Filed 


on 


^ By ROBERT W. STEWART, 

|| Times Staff Writer 

f. . Sixty-one new felony charges, 
& including at least 12 murder counts, 
&] are expected to be filed this morn- 
rjj ing against Night Stalker suspect 
Richard Ramirez, The Times 
ja learned Thursday. 

H Los Angeles County Dist. Atty. 
i Ira Reiner is scheduled to an- 
nounce the new charges during a 9 
■a a.m. press conference at the Crimi- 
nai Courts Building downtown. 

The additional counts reportedly 

- involve 18 separate incidents, ac- 

- cording to sources familiar with 
; details of the new criminal com- 
' Plaint. 

Ramirez already faces eight felo- 
, ny charges, including one count of 
■■ murder with special circumstances, 

' involving two early morning at- 

- tacks ;n the San Gabriel Valley last 

May. He is also charged with a 
murder in Ssn Francisco. 

Law enforcement officials have 
• identified the 25-year-old drifter, 
originally from El Paso, as the chief 
suspect in the so-called Night 
I Stalker slayings. 
s Authorities believe a single as¬ 
sailant killed as many as 15 people 
and assaulted nearly two dozen 
others in communities from Mission 
Viejo to San Francisco in attacks 
that could have begun as early as 
last year. 

Could Face Death Penalty 

Ramirez was captured Aug. 31 in 
East Los Angeles by angry resi¬ 
dents who had spotted him as he 
f allegedly tried to steal two autos. 
The capture came about 12 hours 
after Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Sherman Block identified Ramirez 
as the Night Stalker suspect and 
released his photo to newspapers 
and television stations. 

Ramirez, who could face the 
death penalty if convicted, is being 
held without bail in County Jail. 

J. Schuyler Sprowles, Reiner’s 
press secretary, refused to confirm 
the specific number of new charges 
to be announced today. However, - 
he said the number will be “sub¬ 
stantial.” 

Ramirez’s attorney, Deputy 
Public Defender Allen Adashek, 
declined to comment, citing a gag 
order imposed on attorneys in the 
case by Municipal Judge Elva R. 
Soper. The order was issued at 
Adashek’s request. 

Ramirez is due back in Municipal 
Court at 10:30 a.m. today to enter 
pleas to the original charges, which 
were filed Sept. 3. It could not be 
Please see STALKER, Pege 2 

























RAPE: Attack Not Believed 
Linked to ‘Valley Intruder’ 


Continued from Page 1 

are seeking be dubbed the “Valley 
Intruder.” . Others in the media 
searching for an appropriate moni¬ 
ker have labeled the wanted man 
the “Valley Invader," “Walk-in 
Killer” and “Night Stalker.” 

Whatever his label, the assailant 
gains entry through open windows 
and unlocked doors to attack sleep¬ 
ing victims. Nearly all of the 
residences where attacks have oc¬ 
curred were poorly lighted and 
unfenced. 

Investigators from the Sheriff’s 
Department and the Los Angeles, 
Arcadia, Glendale, Monrovia and 
Monterey Park police departments 
are participating in a manhunt that 
»|p|:k described as “far m$s|ff§iij- 

8 -’ than that mounter | pe 
side Strangler murder | e 
1970s. Block said the six’-agen- 
cy task force is “growing every 
day” and probably now numbers 
more than 50 detectives. 

The case thus far has baffled 
investigators, who invariably de¬ 
pend on a killer's modus operan- 
di—a consistent pattern of behav¬ 
ior—to discover clues and make 
arrests. The pattern often involves 
a killer’s preference for a particular 
type of weapon or victim. 

“That’s why this case is so 
mind-boggling,” Block said. 
"There’s no consistency at all.” 

Even in those cases where vic¬ 


tims have been shot, a different 
gun apparently has been used, the 
sheriff noted. 

The essential links between each 
episode have been the assailant’s 
method of entry and the physical 
description offered by survivors 
and witnesses. The intruder has 
been described and depicted in a 
composite drawing as a thin man 
between 6 feet and 6 feet 2 inches 
tall and between 25 and 30 years of 
age. He has discolored front teeth 
that are widely gapped and curly 
brown hair. 

In Sunday’s incident, the elderly 
woman was attacked at about 5.-30 
a.m. in her one-story house. She 
did not get a good look at her 
assailant because he was wearing a 
mask, Block said. However, she 
described the man as considerably 
shorter than the individual wanted 
in the other crimes, he said. 

The woman’s description of his 
height-and the fact that the at¬ 
tacker did not exhibit a weapon, 
wore a mask and did not beat 
her—led investigators to discount 
the possibility that the crime was 
committed by the same person 
being sought by the task form- 
Block said. Wm 









Latest Attack Is 
Not Believed Tied 
to ‘Valley Intruder’ 

By DAVID FREED, Times Staff Writer 

The rape of an 84-year-old San Gabriel 
woman early Sunday may not have been 
the work of a late-night intruder being 
sought by a police task force in a county¬ 
wide series of slayings and assaults, au¬ 
thorities believe. 

Despite initial speculation that the in¬ 
truder had struck again, there were few 
similarities between Sunday’s incident and 
earlier attacks in which people have been 
shot, stabbed, raped and bludgeoned in 
their homes, Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Sherman Block said Monday. 

The elderly woman’s description of her 
assailant, as well as methods the attacker 
used, "lead us to believe that it may not, 
and probably is not, related” to the six or 
more murders and as many as 13 other 
non-fatal assaults linked to one person, the 
sheriff said. 

Many of the incidents—dating back to 
February—have taken place in the San 
Gabriel and San Fernando valleys, leading 
Block to suggest Monday that the man they 
Please see RAPE, Page 3 











Diamond Bar 
Slaying May Be 
Latest in Series 

By DAVID FREED 

and CAROL McGRAW, 

Times Staff Writers 

A Diamond Bar man was shot to 
death and his wife assaulted in 
their bedroom early Thursday, ap¬ 
parently the latest victims in a 
countywide series of slayings that 
have sparked one of the largest law 
enforcement mobilizations since 
the infamous Hillside Strangler 
c.ase in the late 1970s. 

Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Sherman Block said investigators 
from six area police agencies be¬ 
lieve they have linked at least six 
or seven killings since May to the 
same person—a curly haired man 
with discolored teeth who sneaks 
through unlocked windows and 
doors before dawn to attack his 
victims as they sleep. ' • 

Block said the slayings are 
among about 25 random assaults, 
including 12 or 13 killings, that may 
have been committed this year by 
the one man. 

‘A Killer Out There’ 

"There’s definitely a killer out 
there,” Block said at a press con¬ 
ference in his office. "Six or seven 
cases appear to be pretty clearly 
the work of the same individu¬ 
al. .. . Whether we’re talking 
about a serial killer beyond the 
half-dozen or so, we don’t know.” 

The series of slayings, in which 
victims have been shot, stabbed 
and bludgeoned, is being investi¬ 
gated by a task force of about 25 i 
detectives, according to acting Ar¬ 
cadia Police Chief Neal Johnson. 
Arcadia is participating in the ef¬ 
fort, along with the Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment and the Los Angeles, 
Glendale, Monrovia and Monterey 
Park police departments, Block 
said. 

Similar killings have occurred in 
each city in recent months. In some 
cases, houses have been burglar¬ 
ized; in others, women have been 
raped. The attacks apparently have 
been random. 

Each department, Block said, has 
beefed up its street patrols because 
of the killings. 

Please see KILLER, Page 34 
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KILLER: 


Continued from Page i 

Authorities identified the latest 
victims.as Elyas Abowath, 35, who 
was fatally shot, and his wife, 
Sakina, 28, who was beaten. She 
was ' treated at a hospital and 
released. Their two sons, ages 3 
years and 3 months, were not 
' harmed. 

Block said the couple were at¬ 
tacked about 4 a.m. as they slept in 
their house on a cul-de-sac in a 
quiet neighborhood of $150,000 
, homes about 30 miles east of down¬ 
town Los Angeles. Their assailant 
apparently entered through an 
open back or side window. 

Poorly Lighted, Unfenced 

The house, on Pinehill Lane, was 
, poorly lighted and unfenced, Block 
said. The couple had lived there for 
aboutseven years. 

Abowath, who worked in the ' 
computer industry, was shot in the 
head apparently shortly after the 
killet entered the house. His wife 
was then assaulted. The slayer “did 
some ransacking” of the house 
before leaving, Block said. 

Frightened neighbors huddled 
Thursday morning on the sidewalk 
jn front of the house, watching 
coroner’s assistants remove Abow- 
ath’s body and wondering aloud 
why their neighborhood had been 
victimized. 

“I thought we had got away from 


itest Victim 

. ; '!*•• :;i i 

all *&*&,’' a^kii £nte- distraught wo¬ 
man. to the neigh¬ 

borhood only a month ago from the 
San Gabriel Valley, where at least 
four killings are believed to have 
been committed by the same man. 

“I keep thinking that if I hadn’t 
closed the window, it could have 
been us," the woman said. "I guess 
it would be silly to move again. 
There doesn't seem to be any way 
to move away from it.” 

Block said that the first of the 
related homicides may have oc¬ 
curred in the San Gabriel Valley. 
Since then, calls from citizens, to 
the Sheriff’s Department have in¬ 
creased by "200% to 300%,” Block 
said. Heightened awareness among 
residents, as well as additional 
patrols, may explain why later 
killings occurred elsewhere, he 
speculated. 

Northridge Attack 

One non-fatal attack believed to 
be related to the slayings took 
place Tuesday in Northridge, 
where an intruder awakened a 
38-year-old man and his wife and 
shot both of them in the head at 
close range with a small-caliber 
pistol before escaping as the 
wounded man gave chase. 

The couple, Christopher and Vir¬ 
ginia Petersen, gave investigators a 
description of their assailant that 
was similar to those offered by 
other survivors and witnesses. The 


in County wide Series 


attacker, they said, was 25 to 30 
years old, 6 feet tall and 160 pounds 
with curly brown hair. 

Authorities said the killer's front 
teeth are badly stained and have a 
wide gap. The Northridge incident 
was not linked initially to Thurs¬ 
day’s assault in Diamond Bar. But 
when pressed by reporters, Block 
admitted a connection. 

"It appears that the person re¬ 
sponsible for these acts. . .maybe 
the person involved in similar 
incidents,” Block said. “In all of the 
half-dozen of those cases, we have 
seen similarities that lead us to 
believe the same person or persons 
is responsible.” 

Specifics Withheld 

Despite the similarities, police 
are puzzled by some characteris¬ 
tics. 

“Victims run the gamut in age, 
from 16 to upper 60s—women 
living alone, women living togeth¬ 
er, couples,” Block said. “There 
does not seem to be a uniformity of 
any kind in the type of victim.” 

Block would not specify which 
slayings and non-fatal assaults had 
been'linked to one man. To do so, 
he said “would give people a false 
sense of security where there have 
been no attacks and would create 
hysteria in areas where there have 
been murders.” 

However, investigators theorize 
that victims may have included: 


• William Doi, 65, of Monterey 
Park, shot to death and his wife 
assaulted on May 14. 

• Mabel Bell, 84, of Monrovia, 
severely beaten June 2 and who 
later died. Her sister, Florence 
Lang, 81, also was badly beaten but 
survived. 

• Patty Elaine Higgins, 32, found 
dead June 28 irj4jgfii&$:adia home. 
Her throat had i^Sf&fssjshed. 

• Mary CanneiS^fi.Another Ar¬ 
cadia resident, ftSomraead June 2 in 
her home with her throat slashed. 

• Chainarong Khovanath, 32, 

shot to death in his Sun Valley 
home Wiule sieepim; £is wife was 
assaulted awJ.flieir 8-year-old son 
beaten. A-jaarna-'as i«en driving 
away m'armarcto.---<yzfored Pontiac 
Grand prh: jqtirA damaged right 
fender.. ~ - 

Block-38ft! : that h&frd on infor¬ 
mation investigators now have, 
chances are slim of solving the 
killings soon. 

Homeowner With Gun 

“Unless our investigation strikes 
a vein of gold, I would suspect that 
this guy may wind up getting 
caught by a homeowner with a 
gun,” the sheriff said. 

Detectives assigned to the task 
force from various police depart¬ 
ments are not working out of a 
central office, but are exchanging 
information and tips on a regular 
basis, according to officials. 




SLAYINGS 


Continued from Page 1 

bench near Wilcox Elementary 
School while waiting for an older 
sister. The girl told police she was 
carried away in a zippered garment 
bag. She was later sexually assault¬ 
ed and dropped off in the Silver 
Lake area. 

Two weeks later, on March 11, a 
9-year-old Monterey Park boy was 
kidnaped from his home at night by 
a man and sexually assaulted. The 
man then left the child in Elysian 
Park, which is near Silver Lake. 

On March 20, an Eagle Rock girl 
was kidnaped and sexually molest¬ 
ed by a man who had broken into 
'the family home at night, officials 
said. 

“Certain facts that come out of 
these kidnapings and sexual as¬ 
saults of children appear to be part 
of the mode of operation he dis¬ 
played in later assaults and homi¬ 
cides,” said Detective Randy 
Thomas of the Montebello Police 
Department, which is part of a task 
force investigating the slayings and 
assaults. 

Puzzling Factors 

“They are being looked at as part 
of a series of assaults prior to the 
first homicide in Rosemead,” he 
said. 

Another high-ranking police of¬ 
ficer said that although there are 
many similarities between the as¬ 
saults and slayings, it is the dissim¬ 
ilarities that confound investiga¬ 
tors. 

“The strange part is that he 
doesn’t meet any profile we’ve ever 
seen," said the officer, who spoke 
on the condition that he not be 
named. “Guys that have worked 15 
to 20 years investigating homicides 
are pulling their hair out over this. 
They say this is the most perplex¬ 
ing case they’ve ever worked on.” 

Block said the police task force is 
continuing to grow in manpower, 
but he would not elaborate. 

It is known that at least 25 
detectives from seven agencies are 
working together on the case. 
Those agencies include the Sher¬ 
iffs Department and police depart¬ 
ments from Los Angeles, Arcadia, 
Glendale, Monrovia, Montebello 
and Monterey Park. 







Officers Now Believe 
at Least 6 Killings 
Are Linked to 1 Man 

Lfi tmes $7tb*fo 

By DAVID FREED and MARK ARAX, Times Staff Writers 


The March 17 shooting death of a. 
35-year-old woman in her Rose¬ 
mead condominium may have been 
the first in a countywide series of at 
least six slayings linked to a killer 
who enters unlocked homes at 
night to attack his victims as they 
sleep, authorities said Friday. 

Homicide detectives investiga¬ 
ting the unsolved killings believe 
that the slaying of Dayle Okazaki 
and the wounding of her roommate, 
Maria Hernandez, may have start¬ 
ed the series of fatal attacks. 

Los Angeles County sheriffs of¬ 
ficials said Hernandez, 25, escaped 
after being accosted and shot in the 
hand by an intruder as she re¬ 
turned to her home on the night of 
March 17. Deputies responding to 
her call for help found Okazaki’s 
body on the kitchen floor. 

“That was the first (murder) 
case that (detectives) were able to 
link,” Sheriffs Capt. William R. 
Hinkle said Friday. 

Series of Assaults 

Deputies later arrested a Colom¬ 
bian national, Miguel Angel Paez, 
who was released from sheriffs 
custody soon afterward. He was not 
charged and “had an excellent 
alibi,” Hinkle said. 

The man who attacked Okazaki 
and Hernandez mgy be responsible 
for 12 or 13 slayiifgs and more than 
15 other rapes, beatings and kid- 
napings, authorities have said. Of 
the nearly 30 cases, seven, inclur 
ding six homicides, are believed to 
be definitely linked to the same 
man, Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Sherman Block said. 

Block said Friday that investiga¬ 
tors have contacted the FBI in 
Washington to help prepare a psy¬ 
chological profile of the curly 
haired, gapped-tooth man who has 
been identified by survivors and 
witnesses of those seven cases. 


Block noted that detectives this 
week received a “significant num¬ 
ber" of telephone calls from people 
with information relating to the 
investigation after local newspa¬ 
pers published and television sta¬ 
tions broadcast a police-issued 
drawing believed to resemble the 
killer. 

However, Block had little hope 
of immediate progress in the case, 
and was grim when asked if he 
thought that the killer would strike 
again. 

“There’s nothing to think that he 
won’t,” Block said. “His intentions 
are to make it as difficult as 
possible for us.” 

Hinkle said investigators have 
been able to link the Okazaki 
slaying to the fatal begting-June 2 
in Monrovia of Jlabel Bell, 84, and 
to the June 28 siay&g'Jn Arcadia of 
Patty Elaine Higgulf,rjP r JVhose 
throat was slashed, ■' Oft&r TdHings 
linked in the sdries- ineklde the 


slaying to the fatal beating-June 2 
in Monrovia of Jlabel Bell, 84, and 
to the June 28 siay&g'Jn Arcadia of 
Patty Elaine HiggM$-^,-_whose 
throat was slashed.'Oft^rlfllings 
linked in the series-mChide the 
June 2 throat slashing of Mary 
Cannon, 75, also in Arcadia; the 
shooting of. Chainarong Khovan- 
ath, 32, at his home in Sun Valley; 
and Thursday’s shooting of Elyas 
Abowath, 35, in his Diamond Bar 
bedroom. 

Molestation Incidents 

Investigators also believe that 
the non-fatal bludgeoning July 5 of 
a sleeping 16-year-old girl in Sier¬ 
ra Madre is linked to the same 
suspect, Hinkle said. 

Meanwhile, police confirmed 
Friday that of the more than 15 
brutal assaults being investigated, 
at least three include the kidnaping 
and sexual molestation of children. 
The abductions occurred during a 
three-week period beginning in 
February. 

On Feb. 25, a 6-year-old Monte¬ 
bello girl was taken from a bus 

Please see SLAYINGS, Page 3 
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By John Crust 

Herald staff writer 


A police task force is working over the 
weekend following leads in an effort to 
nab the deadly night prowler who has 
been stalking the San Fernando and San 
Gabriel valleys. 

"There’s nothing new,” said sheriff’s 
Sgt. Clinton Dillon. “We’re following up 
on different clues, different phone calls 
where there is something like a descrip¬ 
tion or anything.” 

The vicious killer, who enters dar¬ 
kened homes at night through unlocked 
doors or windows, is suspected of 14 
attacks, including seven murders. Au¬ 
thorities note that the prowler may be 
linked to as many as 30 such incidents. 

Victims have ranged in age from 16 to 
. their 80s. The latest victim was Elyas 
Abowath, 35, of Diamond Bar. He died 
Thursday morning from a gunshot 
wound to the head. Abowath’s wife, 
Sakina, 28, was beaten. 

The sheriff's department and Los 
Angeles, Glendale, Monrovia, Arcadia 
and Monterey Park police are investigat¬ 
ing the attacks. The police hunt is the 
largest local law enforcement investiga¬ 
tion since the Hillside Strangler killings 
in 1977 and 1978, when at least 10 young 
women were kidnapped, raped and 
murdered. 

Meanwhile, police have been bom- 
:...--i®.?ded with telephone calls from fright- 
H (fed residents seeking advice to protect 
©limselves and from others who believe 
jg -'uit-y’ve seen the killer. 

K “We’re getting the type of call: T saw 
H somebody last week looking like him,’ ” 
I said Dillon, adding that he had received 
I 40 telephone calls in a three-hour period. 
D “People are scared,” said a Monterey 


Park police dispatcher. “People want to 
know how they can secure their homes."- 
Concerned residents have been arm¬ 
ing themselves since the string of attacks 
began in February, stretching from 
Northridge, 27 miles northwest of down¬ 
town Los Angeles, to Diamond Bar, about 
30 miles east of downtown. 

“My contacts with people on the street 
show concern is an understatement,” 
said Monterey Park police Sgt. George 
Hicks. “The phone calls have been 
increasing. People want to know every¬ 
thing they can know about how the 
crimes are occurring.” 

Within the past five weeks, attend¬ 
ance at the Santa Anita Firing Range in 
Monrovia has jumped 150 percent. j 
“We’ve noticed the increase in attend- ; 
ance at firearms classes and private | 
classes," said manager Ralph Davis. 
‘Thirty-five percent are females. Before 
it was strictly a male stronghold. 

“People are frightened,” he said 
“They’re coming here because they are 
afraid." 

. Investigators sraJ&i^uspect enters 
the home through ,'Mftjcked window 
or sliding glass dp - immediately 
seeks the sleeping c^S^^ts. The crimes 
have occurred in houses with poor, if 
any, outside lighting. Police believe the 
man prowls neighborhoods looking for 
homes with easy access. 

The suspect believed to be linked to at 
least 14 attacks is described as white, 
possibly Hispanic, age 25 to 30, about 6 
feet tall, with dark, curly hair and 
gapped, very discolored teeth. 

Police said yesterday that Mary Rub- 
enstein, the 32-year-old woman found 
dead in her Canoga Park apartment 
Friday night, is not linked to the series of 
slayings. The woman’s husband, Gary 
Robert Rubenstein, 29, is being sought 
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Composite drawing made of July 
20 Sun Valley suspect resem¬ 
bles suspect in other attacks. 

Task force 
hunts for 
serial killer 

SHOOTING from Pg. 1 

Officials with both the sheriff’s 
and Los Angeles police depart¬ 
ments reported a number of 
leads — none strong — received 
from the public in response to a 
composite drawing of the assail¬ 
ant taken from a witness ac¬ 
count after a recent Sun Valley 
slaying. 

Based on accounts by surviv¬ 
ing victims and witnesses, Block 
described the attacker as a 
young man with dark curly hair • 
and discolored teeth. He has 
eluded capture by striking in di¬ 
verse sections of metropolitan 
Los Angeles, prowling dimly lit 
neighborhoods during pre-dawn 
fcoiars looking for homes with 
open windows and doors. 

He has preyed on sleeping 
women, couples and families, us¬ 
ing a gun, a knife or some blunt 
object to kill or injure his vic¬ 
tims. He has raped some of his 
female victims, usually after kill¬ 
ing their husbands, Block said. 

In the latest incident, the as¬ 
sailant fatally shot the husband, 
then sexually assaulted his wife 
early Thursday morning in their 
Diamond Bar home. The killer 
entered through an open win¬ 
dow, Block said. 

He said the house, in a quiet 
neighborhood, was ransacked, 
indicating valuables probably 
were taken, as was the case in 
some of thfe ifcSe^jh-^ents. 

Durin Attack July 20 

at the Sm '’Safi&r hbiae of Thai 


immigrate®, -Spofet$30,000 in 
jewelry ??ast $aken. 

a mamnn 


The a maroon 

or dark-brtiwn iate-S970s Ponti¬ 
ac Grand Prix with a damaged 
right fender, the only getaway 
car seen in any of the attacks, 
Block said. 












BURGLAR, from Pg. 3 
men and children in the homes 
he has struck, but the children, 
with one exception, were 
unharmed and the men are at¬ 
tacked before the women are as¬ 
saulted. Not all the men or wom¬ 
en have been killed. 

He has shot several of his vic¬ 
tims, another contrast with the 
usual profile of a serial killer. 
Stabbing and strangling are fa¬ 
vored because “these are more 
personal,” said Dr. Park Elliott 
Dietz, a psychiatric consultant to 
the FBI. 

Psychologists said serial 
killers are much harder to ex¬ 
plain than mass murderers — 
like James 0. Huberty at San 
Ysidro — who suddenly snap af¬ 
ter a divorce or loss of a job and 
kill several people in a single in¬ 
stance. 

“There’s a big difference be¬ 
tween having a severe break 
(like Huberty who opened fire in 
a McDonald’s restaurant) and 
serial murderers who are actual¬ 
ly relieving a tension in them¬ 
selves,” said Dr. Richard G. Rap- 



paport, a psychiatrist at 
Northwestern University in Illi¬ 
nois. 

Psychologists, including 
LAPD behavioral sciences offi¬ 
cers, said serial killers are anti¬ 
social and attack women — often 
sexually — for a feeling of power 
and domination. 

Not all- serial killers conform 
to that notion, however. “One 
killed woman, because he 
thought it woe^ .invent natural 
disasters,” saipjSp||farbara Star, 
a professor ofi&S53§work at the 
University of Southern Califor¬ 
nia. 

Some psychologists said they 
believe clues to serial killers’ 
motives are found in their child¬ 
hood memories. 

“One the surface they are 
charming, helpful, almost nice,” 
said Dr. Helen Morrison, a psy¬ 
chiatrist who has done extensive 
interviews with seven serial 
killers. 

“They’re not bizarre. They 
don’t foam at the mouth or have 
weird stares. They’re not crazy 
or delusional. It’s only when you 



regress them (to a more childlike 
psychological stage) that you see 
how chaotic they are inside.” 

Bacfeg^ejind studies have 
found r.at'.y serial killers were 
unwanted children, often 
abused. They often failed in 
school despite superior intelli¬ 
gence and showed early signs of 
violence — including arson, tor¬ 
turing animals and assaulting 
classmates. 

“We actually know very little 
about the Origins of sociopathy,” 
Jack Levin, co-author of “Mass 
Murder: America’s Growing 
Menace,” said in a recent inter¬ 
view. 

"Some psychiatrists think it’s 
early childhood problems like 
abandonment or abuse, others 
think it’s a genetic defect, still 
others think it’s brain damage, 
after birth," he said. 

"But, in fact, the evidence that 
it’s any of these is flimsy. Mil¬ 
lions of people in this country 
have terrible childhood prob¬ 
lems and don’t commit violent 
acts at all.” 




Elderly Woman Raped; May Be 
Victim of Man Sought in Killings 


By T. W. McGARRY, Times Staff Writer 


An 84-year-old San Gabriel 
woman was raped early Sunday by 
an intruder who entered her home 
through an open window, and a 
task force of law enforcement offi¬ 
cers was trying to determine 
whether she is the latest victim of 
an attacker who is suspected in 
several killings. 

The woman was hospitalized in 
good condition, the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department said. 

Officers from six law enforce¬ 
ment agencies have joined to 
search for a suspected killer 
blamed for at least six—and possi¬ 
bly as many as 13—slayings in 
which victims were shot, blud¬ 
geoned or stabbed. Also under 
investigation as possible crimes by 


the same suspect are at least 15 
rapes, beatings and kidnapings in 
the last six months, including three 
cases in which children were ab¬ 
ducted and sexually molested. 

Most of the crimes occurred in 
the San Gabriel Valley. But cases 
under investigation range from 
Diamond Bar, in the eastern part of 
the county—where a man was shot 
to death and his wife assaulted 
Thursday—to Northridge in the 
San Fernando Valley, man 

and wife were awaken&T&st^ues- 
day by an intruder wh .j f$$t& them 
both in the head. Both of the 
Northridge victims escaped with 
minor wounds. 

In both cases last week, the 
Please see RAPE, Page 3 


RAPE: Elderly Woman Attacked 


Continued from Page 1 

victims were attacked by a man 
who entered their bedrooms late at 
night after getting into the house 
through an open door or window, a 
technique common to many of the 
crimes. 

Sheriff’s Department homicide 
detectives were investigating Sun¬ 
day’s rape “to determine if this 
incident is related to the other San 
Gabriel Valley assaults,” a spokes¬ 
man said. Unlike the other 
under investigation, the 84-year- 
old woman’s attacker wore a mask, - 
the spokesman said. 

The woman was not beaten, he 
said. It was not revealed whether 
iltesStacker carried a weapon. 

case has been added to the 
y related crimes being in¬ 
vestigated by a task force that 


includes about 25 detectives from 
the Sheriffs Department and the 
Los Angeles, Arcadia, Glendale, 
Monrovia and Monterey Park po¬ 
lice departments. 

Sheriff Sherman Block told a 
news conference Thursday that 
"there’s definitely a killer out 
there” and that “six or seven cases 
appear to be pretty clearly the 
work of the same individual.” He 
warned against leaving windows or 
doors open or unlocked on warm 
nights. 

Authorities made public a com¬ 
posite drawing of a suspect, assem¬ 
bled from victims’ descriptions, of a 
man 25 to 30 years old, about 6 feet 
tall, weighing about 160 pounds, 
with curly brown hair and teeth 
that are badly stained and have a 
gap in front 
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By JAMES W. SWEENEY 

Daily News Stall Writer 

Typically, they are white 
males with above-average intel¬ 
ligence. They tend to be in their 
30s — older than most criminals. 
Most of their victims are women. 

Beyond that, Los Angeles po¬ 
lice psychologists say character¬ 
izing serial killers — like the Son 
of Sam, the Hillside Strangler or 
the man suspected in an ongoing 
series of burglaries, assaults and 
murders throughout the county 
— is an inexact science. 

"We don’t know what goes on 
in his mind and why he chooses 
the people that he does,” said an 
LAPD psychologist. 

“Everybody wants to know 
what he’s like,” said Dr. John 
Stratton, the Los Angeles sher¬ 
iff’s department psychologist. 
“From past cases we know he 
might be like these other guys. 
Whatever we put together, you 
still have to look at everything 
else at the same time.” 

Experts from local law en¬ 
forcement agencies as well as 
the FBI center on serial killers 
are trying to develop a psycho¬ 
logical profile of a curly haired 
man with discolored teeth who is 
suspected of at least six killings 
and as many as 30 attacks since 
March in the San Fernando and 
San Gabriel valleys, and most re¬ 
cently Diamond Bar. 

With few leads to follow, the 


massive investigative team as¬ 
sembled for the case is hoping 
little clues to the mindset of the 
possible killer will help bring 
about his capture. 

“Each one of them has an indi¬ 
vidual profile just like you or I 
have an individual profile,” said 
a Los Angeles police pscyholo- 
gist. 

For the most part, serial 
killers are not crazy, said James 
A. Fox, a criminologist at 
Northeastern University at Bos¬ 
ton. 

“They can choose not to kill,” 
Fox said. "They want to kill. 
They kill for fun.” 

There have been 120 serial 
killers identified in the United 
States in the last 20 years. In 
1983 alone, the FBI said 27 
killers were responsible for 553 
deaths — an average of 20.5 vic¬ 
tims each. 

Police and sheriff’s psycholo¬ 
gists are reluctant to discuss the 
series of killings they face in Los 
Angeles, but some facts about 
the suspect have been made pub¬ 
lic. 

Victims in serial killings often 
are hitchhikers, prostitutes or 
bar patrons, but authorities said 
they believe the ongoing series 
of attacks is the work of a cat 
burglar who seeks dark homes 
with unlocked doors or windows. 

His targets appear to be prima¬ 
rily women. There have been 
Please see BURGLAR Pg. 6 












Fear creates ftew hot commodity 



S^ jvSSj Welkert / Star-News 

Fred L. Rodela, of Great Guns in Monrovia, with weeilgigthat have become hot items in recent weeks 

Deaths spark jump in lock, gun sales 


By LAURA NICE§§|i§N 
Staff Writer 

indow locks, deadbolts and guns, 
hiding rifles and shotguns, are in 
nand in the San Gabriel Valley since 
news spread that five people had been 
killed and four women attacked in sepa¬ 
rate incidents during the past two 
months. 


“They just want s ow ll Sg to sleep at 
night,” said Walter W^pwipiBwner of the 
Corner Gunsmith in Alhambra. 

The demand for weapons is especially 
strong among single women and the el¬ 
derly, he said. 

The violence during the past two 
months has included the murder of four 
women, three of them elderly, and a man; 


and attacks on four women, three of 
whom are elderly. Most of the women 
lived alone and were attacked during the 
early morning hours, but authorities are 
not convinced that the attacks are relat¬ 
ed. 

Please see FEAR, 
Page A-5 

























Fear: Area deaths spark 
increase in gun sales 


Continued from Page A-l 

Many women are purchas¬ 
ing a .38-caliber handgun for 
their homes and all custom¬ 
ers are being referred to 
local ranges for training, 
said Fred L. Rodela, manag¬ 
er of Great Guns in Monro¬ 
via. 

“It’s got to the point 
they’re buying rifles and 
shotguns just to have some¬ 
thing in the house," Rodela 
said. 

Rodela said he was seeing 
as many as 200 people a 
week right after the murders 
of Patty Elaine Higgins and 
Mary Lousie Cannon in 
Arcadia and the death of 
Mable Bell of Monrovia on 
July 15. 

“I get a numerous amount 
of people ... especially after 
a murder,” he said. 

The state requires the 
store to submit paperwork 
showing who purchased the 
gun and customers must 
show identification before 
the gun leaves the store, 
Rodela said. 

Law enforcemg& Gffu&ti? 
have tried to disHfede psc- 
pie from purchasing g~-«| 


because people ciftenara 
shot accidentally or are dis¬ 
armed themselv^Jjy * ffir- 

Though not all 'nSB&ttgGs 
in the area ars 
increased sales 
of the murders, Wg Hge & 

10 to 15 people a gsa 
paying from $90 to $200 
each to purchase weapons at 
his store. 

“A shotgun is a very good 
home defense weapon,” 
Wayne said. “You don’t have 
to aim it. You just have to 
shoot it.” 


The people who are com¬ 
ing in, Wayne said, “seem to 
have done some homework" 
and are certain of what they 
want. 

People are also certain of 
the need for window locks 
and deadbolts, purchasing 
both in record numbers. 

“We’ve doubled our home 
security business,” said Dan 
Farino, an employee of 
Frank’s Lock and Key in 
Pasadena. 

His business, he said, is 
installing locks in about 15 
homes a week, primarily in 
Arcadia and Pasadena. They 
are also doing a lot of busi¬ 
ness sent as overflow from 
Arcadia Security Service, 
Williams Lock & Safe Co., 
Farino said. 

“We’re putting a lot of 
security deadbolts on,” he 
said. “A lot of it is because 
they heard of the killer going 
around.” 

People are spending an 
average of $100 to secure 
windows and doors, said 
Catherine Senn, an employee 
of Arcadia Security Service. 
“A5&® .msany is getting be- 
tm-m 50 requests a 

_ to replace locks, she 


so replace iocks, sne 

Hs- 1 pssple are spending 

Sr- as lifUsj 's® $1.99 for locks 
,l that sM® foito window tracks 

Rg »e!w in to keep the 

Sk liom moving, said 

in Mon- 


The greatest demand has 
been for window locks, Bjor- 
dahl said. 

But the window locks 
weren’t selling too well 
Thursday, Bjordahl added. 
That was because Ole’s had 
none left in stock. 
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Increase %i home break-ins cited 


By LAURA NICHOLSON 
Staff Writer 

A “substantial” increase in 
the number of home break-ins 
in the San Gabriel Valley has 
prompted Sheriff Sherman 
Block to warn residents to lock 
their doors and windows and 
report any suspicious activity. 

“What has been significant is 
that because of the weather, I 
suppose, there seems to be a 
substantial number of entries 
ihto homes,” the Los Angeles 
County sheriff said Wednesday. 
"The common thing is this easy 
access.” 

Block did not know how much 
of an increase there had been, 
but said that it appeared that 
there were more reports of 
burglaries at homes where win¬ 
dows and doors had been left 
open. 

He urged residents to be espe¬ 
cially alert during late-night and 
early morning .hours. when the 
incidents seem more common. 

The is true 

throughout Lfts Angeles County, 
but that :'ha oniy similarity 
betweeri. bfeak.4ns aid the re¬ 
cent series of iltacks and sexual 
assaults in the San Gabriel Val¬ 
ley, Block said. 


'What has been 
significant is that 
because of the 
weather, I 
suppose, there 
seems to be a 
substantial 
number of entries 
into homes. The 
common thing is 
this easy access. ’ 

— Sheriff Sherman Block 


Since May 14, five people 
have been killed and four others 
seriously injured in a wave of 
violence from Monrovia to 
Monterey Park. 

The latest attack occurred 
July 7, when 60-year-old Joyce 
Nelson was found beaten to 
death in her Monterey Park 
home. On that same day, a 65- 
year-old woman was raped near 
Nelson’s home. 

The incidents took place three 
days after s iS-ysar-old girl was 



beaten in her Sierra Madre 
home. 

The attacks also include the 
beatings of two elderly sisters, 
one of whom later died. They 
were found in their Monrovia 
home Jin#-z 1. Those attacks 
were by the murders of 

The attacks and murders 
could be the work of one person, 
Block said Wednesday. 

He added that the substantial 
increase in break-ins did not 


include a marked increase in 
murders. 

During June and July of this 
year, there have been 48 mur¬ 
ders investigated by sheriff’s 
deputies, compared to 45 re¬ 
ports for the same period last 
year. 

“Tremendous resources are 
being utilized in the San Gabriel 
Valley” to catch the person or 
people responsible for the at¬ 
tacks and murders, Block said, 
but he would not elaborate on 
what resources the department 
was using in its investigation. 

Residents play a key role in 
catching someone, Block said, 
by reporting unusual activity in 
their neighborhoods, jotting 
down descriptions of unknown 
people and recording informa¬ 
tion about suspicious cars. 

Too often, he said, neighbors 
hear things, including gun shots, 
and don’t report their suspi¬ 
cions to police. 

“We’re telling people that 
they know best when something 
is out of place,” Block said. 

Local agencies have not 
shown a marked increase in the 
burglary rates at homes, but 
officials agreed that it is com¬ 
mon for those rates to go up in 
the summer. 
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‘Guardians’ Join 
Fii 


Against 



By SUE AVERY, Times Staff Writer 

An overflow crowd of about 300 
West San Gabriel Valley residents, 
frightened by a recent series of five 
murders and four assaults in their 
communities, turned out this week 
to welcome the Los Angeles-based 
Guardian Angels, who have been 
patrolling the streets of Sierra 
Madre, Arcadia and Monrovia for 
two weeks. 

The Guardian Angels sponsored 
the meeting Monday night at Sierra 
Villa Park in Sierra Madre to 
introduce themselves to the com¬ 
munity and to encourage formation 
of a chapter in the area. 

The meeting had to be moved 
from inside a community building 
to the park to accommodate the 
crowd, which ranged from senior 
citizens to young mothers with 
babies in arms. 

The Guardian Angels have been 
patrolling the three San Gabriel 
Valley cities from 9 p.m. to 3 ajnjy- 
said Scott McKeown, coordinator 
the group in Los Angeles Count; 

He said 16 to 25 members have 
been patrolling the area by foot and 
car. 



red berets and T-s| 

themselves, orgr. 

teer group in IS r 
ways in New YorJ 
of the 59 chapters , 
erally patrol in cr 

The Guardian 
in the Southland i 
are now chapters in South-Central 
Los Angeles, the Westside and 
Hollywood. Members have also 
done limited patrolling in other 
areas confronted by serious crime 
problems. 

Never Controversial 

Lt. Dan Cook, spokesman for the 
the Los Angeles Police Depart¬ 
ment, said the Guardian Angels 
have never been controversial in 
Los Angeles. 

‘‘They had bad publicity in New 
York," he said, “so when they 
/ed here we met with them 
luse the idea was new here. 

have never caused us any 
Diems j ffi&sJfcjw as never their 
intention tcSltJ^ljilante group. 


‘Continual Prescence’ 

"This is the first time we have 
had a continual presence in the San 
Gabriel Valley,” McKeown said. 
“We came here because we re¬ 
ceived calls from frightened resi¬ 
dents asking us to help. And the 
response has been so positive that 
we stayed. 

“Initially police officers were 
skeptical and we didn’t want to 
alarm residents, but the reaction 
among citizens has been over¬ 
whelming. They are scared. We 
have been warmly received and I 
think we have dispelled some 
fears." 

The Guardian Angels, who wear 


_.. as an extension 

of Neighbolft^fWatch and appre¬ 
ciate their work. We have no 
objection to them being here be¬ 
cause we need their help." 

Because the group is known for 
its work in high-crime urban areas, 
McKeown said, the Guardian An¬ 
gels needed to make themselves 
known to middle-class suburban¬ 
ites who think of Guardian Angels 
as young inner-city toughs. 

“We want to answer your ques¬ 
tions about the Angels, because 
you may feel uncomfortable about 
us," he told the receptive crowd. 

McKeown, an articulate, clean- 
cut-looking man, introduced him¬ 
self as a 29-year-old vice preside*’' 
Please see GUARDIANS, Pa*, 







GUARDIANS: Afigels 
Join Crime CafifaSgn 


Continued from Page 1 

of marketing and sales for an 
electronics company. 

“We volunteer our time,” he 
said, “and we all either work or go 
to school.” 

He said the Guardian Angels is a 
nonprofit organization of trained 
volunteers that conducts unarmed 
patrols in high-crime areas. 

The group serves chiefly as a 
visual deterrent, he said, but if 
members witness a serious crime 


hiJli'ljUi'glary rate,” McKeown 
said. “The average age of members 
in that chapter is 58, and instead of 
walking the streets, they patrol by 
car and radio. We want to encour¬ 
age the formation of a similar 
chapter here. 

“Neighborhood Watch doesn’t 
work in some of your areas because 
you can’t see the street from your 
house. 

“So we want to encourage com¬ 
bination watch-patrols. With 


they will make a dtizeriV^ejSt:-.;S^^£jJ 
and detain the suspect 

arrive- 

"We are not vigilantes, 

“We don’t carry 

McKeown said he is intev.;\sM«C 
helping to start a chapter 
Gabriel Valley. And at 
the meeting, at which 
received a standing ovati^-MB^v'AV?^^ 
Guardian Angels were 
residents offering their 
vices and money in helpb^^&t’ir 
up a new chapter. 

“We are participatory citizen- crimina 
ship,” McKeown said. “We no Ion- membei 
ger can leave the burden of safety " We 1 
to law enforcement authorities. years a, 
"It's time citizens take responsi - gangs,” 
bility for themselves because the tive me 
police can’t handle the whole crime training 
situation.” cuffing, 

Although McKeown said his outproc 
group has been well received by Earlie 
the police, only one police chief in partmen 
the area. Bill Tubbs of Monrovia, hold a t< 
was willing to comment on its p.m. at 
presence in the area. School, 

“We have no objection or ill safety ti 
feeling toward them as long as they informal 
conduct themselves in a lawful thathav 
manner,” he said. “I do feel they City Coi 
possibly have raised the level of reward 
fear in the community beyond the arre 
what it might ordinarily be, but I murdere 
have to assume their motivation is 32, who 
valid—that they are trying to do a Mary C? 

service to the community.” July%i 

Sierra Madre Police Chief Bill wer&Ma 
Betts said, “No comment," when attacked 
asked about the presence of Guard- morning 
ian Angels in his city. And Neal The S 
Johnson, acting chief of the Area- ing a lir 
dia Police Department, said, "Since murders 
I’ve had no contact with these local pol: 
people I have no comment.” There 

McKeown said that although the and two 
main focus of the Guardian Angels one mui 
program is foot patrol by younger Monrovi; 
people, the group has other divi- Madre, a 
sions, including one that works The M 
with senior citizens. Another divi- partmeni 
sion handles car patrols by older __July 111 
members. on Tinas 

“We have a chapter in North asset! 


it-jM&fjrfd.ythe word spreads 
won’t hit the 


Dallas located in a nice area with * &jght@ned 


.^V^w^O^^^dience indicated 
group, residents 
about the 
seeking as- 
members are 

question about 
membership in 
: V®S"^5rO^«^^>wn said that a 
is required to 
1 J'i && at ra&f ■Mr ee references. A 
criminal record could preclude 
membership in the group, he said. 

“We have members who several 
years ago have been involved in 
gangs,” he said. “But our prospec¬ 
tive members go through rigorous 
training in martial arts and hand¬ 
cuffing, so this is .a good weeding- 
out process.” 

Earlier, the Arcadia P<§s8ji||S|j- 
partment announced tha£;?>:^iil 
hold a town meeting Aug. : .> 
p.m. at 1st Avenue Junior' High 
School, 301 S. 1st Ave., to offer 
safety tips to residents and provide 
information on the two murders 
that have occurred in that city. The 
City Council has offered a $5,000 
reward for information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of the 
murderers of Patty Elaine Higgins, 
32, who was killed June 28, and 
Mary Sashon, 75, who was killed 
July'2. Esth women, whose throats 
were 3*a?ifeed, lived alone and were 
attacked in their homes early in the 
morning. 

The Sheriff’s Department, seek¬ 
ing a link among those and other 
murders and attacks, is assisting 
local police in the investigation. 

There have been two murders 
and two rapes in Monterey Park, 
one murder and one assault in 
Monrovia and one assault in Sierra 
Madre, all in the victims’ homes. 

The Monterey Park Police De¬ 
partment held a public meeting 
July 11 to discuss the situation, and 
on f.;^®«53dena held a public 
! 2 ®setingTOf^^| safety tips to 
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Guardian Angels from their beginnings in New York | 
City 6’/i years ago when Curtis Sliwa first found it i 
necessary to patrol around his McDonald stand in^ 
the S. Bronx area of New York City. There are now , 


Residents welcome ‘Angels’ 

; Stress non-violent support for police , 


The Guardian Angels have called a meeting 
for Thursday, August 1 at 7 p.nu, 332 N. Magnolia, 
Monrovia (the corner of Hillcrest and Magnolia). 

The purpose of the meeting is “for people who 
want to learn how to conduct unarmed street patrols 
to guard against criminal assaults on innocent 
people or property." All San Gabriel Valley resi¬ 
dents who are interested in such self-protection are 
invited to attend. 

The communities of Sierra Madre, Pasadena, 
Arcadia and Monrovia registered a resounding ap¬ 
proval of the presence of the Guardian Angels 
Monday evening when a huge crowd settled in at 
Sierra Madre Recreation Center to hear what these 
people in their red berets had to say. 

The overflow crowd was so large that the group 
was moved to the patio where there was more 
standing room. And they were all ages, from high 
school students through the elderly who were sup¬ 
ported by canes. They were there because of their 
concern for safety and they wanted to know what 
the Guardian Angels were all about. 

As a follow-up Tuesday morning. The News in¬ 
terviewed Danny Lewis, who heads the Westside 
contingent of the Guardian Angels, and he stated, 
“I thought it was incredible that so many showed 
their concern and actually arc interested in doing 
something. I am sifting through the many or¬ 
ganization sheets we handed out and find interests 
in helping the elderly and handicapped, street 
patrols, auto patrols, CB auto patrols, and many 
who wish to contribute their skills such as sec¬ 
retarial work offering their computers, offering their 
backyards for training. Within the week we will have 
set up a special meeting for safety patrols and will 
try to recruit classes in self defense and the mar¬ 
tial arts. We are also looking into CPR classes. 
There will be other follow-up meetings as soon as 
they are organized." 

When asked if the huge crowd of over 300 
indicated that a San Gabriel Valley contingent would 
be organized in this area, he answered affirmatively. 
"There is no question that we will have a chapter 
here. And as soon as we get this area organized 
so you can handle your patrols alone, we will go to 
the San Fernando Valley. 

At Monday’s meeting, Scott McKeown, Los 
Angeles County coordinator, said, referring to the 
recent rash of beatings and burglaries of area wom¬ 
en, “It’s too bad tragedy has to bring a com¬ 
munity together.” He explained the origin of the 


59 chapters in the country both in urban and rural 
areas. ' 

McKeown explained the need for the meeting: 
“To make ourselves available to the community, 
to answer questions, to encourage citizens to start J 
patrols and Neighborhood Watch programs, and ., 
possibly to start a chapter in the San Gabriel 
Valley." 

He continued, "We came here last Thursday j] 
because we had calls from the communities and 
about 20 of us have been patrolling every night 
in Arcadia, Sierra Madre and Monrovia. Wc 
believe in participatory citizenship — you can’t 
leave the burden of safety on the authorities. There 
has been a very incredible jump in crime and the 
time has come for the citizens to take respon¬ 
sibility and not our overworked police depart¬ 
ments." 

He stressed that the Guardian Angels are not 
police officers. They attempt to add extra visual) 
deterrence, he said. 

"We are not vigillantes. We do not carry 
weapons. We use our eyes and our cars and our 
red berets. Wc are in concert with law enforce-, 
We don’t have an image of tough guys 


Down in Arizona, senior citizens patrol with cars 
and radios. In Texas there is a chapter in which! 
the average age is 58 years. There arc four in their}, 
late 70s,” McKeown told the group. 

Danny Lewis said, "The only permanent solu¬ 
tion to street, crime is to develop a program in 
volving residents. Are you concerned about crime? 
We need to go beyond the ‘I’ and ‘me’ and look 
at awareness on the community level. The primary 
focus should be on safety patrols to guard against 
criminal assaults ... All people who become Guard¬ 
ian Angels protect all citizens regardless of race, 
creed and background ... We need to stop{ 
talking about what’s wrong and do something . 

The presence of patrolling groups in a neighborhood! 
does deter crime. It works." 

He explained what it takes to get a chapter 
going: willingness to donate time and money, 
headquarter space, support service such as answer¬ 
ing service, printing, typesetting, communication 


OVERFLOW CROWD WELCOMES GUARDIAN ANGELS TO AREA — The crowd to hoar the 
Guardian Angels In Sierra Madre Monday evening was so huge that the audience had to 
move out on the patio where there was more standing room. Here Scott McKeown and Danny 
Lewis of the civilian anti-crime patrol group discuss how the foothill communities can band 
together for safety. 
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Guardian Angels 

Continued from page 3 

equipment, secretarial skills, assistance in fund¬ 
raising. 


Anyone who becom^jjJ^^^tefeAngel must 
give three references whii^^K^ checked, 

and then he or she rec®^fei^^^wl'i Ultimately, 
the person is given the from the 

New York office. i ' ' i,i i 

The Guardian Angels in Sierra Madre Monday 
evening were dressed in various ways, some native 
to the tastes of the San Gabriel Valley and others 
very different. There were girls with scarves around 
their heads, men with earrings, men with dress ties 
and shirts under their traditional T-shirts. And all 
came here for one reason: to volunteer their time 
patrolling streets against intruders. 

They stressed one thing: Guardian Angels are 
only one answer. Join Neighborhood Watch pro¬ 
grams and form police auxiliaries. 

Anyone who would like to reach the Guard¬ 
ian Angels may contact them at 2554 Lincoln 
Blvd., #647, Venice, CA 90291. Their phone number 
~ is (2131 399-2473. 
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Residents learn to fight crime 


By LAURA NICHOLSON 
Staff Writer 

About 50 Pasadena residents 
and a handful of people from 
Altadena, Sierra Madre and 
Monrovia attended a crime 
prevention meeting Tuesday 
that focused on how to avoid 
becoming a victim of nighttime 
burglars. 

They were gathered at Lake 
Avenue Congregational Church 
because they had heard there 
had been a series of murders 
and attacks in the San Gabriel 
Valley. 

“Pasadena has not been vic¬ 
timized by the series of crimes 
that has occurred, but we have 
been victimized by the fear (that 
it could happen,) ” said Pasa¬ 
dena Mayor William Bogaard. 

But, “if there is any good 


about the unpleasant series of 
crimes,” Bogaard said, it is that 
people have become aware of 
their individual responsibility to 
provide security in their homes. 

The crime prevention unit of 
the Pasadena Police Depart¬ 
ment, at (818) 405-4550, pro¬ 
vides literature, home security 

8 s and conducts security 
ngs for the public, said 
i Prevention Specialist 
e Nanning. 

Nanning shared several tips 
about locks with the group, in¬ 
cluding a suggestion that lou¬ 
vered windows be glued into 
their, tracks because they are so 
easy to remove. He also suggest¬ 
ed drilling holes in window 
frames to insert bolts that pro¬ 
vide added security for doors 
and windows. 


The recent attacks included 
an assault on a 16- year-old girl 
in Sierra Madre; the murder of 
a 60-year- old woman in Monte¬ 
rey Park; the. bludgeoning of 
two elderly sisters, one of whom 
died six weeks later, in Monro¬ 
via; and the murders of two 


women in Arcadia. 

Many in the audience did not 
know until Tuesday that they do 
not need to hang up the phone 
after calling police for them to 
send someone to help. If a per¬ 
son dials 911, it is OK to stay on 
the phone line because help is 
on the way. 





Events «« 

Feature Film: "The Cat 
Space", today at the following i 
Linda Vista Branch, 10:30 a.m., San 
Ratael Branch, 1:30 p.m., Central Chil 
dren's Room, 3:45 p.m., Hastings 
Branch, 7 p.m. 

Creepy Crawlers: Thursday, La Pinto- 
resca Branch Library, 1355 N. Raymond, 
Pasadena. For more information call 
(818)797-1873. ___ 


— 




Open House: The Alhambra Human 
Services Department is sponsoring an 
Open House Thursday to allow residents 
to view the plans on the $400,000 project 
to renovate Granada Park. In the Grana 
da Park Gym, 6-8 p.m. For information 
call (818) 570-5012. 

Tra”eir'p'>e: £laiae-Kelly will present, 
tonigHomes of Eng¬ 
land saj£g& gBSfc s£lbe San Gabriel 
Librarft*StS£SJS»^SS£8an Gabriel. For 


1_ 5. U W 









Update on area bludgeonings 

Psychiatrist comments on suspect types 


mmm? ii 


mmm 


Deputy Lynda R. Edmonds of the Los An¬ 
geles County Sheriff’s Dept, told The News Tuesday 
that Mabel Bell of Monrovia died Monday as a 
result of injuries sustained in an attack on her 
and Florence Lang in their home at 443 N. Alta 
Vista Ave. Both women are in their 80s. Mrs. 
Lang is still alive at Methodist Hospital in Arcadia. 

They were found June 1 about 11:30 a.m. 
after having been bludgeoned sometim 
two previous days. 

Edmonds says there is no inform 
whether the women were sexually assaul 

There is also no additional inform 
the recent murder-bludgeonings within 
months. Edmonds says the Sheriff’s Dept, is releas¬ 
ing no information about whether the assaults and 
murders in the San Gabriel Valley within the past 
two months are related or have been committed 
by a suspect or suspects. 

The composite shown nearby comes from the 
Monterey Park Police Dept, and has not been 
released by the Sheriff’s Dept. 

Edmonds says her department is checking 
leads and coordmating various investigations with 

involved which in- 
Sierra Madre and Mon- 

•Tiic’fal&tpf tjMteufiings and mui'. 

R^OEi^||*lwomen descri^^^jve. 

'i^wiwMj^ sacked ^ ut there is n ° 

’ ’ ’ " or not there had been 


Sierra Madre in the 1100 block of Arno when a 
16-year-old female was severely assaulted and was 
found at 5:45 a.m. She is in an undisclosed hos¬ 
pital. There is no information about whether she 
was sexually assaulted. At this time, property loss 
is unknown. 

The following day, July 7, Joyce Lucille Nel¬ 
son was found dead of multiple injuries to her 
head and neck in her 348 E. Arlight home in 
Monterey Park. She was apparently killed by a 
burglar in the early morning hours and the home 
?had been ransacked. There is no evidence of sexual 
assault. 

Sometime between 2 and 5:30 a.m. the same 
day, July 7, a 65-year-old woman was raped in her 
home about '/4-mile away from Nelson’s home. 
She survived. 

Edmonds says there are increased police pat¬ 
rols in all arep^uj^^MjftMonterey Park, Sierra 
Madre and Al^^pf^ 

As of T;prssstime, no one is in 
custody and tlnStc. have, been no other incidents. 

..j ■ 
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^sl*|«i^«kwas found murdered in 

, is b ™ 
..'^formation concerning whether there was a bur¬ 
glary or if she was sexually abused. 

Chronologically, the next murder took place at 
310 E. Haven in Arcadia when Mary Cannon was 
found at 9:30 a.m. July 2. She died of bludgeon¬ 
ing injuries to her upper body and her throat was 
cut. There is no information about whether she was 
I sexually abused. There had been a burglary and 
I the home was ransacked. 

I The next case was a bludgeoning July 6 in 


LM: 


WMf & 




Composite courtesy of Monterey Park P.D. 





No news on suspects 

According to Los Angeles sheriff’s de¬ 
puties, the investigation for the suspect or 
suspects who have been bludgeoning women 
in the upper San Gabriel Valley is continuing. 

A suspect, Miguel Paez, was arrested and 
held for a short time and released. Authorities 
found no way of connecting him to any 
.~"the deaths. 

The News will continue to report informa- 
n as it is available. 


Council deluged 
by citizens queries 
regarding ‘Angels’ ^ r a 

More time was taken during the community ( 
communications discussion before the Sierra Madre '' \ 
City Council meeting than during the rest of the regular 
meeting when residents appeared in opposition to 
the Guardian Angeles patrolling the foothill areas. 

Elaine Rudolph said, “I’d prefer our Neigh¬ 
borhood Watch ... I get call after call about 
I ‘savior of our city.’ These people have to be screened 
. . . They’re a fine group on the West side but 
let them stay on their side. I’m concerned whether 
this is for Sierra Madre ... I’d feel better if it 
were our people.” 

Margaret Buckner pointed a finger at the media 
for covering the recent crime wave and called the 

E uardian Angeles “vigilantes.” She continued, “I 
Iked |p|||||j5heriff’s office. They (the Guardian 
ngelej^ |p|| not accomplished anything in our 
mmu^» last night’s meeting I saw some real 
aracters . . . It’s a great name, ‘Guardian Angel’, 

Please turn to Page 8 




Council deluged 


Continued from Page 1 

but are they truly Guardian Angels? They are not 
only recruiting but also recruiting money. I’m 
wondering if these same people (who give money 
to the Angels) would vote for a tax increase to 
give the police pay raises. Anyone can put on a red 
beret or a white T-shirt. I can’t believe we’re safe 
from someone imitating the Guardian Angels . . . , 
Unfortunately we have a slight panic in our town. 
Please see what you can- do to get rid of the 
Guardian Angels.” 

Mark Burns of Pasadena, a former resident of 
Sierra Madre, voiced concern over the “well-being 
of the kids physically and emotionally. Men and 
women 16 and older are eligible to apply. They 
may be immature or unskilled . . . It’s the job 
of citizens to look out for dangerous offenders. 
We give our authority to the police force who have 
the equipment to handle dangerous situations. Kids 
are incompetent to handle situations.” 

Mary Stetson asked if the city has insurance 
to cover any incidents that'might take place con¬ 
cerning the Guardian Angels. 

•Scott McKeown, Los Angeles County coordina¬ 
tor for the Guardian Angels, appeared while the 
council was out for a personnel meeting and later 
answered questions fr.om council members such as 

Please turn to Page 9 
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they expect to be in Sierra Madre. 


•{US/tWlY/Tr ^ ^ oicua maun:. 

.■WwS ed that they wish “ t0 Set local residents 
' involved then we move out.” He exninineH th*. 


' involved' then we move out.” He explained that 
he was at work Tuesday evening and could not get 
up here earlier. 

He said, “You don’t need traditional patrols 
here. Our intention is not coming in as outsiders. 
We are here to address the crisis that has lasted 
for two months. There is fear going through the 
community, not just in Sierra Madre. We are out 
here to address that.” 

Are they a tax exempt corporation? Yes, they 
have a tax number, and money gifts are tax de¬ 
ductible. 

What do they intend to do in Sierra Madre? 
They plan to start a San Gabriel Valley Group which 
will serve any community in that particular area 
if needed. “A regular patrol would not be of much 
value in Sierra Madre.” 

How long is the training period? Three weeks 
o three months. ‘ The training is difficult with 
nartial arts for their own protection since they 
arry no weapons, special training with a retired 
>oliceman, CPR, First Aid. And each person must 
ave a community project to complete. 

How are they dealing with the problems here? 
y walking the streets, being a visual deterrent to 
'ho’s doing the crimes. 

McKeown said the response had been “quite 
ood. People are thanking us. Seniors are staying 
0 all night. They are greatly relieved to see us.” 
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Night Stalker attack 
in Santa Monica? 


Temple City serenity 
shattered by killings 


L.A. 

County 


Woman assaulted, slain in apartment 


John Crust “I came down this morning"' 

said a 34-year-old woman who lives 
- in a neighboring apartment build¬ 
ing. "I saw the yellow tape and the 
Concerned Santa Monica resi- police. It was quite a shock. She was 


night and go to bed afraid. wanting to organize their blocks-— y«e^S-l—- 

• "Before this happened. I felt Nina Carlisle of San Gabriel and -I 

gutsy being alone.” said Walker, 41. her neighbors plan to meet lomor- ____-»- 

ft ] thought I could do everything row night to unite in the wake of- lc£iS- 

alone. I'm an independent woman, the ongoing attacks. ----1 

; "It makes you angry something •'! don't like living in fear and 1 

is out there affecting you in this that's what I’ve been doing.” Car- f . b l- 

way." lisle said. 'To all of a sudden be « •— l 

Residents in the towns near here threatened by this has created a lot { It 

tend to blend together. An Arcadia 0 f tension." = 

resident may work in El Monte, eat At least 14 of the recent attacks, ___ 

•lunch in Rosemead and see a movie including seven murders, have "“ . / 

in San Gabriel. So an attack in the been linked to the Night Stalker, Rosemead / 

•area, regardless of the city, strikes who enters darkened houses -- 

•at everyone. through unlocked doors or win- 

At the Santa Anita Shooting dows and heads straight for the Map above shows Temple City 

Range in Monrovia, attendance is occupants. Victims have been shot boundaries and main streets. At right, 
up since the attacks started, accord- t 0 death, knifed and bludgeoned, the city's location in San Gabriel Vajley 
'ing to owners. Virginia Holdinski of Some of the women have been and surrounding communities. 

Duarte began target practice after raped. 

the Night Stalker killed someone The attacks have led to the crime has made its way to Temple 
three blocks from her sister’s Area- largest local law enforcement inves- City in a big way. he calls the spate 
dia home. tigation since the Hillside Strangler of attacks “an exception." 

"1 think it's unreal this person slayings in 1977 and 1978. More than "Every town has something like 
has a right to violate my feelings 50 detectives from six agencies are this once in a blue moon." he said, 
and my privacy," she said. ‘That working on the case. "It’s too bad, but it's the day and 

animal kills people. 1 wish all the Hardware stores here report age." 

women could take this training." marked increases in sales as resi- In recent weeks, authorities 
In Temple City — which has not dents rush to secure their homes, have received hundreds of tips 


dents were calling police yesterday a very nice woman." 
after a woman in the seaside city The neighbor, afraid to give her 
was sexually assaulted and killed in name, said residents fear the killer 
an attack strongly resembling the COU |d be the Night Stalker, She said 
seven recent slayings linked to the residents are now bolting windows 
Night Stalker. and doors, adding that many people 

o “People have called." said Santa until now believed such fears could 
s Monica police dispatcher Debbie be confined to the valleys. 

1 Tenney. "They're scared. They're “it hit a little close to home," she 
12 concerned it happened in the area, said 
They feel it could be the Night “Anyone would be scared," said 
Stalker in the valley. We’ve been Tenney. "Everyone wanted to know 
telling them the evidence hasn’t if this- was linked to all those 
been processed and he's not linked killings in the valley. It happened in 
at this time." Santa Monica, right away they 

The Night Stalker, who gains think it's him." 
entry through an unlocked window The neighbor, who would not 
or door late at night, has been identify the victim, said the 
linked to at least seven killings and woman's teen-age son yesterday 
up to 30 attacks primarily in the returned from a six-week vacation 
San Fernando and San Gabriel j n New Zeafand where he was 
valleys. A multi-police department visiting relatives, 
task force — the largest since the “He saved up his money and she 
Hillside Strangler killings in 1977 helped him." the neighbor said. 
e and 1978 — has been investigating -she was going to pick him up 
s the wave of attacks. (yesterday from the airport)." j 

sveu ure suapwi. iucmu Yesterday's assailant entered the Brucker said a woman who wa/ 

described as Anglo or Hispanic, age adequate locks, a pit bull and a .357 woman's apartment in the early t0 go on an errand with the victim 
25 to 30. about 6 feet tall with curly Magnum. But their fears don't go morning hours through a aiding telephoned authorities when she 
hair and discolored, gapped teeth, away completely. glass door on a balcony overlooking could not reach the victim shortly 

“We re having an overreaction “It's scary." said Renee. “Our the 1400 block of 14th Street. Santa after 9 a.m. 
of calls which is good," Sgt. Gomez daughter Donna, who's 11. said she Monica police Sgt Bill Brucker did Homicide detectives have mfor- 
said. “There’s just much more wants to move to some place that's not know how the woman was nation tin the Night Stalker from 
awareness of any stranger or any not so scary. I told her there is no killed or whether the door was the task force investigating the 
strange vehicles in a neighborhood, place like that any more We just unlocked. wave of attacks. 

"There's a general concern and say our prayers and hope they get The woman, believed to be in We are aware of the incident, 
rightfully there should be" he said, him." her 50s. was at home alone. Her said sheriffs Deputy Jerome Beck. 

"I don't think it's paranoia and 1 Herald stall writer Timothy Carl- name was not released because her but said the task force has not been 
don't think it's panic.” son contributed to this article. family had not been notified. asked to help in the investigation. 
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Temple City shaken by Night Stalker 


Brutal attacks 
shatter peace 
of community 


By Mark S. Warnlck 

Herald staff writer _ 

With its grassy back yards, quiet tree- 
lined streets and absence of parking 
meters, Temple City could pose for a 
picture of America in the '50s. 

But it feels like America in the '80s. 

. For many of Temple City's 30,000 
residents and others in the San Gabriel 
Valley, the past few months have offered 
a shocking reminder that brutal, senseless 
crime doesn’t ignore idyllic suburban 
cities like theirs. 

A wave of approximately 30 violent 
attacks — nearly half of them already 
linked to the so-called Night Stalker -- 
has disrupted their lives. Residents tell 
authorities they won't go out at night. In 
some homes, children sleep in their 
parents' bedroom. On hot, humid even¬ 
ings, windows are shut and 'locked as 
homeowners forgo comfort for safety. 

"These are residential, bedroom-type 
communities," said Sgt. Frank Gomez of 
the sheriff's department's Temple City 
station. “This is disruptive, to say the 
least.” 

Because of the Night Stalker’s meth¬ 
ods, authorities have instructed residents 
to lock all doors and windows at night and 
install adequate outside lighting. In some 
places, such advice would be redundant. 
In Temple City, many people never 
worried about those things. 


Chapter, a i7. U "i didn’t 'eveMtee? scared! LA " County sh€riff s Deputy Bil1 phelton P a,rols ' ale at light in Temple City, where attacks by the Night Stalker have caused rising fear in community. 


Temple City is like the safest place on 
Earth. Not any more, obviously." 

Chapter, whose parents are contem¬ 
plating buying a gun as the search Tor the 
Night Stalker continues, last week at¬ 
tended a class on how to use Mace. At her 
home, the doors are locked with a dead¬ 
bolt for the first time,-even during the 
day. 

"It’s scary," she said. "I don’t ebgn want 
to be anywhere alone. 

Such thoughts ere unusual in this 
town, 13 miles northeast of Los Angeles. 
Since its incorporation in 1960, Temple 
City has been known as a quiet, peaceful 
community, a Norman Rockwell painting 
come to life. 

From the start, according to Mayor Bill 
Dennis, the city’s philosophy has been to 
maintain a family oriented residential 
community. 

Change is slow and subtle and likely 
won’t ever be significant. The town covers 
less than 4 square miles, has little vacant 
land and no room for more industrial 
growth. 

'Temple City is a bedroom community, 
very family oriented and youth-oriented,” 
said Dennis, a lifelong resident. "We have 
a relatively low crime rate. 

"When something like this does hap¬ 
pen, it’s probably more evident than in 
many cities that take something like this 
as a more common fact,” he said. 

The series of violent murders and 
assaults in the San Gabriel and San 
Fernando valleys has prompted many 
residents to purchase guns and home- 
security systems, register for pistol-train¬ 
ing classes and, in many cases, live in a 
state of perpetual fear. 

T never before kept lights on while I 
slept," said Tracy Tschanz, 25, explaining 
that she’s more afraid than ever. "But you 
start to freak yourself out. You believe 
you’re hearing noises." 

Anger over the attacks stems not only 
from obvious disgust with the killings but 
also strong resentment over the extent to 
which previously serene lives have been 
altered. 

“I hate him for creating this fear in 
me,” said Tscbanz. 

Many people, like Adele Walker of 
Tempte/A-13, Col. 1 


New Guardian Angels chapter formed 
by valley residents begins night patrols 


By John Crust 

Herald staff writer _ 

Robert Kirkpatrick and Tim Stegeman 
flashed white beams of light into the early 
morning darkness as Jim Sherwood drove 
at a snail’s pace down a quiet San Gabriel 
Valley residential street. 

It was shortly after 2 a.m. Thursday 
and the three valley residents were 
patrolling neighborhoods, knowing that 
the so-called Night Stalker could be 
lurking in the shadows. 

"Slow down,”- said Kirkpatrick. "Back 
up. 1 saw something on the steps." 

Kirkpatrick shined his flashlight up 
the stairs on the side of a building. 

“A plant,” said the 16-year-old Mon¬ 
rovia youth. 

At another location, the three spotted 
someone in a dark car. 

'Two people making out," said Kirkpa¬ 
trick. 

It was pretty quiet, but they were alert 
— for suspicious individuals sitting in 
dark cars or wandering around homes. 

The trio are among more than 40 
residents who have formed a Guardian 
Angels chapter since seven murders and 
up to 30 attacks in the San Fernando and 
San Gabriel valleys have been linked to 
the Night Stalker. 

"I have to be at work at 8 in the 
morning, but this is something I want to 
do," said Sherwood, 25, of Arcadia. "It’s 
real upsetting. People are really spooked. 
I'm spooked. He's come through an 
unlocked door or window. The first thing 
he does is pop the mate and rapes and 
brutalizes the woman. People are pretty 
paranoid. They don’t know what to 
think." 

House after house had front porch or 
back porch lights shining, as if residences 
were expecting visitors in the early 
morning hours. The lights were on to . 


deter the Night Stalker, who has entered 
homes with poor, if any, outdoor lighting. 

"Normally, you don’t see this many 
lights," Sherwood said. 

The Hollywood and West Side chapters 
of the Guardian Angels began patrolling 
the San Gabriel Valley on July 11 after 
receiving phone calls from frightened 
residents. 

"People called us in New York, asking 
for we or my "wife, Lisa," said Curtis 
Sliwa, who founded the Guardian Angels 
in 1979. “They were crying. I had to calm 
them down. They’re in mortal fear for 
their lives.” 

Kristina Betrus is one such resident 
fearing for her life. 

“I jump at every little sound,” said the 
26-year-old Altadena resident, who steeps 
with a 12-inch butcher knife by her bed. 
“If I hear a noise I grab the knife. 

"I’ve been staying at my fiance’s house 
or I have friends sleep over. I’m writing 
down on my calendar every night where 
I’m staying. I'm booked up to the 25th. I’m 
just not going to rest till they find this 
guy" 

Betrus’ fears grew a week ago when a 
man was peering into her house. 

"It was about 11:30 at night,” she said. 
”1 was lying on the couch watching TV. 1 
felt somebody watching me. I looked to 
my left. I saw this man looking in the 
room. He was less than a foot from the 
window. I saw his dark hair. He had real 
big eyes and dark skin. Every hair on my 
body stood up.” 

The woman rolled onto the floor, 
turned off the TV and crawled to a 
telephone to call police. She then went to 
another window and peered out at the tail 
man, walking down her driveway. 

"He was wandering," Betrus said. ”1 
saw him look around. He didn’t run. He 
was walking very slowly.” 

Police and a helicopter unit promptly 
arrived. They didn't find anyone. 


The Guardian Angels have been watch¬ 
ing out for such suspicious individuals 
three nights a week, with plans to patrol 
every night after the San Gabriel chapter 
completes training that normally takes 
two months. 

“We’re staying out till 6 in the morning 
(on some nights),’’ said Scott McKeown, 
the Los Angeles County coordinator of 
the Guardian Angels. “The whole commu¬ 
nity is terrorized. Normally you don't 
have a crisis situation when you're 
training. We’re trying to speed it up.” 

The volunteers forming the San Ga¬ 
briel chapter — ranging in ages from 16 to 
50 — began physical training and foot and 
vehicle patrols after 350 residents at¬ 
tended a Guardian Angels meeting in 
Sierra Madre on July 22. 

“People came to us on the streets: ’Hey, 
how do you join?’" said McKeown. ’The 
West Side and Hollywood chapters 
couldn't go out there continuously. It was 
a far drive. We were slacking off on other 
patrols. Once we saw there was such a 
good response, we tried to organize a 
chapter." 

And local police departments welcome 
the additional eyes and ears in the 
community. 

“The more eyes out there the better,” 
said Monrovia police Capt. Gary Gunther. 

“We’ve had no problem with them," 
said Arcadia acting Police Chief Neal 
Johnson. "We asked them not to go on 
private property late at night. People are 
scared. We’d get more phone calls. How 
effective they arc we don't know.” 

"We’re trying to make our presence 
felt and hope he (the Night Stalker) thinks 
there's too many people here. I’m not 
going to do anything," Sherwood said. 

For Betrus, the patrols make her feel a 
little safer. 

"It’s great,” she said. "But I wish they’d 
catch the jerk.” 






_ Cos AnflC-.es Suttee 

WomanRaped, Slain 
in Apartment; No 
‘Intruder’ Link Seen 

A Santa Monica woman was 
raped and murdered in her apart¬ 
ment Saturday morning by an 
intruder who entered through a 
sliding glass door. But police said 
the case does not appear to be 
linked to the so-called Valley In¬ 
truder slayings. 

"The method of entry was super¬ 
ficially similar,” said Santa Monica 
Police night watch commander Sgt. 
bill Brucker. “But subsequent in¬ 
vestigation made it evident that 
this case is not related to the ones 
in the San Fernando and San 
Gabriel valleys.” 

.Investigators said the body of the 
victim, who was in her 50s, was 
discovered by paramedics who 
came to an apartment complex in 
the 1400 block of 14th Street in 
response to a neighbor’s call. The 
neighbor said she had become 
concerned when the woman, who 
lived alone, did not respond to 
repeated ringing of her doorbell. 

Brucker said other details of the 
case are still under investigation. 
The victim’s identity is being with¬ 
held pending notification of her- 
family. 
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Killer of Jean Wildish entered her apartment on Santa Monica’s 14th Street through sliding door on balcony, police say. 


By John Fleck 

Herald staff writer 


A detective investigating tl|§ 
brutal rape and murder of a Sant, 
Monica woman Saturday says he is 
not ruling out the possibility the 
crime was the work of the MgSs 
Stalker. I 

“At this point I can’t make a 
positive link to it, but I can’t 
discount it either,” said Santa 
Monica Detective Ray Cooper. 

The Night Stalker, who enters 
darkened houses through un¬ 
locked doors or windows, has 
been linked to seven murders and 
30 attacks on women in the San 
Fernando and San Gabriel valleys. 

Cooper said Jean Wildish, in 
her 50s, was raped and then 
beaten to death early Saturday 
morning bjj&JgSyeintruder who 
entered hert^SSfeet apartment 
through a £MEH$lass door. 

Despite me similarity to the 
Night Stalker killings, Cooper 
said, the countywide task force 
investigating the string of grisly 
crimes has not yet been called in 
on the Santa Monica case. 

“We investigate our own 
crimes,” he said. But he said he is 
keeping the task force informed 
about his investigation. 


‘At this pc 

^rosStve lit 
dhekisM 


can’t discount it 
either. ” 

Detective Ray Cooper. 

The task force, spearheaded by 
Los Angeles County homicide de¬ 
tectives with help from local 
police departments, is part of 
what authorities have called the 
largest law enforcement effort in 
the Los Angeles area since the 
Hillside Strangler investigation in 
1977-78. 

Santa Monica police say the 
Saturday murder has stirred wor¬ 
ried phone calls. But they say 
there is little they can do to 
reassure the mostly women callers 
except to suggest safety precau¬ 
tions. “The only thing we can tell 
them is the standard practice of 
locking up and the basic security 
measures that we normally give,” 
said Sgt. Stan Conger. 

An elderly woman living across 


[Wildish said the! 
I her uneasy. “It 
a bit,” she said. 
> the inside feel 


who asked to 

fik'----- WVvIlp cSJlhe transients in 

encouraging friends to do the 
same since Saturday's killing. “I’m 
just speaking to the girls that live 
alone, asking them to keep their 
doors locked, windows locked,”; 
she said. 

Wildish was killed by an in¬ 
truder who entered her apart¬ 
ment at 1424 14th St. through a 
sliding glass door on a balcony. 
Cooper said Wildish was raped. He 
added there is evidence of at¬ 
tempted burglary, but would not 
say whether anything was taken. 

Wildish was killed by “blunt 
force trauma,” according to 
Cooper, who would not say where 
she was hit or with what. The. 
county coroner’s office refused to' 
release any information on- the 
case. >• • 

Wildish was home alone when 
the attack occurred. Her body was 
discovered Saturday morning 
after a friend couldn’t reach her 
and phoned police. 
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/ Couple shot by intruder 

An intruder shot a Northridge woman and | 
her husband in the head after the couple 
awoke early Tuesday morning to find the man 
in their bedroom, police said. Charles Peter¬ 
son, 38, and wife Virginia, 28, were rushed to 
Northridge Hospital after the 2:30 a.m. shoot¬ 
ing. Mrs. Peterson was in critical condition in 
the intensive care unit, while Mr. Peterson was 
listed in good condition, said hospital spokes¬ 
woman Ann Bethal. Mrs. Peterson woke up 
and found the 6-foot man brandishing a gun,. 


said police spokeswoman Sheila Bell. The in¬ 
truder then shot her at close range in the head, 
then shot her husband and fled, Bell said. 











Citizens, criminals find Guardian A% 


Danny Lewis, above, leader of the 
Angels’ local chapter, speaks to potehtt4J:'J'e , r" 
emits during a recent recruitment ralfyl^fdcTt* 
Bill Schweitgert demonstrates a lock. 7 . liijld^tiio 
Stephen Duncan. The Guardian Angfcls';-hegi*h'■ 
patrolling streets in the Foothills following 
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Guardian Angels patrol local streets 


|jContinued from Page A-l 




berets arrived in Pasadena, 
j; where they joined the retinue of 
•Tournament of Roses regulars. 

.. Today, according to local 
!i Angels, Sliwa oversees a mem¬ 
bership of 5,000 with 58 chap- 
“7. th America and an- 
fijiuam. In Southern 
ji'the organization has 
7 Santa Ana, Long 
*^®&.lywood and Venice 
patrols along the 
wUftveen California and 
Mexico, according to Dennis 
Lewis, the 26-year-old director 
of the Westside Chapter, 
c Now the Angels hope to stick 
J their finger in the crime dike of 
"Sierra Madre, Monrovia and 
Arcadia. They say that anomy- 
c mous calls from citizens in these 
“communities led to their arrival 
Jin mid-July. But they say it is 
»the community’s largely favor¬ 
able response that keeps them 
coming back. 

I “People have offered us 
•■ doughnuts and said that we can 
> sleep on their couches if we get 
I tired,” says Bill Schweitzer. 

; Along with Lewis, the 21- 
year-old director of the Central 
iLos Angeles chapter began last 
I week to train 18 local recruits, 
»who received cheers of encour¬ 
agement from the houses they 
passed and the cars that passed 
I them. 

; This time the backdrop was 
■ the neon windmill of a restau.- 
Irant located across the street 
Ifrom Arcadia County Park. At 
j the park the newcomers heave 
;_their way through a strenous 
*Toutine of calisthenics, includ¬ 
ing push-ups, sit-ups and Karate 
ckieks. 

-« Within 15 minutes, they were 
-learning self-defense and tack¬ 
ling techniques. In another 
'jiour, they were combing the 
■■park in a mock search. Yet lat- 
-er, they ha feSaaea* their way to 
Arcadia in |Wfi©I ce P atro1 that 
'organizers jlM ^rized as typi¬ 
cal for the 

*- The recruits ranged in age 
-from 16 to 51 years of age, in¬ 
cluded both sexes and spanned a 
■gamut of occupations and inter¬ 
ests. Though separated by diver¬ 
gent backgrounds and mixed 
'ihotives, they shared a common 
■-belief. 

“It just can’t be tolerated,” 
'said Shelby Pope, in reference 
'to a recent rash of local attacks 
;and murders. A race-horse 
'■Trainer, she lives near where a 
'Sierra Madre girl recently was 
-assaulted. 

* “Traditionally Sierra Madre 
'-has been a safe place, but things 
'have changed,” she said. “If a 
;J#n-age girl gets attacked, it’s 
pnot safe anymore.” 

• A 25-year-old Arcadian who 
J Said he had always wanted to be 
,a,policeman talked about how 
"Bis grandmother and sister re¬ 
cently had been assaulted in 
'•other southern California cities. 

“I’ve noticed the same ele¬ 
ment start to move into Arcadia 
ap'd I don’t want that for my 
-wife.” 


Photo by Tom LaBarera 

Dave Cameli, left, of Sierra Madre, Eric Jones of Pasadena sign up to be Guardian 
Angels as Scott Walker answers questions about the duties of members. 


A 51-year-old mother and 
part-time secretary planned to 
donate administrative assistance 
to the chapter. Though a resi¬ 
dent of Monrovia, she also 
claimed to live within blocks of 
where the Sierra Madre assault 
had taken place. 

“We all have to work togeth¬ 
er,” she said. 

Ironically, the Angels’ most 
supportive community has also 
been their greatest detractor. 

“Maybe they are needed on 
New York subways but not 
here,” said a long-time Sierra 
Madre resident, who asked not 
to be identified. She complained 
that their presence alone “cre¬ 
ates an element of fear” on the 
streets that were once ranked 
among the safest in this country. 

“Sierra Madre doesn’t like 
strangers,” confirmed Sierra 
Madre Police Chief Bill Betts. 
He said that during a recent 
week, 25 percent of reports of 
strangers were eventually 
traced to Angel activities. 

But it wasn’t until one pair of 
Angels mistook a racoon for a 
prowler, and followed it into the 
bushes of Sierra Madre’s for¬ 
mer mayor and city council 
member Elaine Rudolf, that ire 
was really aroused. Mrs. Rudolf 
reported the incident to the po¬ 
lice and turned out to complain 
at a recent city council meeting. 

“They don’t know the commu¬ 
nity,” she says. 

Other Sierra Madre residents 
complain that they don’t know 
the Angels and underscore the 
fact that some are former gang 
members. 


“We don’t know much about 
them,” said one woman. “They 
assure us they’re screened but 
it’s impossible to thoroughly 
screen.” 

No strangers to criticism, the 
Angels take the complaints in 
stride, saying that in spite of 
them all they’ve received a 
warmer welcome here than on 

‘‘Th llfells not for West Los 
Aneel ^^^^ tke over and pa¬ 
trol,” JfilSS®,vis. “It’s to inspire 
locals to take over patrol of 
their own communities.” 

While conceding that they do 
not check the three references 
required of each trainee, the 
Angels say that they do tele¬ 
phone the police depaliiffeat for 
criminal records. i 

And as for the qk^silan of 
vigilante-ism, they answer be¬ 
fore it’s asked. 

“We’re not vigilantes,” Lewis 
warned the recruits. “We don’t 
carry any weapons on patrol.. 

“Our main objective is to 
patrol high crime areas and 
provide a visual deterrent so 
hopefully when people see us 
walking around they will be less 
likely to snatch that purse, 
commit that rape or steal that 
car stereo.” 

The Angels stress that they 
leave enforcing the law to the 


proper authorities, avoid alto¬ 
gether victimless crimes and use 
force only when their safety or 
that of a citizen is threatened. 

Law enforcement offices 
remain skeptical about the 
Angels. None of the authorities 
contacted could remember a 
single apprehension by the 
Angels. Even police officials 
admit, however, that they are 
unable to calculate how many 
crimes their presence may have 
deterred. 

Besides, the Angels say that 
crime prevention won’t be the 
only focus of the budding chap¬ 
ter. Food and clothing distribu¬ 
tion to the needy and court es¬ 
corts might also be functions of 
the Angels, they propose. They 
also talk of patrolling parks on 
certain days of the week to en¬ 
sure the safety of the elderly. 

Meanwhile, the Angels strug¬ 
gle to put the newest chapter on 
its feet in time for a scheduled 
visit next month by Silwa. They 
actively seek housing for a local 
headquarters. Next week train¬ 
ees are scheduled to begin clas¬ 
ses in first aid and CPR with the 
National Red Cross. 

“Basically, we stop the 
problem before it starts,” 
Schweigert said. 










Task force probing San Gabriel attacks 


By LAURA NICHOLSON at a press conference Thursday, ties have refused to absolutely 

staff Writer following an attack on a couple lin k the cases. 

A multiagency police task in Diamond Bar, 30 miles east of Investigators from six law 
force is investigating 30 assaults Los Angeles. enforcement agencies have 

involving as many as 13 mur- Early Thursday, deputies joined with the county's homi- 
ders in which the police suspect found Elyas Abowatch, 35, shot cide bureau in an effort to solve 
one person to be responsible for to death and his 28 -year-old the crimes, 
the similar attacks primarily in wife beaten and raped inside The task force includes offi- 
the San Gabriel Valley, authori- their home. cers from Arcadia, Monrovia, 

ties said Thursday. The violent attacks, many Monterey Park, Glendale, Sier- 

Los Angeles County Sheriff occurring in the San Gabriel ra Madre and Los Angeles, said 
Sherman Block reiterated a Valley during the past three Sgt. Frank Salerno of the sher- 
warning to residents to keep months, are suspected to be the iffs homicide bureau, 
their doors and windows locked work of one person, but authori- Salerno, a principal investiga¬ 


tor on the case, would not say said, but they remain similar them to the same assailant, Sa- 
precisely how many officers are because the attacker enters lerno said, but would not elabo- 
participating in the investiga- through unlocked windows and rate on the evidence, 
tion. doors in the early-morning The victims in the assaults 

In the past officials have sug- hours, sometimes ransacks the have ranged from a KLyear-old 
gested that added patrols, home and assaults or murders Sierra Madre girl whe S# badly 
stepped-up crime prevention the victims. beaten in her hj-cm ih 1 iLlly to 

programs and investigative ef- Some of the victims have been two elderly sisters hasten in 

forts involved more than 100 shot. Others, most of them their Monrovia !Rane hfsonth 
persons. women, have had their throats earlier. " 

"We’re looking at a group of slashed or have been beaten to Two women had their throats 
cases that involves 25 to 30 inci- death. 

dents,” Salerno said. Six of the murders bear simi- Please see ATTACKS, 

Specifics of the cases vary, he larities that seem to connect Page A-5 









investigating assaults 


Continued from Page A-l sailant similar 

released by tt 

slashed in Arcadia in June, and Police Depart 
. two people were killed in Mon- said, 
terey Park during the past three Th ^t composi 
months. Two women, including to a sketch drav 
the wife of one of the murder Monterey Park. 


sailant similar to a composite 
released by the Los Angeles 
Police Department, Salerno 
said. 

That composite is also similar 
to a sketch drawn by a victim in 


victims, were sexually assault¬ 
ed. 

Salerno said the house in 
Diamond Bar was ransacked 
' and the couple’s two children, 3 
years old and 3 months old, 
were unharmed. 

That incident followed a simi¬ 
lar attack two days ago when a 
sleeping couple were both shot 
in the head by a man who en¬ 
tered through an unlocked door 
of their Northridge home. 

Christopher and Virginia 
Petersen were released from a 
hospital soon after the assault. 

The victims described an as¬ 


The newest composite was 
drawn after an attack in Sun 
Valley on July 20 when Chaina- 
rong Khovanath was killed in 
his home. His wife was sexually 
assaulted, and the couple’s 8- 
year-old son also was attacked. 

The attacker escaped in a 
maroon or dark brown Grand 
Prix, authorities said. 

The victim described her at¬ 
tacker as a tanned white man 
with brown curly hair and 
brown eyes. He is between 6- 
feet and 6-feet-2 and weighs 
about 150 pounds. The assailant 
is between 30 and 35 years old 
and has stained, gapped teeth. 












































Police 


have 


cads 

By BRAD HAUGAARD 

Special Correspondent 

Police “have definite leads’ 
in a recent rash of murder and 
assault cases in Arcadia and 
nearby communities, but there 
are as yet no suspects, according 
to acting Arcadia Police Chief 
Neal Johnson. 

Johnson’s comment came at 
the end of an Arcadia town 
meeting Wednesday night at 
First Avenue Junior High 
School. He did not elaborate on 
what the leads were. 

The session, which packed 
hundreds of people into the 
auditorium, was designed to 
inform residents about the 
crimes and to let them know 
how to protect their homes from 
intruders. 

At the meeting, a long ques- 
tion-and-answer period was fol¬ 
lowed by a presentation on the 
Neighborhood Watch program. 

In response to questions from 
the audience, Johnson said: 

— Twenty-five officers from 
local cities and the Sheriff’s 
neoartmpnt 
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MILLER: Latest Victim in Conmutywide Series 


.'Continued from Page 1 

Authorities identified the latest 
•victims as Elyas Abowath, 35, who 
■•was fatally shot, and his wife, 
•'Sakina, 28, who was beaten. She 
was treated at a hospital and 
Released. Their two sons, ages 3 
. ''years and 3 months, were not 
Charmed. 

Block said the couple were at- 
. tacked about 4 a.m. as they slept in 
'Their house on a cul-de-sac in a 
‘'quiet neighborhood of $150,000 
' homes about 30 miles east of down- 
'•town Los Angeles. Their assailant 
apparently entered through an 

••'bpen back or side window. 

r* 

Poorly Lighted, Unfenced 

. The house, on Pinehill Lane, was 
poorly lighted and unfenced, Block 
said. The couple had lived there for 
about seven years. 

Abowath, who worked in the 
computer industry, was shot in the 
head apparently shortly after the 
killer entered the house. His wife 
was then assaulted. The slayer "did 
some ransacking” of the house 
before leaving, Block said. 

Frightened neighbors huddled 
Thursday morning on the sidewalk 
'in front of the house, watching 
coroner’s assistants remove Abow- 
ath’s body and wondering aloud 
why their neighborhood had been 
victimized. 

"I thought we had got away from 


all this,” said one distraught wo¬ 
man, who had moved to the neigh¬ 
borhood only a month ago from the 
San Gabriel Valley, where at least 
four killings are believed to have 
been committed by the same man. 

"I keep thinking that if I hadn't 
closed the window, it could have 
been us,” the woman said. “I guess 
it would be silly to move again. 
There doesn’t seem to be any way 
to move away from it.” 

Block 82 uA$g.t the first of the 
related tSppsps may have oc¬ 
curred ir^pffisn Gabriel Valley. 
Since thoKatSS from citizens to 
the Sheriff’s Department have in¬ 
creased by "200% to 300%,” Block 
said. Heightened awareness among 
residents, as well as additional 
patrols, may explain why later 
killings occurred elsewhere, he 
speculated. 

Northridge Attack 

One non-fatal attack believed to 
be related to the slayings took 
place Tuesday in Northridge, 
where an intruder awakened a 
38-year-old man and his wife and 
shot both of them in the head at 
close range with a small-caliber 
pistol before escaping as the 
wounded man gave chase. 

The couple, Christopher and Vir¬ 
ginia Petersen, gave investigators a 
description of their assailant that 
was similar to those offered by 
other survivors and witnesses. The 


attacker, they said, was 25 to 30 
years old, 6 feet tall and 160 pounds 
with curly brown hair. 

Authorities said the killer’s front 
teeth are badly stained and have a 
wide gap. The Northridge incident 
was not linked initially to Thurs¬ 
day’s assault in Diamond Bar. But 
whep pressed by reporters. Block 
admitted a connection. 

“It appears that the person re¬ 
sponsible for these acts. . .maybe 
the person involved in similar 
incidents,” Blotk said. “In all of the 
half-dozen of those cases, we have 
seen similarities that lead us' to 
believe the same petson or persons 
is responsible.” 

Specifics Withheld 

Despite the similarities, police 
are puzzled by some characteris¬ 
tics. 

"Victims run the gamut in age, 
from 16 to upper 60s—women 
living alone, women living togeth¬ 
er, couples,” Block said. “There 
does not seem to be a uniformity of 
any kind in the type of victim.” 

Block would not specify which 
slayings and non-fatal assaults had 
been linked to one man. To do so, 
he said “would give people a false 
sense of security where there have 
been no attacks and would create 
hysteria in areas where there have 
been murders.” 

However, investigators theorize 
that victims may have included: 


• William Doi, 65, of Monterey 
Park, shot to death and his wife 
assaulted on -1 

• Mabel Beit .«S,Yr>f Mccxwsia; 
severely bea&ri2 and who 
later died, ti&f ‘Sister, Flcaencc- 
Lang, 81, also was badly.teateLlJHifc 
survived. 

• Patty Elaine Higgles, 32.. fcaud 
dead June 28 in her Arcadia home. 
Her throat had been slashed. 

• Mary Cannon, 75, another Ar¬ 
cadia resident, found dead June 2 in 
her home with her throat slashed. 

• Chainarong Khovanath, 32, 
.shot to death in his Sun Valley 
home while sleeping. His wife was 
assaulted and their 8-year-old son 
beaten. A man was seen driving 
away in a maroon-colored Pontiac 
Grand Prix with a damaged right 
fender. 

Block said that based on infor¬ 
mation investigators now have, 
chances are slim of solving the 
killings soon. 

Homeowner With Gun 

“Unless our investigation strikes 
a vein of gold, I would suspect that 
this guy may wind up getting 
caught by a homeowner with a 
gun,” thesheriff said. 

Detectives assigned to the task 
force from various police depart¬ 
ments are not working out of a 
central office, but are exchanging 
information and tips on a regular 
basis, according to officials. 






Slaying May Be 
Latest in Series 


By DAVID FREED 

and CAROL McGRAW, 

Times Staff Writers 

A Diamond Bar man was shot to 
death and his wife assaulted in 
their bedroom early Thursday, ap 
parently the latest victims in a 
county wide series of slayings that 
have sparked one of the largest law 
enforcement mobilizations since 
the infamous Hillside Strangler 
case in the late 1970s. 

Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Sherman Block said investigators 
from six area police agencies be¬ 
lieve they have linked at least six 
or seven killings since May to the 
same person—a curly haired man 
with discolored teeth who sneaks 
through unlocked windows and 
doors before dawn to attack his 
victims as they sleep. 

Block said the slayings are 
among about 25 random assaults, 
including 12 or 13 killings, that may 
have been committed this year by 
the one man. 

‘A Killer Out There’ 

"There’s definitely a killer out 
there,” Block said at a press con¬ 
ference in his office. "Six or seven 
cases appear to be pretty 
the .work of the same ifsBvife- 
al. . . . Whether we’re talking 
about a serial killer beyond the 
half-dozen or so, we don’t know.” 

The series of slayings, in which 
victims have been shot, stabbed 
and bludgeoned, is being investi¬ 
gated by a task force of about 25 
detectives, according to acting Ar¬ 
cadia Police Chief Neal Johnson. 
Arcadia is participating in the ef¬ 
fort, along with the Sheriffs De¬ 
partment and the Los Angeles, 
Glendale, Monrovia and Monterey 
Park police departments, Block 
said. 

Similar killings have occurred in 
each city in recent months. In some 
cases, houses have been burglar¬ 
ized; in others, women have been 
raped. The attacks apparently have 
been random. 

Each department, Block said, has 
beefed up its street patrols because 
of the killings. 

Plesrc sec KILLER, Page 34 








. > KPASA^ENA^gflLIFORNI a,.MONDAY; AUGUST 12, 1985.^. Ji 


liiother rape — San Gabriel woman, 81 


Attack 
similar 
to others 

By BRANDON BAILEY 

Staff Writer 

An 84-year-old woman, who 
was raped in her San Gabriel 
area home Sunday morning, is 
the latest victim in a wave of 
assaults and murders that has 
baffled authorities and terror¬ 
ized residents in the San Gabriel 
and San Fernando valleys. 

The woman suffered bruises 
and was treated at a local hospi¬ 
tal and released, a Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s spokesman 
said. 

The attacker, a man wearing a 
dark mask, climbed through an 
unlocked window at the rear of' 
the house about 5:30 a.m., said 
Deputy Joe Garza of the Sher¬ 
iff’s Information Bureau. 

The woman lived alone in the 
5500 block of Angelus Avenue, 
a quiet residential street in an 
unincorporated area less than a 
mile from the Temple City Sher¬ 
iff's Station. 

Sheriff's homicide detectives 
were called to the scene because 
authorities thought the attacker 
could be the same man who is 
believed responsible for at least 
six murders and as many as 25 
slayings, beatings, rapes and 
kidnappings. 

If Sunday’s incident is related 
to the others, it would mark a 
return to the West San Gabriel 
Valley area after recent assaults 
in the San Fernando Valley and 
the East San Gabriel Valley. 

While early incidents in the 
crime wave were reported this 
spring and summer in the near¬ 
by cities of Rosemead, Monrovia 
and Arcadia, the last previous 
assault was Thursday’s fatal 
shooting of a man and attack on 
his wife ip Diamond Bar, east of 
of those cities, near the San 
Bernardino County line. 

“It’s really not a select pat- 
rn or a select area," said Gar- 
a, adding that the incidents 
■pear to be spread at random 
>er a large part of northern 
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Rape: Attack in San Gabriel similar 
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Los Angeles County. 

Referring to Sunday’s inci¬ 
dent, Garza said, ‘‘There are 
certain similarities leading the 
investigators to believe this may 
have been perpetrated by the 
same suspect.” 

Another spokesman, Deputy 
Sam Jones, gave a more quali¬ 
fied statement after detectives 
went home Sunday evening. 
“They still haven’t linked it, but 
they are investigating” the pos¬ 
sibility of a link to the other 
recent crimes, Jones said. 

Although none of the earlier 
cases involved an attacker wear¬ 
ing a mask, authorities suggest¬ 
ed the man may have tried to 
hide his face because police 
have been circulating two com¬ 
posite drawings made with the 
help of the victims. 

Many of the cases have in¬ 
volved a lone male intruder who 
has entered homes through an 
-HSjft Q^M ^ioor or window, in the 
or early-morning 
5§§Sa?a said. 

|jf|5|&id other details of 
ape also appear simi- 
•ious assaults, but he 
elaborate. 

- ■anenii’g Sgt. Frank Salerno, 


one of the principal investiga¬ 
tors assigned to the recent wave 
of attacks, confirmed Sunday 
afternoon that homicide detec¬ 
tives are looking for a tie be¬ 
tween Sunday’s incident and the 
others. He also declined to dis¬ 
cuss details of the case. 

After assaulting the woman in 
San Gabriel, the man fled the 
house on foot. Garza said no car 
was seen. The woman was able 
to walk out of her house and get 
help from a neighbor, who 
called the sheriff’s department. 

None of the woman'? ipejgh-« 
bors reported seeing hen]a'ttackti 
er, although at leaslV.twQj.safd, 
their dogs had been [alerte’d^by 
something strange §aj!ly 
morning. 

“My dog was doing' a lot’of 
barking and growling,” said the 
woman’s next-door neighbor, 
Alex Figueroa. He said he no¬ 
ticed the unusual commotion as 
he was preparing to leave for 
church, about 6 a.m. 

“I was getting ready to go see 
what was happening,” Figueroa 
said, when he saw his neighbor 
come out of her house. 

The woman had bruises on 
her arms and had wrapped a 
blanket around herself, said 
Figueroa, who summoned sher¬ 


iff’s deputies. 

Victims in some of the other 
cases have been beaten, stabbed 
and shot. Garza said the woman 
on Sunday “was not severely 
beaten, but there was evidence 
that she was manhandled.” 

Garza said the woman’s neatly 
painted, one-story house didn’t 
have good lighting in the back 
yard — a protective measure 
that police have stressed, along 
with locked windows and doors, 
since the attacks began. 

Across the street, a group of 
neighbors gathered Sunday af¬ 
ternoon to talk about the inci¬ 
dent. Most were well-aware of 
the recent series of crimes, and 
[more than one said Sunday’s 
.incident was “too close” to 
‘home. 

Leaning on his fence, Robert 
Ramirez, a neighbor, said he 
heard his dog barking in an 
unusual manner about 5 a.m. 
Sunday. But he said he didn’t go 
outside to check on the noise. “I 
told myself (that) maybe I was 
just getting paranoid.” 

Ramirez said he told police 
about a strange man he saw sit¬ 
ting in a strange car, a few hous¬ 
es away, on Friday evening. The 
man appeared to be looking 
over the neighborhood, Ramirez 


said. 

Salerno said such reports 
weren’t unusual, but he 
wouldn’t say if detectives be¬ 
lieve Ihe-jnan was "casing” the 
nc^^^^ood in preparation 
fo rljppM '’s attack. Nor would 
the^^^^ive say if police be- 
lievethe suspect in the recent 
attacks has made a habit of 
studying an area before select¬ 
ing a victim. 

“That’s something that we’ve 
been trying to assess,” Salerno 
said. “In some cases it appears 
that maybe he has. And in some 
cases it appears (the attacks 
occurred at) random.” 

Sheriff Sherman Block has 
said detectives believe one man 
is responsible for at least six 
murders in the recent string of 
25 or more killings and assaults. 

At least 25 officers from sev¬ 
eral police agencies are part of a 
task force investigating the as¬ 
saults. These include the mur¬ 
der of an elderly Rosemead 
woman and the wounding of her 
roommate, the fatal beating of a 
Monrovia woman, the deaths of 
two .^..ncsdia women whose 
thri^jss^sre slashed, the shoot¬ 
ing %§tjsvof a Sun Valley man 
an<§!t||§$$;tal shooting Thursday 
in Diamond Bar. 




















■ Police discounting link 
Sw between rape, murders 
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•atfAN BLOCK 

County Sheriff 


From Staff and Wire Reports 
A rapist who assaulted an elderly 
woman was probably not the man sought 
by a multi-agency task force in the slay¬ 
ings of at least six people, Los Angeles 
County Sheriff Sherman Block said 
Monday. |gg|g| 

The 84-year-old grandmother, a wi®H| 
for 10 years, was awakened at d||«| 
Sunday by a masked man who enterea 
her San Gabriel home and raped her, 
investigators said. She later was released 
from a hospital in good condition. 


Sheriff’s deputies initially said they 
believed the attacker could have been the 
man being sought by the task force. 

“There arf^^^ig indications this 
could be the s|fe^Serson,” Deputy Sam 
Jones said af^^^iday’s attack, which 
was within blocks of the Temple City 
Sheriff’s substation. “There are similari¬ 
ties. ” 

But Block downplayed this possibility 
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Monday. 

Six murders, including two in Arcadia, 
one in Monrovia and one in Rosemead, are 
among the cases investigators have definite¬ 
ly linked as the work of the same person, 
sheriff’s deputies confirmed Monday. 

The elderly woman’s description of her 
assailant, as well as methods the attacker 
used, “lead us to believe that it may not, 
and probably is not, related” to the six or 
more murders and other assaults linked to 
one man, the sheriff said. 

The woman’s attacker was probably too 
short to be the killer that has terrorized 
neighborhoods in the San Fernando and San 
Gabriel valleys, he said. 

In the case of the woman who was raped 
Sunday, neighbor Robert Ramirez said he 
saw a suspicious-looking man slouched in a 
car taking note of two houses next to the 
woman’s home last Friday afternoon, lead¬ 
ing to fears the woman could have been 
stalked for two days. 

“He wasn’t there for five minutes,” said 
Ramirez, 52. “All I could see was part of his 
head. He knew I was looking at him. I knew 
he was looking at me out the corner of his 
eye. As I went out to get his license plate 
number, the man left.” 

After seeing the man in the neighbor¬ 
hood, and learning of the series of attacks 

r 


and murders, Ramirez was apprehensive. 

“I had a gut feeling something was going 
to happen,” he said. “Something just wasn’t 
right in the neighborhood. I went to bed at 
10:30 (Saturday night). I got up three times 
to check the neighbors and the streets.” 

In addition, the investigation of some 30 
attacks that could be connected includes the 
abductions of three children in Monterey 
Park, Montebello and Eagle Rock. 

Earlier, detectives had linked the abucic- 
tion of those children to a similar 
Arcadia. 

On Monday, Lt. Dick Walls of th^'Sfi^ 
iff’s Information Bureau confirmed that the 
death of 35-year-old Dayle Okazaki in her 
Rosemead home on March 17 was the first 
case investigators linked to the assailant. 

The shooting death of Okazaki was con¬ 
nected with' the beating death of Mable Bell, 
84. She and her sister were found beaten in 
their Monrovia home on June 1. Bell died 
later in a hospital. Those attacks were fol¬ 
lowed with the June 28 murder of Patty 
Elaine Higgins, 32, who was beaten and had 
her throat slashed. Another murder oc¬ 
curred four days later. Mary Cannon, 75, 
also of Arcadia, died of a cut throat. 

Definitely linked with those slayings are 
the shooting death of Chainarong Khova- 
nath, 32, at his home in Sun Valley and 
another shooting last Thursday in Diamond 
Bar in which Elyas Abowath, 35, was killed, 


Walls said. 

Investigators also are looking at - similari¬ 
ties between these cases and assaults and 
murders in the Altadena, Monterey Park, 
Sierra Madre and Glendale areas. “He’s 
been consistently inconsistent,” said Sgt. 
Frank Salerno, investigator for the sheriff’s 
homicide bureau. 

“Everybody’s working leads and every¬ 
body is keeping everybody informed,” said 
Acting Police Chief Neal Johnson of Arca¬ 
dia. 

Arcadia is one of seven agencies that have 
formed a task force to catch the killer who 
has been variously dubbed the “Valley 
Invader,” “L.A. Nightstalker,” “Midnight 
Rambler” and the “Walk-in Killer,” be¬ 
cause he enters through open doors and 
windows at late-night hours. 

The task force is made up of investigators 
from Arcadia, Monrovia, Monterey Park, 
Sierra Madre, Glendale, the Los Angeles 
Police Department and the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department. 

The FBI has offered to help in the investi¬ 
gation, but spokesman Fred Reagan would 
not confirm that the agency was preparing a 
psychological profile of the killer. 

Descriptions of the assailant vary but a 
composite drawing estimates that the man 
is 6 feet tall, weighs 150 to 160 pounds and 
has wavy brown hair and gapped stained 
teeth. 










How you can avoid 
becoming a victim 

John Carroll, who helped make the 5 

video' 'Principles of Home Defense, '' j 
offers crime-fighting advice for 
everyone. His advice is timely, because * 
the Night Stalker is sti'! at large/A-7. 
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Name-dfoppers 
and Night Stalkers 



et another grisly nickname has 
entered the civic vocabulary. The 
Night Stalker is in our midst. 

He started out in the middle of 
last week as a “bedroom Intruder." That 
was after the shooting of a couple in 
Northridge. 

The next day, following an attack in 
Diamond Bar, he was a “home invader,” 
and after that a “night-prowling killer.” 

By Friday the police had speculated that 
one man might be. responsible for as many 
as 30 such incidents currently under 
investigation. At that point the man, 
assuming there really is only one man 
behind ail this horror, took on a new and 
more oml mus identity. The Herald dubbed 
him the Night Stalker in its front-page 
headline, and over a map showing the 
locations of It assaults and murders in the 
San Fernanda Valley and the San Gabriel 
Valley, we ran the headline “L.A. NIGHT 
STALKER’S DEADLY TRAIL.” 

That made it official. 

Other people and agencies have tried 
other names since then. Channel 4 calls 
him the Walk-In Murderer, which doesn’t 
have much of a lilt. For a time some cops 
were calling him the 818 Murderer, due to 
the fact—give thanks for extremely small 
favors — that he hasn’t killed anyone in 
the 213 area. 

City News Service’s Norman Jacoby, the 
dean of Los Angeles police reporters and a 
man who has named several of these 
monsters in the past, dubbed this one the 
Valley Invader. That’s not bad, but it makes 
him sound like some new and unpromising 
USFL team. Here at the Herald, reporters 
and editors also toyed with the Welcome , 
Mat Murderer, the Back Door Man and still 
.another high-concept monicker, the 
Midnight Rambler. 

None of them could top the name that 
had topped Friday’s story, however. 
Yesterday our story went with The Night 
Stalker. So did one distributed by United 
Press International. The Associated Press 
used Night Stalker in its identifying slug, 
and Paul Harvey, following the Herald’s 
lead, did a Night Stalker piece in 

vpsfprriav’s hrnarlf’ast 
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Callers bombard police with tips and questions on the 

Some ways to make yourself But authorities say they’re 

safe from would-be intruders 1 # no closer to finding killer 



Whether this recent spate of kiffings. 
rapes and assaults in the San 
Fernando and San Gabriel valleys is 
the work of one individual or a number 
of individuals, one fact remains 
alarmingly clear: Gone are the days 
when we can keep our doors and 
windows unlocked and still feel safe. 
But what are we supposed to do? 
Barricade ourselves in? Arm 

tU. according to John 
ent of Wild Wing 
2 maker of the video 
■ne Defense." we'd 
£hing. or else possibly 

....jequences. Carroll, a 

WSftve fief&dy sheriff for the last 2ft 
years, wes interviewed by Herald staff 
writer Milton McGriff 

CJimsSJom When did you create 
the video “Principles of Home 
Defense.” and why? 

Carroll: Well, it was created by 
Drew Michaels. He had the idea. 
When he and I and Bill Keyes were 
going through the Sheriff’s Acad¬ 
emy. we were trying to be reserve 
sheriffs, we were all in the movie 
industry and we discussed the 
project, because a lot of the things 
we learned in the Sheriff’s Acad¬ 
emy we realized were going to be 
very valuable to us, not only as 
reserve sheriffs, but in our home 
lives as well. So we pursued the idea 
of creating a tape based on home 
defense. 

Q: Essentially, what is the 
video? 

A: It is a cassette designed to 
teach the average citizen how he 
can choose not to be a victim, and 
how he can defend himself, his 
family and his home. We teach a 
person what not to do, then what to 
do in handling an assailant in the 
home. 

9: What response have you had 
from law enforcement officials? 

A: We heard from the LAPD 
that they are showing it in their 
neighborhood watch programs. The 
same thing with the sheriffs de¬ 
partment. We are going to donate 
21 tapes to the different stations 
and they are going to show it in 
what they call their community 
service slot, which is their equiva¬ 
lent of-the Neighborhood Watch 
program._ 


Qi Some people think that a 
home is less safe with a handgun 
around, especially if there are 
children around. 

A: That's an individual choice. 
Some people like to have a handgun 
around the home, a lot of people 
don't — either way is fine It is an 
individual choice. 

9: Having a handgun around 
implies an awesome responsibility 
of properly caring for a weapon. 

A: Well, if you are not going to 
get the proper training for. a gun. 
and properly look after it, and 
practice, then I suggest that you 
don’t get one. If you are going to 
make the decision that you are 
going to keep a gun in your house, 
and that is a big decision, then 
you’d better get the proper train¬ 
ing. know how to handle it Because 
if you don’t, the chances are that 
the guy could take it off you. 

9: How many homes do have 
handguns now? 

A: The last statistic I had was 
that there are over 60 million 
handguns in the United States. I 
would imagine a good guess is that 
80 percent of those are for home 
protection. 

9: What suggestions do you 
have for home defense for the 
person who refuses to have a 
loaded gun in their home? 

A: That’s fine. But still have a 
home defense plan that if some¬ 
body does break into your home, 
they'll encounter a deadbolt on 
your bedroom door. That’s the last 
line of defense. You can lock the 
door and they cant come in and 
hurt you. If they come in and steal 
something out of your house, that's 
fine. Let them take it. Police will 
get them later. But at least you are 
not going to get into a confronta¬ 
tion. If you can avoid a confronta¬ 
tion. do so. If they decide they want 
to attack you. then you should have 
some sort of defense or else you are 
going to be a victim. 

That’s where we come in with a 
very strong statement in our video 
which says that it is your choice to 



“We come in with a 


very strong 
statement in our 
video which says 
that it is your 
choice to be a 
victim. If someone 
comes at you, it is 
your decision if 
you are going to 
take it lying down 
or if you are going 
to fight back. ” 

John Carroll 


it only happens to someone else, 
when it happens to you, it is too 
late. You should take precautions. 
Anybody who leaves their doors 
and windows unlocked at night is 
asking for trouble. 

9: What does a reserve deputy 
sheriff do? 

A: Basically, we work in 
different fields. Some work on 
patrol. At times, we are assigned to 
the photo reserve company. We are 
assigned, mainly because of our 
expertise in the movie industry, to 
make officer survival training 
films. We take an incident where 
mayhe_a_ d*mitv sherif f was killed 


iforcement officers con- 

-„ .aeir search for a brutal 

serial killer again were bombarded 
with telephone calls from helpful, 
frightened residents yesterday, but 
authorities said they were no closer 
to finding the man who has terror¬ 
ized parts of Los Angeles County. 

"The tips haven’t led to any¬ 
thing, as of yet,” said Sheriff’s Capt. 
William R. Hinkle. 

Six agencies, including the sher¬ 
iff’s department, are searching for 
the so-called Night Stalker, who 
enters darkened homes through 
unlocked doors or windows. The 
man has been linked to at least 14 
recent attacks, including seven 
murders. 

He could be responsible for as 
many as 30 attacks since February, 
most recently the rape and beating 
of an 84-year-old woman in San 
Gabriel early Sunday, according to 
police. 

The sheriff’s department’s Tem¬ 
ple City station, in whose jurisdic¬ 
tion Sunday’s attack occurred, was 
among the offices flooded with 
calls. 

“It's been quite hectic.” Lt 
Volker Niewisch said. “The concern 
is very real.” 

Many callers have told authori¬ 
ties that they believe they have 
spotted the suspect. Others have 
asked for advice on how to secure 


their homes and how to comfort 
frightened relatives, Niewisch said. 

“We had one woman who was 
unable to calm down her daughter, 
who is 19 and lives at home.” 
Niewisch said. “All we can do is tell 
people the basics. Keep your doors 
and windows locked, even if it’s 
warm and uncomfortable and you 
need to use a fan or air condition¬ 
ing.” 

In Monterey Park, where police 
are investigating several attacks 
that may be linked to the Night 
Stalker, officers yesterday reported 
heightened awareness throughout 
the community. Some residents are 
staying overnight at friends' homes 
and some children are sleeping in 
their parents’ bedroom, said David 
Riser, a reserve officer with the 
Monterey Park Police Department- 

In the approximately 30 cases 
being investigated, no pattern has 
as yet emerged regarding weapons, 
victims or days of attack. Hie only 
common denominators are that the 
suspect entered each bouse 
through an unlocked door or win. - 
dow and that all of the residences 
had poor, if any. outside lighting. 

A composite drawing of the 
suspect based on descriptions pro¬ 
vided by surviving victims, has 
been distributed throughout South¬ 
ern California. The killer was de¬ 
scribed as white, possibly Hispanic, 
age 25 to 30. about 6 feet tall, with 
dark, curly hair and gapped, very 
discolored teeth. 



Police are seeking suspect who resem¬ 
bles this sketch in Night Stalker cases. 


“All we can do is 
tell people the 
basics. Steep your 
doors and 
windows locked, 
even if it's warm 
and uncomfortable 
and you need to 
use a fan or air 
conditioning. ” 

Lt Volker Niewisch 
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Latest Attack Is 
Not Believed Tied 
to ‘Valley Intruder’ 


By DAVID FREED, Times Staff Writer 

The rape of an 84-year-old San Gabriel 
WOBJan early Sunday may not have been 
the work of a late-night intruder being 
sought by a police task force in a county¬ 
wide series of slayings and assaults, au¬ 
thorities believe. 

Despite initial speculation that the in¬ 
truder had struck again, there were few 
similarities between Sunday’s incident and 
earlier attacks in which people have been 
shot, stabbed, raped and bludgeoned in 
their homes, Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Sherman Block said Monday. 

The elderly woman’s description of her 
assailant, as well as methods the attacker 
used, "lead us to believe that it may not, 
and probably is not, related’’ to the six or 
more murders and as many as 13 other 
non-fatal assaults linked to one person, the 
sheriff said. 

Many of the incidents—dating back to 
February—have taken place in the San 
Gabriel and San Fernando-valleys, leading 
Block to suggest Monday that the man they 
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State Looks Into Alleged 
Ritualistic Murder Cases 


By ERIC MALNIC, Times Staff Writer 


The state attorney's general’s 
office, responding to a grand jury 
request, has agreed to review how 
the Kern County Sheriffs Depart¬ 
ment and other local agencies have 
handled child molestation cases 
that purportedly included the can¬ 
nibalistic murders of infants. 

In a letter asking for a state 
investigation, Carleen Radanovich, 
foreman of the Kern County Grand 
Jury, cited "the obvious mishan¬ 
dling of the children involved” and 
raised questions about "the meth¬ 
odology employed by law enforce¬ 
ment personnel,” according to 
Chief Deputy Atty. Gen. Nelson 
Kempsky. 

Kempsky said that Radanovich 
expressed concern about Bakers¬ 
field children who were taken from 
their parents and placed in protec¬ 
tive custody in foster homes and 
child welfare institutions. In some 
cases, the parents haven’t been 
charged. 

He said she also expressed con¬ 
cern about children who first de¬ 
nied they had been molested, then 
changed their stories under repeat¬ 
ed questioning and implicated 
"their parents, social workers and 
others.” 

Satanic Rings 

Kern County Sheriff Larry 
Kleier is investigating charges that 
satanic rings of adults have en¬ 
gaged in ritualistic murders that 
included sexual abuse, cremations, 
cannibalism and the drinking of 
human blood. The children say that 
as many as 77 adults were involved 
in the rings, with as many as 27 
infants slain, according to Kleier. 

But doubts have been raised by 
defense attorneys and others who 
cite an admitted shortage of cor¬ 
roborating evidence and obvious 
errors in Die children's stories. 

Kleier has said repeatedly that 


he believes the stories of the 
satanic rites because nine children, 
independently, "began telling me 
the same thing.” 

Stanley Simrin, an attorney rep¬ 
resenting some of the accused, said 
he doesn’t believe the stories be¬ 
cause some of the children have 
said that infants who are known to 
be alive were killed and because 
"there’s absolutely no evidence” to 
support the allegatior@®||pJ|- 

Molestation 

Although molestajjjStegjapfes 
have been filed agaidlSSPijsff 17 
people—five of them convicted— 
no one has been arrested or 
charged in connection with the 
purported murders. 

Kempsky said that Radanovich 
asked specifically that three agen¬ 
cies be investigated in connection 
with the cases—the Sheriffs De¬ 
partment, the county Welfare De¬ 
partment and the county district 
attorney’s office. 

Kempsky said that because 
county prosecutors were not ac¬ 
cused of Specific misdeeds in the 
letter, they will join state prosecu¬ 
tors in reviewing the molestation 
cases. 

Kempsky said that representa¬ 
tives of his office will meet with 
personnel from the district attor¬ 
ney’s office and Sheriff’s Depart- 
BMQfc4ete-:te4&«H8ine how the 

ector 0. C. 
Edward R. 
they will 
-the attorney 

ime,” 

■ I-.-,. .Sails both said 

lliej!‘’i56iigfit'tlieii : ’'agencies had' 
"handled these cases extremely 
well.” Jagels was not immediately 
available for comment. 


RAPE: Attack Not Believed 
Linked to ‘Valley Intruder’ 


Continued from Page 1 

are seeking be dubbed the "Valley 
Intruder.” Others in the media 
searching for an appropriate mohi- 
ker have labeled the wanted man 
the "Valley Invader," “Walk-in 
Killer" and "Night Stalker.” 

Whatever his label, the assailant 
gains entry through open windows 
and unlocked doors tq attack sleep¬ 
ing victims. Nearly all of the 
residences where attacks have oc¬ 
curred were poorly lighted and 
unfenced, 

InvesS^Ota from the Sheriffs 
Department and the Los Angeles, 
Arcadia, Steffclate, Monrovia and 
Monterey Sark police departments 
are participating in a manhunt that 
Block described as "far more com¬ 
plex” than that mounted in the 
Hillside Strangler murders of the 
late 1970s. Block said the six-agen¬ 
cy task force is "growing every 
day” and probably now numbers 
more than 50 detectives. 

The case thus far has baffled 
investigators, who invariably de¬ 
pend on a killer’s modus operan- 
di —a consistent pattern of behav¬ 
ior—to discover clues and make 
arrests. The pattern often involves 
a killer’s preference for a particular 
type of weapon or victim. 

"That’s why this case is so 
mind-boggling,” Block said. 
"There’s no consistency at all." 

Even in those cases where vic¬ 


tims have been shot, a .different 
gun apparently has been used, the 
sheriff noted. 

The essential links between each 
episode have been the assailant’s 
method of entry and the physical 
description offered by survivors 
and witnesses. The intruder has 
been described and depicted in a 
composite drawing as a thin man 
between 6 feet and 6 feet 2 inches 
tall and between 25 and 30 years of 
age. He has discolored front teeth 
that are widely gapped and curly 
brown hair. 

In Sunday's incident, the elderly 
woman was attacked at about 5:30 
a.m. in her one-story house. She 
did not get a good look at her 
assailant because he was wearing a 
mask, Block said. However, she 
described the man as considerably 
shorter than the individual wanted 
in the other crimes, he said. 

The woman’s description of his 
height—and the fact that the at¬ 
tacker did not exhibit a weapon, 
wore a mask and did not beat 
her—led investigators to discount 
the possibility that the crime was 
committed by the same person 
being sought by the task force, 
Block said. 
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T he brutal killing of a 30-year- 
old Monterey Park woman 
may be linked to the elusive Night 
Stalker, who is connected to at 
least 14 recent attacks including 
seven murders, Los Angeles 
County sheriff’s investigators said 
yesterday. 

Meanwhile, reacting to the ter¬ 
ror that has gripped county resi- 
dBoard of Supervisors 
ye pfgllip offered a §10,000 reward 

mSmst s Capt. William R. Hin¬ 
kle' said the March 17 shooting of 
Tsal-lian Yu, 30, of Monterey Park 
is among the cases under investi¬ 
gation by a task force of detec¬ 
tives. 

He said Yu was pulled from her 
car in the 500 block of Alhambra 
Avenue at 11:45 p.m., about an 
hour after Dayle Oka 2 aki, the 
Night Stalker’s first confirmed 
murder victim, was shot to death 
in her condominium. 

Okazaki’s home is about two 
| miles from where Yu was* shot 


■CONUCT VOUttlQCAiPOHCt 


| repeatedly by the m# tvhi} 
s yanked her from her car-at a stop 
“Sign. The man fled in a car: 

| In Los Angeles yesterday, Su- 
Ipervisor Pete Schabarum said[ ‘tit 
1 is important that (members of} this* 
I board do all we can to help in 
? bringing the person or persons 
| responsible for these senseless 


Capt Walt Mitchell displays Neighborhood Watch signs available from LAPD offices as part of crime-prevention program. Fear/A-9, Col. 4 


Ganging up against Night Stalker 

i 

Frightened \ 
citizens gather; 
supervisors offer j 
$10, OOO reward 


By Timothy Carlson 
and Chris Woodyard 

Herald staff writers 
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Frightened residents up in arms 
as fear of Night Stalker spreads 


Fear/Continued from A-1 * *' 

crimes to justice.” 

Supervisor Kenneth Hahn, who 
joined in unanimous support for 
the reward, said that people now 
“live in terror.” 

This heightened awareness of 
crime and fear among citizens was 
evident last night during two neigh¬ 
borhood meetings. 

In Diamond Bar last night, site of 
the Night Stalker’s last murder, 
frightened residents met for the 
first time since the slaying last 
Thursday. And in the San Fernando 
Valley, residents joined in a na¬ 
tional campaign to urge people to 
become involved in neighborhood 
watch programs. 

The search for the Night Stalker 
has become the most intense joint 
police investigation since the Hill¬ 
side Strangler case in the late 1970s. 
The sheriff's department is coordi¬ 
nating the investigation with five 
other police agencies in the subur¬ 
ban communities where the killer is 
believed to have struck. 

More than 50 detectives from the 
six agencies are working on the 
case, said Hinkle. 

Authorities again received a sub¬ 
stantial number of tips from tele¬ 
phone callers yesterday, but 
reported no new leads in the 
investigation. 

The suspect is thought to be an 
Angld 0rlusri*nfe)& id 30 years old 
t O 'fiwt 'tyi.Ndskd on 


' Emelie said the neighborhood is Los Angeles police Capt. Walt 
stunned. "The shock of what hap- Mitchell of the Devonshire division 
pened — we still can’t get over it," said his officers have distributed 1 
she said. “We can’t sleep. We thousands of fliers with an artist’s 
haven't been in our bedroom since sketch of the stalker and his 
that night Now we have slumber description, 
parties in our neighborhood be- "The way we're attempting to 
cause we are all afraid." deal with that is to make sure' 

Don added, "I want people to people know we're looking for this 


I 1 make sure he knows we’re 
_ ifor him,” he said. 
fy Night Stalker is being 
, tf-for one crime in the Devon- 
jdrea, Mitchell said. “But one's 


catch the guy, let’s get back to^g* 
living.” . j;:toL 

Emelie said, “My son, he’s 17, an*®’ 

6-foot-3 and 195 pounds, he won’t g«t;' 
out. He sits in a chair with $$ 
baseball bat in his hands." too many," he said. 

Bob Wilson, the neighbor who Residents also took the oppor- 
discovered the body after the little tunity to plug Neighborhood 
boy came to his house, said he and Watch. Chuck Mason, co-chairman 
his neighbors have a gnawing fear, of the Granada Hills Neighborhood 
“What freedoms are there?" he Watch, claimed the program was 
asked. "You feel you have to be largely responsible for a 32 percent 
home before dark — and you don’t drop in crimes such as robbery, 
sleep until it’s light again. I’ve been burglaries and assaults, 
exhausted at work. I come home at Mason said the wave of crimes 
noon to check on the house." attributed to the Night Stalker 
About 50 miles west in Granada makes neighborhood watches even 
Hills, residents saw an artist’s more important, 
sketch of the stalker during a 

.- • - - ----- Herald suit writer John Fleck 

contributed to this story. 
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■ Sunday whel 


have 

-•ah ’W-y&r-old 


.Wdmab.yias raped*id be* San 
• Gabriel’homo,; though sheriff's in- 
Vwigators 'IjuH ^indicated “ some 
‘floBbt as to-wl)«Bet 'K>3s the 
nMghfcStJllker. tf-.-wWV. ’ iF „ 

. 1 ^DuHilg ihe Dlaftiond Babvmeet- 
;„iog,,ma5y ;of, the 50'ppopls who 

are" lerrlffedbecause. they arc 

> killed| in, this- *ries of 

* fTnbse killings cattk go On?' said 
attorney Paul Horcher, one of the 
six members of the Diamond Bar 
municipal advisory council who 
called the meeting last night. 

Sheriff's Capt. Don Webster of 
the Industry station told the resi¬ 
dents he is intensly concerned 
about these crimes. 

“I drove by that house this 
afternoon," he said. “There I sat 
and pondered the same question. 
Why this house? Of all the houses 
here, what drew this person to this 
residence? It was a random selec¬ 
tion, but the common thread with 
all the killings was the presence of 
an open window or an open door." 

“If something seems strange to 
you, call us,” he pleaded. “I’d rather 
come out five or six times and meet 
a Fuller brush salesman or a TV 
repairman than miss a chance to 
catch this guy." 

Webster told the people there to 
practice dialing 911 in the dark. 

Don and Emelie Ledesma, neigh¬ 
bors of the Abowath family, said 
they have established a trust fund 
at a local Security Pacific Bank 
branch for the surviving wife and 
two children. 

Don Ledesma’s voice was laced 
with emotion when he recalled the 
reaction of Abowath's 3-year-old 
son, Aamer. 

“The little boy went to Bob 
Wilson’s house and asked for help 
that morning,” said Ledesma. “In 
his 3-year-old understanding he said 
his parents weren’t feeling well. We 
sat with the boy at his father's 
funeral. In his understa n di n g, he 
thinks his father is sleeping.” 
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Sheriff’s Sgt. Frank Salerno, the 

lead detective in the so-c.'Jlcd ' 

“Valley Intruder” case, is every- /,■ 

body’s idea of a good homicide cop. & 

“You don’t want this guy follow- 
ing you,” said one former sheriff’s 

investigator. “Sooner or later, he’s -V 

“He’S j.S .food as you can geW* ■■• 
added SStefi'iSve Sgt. Bill WfcHa#». ..-^ljjfMWHSsS-i:^ 

of the Lbs Angeles Police Depart- §p$| 

The 46-year-old Salerno, who Sg S Hfe^iV- 
joined the Sheriff’s Department in ?> • 

1961, has “worked homicide" for ; f ' 
almost 10 years. He has tracked 

down the flimsiest of clues in cases s «■ 

almost nobody remembers and, a ! ^ LUB as / Los Angeles Tunes 

few years back, played a key role in 

an investigation few c»n.fbrget— : Sgt. Frank Salerno 

—the notorious 

case, the sex slayings of. 19 Jeung, slips through unlocked doors and 
women and girls in 19 f %^P^Iy; windows before dawn to attack his 
Salerno’s latest victims as they sleep. At least six 

scribed as a curly hacedraaft killings and 15 rapes, beatings and 
stained, widely gapj^'tjSSK-S&fc kidnapings in the San Gabriel and 









■'* *. 

flog Angeles Slimes __ 

COP: Veteran Detective Leads Search for Killer 

;; handle on what kind of psychologi¬ 
cal profile he has. . . .Thediversi- 
makes it tough and then when 
you throw in random victims, 
which are the most difficult of 
cases to solve, you’ve really got 
your hands full." 

Already, Salerno, his partner, Gil 
Carrillo, and the other 20 to 25 
sheriff's investigators assigned to 
the case are working marathon 
shifts, sifting through myriad piec¬ 
es of information. 

Salerno is coming close to dupli¬ 
cating the seven-day weeks he 
worked for months during the 
Strangler investigation, but he says 
he is just one of many working 
those same grueling hours. 

Investigators, he said, “are run- i 
ning out of shoe leather. . . . It’s ; 
just good old-fashioned police work , 
where people are going out knock- ! 

cross-indexed and obvious connec- . ing on doors and talking to people, 

tions, at least in the case of Bianchi, Salerno said. “You have different methods of ^ t s l yP e of work that isn’t 

were missed. “You learn as you go along,” he reporting, of handling evidence, of shown on television. ... It takes 

Bianchi, for example, was inter- said of the Strangler investigation, interviewing,” Salerno said. “You lon S er than 60 minutes plus corn- 

viewed by investigators on sepa- “I think naturally because of the have to try and overcome that. . . mercials.” 

rate occasions, but each time the amount of information that came in to make sure nothing falls Exhausting hours or not, Salerno 

questioning officers were unaware on that case, mistakes are going to through.” • clearly loves the work and the 

that Bianchi had crossed their path be made. . . . You learn from your But even with streamlined tech- challenge, 
h^or®- mistakes.” niques, he said, the Intruder case A solid six-footer, he looks and 

There were so many ‘clue "No doubt about it," Salerno , may not be easily solved. He said acts the part of a veteran detective, 

clowns, I think they called them,” added. "One of the major (im- the investigation may prove even He is slow-talking, deliberate and 

complained Katherine Mader, a provements) is cross-indexing. m0 re complex than other serial cool-headed, 

defense attorney for Angelo Buono, # We’re trying to accomplish more killings, including the Hillside A family man, Salerno aban- 

the second Hillside Strangler killer. correlation and exchange of infor- Strangler case. The motivations of doned college for police work "way 

‘ Bianchi was interviewed three mation between the various, agen- this killer are harder to pin down. back in medieval (times).” It’s a 

times by different law enforcement cies that are working. It’s almost a “Whenever you work a case, decision he says he has never 

officers and gave statements that daily contact between the investi- either a serial case or one that takes regretted, 

were never Mowed up on. . . . gators, and also meetings and a lengthy period of time, the inves- “What appealed to me is it would 

They (the task force) would parcel briefings.” tigator develops in his own mind be an exciting job," he said. “You 

out clues, but they wouldn t have The fact that so many, police the type of individual he is looking weren't tied to any one spot and 

. agencies are involved poses prob- for,” Salerno said. you dealt with people. ... I want 

lems that go beyond exchanging "This is a much more complex to stay right here. I want this case 
^^6^f«dsS r !ndexed, massive amounts of information. individual as far as trying to get a solved. . .soon.” 


Continued from Page 1 

Already, investigators have re¬ 
ceived more than 1,000 leads and 
tips to check, ranging from the 
caller who sighted a stranger re¬ 
sembling a composite sketch of the 
killer to the tipster who named a 
friend as a possible suspect. 

A major flaw in the massive 
Hillside Strangler probe was that 
too often such information was not 
shared and that some investigators 
were not fully informed, those 
close to the case said. 

At the height of that exhaustive 
investigation, a task force that 
swelled to 162 officers from the Los 
Angeles and Glendale police de¬ 
partments and the Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment was established to track 
down the more than 10,000 clues 
that surfaced. Although the infor¬ 
mation gathered was fed into a 
computer, the data was not 


County Posts $10,000 Reward 
for Infom^dte 

The Los Angeie-'i€oy4ty' Jjijartvef Supervisors offered a $10,000 
reward Tuesday far htfomatfo:* iAadu^th drest and 

conviction of the s6*!e^!ed:Val!4iy InWidft-, burned for at least 
6—and possibly rrihny 18--sliyih&? aad at least 15 rapes, 
beatings and kidmpingd in the Sim a;; :fan Fernando 

h&veoccurred, problem” that 

Police and the killer 

enters homesthrough open windows and unlocked doors, attacking 
victims while they sleep. 

The male suspect is described as thin, at least 6 feet tall, between. 
25 and 30 years of age, with brown curly hair. Witnesses say 
he has stained front teeth that are widely gapped. 
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. but no other place would take her cats 

“All her relatives '•Aexe always her residence to be fed. 
telling her to get out of there, but When no one answered the door, 
no apartments would take her cats. Irby and other neighbors came over 
She had a lot of cats. And she and found Emanuele’s car open and 
Mary Emanuele had lived on the couldn’t afford a new house,” said her purse on the front seat. 

1400 block of West 85th Street for her nephew, Anthony Emanuele, "The front door was ajar but 
more than 50 years and, though she 61. with a chain across it. We called in 

had been burglarized three times She had never married and but there was no answer. Then we 
recently, stayed because she worked for 35 years in the May Co. knew something was wrong be- 
couldn't find an apartment that customer service department. Ac- cause she had just gone in. She had 
would allow her to keep her cats, cording to neighbors, she came gotten sick before, and she always 
On Tuesday night, police found home every night at 6 p.m. and fed told us to check on her,” Irby said, 
the 71-year-old woman murdered, her cats. Los Angeles police Detective 

apparently strangled when she re- Neighbor Raleigh Irby, 40. said Paul Mize said the murderer proba- 
turned from work around 6 p.m. that he saw Emanuele come home bly entered through a forced side 
and surprised a burglar in her Tu$$$$|tg@vening. His daughter, window, but there are no witnesses 
house. Jej|p|M|hen took a kitten over to knd no suspects. 

ill! Ik 


□y David Cloud 


Herald staff writer 


Mary Emaaaete 

Had been burglarized before 


Robert Talcott elected head of 
Board of Police Commissioners 


tion of various conflicts. The con¬ 
flicts included the use of 
controversial chokeholds by offi¬ 
cers and questions about the de- 
Los Angeles lawyer Robert Tal- partment’s now-defunct spy unit, 
cott was elected president of the the Public Disorder Intelligence 
city’s Board of Police Commission- Division. 

ers yesterday, a move expected to Yslas served as president for 
maintain the panel’s status quo. three years. 

The 52-year-old Talcott was the The main issue pending before 
unanimous choice of the five-mem- the commission involves the depart- 
ber commission to replace Stephen ment’s deployment policies. 

Yslas as president. Lawyer Barbara The controversy over deploy- 
Schlei, 52, was elected vice presi- ment centers around competing 
dent. claims by residents of various parts 

Talcott, appointed to the com- of the city that there are not 
mission by Mayor Tom Bradley in enough officers in their neighbor- 
August 1984, said he does not plan hoods. 

any changes in the board’s opera- Talcott said that while the solu¬ 
tion or approach to issues. tion to the problem might be morf 

In the last year under Yslas, the money for more officers, that may, 
commission's relationship with the not be the only answer. “It may be 
police department has been an more money, or it may be th§ 
amicable one following the resolu- distribution of existing money.” i 


By John Fleck 


Herald staff writer 
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locks," and husbands are buying guns for 
wives as residents react to a possible serial 
killer who seems more fearsome because he 
attacks in the home .and without a discerni¬ 
ble pattern, police say. 

'It’s not like reading in the paper that it's 
happening back East," Detective Edward 
Winter of the Arcadia Police Department 
said. “When it starts happening in your 
town it makes you stop and think about it 
That’s what our citizens are doing. 

"We hear a lot of people say Tm not 
sleeping well. I’m scared to death. I want to 
get an alarm.’ I can’t say it’s quite a panic, 
but people are concerned.” 

“We’re getting more calls from people 
who notice things,” Lt. Joseph Santoro, 
commander of the community relations and 
crime prevention bureau of the Monterey 
Park Police, said. “In th,e past they might 
have rationalized what they saw and not 
called us." 

Santoro said the police are doing 15 to 25 
inspections daily for people who want to 
know if their homes are properly secured. 
They normally do eight to 10. The polices^ 
also receiving about three calls a day fr 
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Merchants Report Upsurge in Sale of Firearms 
and Locks as News of Serial Murders Spreads 

A Fearsome Intruder Has 
San Gabriel Valley in Uproar 


By GARY LIBMAN 

A San Gabriel-area nurse is livid at the 
"Valley Intruder.” 

"I have two guns in the house," she said. 
"If he came to the doOr, I'd kill him." 

In fact San Gabriel Valley residents are so 
upset by the killer who enters unlocked 
homes at night and may be responsible for 
six slayings and 15 rapes, beatings and 
kldnapings in the San Gabriel and San 
Fernando valleys that they refuse to give 
their names in interviews. 

A Monrovia man says that every night at 
1 a.m. he wakes his 1 tyear-old daughter and 
drives to pick up his wife at the restaurant 
where she works. Since the killings became 
known, his wife is afraid to walk alone the 
few feet from the restaurant to the lot where 
she parks. 

, Locking Selves in Bedroom 

An Alhambra woman says that when her 
husband goes to work each night she and 
her 3-year-old daughter shut the windows 
and lock themselves in the bedroom. 

"I have a phone and a bathroom," she 
said. "So there’s no need to come out." 

A' Monrovia professor recently moved his 
daughter from a downstairs to an upstairs 
apartment In that city, while a South 
Pasadena bartender says that In her bunga¬ 
low complex one of the seven women over 
65 stays up each nlght-o(-the-wcok to watch 
for the Intruder. 

People are "buying the hell out of window 


people who want to form neighborhood 
watches. Before the murders, calls for new 
watch groups had been rare. 

The San Gabriel-area nurse said she is 
particularly angry at the intruder "because 
you're not even safe in your own home. It 
feels like a violation of privacy even though 
you haven't been accosted. 

"I’ve heard he's carrying a gun and I don't 
know if it's true," she said, "but mine (a 


7 have a strong sense of person 
and property and a shortfuse 
when they’re violated. ’ 


.12-gauge shotgun and a .44-caliber mag¬ 
num pistol) are loaded My profession is 
healing, but I have a very strong sense of 
person and property and a short fuse when 
they’re violated” 

The attacks have cut across all age and 
sex lines. 

The professor, wearing shorts while visit¬ 
ing an Arcadia shopping mall, said he moved 
to Los Angeles about 10 years ago, at the 
time of the Hillside Strangler. 

“It was very fearful to us and our 
daughters, who were teen-agers," he said. 

"But this seems even more horrendous 


LORI SHEPLER 

Lock sales are up in response .to the "Valley Intruder" crimes. Here, Steve 
Broten, Arcadia hardware store manager, helps Cindy Wallace make a choice. 


because of the fact that this person goes into 
people’s homes. He's going into your sanc¬ 
tuary, your private place. That’s very 
frightening to me, and he's doing it in such a 
diabolical way. 

"He’s not striking the same way twice and 
he’s making it very difficult for the police, 
I’m sure.” 

The burly Monrovia man who picks up his 
wife after work, wearing jeans and a T-shirt 
and sipping a beer at an Arcadia bar, said 
that when his two dogs bark while he sleeps 
at night ‘1 get my hockey stick and prowl 
the house. 

“If you hear noise and you don’t wake up 
and wonder about it (in this situation), 
something's wrong with you,” he said. 

"I used to have the windows open at night 
because I don't have air conditioning. Now I 
get home and open the windows and I get all 
the air I can and then shut them. At about 
3-.30 it’s so hot you’re choking.” 

An Alhambra office worker said that her 
husband used to work part time at night but 
'$£gped because she was petrified to be 
i I Please see INTRUDER, Page 18 




















18 Part V/Thursday, August 15,1985 



INTRUDER: Valley in Uproar 


Continued from Page 1 
alone. “I used to come home (and 
relax),” she said. “Now I come 
home and check all the rooms. 

"During the summer when my 
husband would go off to work at 
night I used to leave the back door 
and the windows open. Now I’ll sit 
in the house sweating but I won’t 
open those doors. I’ll sit in front of a 
fan and go wet my head. 

“I was so scared that I had my 
husband buy me a stun gun,” she 
said. The gun shoots two electrical¬ 
ly charged darts that enter the skin 
and immobilize the body. 

Turner’s Sporting Goods in West 
Covina reported an increase in gun 
sales, but it was selling more than 
stun guns; it was doing a brisk 
trade in .12-gauge shotguns with 
an 18-inch barrel on sale at $149.99. 
This is a legal weapon, not "sawed 
off.” However, it is 10 inches 
shorter than the standard shotgun. 

“Husbands are getting them for 
their wives,” store manager Mike 
Battistoni said. “A lot of husbands 
are not home at night. 

“Handguns have a 15-day wait¬ 
ing period before you can pick 
them up. You can take the rifle Or 
shotgun home the same day. . . . 
They also want a gun that’s easy to 
use. . . . With a shotgun, you’ve 
just got to point.” 

Meanwhile, Fowler’s Sport Cen¬ 
ter in Pasadena reported increased 


sales of .22- and .25-caliber pistols. 

Police, observing these sales, 
cautioned that gun buyers should 
know how to use them. 

“And if you decide you have to 
use it, you have to be absolufeksp 
sure to use it for a good reasoi||l|§ 
protection of your life or somp|p' ; 
else’s,” Lt. Santoro said. *' ; 

"You don’t want to shoot an 
innocent person. You have to live 
with that the rest of your life.” 

In addition to guns, residents are 
also seeking protection by buying 
more window and door locks. 

Steve Broten, general manager 
of Ace Hardware in Arcadia, said 
he couldn’t keep enough window 
locks in stock, and Roger Weiss, 
manager of Builders Emporium in 
Temple City, said customers had 
made a run on window and door 
locks, particularly dead bolts. Ole’s 
Home Center in Pasadena also 
ordered more window and door 
locks to keep up with sales. 

Those sales reflect the bizarre 
nature of the recent crimes. 

“I trust my husband to take care 
of me, but I’m not even safe with 
him (now),” the Alhambra office 
. worker said. "I was talking to some 
lady at a nightclub. She said, ‘Don’t 
worry. He’s not after you. He’s only 
after single women.’ 

“I said, ‘Bull. He’s after whoever 
he can get. He’s just taking anyone 
at random. As long as he can get 
into your house.’ ” 






Detectives Link 
7th Slaying 
to ‘Intruder’ 

By DAVID FREED, 

Times Staff Writer 

The March 17 fatal shooting of a 
Monterey Park woman has been 
linked to a series of six other recent 
slayings believed committed by the 
so-called “Valley Intruder,” au¬ 
thorities said Wednesday. 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Lt. 
Dick Walls said the killing of 
Tsal-lian Yu, 30, came about an 
hour after another woman, Dayle 
Okazaki, 35, was found shot to 
death in her condominium in Rose¬ 
mead, about three miles away. 

Witnesses told authorities that a 
man walked up and shot Yu shortly 
before midnight as her car paused 
at a stop sign in the 500 block of 
Alhambra Avenue. The assailant 
drove away in another car. 

“Based on the proximity to (the) 
Okazaki (murder) and the time of 
day it occurred, there are strong 
indications that (Yu’s death) is 
connected to the others” in the 
intruder series. Walls said. “We’re 
looking at everything and anything 
to see if it’s related." 

The lieutenant declined to pro¬ 
vide additional details. 

Detectives believe that Okazaki's 
slaying may have been the first in 
the series, which is being investi¬ 
gated by a six-agency law enforce¬ 
ment task force. 

Okazaki’s roommate, a 35-year- 
old woman, escaped after being 
Please see INTRUDER,.Page 2 
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accosted and shot in the hand as | 
she returned home. Investigators 
said that the roommate hid behind 
a bush until the intruder left and 
then rushed into the condominium 
to find Okazaki dead on the kitchen 
floor. 

Detectives have speculated that j 
the intruder—a thin, curly haired 
man who sneaks through unlocked 
windows and doors to attack his 
sleeping victims—may be respon¬ 
sible for as many as a dozen 
slayings and 15 rapes, beatings and 
kidnapings this year, most in the 
San Fernando and San Gabriel 
valleys. 

With Yu’s death, seven murder 
cases and a non-fatal assault—in 
which a 16-year-old girl was blud¬ 
geoned in her Sierra Madre 
home—are now “definitely” linked 
to the same assailant, according to 
the task force. 
















Shooting death linked to series of attacks 


By LAURA NICHOLSON 
Staff Writer 

A seventh person, who was dragged 
from her car and shot March 17, was 
added to a killer’s list of victims Wed¬ 
nesday when sheriff’s deputies official¬ 
ly linked the death of a Monterey Park 
woman to the attacks and murders that 
have terrified residents of the San 
Gabriel and San Fernando valleys. 

The shooting, not previously includ¬ 
ed among crimes believed to have been 
committed by the same person, oc- 

4 




curfed just about an hour after Dayle 
Okazaki, the first of the confirmed vic¬ 
tims, was silled In her Rosemead con¬ 
dominium, said LL Dick Walls of the 
Sheriff’s Information Bureau. 

“Thay've decided that there are 
enough similarities to think it is con¬ 
nected,” Walls said. “Y/e’re going to 
confirm that if. is the seventh." 

Tsal-lian Yu, 30, was dragged from 
her car in the 500 block of Alhambra 
Avenue in Monterey Park about 11:45 
p.m. March 17. She was shot repeatedly 

O G- / 1 - GJ" _ _ 


before the killer fled in another car. 

Okazaki, 34, who lived just two miles 
away, also was shot to death. 

Walls would not say what other simi¬ 
larities led detectives to believe Yu was 
a victim of the man believed to have 
bludgeoned, shot or slashed six others. 

The trail of victims that may be con¬ 
nected to the assailant started with the 
murder of Okazaki and stretches from 
Monterey Park to Arcadia, Monrovia, 
Sun Valley and Diamond Bar, officials 
have said. 


The assaults are among about 30 in 
the San Gabriel and San Fernando val¬ 
leys now under investigation by a spe¬ 
cial task force. 

Law enforcement officials are 
pleased that heightened publicity 
through the media has made people 
aware of the danger, Wall said. 

A task force of some 50 officers has 
been hunting for the killer that depu- 

Plcasc see ATTACKS, 
• Back page, this section 



Attacks: March shooting 
death linked to others 


‘ Continued from Page A-l 

ties call ‘‘The Valley Intruder” 
because he enters homes where 
doors and windows have been 
left unlocked. 

Descriptions of the assailants 
in the series of attacks have 
varied, but generally depict a 
person about 6-feet tall with 
wavy brown hair and stained, 
gapped teeth. 

“There’s hardly a case ever 
where two witnesses will agree 
on what they saw,” Walls said to 
explain the discrepancies. 

That is part of the problem 
investigators deal with in trying 
to solve cases, he said. 

In Monrovia Wednesday, offi¬ 
cials still were trying to piece 
together clues in a woman’s 


report that she was attacked by 
a scissor-wielding assailant 
Monday night. 

Two investigators have I 
worked round the clock trying 
to get information on the al¬ 
leged attack but have no strong 
evidence that the incident is 
involved with any of the other 
attacks, said Lt. Robert Page of 
the Monrovia Police Depart¬ 
ment. 

“Because of the circumstanc¬ 
es and because of the accusa¬ 
tions made, we took this thing 
seriously,” Page said. 

Law enforcement agencies 
throughout the area have added 
patrols, held community meet¬ 
ings and followed about 1,000 
leads since news of the attacks 
spread. 
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Experts’ problem: many 
rapes still are unrepbrted 


Cpaanusd tf«a Pago A-l 

takes place at some hospitals 
ami in the courts, Ms. Coffey 
said, but it varies at different 
hospitals, and the courts have 
improved in some aspects. 

At least in Los Angeles Coun¬ 
ty, the sexual past of the victim 
is not relied upon solely as evi¬ 
dence for dismissal as heavily as 
it was in the past, said a hotline 
staff member. 

Other aspects of the courts 
have not improved as measur¬ 
ably. 

"Often when a rapist is con¬ 
victed, the woman doesn’t feel 
the sentence is severe enough,” 
Ms. Coffey said. 

The sentencing structure for 
sex crime offenders varies de¬ 
pending on the number of as¬ 
sailants involved, on whether a 
weapon is actually used or used 
to threaten the victim and on the 
number of charges attached, 
said Robecca Omen of the Los 
Angeles County district attor¬ 
ney’s sexual assault unit 

A convicted rapist, in general, 
may be sentenced to three, six 
or eight years, and that also can 
vary depending on the number 
of charges filed — almost al¬ 
ways more than the initial rape 
charge is made. 


Other charges can include 
sodomy, battery, oral copula¬ 
tion, and kidnap (transporting 
the rape victim), according to 
Ms. Omen and others who work 
with rape victims. 

"The legislature has recog¬ 
nized the severity of this crime," 
she said, adding that violent sex 
crimes have the largest number 
of rules by which the criminal is 
sentenced. 

‘‘Sex crime cases are among 
the most difficult to set up be¬ 
cause there are so many sen¬ 
tencing variables," Ms. Omen 
said. 

The other primary reason for 
the large number of unreported 
•rapes stems from guilt and so¬ 
cial pressure. 

“They just don't want their 
family and friends to know 
they've been raped,” Ms. Coffey 
explained. 

Ms. Coffey referred to figures 
from the California Department 
of Justice, Bureau of Criminal 
Statistics, for Los Angeles Coun¬ 
ty in 1981. 

Although the state estimates 
one out of 10 rapes are report¬ 
ed, Ms. Coffey said the hotline 
advocates handle a larger ratio 
of unreported crimes because of 
the number of women who call 


and never report the crime. 

Going by th\ estimate for 
1981, more than' 50,000 rapes 
took place in Los Angeles Coun¬ 
ty alone that year. 

For the entire state in 1983, 
the total number of forcible 
rape crimes reported barely 
tpped 8,000 with nearly 4,000 
reports of attempts to commit 

T«. of some 12,000 cases 
reported in 1983, only a little 
morethan 10 percent ended in 
the judicial system with some 
kind of a conviction. 

In the 1981 state report on 
Los Angeles County, the num¬ 
ber of rapes reported was 5,371, 
and of those, 1,395 adult felony 
arrests and 267 juvenile felony 
arrests were made. Out of that 
30 percent, 667 complaints were 
filed by the district attorney, 
just about 40 percent. 

Of the 1,662 arrests made, 
only 426 rapists were convicted 
on felony charges. 

One rape victim advocate said 
it's like an unwritten rule: if the 
rape victim is still alive and has 
no sign of cuts or bruises, the 
case almost always is thrown out 
of court or it never makes it 
there. 

Next: Alternatives to the crimi¬ 
nal justice system. 
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John Pankratz, California Egg Commission spokesman, was at San's fcmk fashion 
Park in Arcadia recently to help promote the state’s extremely larg* iffckistry. 

Egg producers use giant carton 
to introduce new quality seal 
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Valley Intruder 
Assaults Two in 
Orange County 


By BILL BILLITER 

and MARK LANDSBAUM, 

Times Staff Writers 

A serial killer linked to 14 slay- 
fe^s in California struck in Mission 
"Viejo early Sunday, shooting a 
sleeping man in the head and 
raping his girlfriend, investigators 
for the Orange and Los Angeles 
county sheriff's departments said. 

The early morning attack, which 
left the man in critical condition, 
occurred in the 24400 block of 
Chrisanta Drive in Mission Viejo. 
As in most other crimes attributed 
to the so-called Valley Intruder or 
Night Stalker, the residence is a 
single-story home in a peaceful, 
middle-class suburb close to a 
freeway. 

“Due to evidence found at the 
scene, we definitely believe this is 
the Night Stalker,” Orange County 
sheriff's spokesman Lt. Dick Olson 
said in a statement. 

Manages to Escape 

Officers said the intruder entered 
the house as the couple slept. The 
woman awoke to gunshots, officers 
said, and then was sexually as¬ 
saulted. She was tied up but man¬ 
aged to escape and summon police 
after the assailant left. 

Investigators would not release 
the names of the victims but said 
both are 29. Neighbors identified 
the shooting victim as Bill Carnes, 
who works for a business machine 
company in southern Orange 
County. 

Carnes was in critical condition 
late Sunday at Mission Community 
Hospital after emergency surgery 
for a gunshot wound, a hospital 
spokesman said. The woman was 
taken to Saddleback Community 
Hospital in Laguna Hills, where 
she was treated and released. 

The assailant has been called the/ 
Valley Intruder because most/’of 
the crimes attributed to hi^?f oc¬ 
curred in the San Gabriel and San 
Fernando valleys. Law enforce- 
Please see INTRUDER, Page 3 













INTRUDER: Serial Killer Assaults Couple in Orange County 


Continued from Page 1 

ment officials believe the series began in 
March and includes 21 assaults. The vic¬ 
tims have been shot, stabbed and beaten. 
Sunday morning’s assault was the first in 
Orange County and only the second outside 
of the suburban Los Angeles valleys. 

The last confirmed attack was Aug. 17 in 
the Lakeside District of San Francisco, 
where the assailant fatally shot a man and 
critically wounded the man's wife. Officers 
speculated a few days later that the killer 
might again head back to Southern Califor¬ 
nia. 

‘Proves He Is Back’ 

Los Angeles County sheriffs Deputy 
Sam Jones said Sunday, "This proves he is 
back in the Southland." 

Similarities between the Mission Viejo 
case and the method of operation in the 
previous crimes prompted immediate con¬ 
tacts between the Orange County Sheriffs 
Department and the 50-member Valley 
I 1 Intruder task force set up by the Los 
I Angeles County Sheriffs Department At 
about 2:30 p.m. Sunday, both departments 
confirmed the link. 

At 2:40 a.m. the Orange County Sheriffs 
Department received a call on the 911 


emergency line from a woman who said her 
boyfriend had been shot Olson said. When 
deputies and paramedics arrived, the wom¬ 
an said she had been "awakened by 
gunshots in the house this morning, and 
that when she woke up there was a male 
intruder in the house, in the room, and that 
he grabbed her and sexually assaulted 
her,” Olson said. 

"He then tied her up. And then he 
appeared to have gone through the house. 
He eventually left, and when he left she 
was able to get loose and call the emergen¬ 
cy line.” 

Olson said the woman was so distraught 
that she could not give a clear description 
of her attacker. Olson declined to release 
any description the woman was able to 
give. 

The Valley Intruder has been described 
as 6 feet tall, slender, 25 to 30 years old, 
with curly hair and stained, gapped teeth. 

Investigators have said he usually leaves 
a distinctive, but not publicly disclosed, 
trademark at the scene of his crimes. He 
also has twice left a scrawled message—the 
exact wording has not been disclosed—on 
walls of victims’ homes. 

Tm not aware of anything along those 
lines,” Olson said of the Mission Viejo case. 


The Valley Intruder usually enters by 
forcing a screen on an open window or 
door. Olson declined to say how the Mission 
Viejo attacker entered. But a 3-by-4-foot 
screen, which was bent as if it had been 
pried off a window, was found on the 
ground outside the house. 

Most of the Valley Intruder’s victims 


‘All of us leave our windows 
open. Who would think 
this could happen in this 
area?’ 


were living in homes painted in shades of 
yellow—and the Orange County attack 
occurred in a yellow house. 

The house was cordoned off Sunday as 
investigators combed it for clues. Two cars 
parked in the driveway bore North Dakota 
license plates. 

Frightened neighbors along the 24400 
block of Chrisanta Drive buzzed with 
speculation at midday Sunday as they tried 


to piece together what had occurred. 

Few neighbors had gotten to know Bill 
Carnes, a former resident of North Dakota 
who. they said, had bought the home about 
six months ago. Few of them knew any¬ 
thing about the woman. 

However, his next-door neighbor, Jim 
Brafford, 35, an engineer at Burroughs 
Corp. in Mission Viejo, worked in the same 
office as Carnes. ‘1 know Bill, he's a heck of 
a nice guy,” Brafford said, adding that 
Carnes works in product assurance and 
support at the computer fum . « • 

Brafford and his wife,.^hei!a / 
home and planned to mov^'t'r.SFrWfe- W 
a home they are buying. But after Sandifr fc. 
attack, "my wife wants- 
Brafford said. "My wife 
with this thing.” »* r ! V’ 1 '' 

“We were wondering wh>‘,G£m$ir 
us,” said Brafford, holdii^his«2*^^f-fe3‘ 
daughter, Jessica. * r ' 

Like many neighbors, the Braffords had 
kept some windows open on the sultry 
Saturday night. 

"I was up until 11 trying to get the air 
conditioner fixed,” Brafford said. "But we 
didn’t hear or see anything until the 
sheriffs (deputies) came over at8 (a.m.).” 
"All of us leave our windows open,” said 


Diane Cox, who with her husband and two 
children lives across the street. "Who 
would think this could happen in this 
area?” 

"I’m shocked.” she said. “Here’we were 
last night with the windows open because 
of the heat It’s real scary.” 

Cox, who has lived on Chrisanta Drive 
for 13 years, said that as soon as she heard 
of the attack she felt the Valley Intruder 
had struck again, "and that’s real frighten¬ 
ing." 

jlleard Woman Crying 

„/*We will put additional locks on our 
j&>ors,” she said. "The police said to keep 
•blir dog in the house at night.” 

. \*A few doors away an elderly woman, 
who asked that she not be identified, said 
.j§ie heard a woman crying in the street 
•atjout 2 a.m., but “I didn’t go out." The 
ivoman placed no particular significance on 
the crying because "it was Saturday 
night,” and there had been a party on the 
street earlier in the evening, she said. 

The party, which included adults and 
children, had been at the Braffords and 
broke up at about 10 p.m., Jim Brafford 
said. He said neither Carnes nor the woman 
attended. 
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Obscene phone 
caSler caught 
with pants down 

Associated Press 

An obscene phone caller in 
Gardena dialed a woefully 
wrong number — 911 — seem¬ 
ingly unaware that all calls to 
that emergency line are traced, 
officials said. 

A dispatcher who answered 
the 911 line about 3:30 a.m. 
Tuesday hung up after she was 
greeted by a slew of lewd lan¬ 
guage. This happened twice 
more before the dispatcher de¬ 
cided to keep the man on the 
line as the 911 system’s comput¬ 
er automatically traced the call 
to its source. 

When two officers arrived at 
the booth, the caller dropped 
the phone and ran through a 
parking lot. Officers pursued 
him and captured a man they 
later identified as George 
Neale. 21. of Gardena. 


", 'Night Stalker’coverage 

■ I listened the other night to a TV 

._ commentator speak out against the way the 

press was handling the story of the “Night 
- Stalker." I think many people will agree that this 
mobster is being made a celebrity. However, 

• { reports of his crimes -r- their effect on people 
r 3 and the frustration of the police — are important 

u news items. 

I often wonder how a conscientious reporter 
handles the fine line between news that will help 
the public and news that is only sensational and 
' will sell papers. I am getting tired of the 
V’ . expression: “The public has a right to know.” 

’ Yes, we do, if knowing certain things will give us 
> information we need to protect ourselves, or 
A - afford us peace of mind. If “knowing" simply 
1 ; means satisfying our morbid curiosity, I think that 

, the privacy and health of people should be 
considered before the gory, sensational details 
; are given out. 

• DOROTHY SUNDIN A 

<7- . Bell M 
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N iff hi Stalker 


in 



ission viejo 

Man shot, 


woman 

assaulted 

By BRANDON BAILEY 
and SELWYN EIBER 


Staff Writers 


MISSION VIEJO — The 
Night Stalker apparently has 
struck again, this time shooting 
a young man in his bedroom 
here and sexually assaulting his 
girlfriend early Sunday morn¬ 
ing, Orange County authorities 
said. 

A 29-year-old woman told 
sheriff's deputies she woke to 
the sound of gunshots sometime 
after midnight. An intruder shot 
her boyfriend in the head, then 
sexually assaulted the woman 
and left her tied up. 

William Cams, 29, was in crit¬ 
ical condition Sunday night at 
Mission General Hospital, 
where he underwent surgery for 
gunshot wounds in the head, 
authorities said. 

“Based on evidence that was 
found at the scene, we believe it 
was the Night Stalker,” Orange 
Counfy Sheriff’s Lt. Robert 
Benson said. 

Authorities declined to say 
what that evidence is. However, 
it appeared the intruder entered 
Caras' one-story house through 
a back window — in a manner 
similar to other Night Stalker 
attacks. 

Orange County detectives 
reached their conclusion after 
consulting with Los Angeles 
Sheriff’s detectives from the 
police task force assigned to the 
Night Stalker case, Benson said. 
The killer is believed responsi¬ 
ble for 13 slayings in Los An- 

S les County and one death in 
n Francisco. 

The last attack linked to the 
Night Stalker was the shooting 
death last weekend of an elderly 
San Francisco man, whose wife 


Please see STALKER, 
Page A-5 
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Stalker: Two in Mission Viejo 


attacked; case li 


Continued from Page A-1 

was also shot and beaten. Inves¬ 
tigators have said they do not 
know where the killer might be. 

Cams’ house in the 24400 
block of Chrisanta Drive, in 
Mission Viejo, though located in 
i a quiet suburban neighborhood, 
l sits on a main street less than a 
Imile from an offramp of the 
■Golden State (5) Freeway. The 
■freeway is a major route be- 
rtween San Francisco and San 
Diego, near the Mexican border. 

The attack in Mission Viejo, 
about 50 miles south of Los 
Angeles,, marks the first time 
the Night Stalker is believed to 
have struck in Orange County. 

In addition to the 14 previous 
killings, authorities believe the 
man may be responsible for 19 
other rapes, assaults and kid¬ 
nappings in the San Gabriel and 
San Fernando valleys of Los 
Angeles County. 

In many of the killings, inves¬ 
tigators believe the intruder 
entered through an unlocked 
door or window. Authorities 
declined to say how the attacker 
got inside Cams’ house, but a 
next-door neighbor said that 
detectives found a bent screen 
on the ground outside an open 
rear window. 

That window was the only one 



.others 


&BKMj I/sX" lisffl 

k 


left open as i 
combed throug 
Sunday aftemoo 
was placed insii 
.Department van, 

19, a neighbor. 

Cams’ girlfrie 
escape her bonds 
Sheriff’s Deparl 
a.m., Benson said. 

The woman wa.‘ 
shot, said Capt. Ji 
Orange County Sb 
ment. She was tr? 

Mission Commu 
and at Saddleba 
Laguna Hills be 
leased, hospital Si* 
said. ■■ 

Neighbors sai 
ran across the str, 
from a friend, wp 

her to the hospitj[_ 

declined to be interviewe 
Some items were stolen from 
Cams’ house, said authorities, 
who declined to say what was 
taken. 

“We’re not going to talk too 
much about the evidence we’ve 
found,” Guess said, citing con¬ 
cern that too much information 
was made public after the San 
Francisca assault. 

Sheriff Sherman Block of Los 
Angeles County had especially 
criticized San Francisco Mayor 
Dianne Feinstein and unidenti- 


e departments for 
g that ballistics tests 
ed the San Francisco 
others in the series, 
d the information 
the killer to get rid 
he used or otherwise 
habits and become 
ult to catch, 
s Angeles Sheriff’s 
nt had no official 
on Sunday’s case, 
ission Viejo is in the 
>unty Sheriff’s juris- 
id spokesmen for the 
s agency. 

artments are cooper¬ 
sharing information, 
ty Joe Garza, a Los 
eriff’s spokesman, 
attack left neighbors 
i Mission Viejo, an 
_ _ sidential community 
where violent crime is rare. 

“Just the night before last, I 
saw (a report about the Night 
Stalker) on the news and they 
were saying, ‘Close all your 
doors and windows.’ And I 
didn’t really think, you know, in 
Mission Viejo ...” Karp said. 

“We live right across the 
street and our window was 
open, so it’s kind of scary. We 
don’t understand how he picked 
thaiy£3||icular house,” said 
HeJ|j|p§iffith, another neigh- 
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’oliee schedule two 
ew town meetings 


In an effort to disseminate 
information related to recent 
homicides in Arcadia aand other 
cities and to provide home secu¬ 
rity and safety tips, the Arcadia 
Police Department will conduct 
two more town meetings. 

These will be held: 

— Aug. 21, Wednesday, at 
7:30 p.m. at Baldwin Stocker 
School, 422 W. Lemon Ave., 
Arcadia. gggu& 

— Aug. ||||||||ednesday, at 


7:30 p.m. at Foothill Junior 
High School, 171 E. Sycamore 

lf | | |«n vill answer questions 
an{ $lliii wil1 a ' so be displays 
whicndemonstrate certain types 
of locks and home securing de¬ 
vices. Literature on home safety 
will also be available. 

For further information, con¬ 
tact Officer Don Alcorn at 574-. A 
5474 ‘ '• 


Sierra Madre, California — Thursday. Auq. 1,1985 


No news on suspects in beatings 

Los Angeles County Sheriffs Deputy Lynda On June 28, Patty Higgins was bludgeoned 


Edmonds says there are no new developments to 
report from her office concerning leads of the sus¬ 
pect or suspects responsible for killings and/or 
beatings of women living in the upper San Gab¬ 
riel Valley during June and early July. 

“We are still checking leads but there is no 
additional information to report. We have no infor¬ 
mation that other such assaults similar to those 
have occurred in the area. There were similarities 
and dissimilarities in those reported,” Edmonds told 
The News Tuesday. 

Florence Lang and here sister, Mabel Bell, were 
found in their home in Monrovia June 1. Both had 
suffered many injuries and their home was ran¬ 
sacked. Mrs. Bell died two weeks ago of the in¬ 
juries sustained. 


in her upper body at her Naomi St. home in Ar¬ 
cadia. Her throat was also cut and she was dead 
when neighbors found her. 

On July 2, Mary Cannon was found dead in 
her Haven St. home in Arcadia. She had been 
bludgeoned in her upj^'tSsSdy and her throat was 
slit. Her home had bee'«?^Mcked. 

On July 5, a 16-yefiJ'#jifemaIe was bludgeoned 
in her upper body J5ijt her Arno St. home in Sierra 
Madre in the essxj saorning hours. She survived. 

On July 7, Joyce Nelson of Monterey Park 
was beaten to death on her upper body in her 
Arlight home. There was evidence of a burglary. 

Later that day a #ark women was 

to Page 10 
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No news on suspects 

Continued from Page I 1 

raped in her home and she survived. 

Arcadia Police Lti Larry Osiler told The News 
Tuesday morning that two separate incidents hap¬ 
pening in Arcadia iwe wests: ago are unrelated in 
nature and type from the incidents reported above. 

A woman observed a holdup at the Jack In 
ithe Box restaurant at Colorado and Rosemead, 
and followed the robbery vehicle. They shot at 
her when both vehicles were in the approximate 
location of Duarte and Baldwin in Arcadia. She 
swerved to miss the shots and was. in a minor 
auto accident. That ended her chase. Arcadia 
Police turned the file over to the sheriff’s depart¬ 
ment since the robbery did not occur in that town. 

Another incident that occurred that same eve¬ 
ning was at Santa Anita and Colorado in which 
shots were exchanged but no one was injured. 

Lt. Ostler said the cases were totally dissimilar j 
,o the other crimes happening in June and July in I 
.he upper San Gabriel Valley. I 
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? Stalker’ suspect cornered? 


BySELWYN EIBER 
Stud Writer 

Sheriff's deputies and local police 
departments were conducting a 
"house-to-house, block-to-block” 
search late Monday night and early 
today In San Marino for a possible 
suspect in a series of nighttime attacks 
and murders that have terrorized resi¬ 
dents of the San Gabriel and San Fer¬ 
nando valleys. 


The search was taking place in a two- 
block area around San Gabriel Boule¬ 
vard and Huntington Drive, an area on 
the border between county territory 
and San Marino. 

As part of the search, helicopters 
made tight, low passes over the San 
Gabriel Country Club about midnight, 
an eyewitness said. 

Sheriff's deputies and officers from 
San Marino, San Gabriel and Temple 


City, among others, were "going house 
to house, doing all the yards and knock¬ 
ing on doors,” Deputy Joe Garza said. 

As the ground search progressed, 
deputies in the helicopters used loud¬ 
speakers to urge frightened residents 
to lock their doors, a radio station 
reported. 

The search began after San Marino 
police attempted to stop a car in the 
area about 8:45 p.m. and the driver 


jumped out of the car and fled on foot, 
said Capt. Jack Yeske of the San Mari¬ 
no Police Department. 

Before the driver fled, a San Marino 
officer "saw enough of him that he 
thought he resembled the suspect" 
from composite drawings, Garza said. 
The suspect has been described as 6 
feet tall, 150 pounds with brown curly 
hair and stained, gapped teeth. 

'Yeske said there was evidence in the 


car that led police to believe the man 
who fled might be the suspect, but he 
wouldn't describe what police had 
found. 

Yeske speculated that the incident 
began as a result of an attempt by. offi¬ 
cers to make a routine stop. 

The driver pulled into the driveway 

Please see SEARCH, 
Page A-6 









Search: 'Night Stalker’ 
cornered by police? 
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Continued from Page A-l 

of the first house south of 
San Gabriel on Huntington 
before sprinting off into the 
neighborhood, Yeske said. 

The area was cordoned off 
and, in addition to police 
officers , four dog teams 
ed in to conduct the 

ear-old Alhambra 
ho was watching 
h, said, “I’m like 
y else. I’m worried. 
I’m very concerned.” The 
woman said- she had been 
carrying around a can of 
mace for protection the past 
two years, but recently 
“made sure I got a brand 
new can.” 

Dubbed the “Night Stalk¬ 
er” and the “Valley Intrud¬ 
er,” the suspect is believed 
to be responsible for as 


many as 30 assaults and 
murders over the past six 
months. Seven slayings, in¬ 
cluding bludgeonings and 
slashings, have been con¬ 
firmed by investigators as 
believed to have been com¬ 
mitted by the same person. 

The multi-agency task 
force investigating the kill¬ 
ing spree is the largest that 
has been mobilized in Los 
Angeles County since the 
Hillside Strangler case. 

Investigators have refused 
to say what characteristics 
link the murders they have 
confirmed as fitting the kill¬ 
er’s pattern. 

Another six or so murders 
may be related, officials 
have said. 

Staff writers Becky 
Bartindale and Brandon 
Bailey contributed to this 
report. 
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San Marino search for Stalker 9 proves falsi 


am 


Teen-ager fled 
from officers 

By BRANDON BAILEY 
Staff Wrller 

An intensive house-to-house search 
of a San Marino neighborhood became 
a false alarm Tuesday when a person 
police thought resembled the killer 
who has terrorized the San Gabriel 
Valley turned out to be a teen-ager who 
later surrendered to authorities. 

The youth turned himself in at 4 a.m. 
Tuesday, seven hours after fleeing 


police who stopped him Monday night 
for driving erratically and with an 
expired vehicle registration. 

The 17-year-old Monterey Park resi¬ 
dent told police he ran because he be¬ 
lieved he was wanted in connection 
with a trespassing charge filed in Juve¬ 
nile Court, Monterey Park Police Capt 
Robert Collins said. 

The search, aided by helicopters and 
dogs, was called off at 1 a m. when po¬ 
lice decided their cordon had failed to 
catch the young man. 

Three hours after the search ended, 
the teen-ager turned himself in at the 
Monterey Park police station, San 
Marino Police Capt. Jack Yeske said. 


“After their preliminary investiga¬ 
tion, (sheriff's homicide detectives) 
feel that the (teej-age) suspect is prob¬ 
ably not the one being sought after in 
the San Gabriel Valley murders," said 
Deputy John Broussard, a sheriff's 
department spokesman. 

A combined force of nearly 40 police 
officers and deputies began combing 
through two square blocks in San Mari¬ 
no Monday night, belt»fio« «J>hy might 
have cornered the s«pS.;t fc. the so- 
called "Night Stalker' 1 :-*,'^. 

A San Marino officer wist briefly saw 

Please see SEARCH, 
Page A-8 


Search alarms 
local residents 

By BRANDON BAILEY 

SUff Writer 

Helicopters with searchlights flew 
low over the San Marino neighborhood. 
Bullhorns instructed residents to stay 
inside, while armed men with dogs 
went from house to house. 

People huddled in their homes, 
peeked out windows and exchanged 
news and rumors by calling neighbors 
on the phone. 


"it was the urns! frightening thing in 
my life," a woman said Tuesday after¬ 
noon. "We were scared stiff." 

The woman, who did not want her 
name published, said she and her hus¬ 
band decided to spend the night away 
from home. They left about 11 p.m. 
Monday, two hours after police began 
searching their neighborhood for a 
man who, at that time, was considered 
a possible suspect in the so-called 
"Night Stalker" killings. 

"1 was scared to death last night," 
said another woman who opened her 

Please see RESIDENTS, 
PageA-8 
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Search: Teen-ager fled from police 


Continued from Page A-l 

the driver reported that he resem¬ 
bled the suspect in the serial kill¬ 
ings, who is described as being 6 
feet tall and weighing 150 pounds, 
with curly brown hair and stained, 
gapped teeth. 

Police contacted Tuesday 
couldn’t provide a detailed de¬ 
scription of the 17-year-old, al¬ 
though Collins said the youth 
doesn’t resemble a composite 
drawing of the murder suspect. 
But, Collins added, as the compos¬ 
ite sketch is circulated widely, a lot 
of people stopped by police “are 
beginning to look a lot alike.” . 

The youth’s name was withheld 
because of his age. The car he 
abandoned was registered to his 
mother, San Marino Capt. Jack 
Yeske said. 

Authorities hadn’t decided Tues¬ 
day whether the youth would be 
charged with resisting arrest. He 


was released to the custody of his 
mother, Collins said. 

A major police task force is 
probing the series of deadly as¬ 
saults that has swept the San Gab¬ 
riel and San Fernando valleysr. 
Sheriff’s homicide detectives have 
linked seven murders to the same 
killer. As many as 25-30 other slay¬ 
ings and assaults may be the work 
of the same attacker, deputies said. 

Homicide detectives were called 
to San Marino Monday night be¬ 
cause officers found items in the 
abandoned car that led them to 
believe the driver could be the 
serial killer, Yeske said. 

He and other law enforcement 
spokesmen declined to elaborate 
on that point, explaining that the 
murder investigation could be 
compromised if too much informa¬ 
tion is released. 

Authorities declined even to 
identify the type of car that the 
Monterey Park youth was driving. 


Broaesarfi described the vehicle as 
''•seraallioragn car.” 

hm Angeles police broadcast a 
radio taMUn Monday night that 
said & iaajoon-colored Pontiac 
Grand ISfcc is being sought in con- 
ssaSoO. with one of the slayings. 
Police believe that car was used by 
the man who killed a Sun Valley 
resident July 20, Los Angeles Po¬ 
lice Lt. Dan Cooke aid. 

The description has been broad¬ 
cast “from time to time” since the 
incident, to remind officers on 
patrol, Cooke said. 

“There have been several vehi¬ 
cles linked to different cases” 
under investigation by the task 
force, but “there is no indication 
that the suspect is using the same 
car” in all the cases, Monterey 
Park Police Chief Jon Elder said. 

Besides helping the search in 
San Marino, the sheriff’s depart¬ 
ment was alerted about 6:45 p.m. 
Monday when a deputy drove past 
a Pasadena restaurant and thought 


he saw a ma&Jaside.who resem¬ 
bled the description eg- the serial 
killer. 

Deputies imm tfe»~Altadena 
Sheriff’s StattOB- Riymmded Pi- 
nocchio’fj.Tim, si 1427 N. Lake 
Ave., and caSsitiheman outside, 
Broussard said. After some delay, 
the man came out. 

■ “He started to pull a pistol from 
his waistband but was rushed by 
several deputies before he could 
use it,” sheriff’s Sgt. Neal Tyler 
said. No shots were fired. Gregory 
Raul Gayon, 46, was arrested on 
suspicion of assault and carrying a 
concealed weapon, but homicide 
detectives later ruled him out as a 
suspect in the serial killings. 

The Los Angeles Cpunty Board 
of Supervisors agreed Tuesday 
that private donors may contribute 
to a reward fund, already contain¬ 
ing $15,000, for information lead¬ 
ing to the arrest and conviction of 
the serial killer. 


Residents: Neighborhood alarmed by search 


Continued from Page A-l 

front door to a reporter on Tues¬ 
day. She had to speak in a loud 
voice, through an iron gate that 
she kept closed across her door¬ 
way, because her two medium¬ 
sized dogs never stopped barking. 

While a major police task force 
has been investigating a string of 
25 or more brutal assaults in the 
San Gabriel and San Fernando 
valleys this summer, none of the 
cases have occurred in the affluent 
residential community of San 
Marino. 

But Monday night, authorities 
thought they might have a suspect 
in the crime wave, after San Mari- 
;; a® police Officer Scott Edmonds 
" j .faisiS to stop a young man who was 
a driving erratically in a car with 

! i: 


expired registration tags. 

The young man, who later sur¬ 
rendered to police and was ruled 
out as a suspect in the attacks, 
stopped his car in a driveway and 
fled, leaving in his car several 
undisclosed items that police at 
first thought might be linked to the 
killings. 

Hoping to catch the youth, San 
Marino police blocked off an area 
bounded by Huntington Drive, San 
Gabriel Boulevard, Lorain Road 
and Black- 

stone Road. 

Police and sheriff’s deputies 
rushed to the scene from Temple 
City, San Dimas, Industry, Arca¬ 
dia, Alhambra and San Gabriel. As 
officers and deputies began 
searching every back yard in the 
area, a number of worried resi¬ 


dents gathered at the police com¬ 
mand post behind the San Marino 
Post Office. 

“Our switchboard lit up so full 
... it was horrendous,” said San 
Marino police Capt. Jack Yeske. 

Even after police called off the 
search at 1 a.m., Yeske said the 
calls continued to come into the 
police station most of the night. 

“I was awake at 5 a.m. to hear 
the first newscast,” said the wom¬ 
an with the dogs. 

Police continued routine patrols, 
but they had become convinced the 
youth managed to escape before 
the area was sealed off. “If there 
was a chance at all that he was still 
there, we would still be there 
(searching),” Yeske said. 

Authorities said Tuesday they 
were not sure where the youth 


spent the time between 9 p.m., 
when his car was pulled over, and 
4 a.m., when he turned himself in 
at the Monterey Park police sta¬ 
tion. 

Public concern extended beyond 
San Marino borders Monday night. 
At the command post were several 
Arcadia residents who said they 
are frightened by the crime wave 
and decided to come out after they 
saw early reports on television 
news. 

Several residents interviewed 
Tuesday praised the police for 
their response to the incident. “I 
would rather they err in having too 
many people (searching) than not 
enough,” a woman said. 

“I try to be reasonably careful,” 
the woman added, “but I refuse to 
live in fear.” 
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Walnut gets Valley Killer hotline 


f B y GABY HOPKINS 
Staff Writer 

A command center and hotline 
are to be set up in Walnut for a 
task force of community volun¬ 
teers formed to mobilize residents 
against the serial murderer 
known as the Valley Killer. 

On Tuesday, officials of Dia¬ 
mond Bar-Walnut Elks Lodge No. 
2626 approved the use of the lodge 
as the base of operations for the 
task force. 

The building is located at 20250 
E. Carrey Road in Walnut. 

Volunteers at the lodge will 
man the hotline supplying San 
Gabriel Valley residents with up- 
to-date information about the 
search for the killer and will give 
residents advice on how to safe¬ 
guard their homes, said Bob Bei- 
delman, exalted ruler of the 
lodge. 

In addition, lodge members will 
help distribute fliers bearing a 
composite drawing of the killer to 
area businesses, he said. 

The operation will be financed 
by the Elks through their charita¬ 
ble program, Beidelmen said. 

“That’s the purpose of the Elks 
— Lodge — to serve the people,” he 

►- f i 


said. “We’re always looking for 
ways to help and support the 
community.” 

The task force was proposed by 
Diamond Bar Municipal Advisory 
Councilman Paul Horcher last 
week after the killer’s latest at¬ 
tack — the Aug. 8 murder of a 


Diamond Bar man. 

So far, the police have linked 
the same man — a prowler who 
enters homes in the early hours of 
the morning through unlocked 
doors or windows — to seven 
murders and between 20 and 30 
assaults. 


The attacks have occurred pri¬ 
marily in the San Fernando and 
San Gabriel valleys. 

Volunteers will soon begin dis¬ 
tributing 1,000 copies of a police 
composite drawing of the killer to 
businesses in the Walnut and Dia¬ 
mond Bar area, Horcher said 
Tuesday. 

“Our first priority is to get to 
the night businesses, such as 
doughnut shops and Stop N Go’s,” 
he said. 

“We don’t want him to strike 
twice in this area.” 

The toll-free hotline — (1) (800) 
352-5225 — should be in operation 
by the end of the week, he added. 

Northminster Presbyterian 
Church in Diamond Bar has also 
pledged to provide volunteers for 
the task force, Horcher said. 

He added that he intends to 
seek additional support from the 
city councils of seven or eight 
Valley communities next week. 

Capt. Don Webster of the sher¬ 
iff’s Industry station last week 
praised Horcher’s task force pro¬ 
posal, saying “any assistance 
from the citizenry that helps to 
enhance and increase the aware¬ 
ness of the public can only help.” 

I 


Killer reward fund donations taken 

Private contributions are being accepted for the reward fund 
set up for information leading to the arrest of the man wanted in a 
string of murders in the San Gabriel and San Fernando valleys. 

The fund was established Tuesday by the county Board of 
Supervisors. 

Last week, the board allocated $10,000 as a reward for 
information on the killer. 

Supervisor Pete Schabarum who suggested both actions, said 
he was contacted by several private citizens who wanted to 
contribute to a reward fund. 

The man being sought in seven murders and a series of 
assaults in the two valleys is approximately 6 feet tall, weighs 150 
pounds and has curly brown hair and stained teeth. 

He usually strikes at night, entering homes through unlocked 
doors or windows. 

Anyone who wants to contribute to the reward fund should 
contact the board’s executive office at (213) 974-1401. 

Anyone with information about the suspected killer should 
contact the county Sheriff’s Department. 








State of siege in San Marino 
during Night Stalker search 


By Mark S. Wamlck 

H erald staff writer __ 

As helicopter lights illumi¬ 
nated the area and authorities 
ordered people behind locked 
doors, frightened residents of a 
neighborhood in posh San Marino 
became prisoners in their own 
homes during a frantic search for 
a fleeing suspect said to resemble 


the vicious Night Stalker. 

The residents, told only of “a 
police action in operation,” re¬ 
mained inside for nearly five 
hours Monday night as a loud¬ 
speaker blared warnings and po¬ 
lice dogs sniffed the yards of 
nearly 100 houses. 

“It gave us a real strange 
feeling of being trapped,” said 

Stalker/B-2, Col. 1 
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Teen focus 
of search not 
Night Stalker, 
officials say 

Stalker/Continued from A-1 ' 

homeowner Elizabeth Johnson. 

The unsuccessful search was 
called off early yesterday when 
investigators became convinced the 
subject of the manhunt had fled 
and was not the brutal serial killer. 

Several hours later, however, the 
17-year-old suspect surrendered to 
Monterey Park police. He told 
authorities he ran because he has 
an outstanding juvenile warrant. 

Police said yesterday the youth 
was not considered the suspected 
Night Stalker, who has been linked 
to at least 14 attacks — including 
seven murders — in the San Gabriel 
and San Fernando valleys. The 
teen-ager was not held, although 
authorities said he could be 
charged with resisting arrest. 

Monday night’s search included 
low-flying helicopters, four police 
canine units and more than 40 
officers from six local law-enforce¬ 
ment agencies, it scared home- 
owners in the two-block area — 
bounded by San Gabriel Boulevard, 
Lorain Road, Blackstone Road and 
Huntington Drive — and prompted 
an unprecedented number of tele¬ 
phone calls to the San Marino 
Police Department. 

“Our switchboard was so del¬ 
uged that calls were being for¬ 
warded into individual phones in 
the office,” said police Capt. Jack D. 
Yeske. “It’s the first time I’ve ever 
seen that happen.” 

Some residents said they were 
eating dinner when the search 
began, while many others were 
watching television or relaxing out¬ 
side. 

Instructions from a helicopter 
loudspeaker ordered residents to go 
inside — with their pets — lock all 
doors and windows and turn on 



Resident Elizabeth Johnson says search “gave us a strange feeling of being trapped.” 


outside lights 

“We didn’t|||||||inother victim 
and we didn’t^^^mocent people 
walking around back yards being 
confronted by police officers and 
dogs,” Yeske said. 

The incident, which served to 
heighten anxiety in an area already 
alerted to the recent wave of 
attacks, left the neighborhood buzz¬ 
ing yesterday. 

“I don’t think I’m going out of 
the house without something in my 
hands,” said resident Gefejlia Blo- 
omquist. 

A member of a Neighborhood 
Watch group, Bloomquist said her 
block has made a commitment to 
watch out for each other. A neigh¬ 
bor who suspects something un¬ 
usual has her permission to search 
her back yard and even look 
through a window, she said. 

“Even if I was undressed, I 
wouldn’t feel it was an invasion of 
privacy,” she said. “I’d rather have 
that than something happen.” 

The intensive search began 
the teen-ager, whose name 
>t released, ran after being 
>d near San Gabriel Boule- 
(t Huntington Drive about 8:30 
p.m. Monday. A San Marino police 
officer had noticed the youth was 
driving erratically and had an 
expired registration, said police Lt. 
Hal Havens. 


drive 
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As the officer tried to stop him, 
the youth drove his car into a 
nped out and leaped a 
ficer was within 10 to 
suspect, but could not 

____,._>avens said. 

The officer immediately radioed 
authorities that the suspect 
matched the general physical de¬ 
scription of the Nigh>..f££lker. 

The Night Staler has been 
described as Anglo' m Hispanic, 
about 6 feet tall, 2S-3G years old 
with dark, curly hair and gapped, 
discolored teeth. 

Interest in the search height¬ 
ened when investigators found in 
the youth’s abandoned car evidence 
strongly supporting a possible link 
to the serial killer, Havens said. 
Authorities would not comment on 
that evidence yesterday. 

In another incident Monday 
night, a man who resembled the 
suspected Night Stalker was spot¬ 
ted by a sheriff’s deputy inside a 
Pasadena pizza parlor. After other 
deputies arrived, the man, Gregory 
Gayon, 46, was ordered outside, said 
Deputy Mike Ford. When Gayon 
started to pull a pistol from his 
waistband, he was disarmed by 
deputies and booked for assault 
with a deadly weapon. Sheriff’s 
investigators, however, eliminated 
him as a potential suspect in the 
Night Stalker killings, Ford said. 
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Two Trails Turn Cold in Search for ‘Valley Intruder 9 

By DAVID FREED, Times Staff Writer 


Authorities investigating the 
so-called "Valley Intruder" slay¬ 
ings thought they had a break in 
the baffling case: a driver who had 
fled on foot from a San Marino 
policeman after a routine traffic 
stop closely resembled a composite 
drawing of the killer. 

An all-out search was launched 
in the neighborhood around Hun¬ 
tington Drive and San Gabriel 
Boulevard where the driver melted 
into the night Monday. Roadblocks 
were erected. Four tracking dogs 
were called in. Thirty officers from 
several agencies went house to 
house while a sheriffs helicopter 
circled overhead, its bullhorn 
warning residents: “Stay inside, 
lock your windows and doors.” 

But the massive effort was in 
vain. The object of the manhunt, 
who surrendered about 4 a.m. 


Tuesday to Monterey Park police, 
turned out to be a frightened, 
17-year-old youth from Monterey 
Park who had been driving his 
mother's car without permission. 

Authorities said that evidence 
found in the car absolved the youth 
of any involvement in the scries of 
slayings. Detectives, however,, 
would not describe the nature of 
that evidence. 

It was the second incident so far 
this week in which authorities 
initially thought that they were 
close to the thin, gap-toothed sus¬ 
pect with curly hair believed re¬ 
sponsible for at least seven slayings 
and as many as 13 other rapes and 
beatings since March in the San 
Fernando and San Gabriel valleys. 

In nearly every incident, people 
have been attacked in unfenced, 
poorly lighted homes by a man who 


sneaks through unlocked doors and 
windows. 

On Monday night, a Los Angeles 
. County sheriffs deputy walked 
into a pizza parlor on Lake Avenue 
in Pasadena and spotted a man 
resembling the widely circulated 


side. As he left, Gayon allegedly 
attempted to pull a pistol from his 
pants and the deputies disarmed 
him, Broussard said. Gayon was 
taken into custody on weapons-re- 
lated charges. 

While arresting deputies were 
hopeful that they had captured the 
intruder, investigators from a mul¬ 
ti-agency police task force working 


on the case soon eliminated Gayon 
as a suspect 

“It seems that there was no 
correlation between either of these 
two suspects and the Valley In¬ 
truder." said San Marino Police 
CapL Jack Yeske. 


whom are convinced they have 
seen the man. 

"We are running into a lot of 
people who do bear a resemblance" 
to the drawing, Broussard said. 
"The sightings are becoming more 
and more common, and calls for 
service are up 10% to 50% 
throughout the sheriffs Jurisdic¬ 
tion. All of the stations arc ex¬ 
tremely busy because every one of 
those calls is considered a priority ." 

Meanwhile, the county Board of 
Supervisors on Tuesday unani¬ 
mously voted to expand its *10,000 
Intruder reward fund by accepting 
private donations. Under the plan, 
approved on a 3-0 vote, money 
deposited in the fund would be paid 
for information leading to the in¬ 
truder's arrest and conviction. 



composite drawing of the intruder .Inaddition to the drawing, made 
The deputy called for help a.v^<informalion provided by sur- 
other depuUes soon arrived, and witnesses of the intrud- 

ty John Broussard, a Sheriffs DSp^Sqgwittacks, the Sheriffs Depart- 
partment spokesman, said. ' t-e- which is coordinating the 

The man, identified as Grego-'- .' '-.'^ckUgation, has received nearly 
Raul Gayon, 46, was ordered out- 1,000 tips from citizens, many of 
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Murders: San Francisco slaying similar 


C° #J from Pa 8 e A ' 1 

in J!$®Prancisco and the serial 
killings in the San Gabriel and 
San Fernando valleys. 

San Francisco Police Lt. 
Dennis Schardt refused to 
comment on the meeting or dis¬ 
cuss the details of the local 
murder case. 

Also known as the “valley 
intruder,” the man has terror¬ 


ized San Gabriel Valley resi¬ 
dents by sneaking into homes 
through unlocked doors or 
windows and attacking his vic¬ 
tims while they sleep. 

At least eight deaths, one as 
recent as Aug. 8, and 18 rapes 
and assaults have been linked to 
the killer, police said. 

A conference between homi¬ 
cide investigators from the San 


Francisco police, Los Angeles 
sheriff’s and Los Angeles police 
departments was scheduled 
Wednesday night at the down¬ 
town San Francisco Hall of Jus¬ 
tice, City News Service in Los 


The mec&ag.was called at the 
request Francisco detec¬ 

tives now investigating last 
weekend’s apparent murder, 
the news service reported. 
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Killer switches 
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cars., police tel] 

Arcadia crowd 



By BRAD HAUGAARD 
Special Correspondent 

It appears the suspect in a 
series of murders that have ter¬ 
rorized the San Gabriel Valley is 
using a variety of vehicles, so 
police are not able to alert the 
public to watch for a certain 
make of car, acting Arcadia 
Police Chief Neal Johnson told 
about 120 Arcadians gathered 
at Baldwin Stocker School 
Wednesday night for a second 
briefing on the killings. 

In response to a question, 
Johnson said the first drawing 
of the suspect, rele ased < b y 

based on in 
tion and a lat 
a curly hair 
believed to be 
He said t 
Arcadia poli 
lowing up on* 
day, and the 
reports reg 
locations to 
. ment agenci 

\ Lt. Richard Honaker said offi- 
1 cers are even following up possi- 
1 ble leads from out of state. Of 

■ the eight to 10 of these, he said, 

■ none appears to be connected to 


the local case. 

Honaker added that police 
are studying physical evidence; 
but it cannot be discussed in 
public. 

Lt. Dave Hinig, another; 
speaker at the meeting, said that, 
if the murderer “continues to; 
work this area, it is likely he will 
be caught by this (Arcadia) po-j 
lice department.” ! 

“If it walks or talks or moves! 
in this town,” Hinig said, “it’si 
going to be shaken down.” ; 

•Johnson said police stopped; 
one person in Tiny’s Restaurant 
^n_Sgnta Anita Av„enq< 

“"~’^gtonDriv&^d ^ 

time tefe-a'-sstepne 


_sei| 

groups have 

Arcadia. i 

A third briefing will be held; 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday at Foot-: 
hills Junior High School, 171 E.. 
Sycamore Ave., Arcadia. { 
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Sheriffs deputy says 



For a little while Monday evening and early 
Tuesday, police and sheriff’s deputies thought they 
might have cornered the male who has been at¬ 
tacking and murdering people in the San Gabriel 
and San Fernando Valleys since as far back as 
March. 

However, the suspect for whom authorities 
combed San Marino and the county area turned 
himself into Monterey Park police at 4 a.m. Tues¬ 
day. He is a male juvenile who had traffic war¬ 
rants against him and was afraid he was going to 
be arrested. 


He is the same individual who was stopped by 
a San Marino policeman Monday about 8:45 p.m. 
The suspect took off by foot and an officer who 
was 20 feet away felt the suspect bore some re¬ 
semblance to the so-called “Night Stalker” or 
“Valley Intruder” who has terrorized this area 
for months. 

The “Stalker” is described as about 6 feet tall, 
150 pounds, with curly brown hair and stained, 
gapped teeth. 


A house-to-house, block-by-block search took 
place in a two-block area around San Gabriel Blvd. 
and Huntington Dr. Monday. Helicopters and four 
«5 dog teams joined the foot search to no avail. 

The four-hour search in San Marino was 
discontinued Tuesday at 1 a.m. 

County Sheriff’s Deputy John Broussard told 
The £#wsTuesdgy thatlaw enforcement agencies 
:are reporting up' to Sii^s.more calls, causing sta¬ 
tions *t» be* cousiskr'&My. busier than before the 
munJerer’staitffd ais devastating swath through the 
’valleys- „People are reporting all suspicious persons 


cerned. We do to create a false sense of 

security in any of the towns. The suspect se€^^^ 
diversify (his MO) and is using bludgeoning’ 
pons, guns, knives,” Broussard says. iiM.'M: 

Of the “25 to 30” recent attacks seven are 
definitely attributed to the “Stalker” or “Intru¬ 
der,” Broussard explains. 

Those seven include the following: 

— Tsal-Lian Vu, female, Monterey Park, Mar. 17, 
murdered; 

— Dayle Okasaki, female, Rosemead, Mar. 17, 
murdered; 

— Mabel Bell, female, Monrovia, June 1, mor¬ 
tally injured and died later; 

— Patty Elaine Higgins, female, Arcadia, June 28, 
murdered; 

— Mary Cannon, female, Arcadia, July 2, mur¬ 
dered; 

— Chainarong Khovanath, male, Sun Valley, July 

case >; 

male, Diamond Bar, Aug. 8 , 



gaaatirr rnmmnnilv is tiflBi. 


iys there are .no similaries in age, 
|ty. The killer has used blunt objects 
letims to death, guns to shoot them 
’ to death and knives. 

Broussard reiterated that a task force has been 
‘ formed and members are looking into all leads and 
responding to any sightings related to the suspect. 

The News asked Broussard if the suspect could 
have changed how he looks so that the composite 
which was printed in last week’s edition would 
not resemble the suspect. Broussard says that is 
always possible. 

“Lock up and light up every night and re¬ 
port all strange activity,” Broussard cautions every- 
- one - _ 








'Stalker’ 
chase proves 
false alarm 

By BRANDON BAILEY 
Special Correspondent 

An intensive house-to-house 
search of a San Marino neigh¬ 
borhood became a false alarm 
Tuesday when a person police 
thought resembled the killer 
who has terrorized the San 
Gabriel Valley turned out to be 
a teen-ager who later surren¬ 
dered to authorities. 

The youth turned himself in 
at 4 a.m. Tuesday, seven hours 
after fleeing police who stopped 
him Monday night for driving 
erratically and with an expired 
vehicle registration. 

The 17-year-old Monterey 
Park resident told police he ran 
because he believed he was 
wanted in connection with a 
trespassing charge filed in Juve¬ 
nile Court, Monterey Park Po¬ 
lice Capt. Robert Collins said. 

The search, aided by helicop¬ 
ters and dogs, was called off at 1 
a.m. when police decided their 
cordon had failed to catch the 
young man. 

Three hours after the search 
ended, the teen-ager turned 
himself in at the Monterey Park 
police station, San Marino Po¬ 
lice Capt. Jack Yeske said. 

“After their preliminary in¬ 
vestigation, (sheriff’s homicide 
detectives) feel that the (teen¬ 
age) suspect is probably not the 
one being sought after in the 
San Gabriel Valley murders,” 
said Deputy John Broussard, a 
sheriff’s department spokes¬ 
man. 

A combined force of nearly 40 
police officers and deputies 
began combing through two 
square blocks in San Marino 
Monday night, believing they 
might have cornered the suspect 
in the so- called “Night Stalker” 
case. 

A San Marino officer who 
briefly saw'the driver reported 
that he resembled the suspect in 
the serial killings, who is de¬ 
scribed as being 6 feet tall and 
weighing 150 pounds, with curly 
brown hair and stained, gapped 
teeth. 

Police contacted Tuesday 
couldn't provide a detailed de- 

Please see CHASE, 
Page A-2 
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By Merit S. Wamlck 

Herald staff writer 


A brutal murder inside a San 
Francisco home last weekend could 
be linked to recent attacks commit- 
wyggggtffeht Stalker, the vicious 
IMaRSBSJ* terrorizing the San 
San Fernando valleys, 
id yesterday, 
tigators from the Los 
nty Sheriff’s Depart- 
lorce working on the 
Night Stalker case went to San 
Francisco yesterday to confer with 
police there about a possible con¬ 
nection between the attacks, ac¬ 
cording to officials. 

“Because of certain similarities 
between a murder case in this city 
and the recent serial murders in 
the Los Angeles area, investigators 
from both jurisdictions are meeting 
to determine if the cases are 
related,” said Officer Joanne Welsh 
of the San Francisco Police Depart¬ 
ment. 

The Night Stalker has been 
linked to 14 attacks — including 
seven murders — in the Los Ange- 
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ble condition. 

The couple was last seen alivf 
about 8:30 p.m. Saturday by a 
daughter who-had been visiting for 
dinner, police said. 

Several neighborsquestioned by 
investigators said , they noticed un- 
Stafkor/Continued from A-l discuss or even identify the case usual occurrences .outside their 

being.investigated, but it is believed homes between 9 and 10 p.m. 
les area and might be responsible to involve a brutal assault on an Saturday. One neighbor saw a light 
for as many as 30 such incidents, elderly couple inside the bedroom shine by tier window curtain and 
according to investigators. *«$k»|heir Lakeside district home, another said' she heard “a baby 
He attacks his victims aftr§jfi||p attack, which left a 66-year-old crying or whimpering,’" according 
entering darkened homes throug$g||)M dead and his wife seriously to the police report, 
unlocked windows or doors. ss^fiawided, is the most recent San Both neighbors said they looked 
The investigators went north at Francisco murder with similarities outside to investigate, but didn’t see 
the request of San Francisco police, to the Night Stalker cases. or hear anything further, 

said sheriff’s department Deputy The murder victim, Peter Pan, Another man living near the 
Joe Garza. It was the first time died of a gunshot wound to the Pans in the upper middle class 
members of the task force have head, according to a police report, neighborhood told police he saw 
traveled out of the area to look at a His son — who does not live at the the couple’s front light on about 10 
case that linked to the home — found him lying in his bed p.m. Usually, the man said, the 

crime wavevalleys, he said, about 10 a.m. Sunday, the report couple’s, home was dark at that 
“At this ||||$|(!we’ve got a big said. * time, 

nothing,” Garza said of the possibil- Barbara Pan, 62, was dfiHHagd San Francisco police Said the 
ity that the Night Stalker commit- on the bedroom floor, suspect entered the Pans’ house 

ted the San Francisco murder, wounded from a gunshot SpsjMfio through a side window or door on 
“We’ve gone to check some infor- the head. She also may haVe s rreen the ground level of the two-story 
mation and that’s it” beaten by her attacker, police said, house. They would not say if the 

San Francisco police refused to Pan remains hospitalized in sta- suspect forced his way inside. 


Pole® check Night Stalker 

link to Bay Area slaying 








Lewis demonstrates self-defense with Phillip Luvisi. 
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Ijp Guard: Angels Rush 

00pesidents Worry Over 
W$bey Intruder ’ Crimes, 

Volunteer Patrol Gets 
Recruits Ready for Action 

By SUE AVERY , Times Staff Writer 

A few curious homeowners flicked on their outside 
d peeked out as a dozen men and women 
red berets walked briskly, two abreast, 
rton Avenue.. It was after 10 p.m., and ' 
on this quiet street in San Gabriel, edgy 
f the so-called Valley Intruder and news of 
the area the night before, were caught off 
•he unusual nighttime activity, 
trol was one of several that have been 
I by prospective members of the fledgling 
iel Valley chapter of the Guardian Angels. 

And by the time they got to Burton Avenue, it had 
been a long evening. 

They had gathered at 7:30 at Arcadia County Park 
for two hours of fitness and self-defense training, as 
well as preliminary instruction in cardiopulmonary . 
resuscitation and first aid. Most of the trainees were 
young men between the ages of 16 and 25. and five in 
the group were women, the oldest a 51-year-old 
mother from Monrovia. 

The Monrovia woman, who asked not be be 
identified, said she got involved after attending a 
July 22 meeting in Sierra Madre called by members 

Cuardta l. An ^V s,eve Duncan uses Mick «y Chakerit 
volunteer group that conducts unarmed patrols . 

primarily in high-crime areas. 

The group organized in 1979 to patrol subways in New York City, witness seriouscrimcs th 
where muggings and purse-snatchings are common. It grew rapidly suspects until police arrl 
and now has 5,000 members in 59 chapters nationwide. It organized in group in Los Angeles coui 
Southern California in 1981, and now has chapters in South-Central "We are not vigilantes, 
Los Angeles, the Westside and Hollywood. Members generally patrol The Guardian Angels 1 
in heavily crime-ridden areas to guard against criminal assaults on patrol on July 11 at the r 
innocent people or property. called asking for help. T 

The group serves chiefly as a visual deterrent, but if members 


LELAND HOLDER / Los Angties Times 

i uses Mickey Chakerian to show how to restrain a mugger. 

witness serious-crimes they try to make citizen’s arrests and detain the 
suspects until police arrive, said Scott McKeown, coordinator of the 
group in Los Angeles county. 

"We are not vigilantes," he said. "We don’t carry weapons.” 

The Guardian Angels first came to the West San Gabriel Valley to 
patrol on July 11 at the request of two worried Arcadia residents who 
called asking for help. The group held the Sierra Madre meeting to 

Please see ANGELS, Page 6 


Guardian Angels on patrol in a Rosemead neighbor!*** 1 ; 
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ANGELS: Volunteer Patrol Group Forms Valley Unit 


Continued from Page 6 

get community response to a par¬ 
ticular crisis and when the crisis is 
over we will lose some members. 
But a core will stay," McKeown 
added. 

"The first goal is to have people 
patrol their own community,” 
Lewis said. "Then we have region¬ 
al events to sustain the interest and 
sometimes members patrol other 
areas (where there is more crime 
activity).” 

Lewis believes that San Gabriel 
Valley residents have made-a good 
start in forming their own Guardian 
Angels chapter, but training is only 
the beginning. 

"Nobody has taken a major lead¬ 
ership role here yqt,” Lewis said. 
"Usually when we are setting up a 
new chapter we first get a training 
coordinator, then a patrol coordi¬ 
nator, then a chapter event coordi¬ 
nator, and then one person emerges 
as a leader.” 

“We hope to have this chapter on 
its own feet sometime next month 
but we still need a headquarters.” 
McKeown said the group hopes 
someone will donate the use of a 
y warehouse in a commercial area. 

jp “I don’t think a bunch of noisy 
igngels coming off patrol at 3 a.m. 
i||ould be welcome in a residential 
neighborhood," he said. 


The Guardian Angels got a mixed 
reaction when they first came to 
patrol in middle-class San Gabriel 
Valley neighborhoods. Many resi¬ 
dents of Arcadia, Sierra Madre and 
Monrovia, where the group has 
been patrolling nightly from 9 p.m. 
to 3 a.m. since the middle of July, 
have welcomed their presence, 
feeling it serves as a deterrent to 
crime. 


Police Chief Requests Hearing 


f SOUTH PASADENA-Embat- 
tled Police Chief Samuel L. Buntyn 
has requested a hearing to block 
the city’s efforts to fire him. The 
city had notified Buntyn that he 
would be terminated automatically 
last Tuesday unless he asked for 
the hearing. The termination date 
has been suspended pending the 
outcome of the hearing, City Man¬ 
ager John Bernardi said. 

A draft of a letter of termination 
obtained by The Times shows that 
Buntyn faces lO charges, including 
allegations that tried. 


ence a promotion board of review 
and sexually harassed a subordi 
nate. Buntyn’s attorney, Ronald 
Stillman, said he has asked for 
more documentation of the charg 
es. 

“There was virtually no detail at 
all or substance in terms of what 
investigation had been done into 
the allegations,” Stillman said. 
“The information provided to us at 
this point in time was really not 
sufficient for us to be able to 
answer the ch 




‘We are stepping 
up the normal training 
process because of. 
this crisis and some 
(recruits) have done 
eight patrols.’ 


—Scott McKeown 

Los Angeles County coordinator. 
Guardian Angels 


But some law enforcement offi¬ 
cials have been lukewarm to the 
group, especially when the mem¬ 
bers first arrive in an area. 

“We have had no problem of 
them interfering with us in any 
way but I feel they are not effective 
walking our streets at night. They 
do better patrolling buses or sub¬ 
ways,” said Capt Neal Johnson, 
acting chief of the Arcadia Police 
Department. 

But in Los Angeles, where the 
group has been operating for four 
years, Lt. Dan Cook, spokesman for 
the Los Angeles Police Depart¬ 


ment, praised the group and its 
efforts. 

“They have never caused us any 
problems and it was never their 
intention to be a vigilante group,” 
he said. “We regard them as an 
extension of Neighborhood Watch 
and appreciate their work. We 
have no objection to them being 
here because we need their help.” 

Like local police, residents have 
mixed feelings about the group. 

“My neighbors and I have seen 
them on the street and we like their 
presence,” one Arcadia resident 
said. 

“I wasn’t even aware of them,” 
said another. “I probably would 
have been frightened if I saw them 
because I would not have known 
who they were.” 

‘Like Tough Street Kids’ 

A third attempted to sum up the 
feeling of the community. 

“Some people view them nega¬ 
tively because Arcadia is a very 
conservative community and they 

look, talk and walk like big city 
kids. They look like tough street 
kids. 

“People in Arcadia are not used 
to seeing strangers on the street 
The kids mean well but. their 
background makes people ner¬ 
vous,” she added. “And nobody 
wants to admit we need them here. 
This is a totally new experience for 
us. 

"People will be happier once 
they get to know them. And they 
will feel more comfortable if kids 
from the area get involved.” 
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Danny Lewis, director of the Westside chapter of the Guardian 
Arigels, has been training recruits in the San Gabriel Valley in 
physical fitness, self-defense and how to make a citizen’s arrest. 
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ANGELS: Volunteer Group Forms San Gabriel Valley Foot Patrol Unit 


Continued from Page 1 
introduce members to the commu¬ 
nity and to encourage local resi¬ 
dents to set up a San Gabriel Valley 
chapter, McKeown said. 

An orientation meeting was held 
July 26, and about 25 people are 
now in training. Most of the train¬ 
ees, who come from South Pasade¬ 
na, El Monte, Temple City, Arcadia, 
Monrovia, Sierra Madre and San 
Gabriel, appear to come from mid¬ 
dle-class backgrounds, in compari¬ 
son to what McKeown described as 
the widespread image of Guardian 
Angels as inner-city toughs. 

The women, most in their late 
teens and early 20s, expressed 
concern over the crime wave and 
said they enjoyed the camaraderie 
of the group. 

The Monrovia woman’s motiva¬ 
tion was somewhat different from 
that of the younger women train¬ 
ees. "I asked them to talk to our 
Neighborhood Watch meeting, and 
then I decided to join the group,” 
she said. 

“On patrol I mostly have been 
talking to people and doing public 
relations," encouraging residents 
to accept the group’s presence. 

"And with the training I feel 
more in control and I feel I know 
how to handle myself.” 

Others Patrol in Cars 

McKeown said that although the 
main focus of the Guardian Angels 
is foot patrol by younger people, in 
other areas of the country the 
group also has car patrol divisions 
manned by older people as an 
extension of Neighborhood Watch. 

He said that after the San Gabriel 
Valley foot patrol division is estab¬ 
lished, he hopes to start car patrol. 

But foot patrol is of primary 
interest to the younger trainees, 
who often become involved in the 
Guardian Angels through their 
friends. Among the current group 
of trainees are three 16-year-olds 


who attend Monrovia High School. 

"I joined because I am interested 
in cleaning up the city,” said Joe 
Russell, who was at his third 
training session. He persuaded his 
friend, Mike Knight, to enroll, and 
then another friend, Toby Zucco, 
joined them. 

According to Danny Lewis, di¬ 
rector of the Westside chapter of 
the Guardian Angels, who has been 
overseeing the training of recruits 
in the San Gabriel Valley, prospec¬ 
tive Guardian Angels go through 
an open-ended series of training 
sessions held twice a week. The 
sessions involve strenuous work¬ 
outs in physical fitness, self-de¬ 
fense techniques, citizen's-arrest 
procedures (including the use of 
handcuffs) and foot-patrol tech¬ 
niques. 

They also learn the rules under 
which Guardian Angels operate 
nationwide. Training time varies, 
depending on fitness and maturity 
levels. Prospective members be¬ 
come Guardian Angels only after 
they have completed the training, 
sometimes in as little as four weeks. 

No Criminal Records 

Candidates for membership must 
be at least 16 years old and provide 
at least three personal references. 
They are interviewed and asked if 
they have criminal records. A mi¬ 
nor juvenile offense might not 
preclude membership, but a felony 
record would. The group says the 
training program itself will screen 
out those who lack sufficient com¬ 
mitment or stamina. Trainees are 
subjected to verbal 
of temperament, hidi 
willingness to obey c» 

■ Trainees may be ,d: 
poor attendance, failure 
with the group, refusal 
orders or showing up under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol or in’ 
possession of weapons. 

The fitness training is rigorous, 
involving running, push-ups and 
sit-ups, and most of the trainees did 
not finish the required 35 pus h-ups. 


Before lining up in formation, they 
frilked each other, searching for 
weapons and drugs, which Guard¬ 
ian Angels are forbidden to carry. 
No’k.lives or large flashlights are 
alleg'd. 

After lining up two abreast, with 
trainees in the middle and Guardian 
Angels equipped with walkie-talk¬ 
ies front and rear, the group set out 
Wh I Lewis yelled, "Double time!” 
it v/2| a signal to run; when he 
yelleq"Clear!”'the group came to a 
hi l 

Trainees walk on sidewalks or at 
tb le of the road and are warned 
t i avbid potential attackers by 
being alert not only to the street 


beside and behind them, >> ul ^ t0 
roofs. 

They traveled at a Jast walk 
south on Rosemead Bo\ ilevard w 
Broadway, where they beaded to¬ 
ward San Gabriel. Aft^ r ^ un _ 
eventful night, they in 

the park at 11:30 p.m. 

After going through rouline 

for several weeks, McE^ eown ^ d 
"some of the trainees close w 

being ready (for memb^^ p) We 
are stepping up the norq,^ lraining 
process because of this crisis and 
some have done eight patrols 
"Generally chapters ^ from a 
situation like this—it 15 typical to 
Please see ANG^j^ Pagc 7 
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Slaying of S.F. 
Man Linked to 
Valley Intruder 


By ERIC MALNIC, 

Times Staff Writer 

Homicide investigators have 
confirmed that a weekend slaying 
m San Francisco is linked to the 
recent "Valley Intruder" killings 
and assaults in the San Gabriel and 
San Fernando valleys, Los Angeles 
County Sheriff Sherman R. Block 
said Thursday. 

The Sheriff's Department de¬ 
clined to reveal how the attacks in 
cities 400 miles apart were related, 
saying only that clues foug&ffiwe 
have convinced members^^ra®- 
cial task force sent to San |||||||. 
co that there is a common denomi¬ 
nator. 

“We can’t say that it is the same 
individual (who committed the San 
Francisco slaying), only that it is 
related,” said Sgt. John Broussard 
of the Sheriff’s Information Bu¬ 
reau. "It would be poor investiga¬ 
tion to rule out copycats or addi¬ 
tional suspects." 

Clues Withheld 

Broussard said the clues found in 
San Francisco and evidence found 
here cannot be made public at this 
time for fear of compromising the 
continuing investigation. 

The Valley Intruder—described 
by survivors as a gap-toothed, 
curly headed man in his late 20s or 
early 30s—is believed responsible 
for at least seven killings, and 
P®rhjips as well 

prime suspe^^^^^ftnS^ 1 
Francisco on^WdSsS^j’eter Pan, I 
66, and Pan’s wife, Barbara, 64. ’ I 

l Please see INTRUDER, Page 39 | 
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INTRUDER? Link to S.F» Slaying Confirmed 


Reporter and detectives outside house where killing occurred. 


Continued from Page 1 

San Francisco police say the 
Pans were shot with a small-cali¬ 
ber weapon by an intruder who 
apparently entered their Lakeside 
District home through an unlocked 
door or window sometime between 
10 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. 
Sunday. The assailant ransacked 
the home before fieeing. investiga¬ 
tors said, but they were unsure if 
anything had been taken. 

The Pans were foupd Sunday 
morning by a son who stopped by 
for a visit. Peter Pan, an account¬ 
ant, was dead at the scene. His wife 
was taken to San Francisco Gener- 


Peter Pan 

al Hospital, where she was report¬ 
ed in stable condition Thursday. 

San Francisco police would re¬ 
lease no further details of the 
investigation, but Capt. Diarmuid 
Philpott did say that 70 extra 
officers have been assigned to the 
Pan slaying and that patrols 
throughout the city have been 
increased. 

Also, undercover officers were 
briefed, at a meeting Thursday 
night on the modus operandi of the 
Valley Intruder, who usually slips 
into darkened homes through un¬ 


locked doors and windows, attacks 
victims as they sleep and then 
ransacks the home. 

Some of those slain here were 
shot, others were stabbed or beat¬ 
en. Several of those slain and 
assaulted were sexually abused, 
including at least one male. 

The first killing attributed to the 
Intruder occurred March 17, when 
Dayle Okazaki, 35, was found shot 
to death in her condominium in 
Rosemead. About an hour later, 
investigators said, a man walked up 
to a car in which Tsal-lian Yu, 30, 
was sitting alone at an intersection 
in Monterey Park and shot her to 
death. 

On June 1, Mabel Bell, 84, and 
her sister, Florence Lang, 81, were 
found severely beaten in their 
home in Monrovia. Mabel Bell died; 
Florence Lang is still convalescing 
in a nursing home. 

On June 28, Patty Elaine Hig¬ 
gins, 32, was found dead at her 
home in Arcadia. Police said her 
throat had been slashed. Four days 
later, the body of another Arcadia 
resident, Mary Cannon, 75, was 
found in her home. Her throat also 
had been slashed. 

Killed While Sleeping 

On July 20, Chainarong Khovan- 
ath, 32, was shot to death as he 
slept in his home in Sun Valley. .Hie 
wife was assaulted and his 8- 
year-old son was beaten. Two 
weeks after that, Elyas Abawath. 
35, was shot to death in his home ir. 
Diamond Bar and his wife was 
assaulted. 

“He is extremely diversified, 
cunning and very dangerous,’’ 
Broussard said. The Sheriff’s ser¬ 
geant warned that linking the 
intruder to a crime in the Bay Area 
does not mean that residents here 
should relax their vigilance. 

"We're still telling people (here) 
to lock up and light up," Broussard 
said. “We don’t want to give a false 
sense of security.” 

While detectives have said noth¬ 
ing about the clues linking the 
attacks, Dr. Harvey Schlossberg, a 
forensic psychologist in New York, 


said clues in serial murder cases 
usually include some form of spe¬ 
cific trademark left by the killer. 

"Each killing is a lot like an 
artist’s painting, based on the art¬ 
ist’s needs and wishes, so there has 
to be some sort of element that ties 
them together,” said Schlossberg, a 
former director of psychological 
services for the New York Police 
Department who worked on the 
so-called "Son of Sam” murder 
case. David Bericowitz pleaded 
guilty to the murders of six women 
and the attempted murders of sev¬ 
en other people in New York City 
in 1976 and 1977. 

"In these serial murders, you 
have the same dynamic. Each one 
has the same touch that will distin¬ 
guish it from anyone else’s,” 


Schlossberg said. 

An exception to this, he said, 
would be if the intruder’s killings 
were motivated by the urge to rob. 
However, descriptions by police 
have not indicated that robbery 
was the primary motive. 

In Los Angeles, Sheriff’s Sgt. 
Frank Salerno, a veterap homicide 
investigator who played a key role 
in the infamous "Hillside Stran¬ 
gler” murders in 1978 and 1979, 
said another attack would come as 
no surprise to him. 

“Most serial murderers don’t 
stop,” he said. "They might relo¬ 
cate. They will kill again.” 

Times staff writers Bob Baker 
and Carol McGravv contributed 
to this story. 
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Elderly man 
latest victim, 
police reveal 

S* BRANDON BAILEY 

Steif Writer 

A killer linked to at least seven 
slayings in the San Gabriel and San 
Fernando valleys shot to death an 
elderly man in San Francisco five 
days ago, police said Thursday. 

“There’s absolutely no question in 
my mind that this man" — the so- 
called Valley Intruder or Night 
Stalker — “was in San Francisco," 
said Chief Cornelius Murphy of the 
San Francisco Police Department. 
Murphy warned it was “likely the 
killer could strike again” in his city. 

After conferring with sheriff’s 
detectives from Los Angeles County, 
San Francisco police announced 
Thursday that "physical evidence” 
has led authorities to link the Los 
Angeles area murders to the killing 
of a San Francisco man found shot to 
death in his bedroom. 

Authorities declined to elaborate 
on why they-believe the cases are 
related. 

“They’re not talking about that," 
said Deputy John Broussard, a Los 
Angeles Sheriff’s Department 
spokesman who said detectives be¬ 
lieve their investigation would be 
compromised if this information 
became public. 

The body of Peter Pan, a 66- year- 
old accountant, was discovered Sun¬ 
day in the affluent San Francisco 
neighborhood near Lake Merced. His 
home was ransacked and his 64-year- 
old wife, Barbara, was found uncon¬ 
scious near her husband. Police said 
the woman had been shot in the head 
and struck in the face. 

A Los Angeles news service report¬ 
ed late Thursday that a maroon Pon¬ 
tiac reported in one of the Valley 
Intruder killings had been seen out¬ 
side the Pan home. City News Ser¬ 
vice also said a message scrawled on 
the wall inside Pan's house connect¬ 
ed that murder to the Los Angeles 
County crime wave. The news service 
didn’t identify the source of its infor- 
mation. 

The Los Angeles Sheriff’s Depart- 

Please see STALKER, 
Page A-8 
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Stalker: 

Continued from Page A-l 

. mont Is heading up an inter¬ 
agency task force that is investi- 
, gating more than 25 rapes, as¬ 
saults and murders. In most of 
the cases, the victims were at¬ 
tacked by a man who got into 
their homes through an un¬ 
locked door or window. 

"Our homicide investigators 
■have confirmed the San Francis- 
• co Police Department homicide 
case is related to the Valley In¬ 
truder cases currently under 


'Absolutely no question’ 


Investigation here in Los An¬ 
geles County," said a spokesman 
for Sheriff Sherman Block, 

Los Angeles authorities have 
identified seven killings in the 
recent crime spree as the work 
of the same man. On Thursday 
San Francisco detectives had 
clearly linked their case to two 
of those, which they declined to 
name. 

Broussard, however, acknowl¬ 
edged that the Pan assault has 
some resemblance to an Aug. 8 
killing in Diamond Bar and July 


20 incident in Sun Valley. 

In each of those cases, the 
attacker shot a man to death and 
sexually assaulted the man’s 
wife. Police didn’t say whether 
Barbara Pan was sexually as¬ 
saulted. 

The attacker in both the Sun 
Valley and Diamond Bar cases 
matched the description that 
detectives used to prepare a 
composite sketch of the Valley 
Intruder suspect, who is be¬ 
lieved to be about 6 feet tall, 
with curly brown hair and 


stained, gapped teeth. 

Despite the statements of 
police, an expert in criminal 
psychiatry told the Star-News 
Thursday he doesn't believe the 
man responsible for the killings 
in Los Angeles County would 
travel to San Francisco and 
commit murder again. 

It's more likely the San Fran¬ 
cisco murderer is a "copycat,” 
said Dr. Alfred Coodley, a clink 
cal psychiatry professor emeri¬ 
tus at the USC School of Medi¬ 
cine, who has examined crimi¬ 


killings linked 


nals as a consultant to the Los 
Angeles Superior Court and the 
state parole system. 

Citing widespread publicity 
given the murders in Los An¬ 
geles County, Coodley said, "a 
certain percentage of individu¬ 
als who were right on the brink 
of committing (a similar crime) 
are now more prone to do so." 

In both Northern and South¬ 
ern California Thursday author¬ 
ities advised residents to contin¬ 
ue with precautions such as 


locking all doors and windows at 
night and to be observant. 

"The absolute worst thing we 
could do right now is let down 
our guard," said Monterey Park 
Police Lt. Joe Santoro, "because 
all it’s going to take is one phone 
call (from a citizen who reports 
a suspicious individual) to break 
this case.” 

If the killer is in San Francis¬ 
co, added Arcadia Police Capt. 
Neal Johnson, “that doesn’t 
necessarily mean he’s going to 
stay there.” 
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Dy Mark S. Wamlck and Jeff Gottlieb 

Herald staff writers 



(AN FRANCISCO — This city began trembling yesterday with 
V. 3jj3k the same fear and panic that has shaken Los Angeles in recent 
/SiSB weeks, as authorities linked the vicious Night Stalker serial killer 
to a murder here. 

The place that enjoys being so different from Los Angeles suddenly 
possessed strikingly similar characteristics: fearful residents, increased 

police patrols and distribution of a 
haunting, police artist’s composite 
sketch of a curly-haired man with 
gapped, teeth. 

It's tl^|»*gj» believed respon¬ 
sible foriMp^Mseven murders in 
the San San Fernando 

valleys -£ , Wbo , 'pbIice here describe 
as the suspect in an attack inside a 
San Francisco home earlier this 
week. The incident left a 66-year- 
old man dead and his wife seriously 
wounded. 

Both were shot once in the head 
with a small-caliber gun after some¬ 
one broke into their home, authori¬ 
ties said. 

Killed was Peter Pan, 66, an 
accountant at San Francisco Gen¬ 
eral Hospital. His 62-year-old wife, 
Barbara, a Crocker Bank employee, 
remains hospitalized in stable con¬ 
dition. She has not provided a 
description oLher attacker, to inves¬ 
tigators. 

San Frs-OTiHio,police said the 
connectiitftlfetiyeen the attack here 
and two cists; 6i; : Los Angeles was 
based on'JpEysicai? evidence found 
at the murd'aF-rCene. 


San Fr^OTis^O jpolice said the 
connectiditifefiyeen the attack here 
and two cists- tilv^os Angeles was 
based on5 pfijsieaij evidence found 
at the murd'aF-kCene. 

There are very, very direct 
similarities,” said Cmdr. Frank Jor¬ 
dan of the San Francisco Police 
Department. The evidence includes 
a message the killer scrawled at the 
Pan home, according to a source 
close to the investigation. 

In addition, the source said, a 
1978 Pontiac Grand Prix linked to 
one of the Los Angeles cases was 
spotted near the Pans' house. The 
car is either maroon or brown and 
has several dents. 

To emphasize the importance of 
the case, San Francisco Police Chief 
Cornelius Murphy met yesterday 
with other top-level police officials 
and representatives from the de¬ 
partment's nine stations. All offi 
cers on patrol were shown the 
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couple was 
attacked 


Map, right, shows San Francisco home 
of Peter Pan, who Bay Area police say 
may be latest victim of Night Stalker. •' ■■ ■ 
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composite drawing of the suspect. 

“When it’s likely he’ll strike 
again, we need to take all the steps 
necessary,” Murphy said. 

Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Sherman Block, whose department 
is coordinating a multiagency inves¬ 
tigation of the Night Stalker, also 
confirmed the San Francisco link to 
the mass murderer yesterday. The 
suspect might he responsible for at 
least 30 attacks jn the Los Angeles 
area, according: to task force mem¬ 
bers. 

He attacks his victims after 
entering darkened homes through 
unlocked doors or windows. His 
weapons have included a gun, a 
knife and a blunt instrument. 

Los Angeles County sheriff’s 
officials said yesterday that no 
other murders are being reviewed 
by Night Stalker investigators. 
However, because the killer ap¬ 
pears to have moved to San Fran¬ 
cisco doesn’t mean he won’t return, 
they said. 

“We don’t want our community 
to drop its guard,” said sheriff’s 
Deputy John Broussard. “They 
should treat the incident as if it 
took place here.” 

Los Angeles sheriff’s deputies 
continue to be flooded with tips 
from citizens. “People see him all 
over the place,” one detective said 
yesterday. 

Official reaction to the Night 
Stalker here was exactly the same 
as that in Los Angeles, with authori- ; 


“There are very, 
very direct 
similarities, ” 
including a 
message the killer 
scrawled at the 
San Francisco 
victims * home. 

Cmdr. Frank Jordan 

San Francisco Police Department 


ties warning residents to lock their 
doors and windows and to be on the 
alert. In addition, San Francisco 
police sent an extra 80 to 90 
plainclothes officers to patrol city 
streets last night. 

“This will continue for an indefi¬ 
nite period until we evaluate what’s 
next,” Jordan said. 

In the Pans’ upper-middle-class 
neighborhood near Lake Merced, 
frightened residents said yesterday 
they were contemplating purchas¬ 
ing home alarms or securing their 
doors and windows. They were the 
same fears voiced in recent weeks 
by residents of such Los Angeles 
County cities as Rosemead, Arcadia, 
Northridge and Diamond Bar — all 
places hit by the Night Stalker. 

“I’m scared to death,” said Asya 
Mandelbaum, a next-door neighbor 


■ of the Pans. “We’re talking about 
installing bars over the windows or 
putting in an alarm. 

“I never thought about that 
before, but this is very serious.” 

The Lakeside District where the 
Pans were attacked is a quiet, 
residential area with rows of_two- 
story homes lining the streets^ 

Authorities believe the suaseSS- 
entered the Pans’ house througfLlu 
side window hidden from the street 
and neighbors some time Saturday 
night. The Pans were found in their 
bedroom about 10 a.m. Sunday by 
their son, who does not live at 
home. 

“Everybody feels touchy about 
this,” said a neighbor who asked not 
to be identified. “We were hoping it 
was more of a gang thing than some 
sick guy." 

The man said he planned to 
install bars over his windows and 
locked' gates in front of his doors. 

One young woman living across 
the street from the Pans said she 
had taken extra precautions in 
recent days, including placing a 
chair in front of her basement door. 

“We’re making sure we’re lock¬ 
ing up more carefully,” said the 21- 
year-old, who also asked that her 
name not be used. “And we talk to , 
our neighbors on the phone to i 
check up and make sure every¬ 
thing’s OK.” 

Like others, she too couldn’t 
quite believe the attack on the . 
Pans. “It was a shock because I - 
never thought anything like this 
would happen here.” ] 
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Ballistics Tests Tie 
Slaying in S.F. to 
‘Valley Intruder’ 

By ERIC MALNIC and MARK ARAX, Times Stall Writers ■ 


At least three different forms of 
evidence link the "Valley Intrud¬ 
er" to killings in San Francisco and 
the Los Angeles area, it was 
learned Friday. 

These links are said to be ballis¬ 
tics tests, messages scrawled on 
walls and a "distinctive” piece of 
evidence the killer leaves behind in 
the homes of his victims. Not all 
three types of evidence are found 
in each of the cases. 

Meanwhile, at a news conference 
late Friday, Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Sherman R. Block said “We 
have now definitely tied 14 mur¬ 
ders (including the one in San 
Francisco) to this individual and 
possibly as many as 33 individual 
cases that have occurred.” 

Before the announcement inves¬ 
tigators had linked the killer to 
only seven deaths (five others 
were-under investigation) and a 
total of 27 attacks, including 15 
rapes, beatings or kidnapings. The 
sheriff said details of the additional 
murders and other crimes would be 
released late Friday. 

San Francisco Mayor Dianne 
Feinstein told a news conference 
earlier in the day that the ballistics 
tests established the tie between a 
weekend homicide there and at 
least two of the 13 slayings in the 
San Fernando and San Gabriel 
valleys attributed to the killer. 

A police official familiar with the 
investigation said the homicides in 
which the killer has used a weapon 
other than a gun are related by 
other "subtle but definite" evi¬ 
dence left behind in the homes of 
the victims. This evidence has been 
found in a majority of the cases and 
is “so distinctive” that it will enable 
police to rule out “copy cats,” the 
official said. 

Message on Wall 

Other sources said another 
clue—a specific message scrawled 
on a wall—was found in both the 
home in which the San Francisco 
couple were attacked and in the 
home of at least one victim in the 
Los Angeles area. 

In addition, members of the 50- 
member interagency team set up to 
investigate the case are known to 


be looking into other common 
.factors—including the fact that 
many of the victims—“a dispropor¬ 
tionate number,” as one investiga¬ 
tor put it—are of Asian descent. 

The team has sent dental charts 
believed to be those of the killer to 
more than 3,000 dentists in the Los 
Angeles area. The charts were 
obtained from a dentist whose 
business card was found in a stolen 
automobile. Investigators believe 
that the car, recovered in March, 

A specific message 
scrawled on a 
wall was found 
in both the home 
in which the San 
Francisco couple 
were attacked 
and in the home 
of at least one 
victim in the Los 
Angeles area. _ 

had been used by the intends? 
during the abduction of a cMd. 
dentist told police that ih*. pa¬ 
tient—who had used a phony name 
and address and had paid in 
cash—matched the description of 
the intruder. Investigators say lit¬ 
tle further evidence was recovered 
from the car. 

The team is also continuing to 
check out reports that a maroon or 
brown 1978 Pontiac Grand Prix— 
possibly with a damaged right front 
fender—was spotted near the scene 
of a killing in Sun Valley. The team 
' is discounting reports that a similar 
car was seen near the home of the 
San Francisco victims. 

The Valley Intruder has been 
described by survivors as a curly 
haired man in his late 20s or early 
Please sec INTRUDER, Page 6 
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30s with gapped and rotten teeth. 

On Thursday, Block confirmed 
that the intruder had been linked to 
the weekend shooting in San Fran¬ 
cisco that left accountant Peter 
Pan, 66, dead, and Pan’s wife, 
Barbara, 64, in critical condition 
with a bullet wound in the head. 

On Friday, Feinstein also an¬ 
nounced a 810,000 reward for infor¬ 
mation leading to the conviction of 
the killer. The San Francisco re¬ 
ward is in addition to the $10,000 
posted by the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors and to two 
anonymous donations— 810,000 
from one donor and $10 from 
another—to the supervisors’ re¬ 
ward. The city of Arcadia, where 
two slayings linked to the Valley 
Intruder occurred, has posted a 
85.000 reward. 

Responding to a reporter’s ques¬ 
tion. Feinstein said a ballistics test 
was the key link between the San 
Francisco and Los Angeles-area 
attacks. A police official in Los 
Angeles said the tests showed that 
the gun used on the Pans was also 
used in two murders here—one in 
Sun Valley, the other in Diamond 
Bar. 

Both Feinstein and the official 
declined to elaborate on the caliber 
of the gun or other specific find¬ 
ings, but the San Francisco mayor 
did appeal to the public for any 
leads in the case. 

"Somewhere in the Bay Area, 
someone is renting a room, an 
apartment or a home to this vicious . 
serial killer,” Feinstein said, indi¬ 
cating a belief that the killer may 
still be in Northern California. 
Investigators in Los Angeles say he 
may have returned to the South¬ 
land. 

A police official said the "subtle 
but definite” evidence that links 
the Los Angeles-area murders is 
something that’s "common, but not 
kinky. . . .’’ 

Sources close to the case have 
declined to describe the words 
scrawled on the walls other than to 
deny they were "Jack the Ripper,” 
as reported by some news media. 
The FBI has prepared a psycholog¬ 
ical profile of the Valley Intruder 
based on information provided by 
Los Angeles County sheriff’s depu¬ 
ties, Los Angeles police officers and 
other Los Angeles-area peace offi¬ 
cers involved in the case. 

On Friday, John Holford, public 
information officer for the FBI in 
San Francisco, said San Francisco 
police are providing additional in¬ 
formation that will be sent to the 
FBI Academy in Quantico, Va.,'to 
flesh out the profile. 

At his Friday news conference 
Block also criticized some police 
agencies and news organizations 
for releasing what he called "very 
crucial, sensitive" information re¬ 
garding the search for the killer. 

“This places our community in 
jeopardy . . . and it impedes our 
ability to go forward with our 
investigation," he said. 

Times staff writers Mark A. 
Stein and Dan Morain contributed 
to this story. 
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Night Stalker has killed 




























LA. sheriff 
now links 
33 cases 
to fiend 


By Mark S. VVamick 

Herald staff writer _ 


t he vicious Night Stalker 
serial killer, who has terror¬ 
ized Los Angeles County 
and San Francisco, has been 
linked to at least 14 murders and 
also may be responsible for as many 
as 19 attacks, Sheriff Sherman 
Block said during a rare late-night 
news conference yesterday. 

Investigators have reported 
some forms of evidence linking the 
Night Stalker to the San Francisco 
killings: _ 

■ Unspecified evidence has been 
found in victims’ homes where the 
killer used a weapon other than a 
gun. Police say this evidence is 
distinctive enough to rule out copy 
cats. , j « 

■ A message scrawled on a wall 
Was found in the home of the San 
Francisco couple attacked last 
weekend and in the home of at least 
1 one Los Angeles-area victim. 

■ Ballistics tests show the San 
Francisco incident and at least two 
of the killings in the San Fernando 
and San Gabriel valleys are con¬ 
nected. 

■A man said to match the 
description of the Night Stalker 
reportedly visited a Southern Cali¬ 
fornia dentist recently, but gave a 
'ftsige name and address. A key 
fSfciftent of the description is that 
•$f4%spect has gapped, discolored 
Investigators have now dis- 
r what they believe to be 

debts! charts of the Stalker to 5,000 
dentists in the state. 
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At his Hall of Justice briefing 
last night, Block said he expected 




rounding 


foi ft this indi- 




Block said, 
% fear he 
.Again. “We 
*31 continue 
Hng until he 


t0 the 

gTS^ef-lTdv^jfycmflLig the San 
" ■fa-ottel-?ali&y7 tlfe'SSn Fernando 
t. Valley, Whittier and San Francisco, 
e Block said. In almost all cases, the 
most obvious common thread has 
been the suspect’s method of opera¬ 
tion: nighttime attacks inside dar¬ 
kened homes after entering 
through an unlocked door or win¬ 
dow. 

Five of the 14 murder victims 
have been Asian, but Block said he 
didn’t think the Stalker has been 
targeting persons of any particular 
race. 

“The evidence would tend to 


indicate, that, based on the entry, 
the individual goes into neighbor- 
? hoods and looks for places with 
easy access,” he said. 

[ During the hastily called press 
: conference, Block complained that 
• ® ome law enforcement agencies 
have disseminated sensitive infor¬ 
mation that "has significantly jeop¬ 
ardized the investigation.” 

The information was given out 
after the Stalker was linked to the 
San Francisco murder. 

“Perhaps the most critical im¬ 
proper release of information was 
the information relating to our 
contacting the dentists seeking as¬ 
sistance and secondly the ballistics 
linkage between some of the cases ” 
he said. 

The string of murders tied to the 
serial killer, began March 17 in 
Rosemead. The suspect’s most re¬ 
cent murder occurred some time 
last Saturday night in San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Authorities reported Thursday 
that the San Francisco murder and 
the slayings in Los Angeles suburbs 
had been linked by “physical evi¬ 
dence” found at the murder scenes. 
Yesterday authorities reported that • j 
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14 murders linked to Night Stalker 


By BRANDON BAILEY 
Staff Writer 

At least 14 people have been brutally 
murdered by the killer dubbed the 
Night Stalker, Los Angeles Sheriff 
Sherman Block said Friday in a hastily 
called late-night news conference. 

Block added six people to the previ¬ 
ously released list of eight victims. 
Most were elderly. All were killed late 
at night inside their homes. 

"Evidence has been developed which 


definitely links this individual to 14 
murders and possibly as many as 33 
cases.” Block said. 

All sh; of the new victims were San 
Gabrieivalley residents. 

Vincent Zazzara, 64, and his 44-year- 
old wife, Maxine, were killed March 27 
in their home in county area outside 
Whittier. William Doi, 65, was shot and 
killed May 14 in his Monterey Park 
home. His 63-year-old wife was beaten 
and raped. Joyce Nelson, 60, was beat¬ 


en to death in Monterey Park July 7. 
On July 20, a Glendale couple, Maxon 
Kneiding, 68, and his wife, Lela, 64, 
were shot to death in their bedroom. 

The other killings of the 

assaults have occur;:; 'Suyv.iTnout the 
San Gabriel and Sail valleys 

as part of a wave cl‘ vsKero.-j that has 
terrified people acrois ikt&unty. 

“We believe this individual will con¬ 
tinue the way he has been going until 
he is stopped ... either when he is 


apprehended or encounters someone 
... who stops him," Block said. 

The sheriff called the press confer¬ 
ence after San Francisco Mayor Dianne 
Feinstein announced earlier Friday 
that the gun that killed a San Francisco 
accountant last weekend was linked to 
a dozen Los Angeles County murders. 

Block made it clear that he was upset 
by the disclosures, which included the 
previously unrevealed facts that ballis¬ 
tics tests had shown the same gun was 


used in some of the murders. 

“The more (the killer) knows about 
what we know, the better he can con¬ 
ceal his identity," Block said. 

“A week ago we didn’t have a heck of 
a lot to work on. As of now, we have 
even less.” 

Block said that ballistics tests linked 
the cases, but 

see MURDERS, 
Page A-6 







Murder: Night Stalker linked 
to deaths of at least 14 people 


Continued from Page A-l 

would not elaborate. 

Guns were not used in all the 
Los Angeles County homicides 
police believe were committed 
by the killer, however. 

The victims akgJx$Jude two 
Arcadia women throats 

were slashed an^sffiMdonrovia 
woman who di&PSwer being 
beaten severely. 

Police are warning San Fran¬ 
cisco residents to lock their 
doors and windows at night. 
Officials said a special task 
force of 70 San Francisco police 
officers and detest fees- has been 
assigned to find the killer, while 
other uniformed and plain¬ 
clothes officers are being paid 
overtime to patrol residential 
neighborhoods. 

Peter Pan, a 65-year-old San 
Francisco accountant, and his 
wife were attacked last Satur¬ 
day night. Barbara Pan, 64, was 
shot in the head and blud¬ 
geoned; she remained hospital¬ 
ized and unconscious in serious 
condition Friday. 

The killer apparently entered 


the Pans’ two-story house 
through an unlocked window, 
police said. The Los Angeles 
area killings also were commit¬ 
ted by someone who entered the 
victims’ homes through open 
windows or doors. 

The apparent similarity be¬ 
tween bullets fired in file- J$an 
Francisco and Los Angeles 
County attacks was mentioned 
by Feinstein as she announced a 
$10,000 reward her city is offer¬ 
ing for information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of the 
killer. 

“Somewhere in the Bay Area, 
someone is renting a room, an 
apartment or a home to this vi¬ 
cious serial killer,” Feinstein 
said at a press conference. “I 
appeal to anyone who can iden¬ 
tify this man to come forward 
now.” 

Los Angeles County Supervi¬ 
sor Pete Schabarum also invited 
donations Friday to supplement 
the $10,000 reward offered by 
the Board of Supervisors here. 

An anonymous donor wrote a 
$10,000 check on Thursday and 
one person mailed in a check for 


$10, said Thomas Hibbard, a 
Schabarum aide. Persons inter¬ 
ested in contributing may call 
(213) 974-4111 for more infor¬ 
mation, Hibbard said. 

Added to a $5,000 reward 
that the Arcadia City Council 
authorized in July, through the 
We-Tip program, the total 
amount offered as a reward, in 
the Night Stalker killings is now 
$35,010. 

In San Francisco, where both ' 
major newspapers played the 
story on their front pages, re¬ 
ports circulated that a car 
linked to one of the Southern 
California slayings was seen 
near Pan’s house at some point 
last weekend. 

While official police spokes¬ 
men refused to comment, South¬ 
ern California law enforcement 
sources contacted by the Star- 
News discounted the reported 
sighting of the car, a 1978-80 
maroon or brown Pontiac Grand 
Prix with damage to one fender. 

That car was seen after the 
July 20 Shooting death of Chai- 
narong Khovanath at his home 
in the Los Angeles neighbor¬ 
hood of Sun Valley. 
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Police set citizens straight about serial murder suspect 
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Murder suspect may be driving different vehicles; 
second composite drawing more accurate, police say 


"There’s absolutely no ques¬ 
tion in my mind that this man" 
— the so- called Valley Intruder 
or Night Stalker — "was in San 
Francisco,” said Chief Cornelius 
Murphy of the San Francisco 
Police Department. 

After conferring with sher¬ 
iff’s detectives from Los An¬ 
geles County, San Francisco 
police announced Thursday that 
"physical evidence” has led 
authorities to link the Los An¬ 
geles area murders to the killing 
of a San Francisco man found 
shot to death in his bedroom. 

Authorities declined to elabo¬ 
rate on why they believe the 
cases are related. 


Acting Arcadia Police Chief Neal Johnson informs 
public on serial murder case at Wednesday's meeting. 


ByBRADHAUGAARD 

Slaff Writer 

About 120 Arcadians gathered at Baldwin 
Stocker School Wednesday night for a second 
briefing on the series of murders that have terror¬ 
ized the San Gabriel and San Fernando valleys. 

Acting Arcadia Police Chief Neal Johnson said 
it appears the suspect is using various vehicles, so 
police are not able to alert the public to watch for 
a certain make of car. 

In response to a question, he said the first draw¬ 
ing of the suspect, released by Monterey Park 
Police, was based on inadequate information. The 
later sketch, showing a curly haired, leaner man, 
is believed to be more accurate, he said. 

He added that since July 1, Arcadia police have 
been following up 15 to 25 leads a day, and have 
been giving reports regarding more distant loca¬ 
tions to other law enforcement agencies. 

Lt. Richard Honaker said officers are even fol¬ 
lowing up possible leads from out-of-state. Of the 
eight to 10 of these, he said, none appear to be 
connected to the local case. 

Honaker added that there is physical evidence 
that police are now studying, but it involves things 
PhotobyTomLaBarbera lhat cannot be discussed in public. 

Johnson informs „ . a t ,P a , v ?.S nlg ’ another speaker at the meeting, 

ednesdav’s mpptinn a ' d lhat lf the murderer "continues to work this 

eanesaay s meeting. arua it is like!y he wi|1 be caught by this (Arcadia) 


police department.” 

‘If it walks or talks or moves in this town,” Hi- 
nig said, "it's going to be shaken down.” 

Johnson said one person was checked out in 
Tiny’s Restaurant on Santa Anita Avenue and 
Huntington Drive, and then just a short time later 
as he rode his bicycle down Santa Anita Avenue. 
One man, he said, has been checked out five 
times. Police, he added, are also making numer¬ 
ous random stops of single people in cars at night. 

Since the beginning of the murders, Johnson 
said there have been numerous rumors. 

Some of them start, he said, because people see 
the yellow police tape cordoning off an area and 
assume it is because of a murder. The only mur¬ 
ders in Arcadia, he said, are the two that have 
been reported. 

He said there is one persistent — and absolute¬ 
ly false — rumor that five to 10 women have been 
abducted and raped from Santa Anita Fashion 
Park. 

Officer Don Alcorn said another untrue rumor 
is that two women had their heads cut off and 
goat's heads placed on their beds. 

Johnson said that since July 1,26 new neighbor¬ 
hood watch groups have been started in Arcadia 

A third police briefing will be held 7:30 p m 
next Wednesday at Foothills Junior High Schooi 
at 171 E. Sycamore Ave. in Arcadia. 
















Guardian Angels offering new home-watch progi 

said. 

The purpose of I 
is to keep potentii 
off-guard and helpt 
hood feel more set 


comfort residents, said Danny via. 339-9244. zens live. Lewis said. 

.. As a house-sitter, the Guard- ''It's a psychological comfort 

ian Angel stays up between to the community because the 

. „ _ midnight and 6 a m., while the response is immediate — we re 

"Single, elderly women are homeowner sleeps, said Lewis, already in the neighborhood, 

frightened about spending the Neighbors in a four-block area Some people have told us it 

---- -- will be told ahead of time where !? ke ? U P 10 ha >f “ h o“r for po- 

the Angel is staying and the h<* to show up. Lewi. said. 

_ , . to test the program here," said B hone number Lewis said some experienced 

house and stand guard while Lewis. tr . neighbor susnerts a Angela from New York City will 

you sleep. Curtis Sliwa, founder of the Drowler or another dlslSrbance be joining newly trained Guard- 

Starting Tuesday, between 15 Guardian Angels in New York, P , or , he wl) | col , , h , . „ tan Angels as hoiue-sitters in 

and 20 Guardian Angels will be will explain the house-sitting ho imme dlatelv reaoondi to ‘heioat-formed San Gabriel 
staying overnight in homes all program Monday night at 7 30 ft,cSUaftwmUrinathJchab X. alle L C f apt f r, v Wh,r K* more 
over the-San Gabriel Valley to In the multi-purpose room of u,der 2ho cafl. no«JS‘ Iha ?. 1° Ange ' have bee " n ' 
discourage and confuse the the Sants Anita Family YMCA. .Lid ' P ’ cr H‘ ted o r „ ■ , „ ^ 
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CALIFORNIA 


Attorney to urge 
Ramirez to drop 
public defender 

LOS ANGELES — A Texas 
lawyer asked by the family of 
Richard Ramirez, suspected in 
the so-called “night stalker” 
killings, to check into the case 
‘accused Ramirez’s public de¬ 
fender Thursday of mishandling 
the case. 

“I’m making sure he gets a 
fair trial. Then I will drop out,” 
said Manuel Barraza of El 
Paso, who isn’t licensed to prac- 
tice law in California. 

• Barraza said that when he re¬ 
turns to Texas he will advise 
Ramirez’s family to retain a 
private California attorney for 
Ramirez. 

: Ramirez, 25, a drifter from El 
Paso, has been charged with 
one .of 15 serial killings linked to 
the “night stalker” in the Los 
Angeles area and San Francis¬ 
co. He is being held without bail 
at Los Angeles County Jail. 

Deputy Public Defender Allen 
Adashek, who is assigned to Ra¬ 
mirez’s case, couldn’t be 
reached for comment. 
























Grisly proof 
sought in * 
‘stalker’ probe 

From staff and news-service reports 

Eyes gouged out of a “night 
stalker” slaying victim are among 
the evidence being sought by law- 
enforcement investigators, the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment said Tuesday. 

Sheriff’s Deputy Rick Adams 
said the two eyes were listed in 
affidavits related to. the “night 
stalker” investigation and that 
they were cut out of Ope Of the 15 or. 
more victirps attributed to the seri¬ 
al killer. 

“The victim’s eyes were re-, 
moved in one of the homicide cases 
currently under investigation and 
have been listed in several search 
warrant affidavits that were 
served at several locations, includ¬ 
ing one in El Paso, Texas,” Adams 
said. 

In addition, the eyes may have 
been mailed to the sister of so-, 
called “night stalker” suspect' 
Richard Ramirez in El Paso, ac¬ 
cording to an affidavit cited Tues¬ 
day in newspaper reports. 

“One victim’s eyes were cut out 
in these murders,” the affidavit re¬ 
portedly said. “They may have 
been mailed to the listed address¬ 
es.” 

No eyes were discovered during 
a search of the home of the sister, 
Rosa Flores, but more than 300 
items were found that Ramirez al¬ 
legedly stole and hid in the.hogtg^- 
The affidavits are the 
cial confirmation of mutil|3fe3§f& ' 


rituals may have taken 
crime scenes. Investigators have 
downplayed devil worship as a 
part of the attacks. 

But the- affidavit also said inves¬ 
tigators were looking for satanic 
materials: such as writings or 
drawings that Ramirez may have 
mailed to relatives. 

“It’s the longest search warranty 
I’ve ever seen,” El Paso County 
Court at Law Judge John Fashing 
reportedly said of the 55-page 
search warrant, filed in Texas by 
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s De¬ 
tective Robert Perry. 

In addition to the sister’s home, 
"ie home of Ramirez’s father, Ju-' 
fee" 1 Ramirez S*-. also was 
lbJ,? hed last week,^ urt reC ords 







































JUDGE’ Gag Order Issued 


on Stalker Case Comments 


Continued from Page 1 

treatment, when compared with 
these proposed X-rays, will help 
determine the defendant’s where¬ 
abouts during the period in ques- 
- tion.” 

Under the terms of the gag order, 
no witnesses, court officers,- public 
officials, law enforcement officers 
or attorneys can publicly release 
purported statements from Rami¬ 
rez or documents concerning the 
case. They are also precluded from 
commenting outside of court on the 
weight or effect of evidence against 
Ramirez or the identity of prospec- 
ft^wftatssaes. 

Show's Scaled • 

Si« also seals court re- 
eot'ds, which, until Tuesday, 
conta^sd; little information except 
for a lengthy medical report per¬ 
taining to Ramirez’s visits to Coun- 
ty-USC Medical Center in 1983. 
The records, obtained from the 
hospital at the request of the 
prosecution, primarily concern a 
two-week hospitalization in Sep¬ 
tember, 1983, in which Ramirez 


was treated for an infection to a 
finger on his right hand. 

Ramirez told doctors that he had 
been bitten on the hand by a man 
whom he had punched in the 
mouth. The records also included a 
report on a subsequent hospital 
visit that December, in which Ra¬ 
mirez was treated for a cut on his 
right hand. 

The gag order follows Soper's 
approval Friday, at Adashek’s re¬ 
quest, of a ban on any attorneys or 
others from seeing Ramirez with¬ 
out the defender’s approval. 

Adashek has been publicly criti¬ 
cized by Manuel Barraza, an El 
Paso attorney who said he was 
retained by Ramirez’s family. Bar¬ 
raza has contended that Adashek is 
more interested in money and fame 
through bc-i^fMmovie deals than 
in proving Me client innocent—a 
charge that. i.ffe»hek has strongly 
denied. Barraza has returned to El 
Paso, after making a series of 
comments to reporters about Ra¬ 
mirez after jailhouse visits with 
him. 
























Judge Imposes Gag Osier 
on Stalker Case Comments 

By PAUL FELDMAN, Times Staff Writer 


A Los Angeles Municipal Court 
judge on Tuesday imposed a gag 
order forbidding public comments 
by lawyers, police and other offi¬ 
cials involved in the highly publi¬ 
cized murder case of Night Stalker 
suspect Richard Ramirez. 

The order was issued by Judge 
Elva R. Soper at the request of 
Ramirez’s attorney. Deputy Public 
Defender Allen Adashek. At a brief 
hearing before Soper, in which 
Ramirez looked on, Deputy Dist 
Atty. P. Philip Halpin, who is 
prosecuting the case, did not pro¬ 
test the order. 

Ramirez, 25, who is scheduled to 
enter pleas Sept. 27, is being held 
without bail in Los Angeles County 
Jail on charges of one count of 
murder and seven other felonies in 
Los Angeles County. He has also 
been charged with murder, at¬ 
tempted murder, burglary and rob¬ 
bery by San Francisco authorities. 

The El Paso native, a drifter who 


has spent much of the last five 
years in California, is suspected by 
authorities of having committed as 
many as 14 slayings and 21 as¬ 
saults, kidnapings and rapes in a 
grisly spree that may have begun 
in June, 1984. 

Overriding Adashek’s objection, 
Soper also has granted a request by, 
Halpin that dental X-rays, photos' 
and impressions of Ramirez’s teeth 
be taken by the county medical 
examiner’s office for use as evi¬ 
dence. 

In a statement to the judge 
Friday, Halpin said Ramirez’s 
"teeth are unique in appearance 
and are believed to have been 
described by numerous victims and 
witnesses for the prosecution. 

“It is also believed that the 
defendant was being treated den¬ 
tally at the time of the commission 
of these crimes and that X-rays 
taken during the course of that 
Please see JUDGE, Page 3 


TUESDAY'S AIR QUALITY 


Hourly average pollution. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

.Ozone: invisible, irritates,and impairs breathing. 

Nitrogen dioxide: brown, impairs breathing. 

Carbon monoxide: invisible, reduces blood's oxygen,.. 


S = Clean air standard. (Blanks indicate missing data). 

1 = 1 st stage episode; air unhealthful for everyone. 

2 = 2nd stage episode; air hazardous for everyone. 

* Nitrogen dioxide and carbon monoxide not measured. 
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: BRIEFLY; 

'Stalker* shooting victim 
soon may leave hospital 

A fund-raiser by a Mission Viejo 
'pizza parlor has raised about $4,000 
to help pay for the medical and 
' therapy bills for the last victim of 
the so-called “night stalker.” 

Lamp Post Pizza, at 25102 Mar¬ 
guerite Parkway, donated all of 
•Thursday’s profits for Bill Cams, 
.who is being treated at Mission 
Community Hospital, according to 
owner Richard Morese. 

Cams, shot three times in the 
month by the so- 
is expected 

.W-'M&r iMnchazstd from, hospital 
about a week, a Mission 
.%$&&&&? ifeapftai spokeswom 


Cams, a 29-year-old Mission 
Viejo man, nearly is ready to be 
transferred to a rehabilitation pro¬ 
gram, said spokeswoman Jan 
Walker. She said she could not 
specify what type of rehabilitation 
he will require as the family has 
not yet chosen among several un 
der consideration. 

The fund-raiser began at 11 a. 
and was “wall-to-wall” for most .of 
the day until closing time at 10 
p.m., Morese said. 

Cams’ girlfriend, who was sexu 
ally assaulted in the attack, and 
. parents were among those visited 
the restaurant Thursday, along 
with many workers from Bur¬ 
roughs, where both Cams and his 
girlfriend worked. 

Burroughs employees raised an 
additional $781.73 for Cams by 
leaving a jar at the restaurant and 
■ asking people to contribute. 

• Other contributions included 
$150 from a baseball team spon 
sored by Panel-Air Corp. in Costa 

• Mesa, and $15 from a Whittier 

. woman*. 

Cams was rushed to the hospital 

• Aug. 25 in critical condition. He 
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68 charges 
filed against 
Stalker suspect 


By SELWYN EIBER 
Staff Writer 

Night Stalker defendant Rich¬ 
ard Ramirez was charged Friday 
with a total of 68 felony counts 
— including 14 murders — that 
are based on 20 seperate inci¬ 
dents involving 28 victims in 
Los Angeles County. 

The charges, made public by 
District Attorney Ira Reiner 
during a mid-morning press 
conference, include three lewd 
acts on children ages 6, 8 and 
16. The 6-year-old is from Arca¬ 
dia, the 8-year-old from Eagle 
Rock and the 16-year-old from 
Sierra Madre. All are girls. 

Ramirez, a 25-year-old tran¬ 
sient born in El Paso, Texas, 
also was charged with five at¬ 
tempted murders, 19 burglaries, 
six robberies, seven rapes, five 
acts of oral copulation, seven 
acts of sodomy and two kindnap- 
pings. 

The dates of the crimes listed 
op the complaint span from an 
Eagle Rock area murder that 
occurred on either June 27 or 
28, 1984, to a Diamond Bar 
murder on Aug. 8,1985. 

The new charges include the 
eight already filed on Sept. 3. 
The eight relate to two inci¬ 
dents: the May 14 attack in 
Monterey Park when 66-year- 
old William Doi was shot, and 
the May 9 burglary and robbery 
of 85-year-old Clara Hadsall of 
Monrovia. 

San Francisco authorities also 
have charged Ramirez with the 
Aug. 17 murdep 66-year-old 
accountant Peter Pan. 

When asked if further charg¬ 
es later would, be filed by his 
office, Reiner said, “None is 
anticipated.” 

“We have completed our as¬ 
sessment of the evidence,” he 
added. “This is the case as we 
expect it will go to preliminary 
hearing and a trial.” 

Still, he said it is not impossi¬ 
ble that more charges could be 


'We have 
completed our 
assessment of the 
evidence. This is 
the case as we 
expect it will go to 
preliminary 
hearing and a 
trial . 9 

.— Ira Reiner 
District Attorney ! 


filed as various police agencies 
search their files of unsolved 
cases. 

The death penalty will be 
sought on all murders since 
special circumstances are in¬ 
volved, Reiner said. 

Ramirez was arrested Aug. 
31, after he was chased and 
beaten in East Los Angeles after 
allegedly trying to steal a car. 
He is being held without bail in 
county jail. 

Appearing Friday afternoon 
in downtown Los Angeles Mu¬ 
nicipal Court, Ramirez’s defense 
attorney Allen Adashek did not 
enter a plea on the charges. 
Judge Elva Soper set a new plea 
date of Oct. 17-. 

Ramirez was in the court 
building, but did not appear in 
the courtroom. Soper said he 
was in a lockup room “for his 
benefit” where he could view 
the proceedings. 

Loud shrieks could be heard 
during the few minutes the 
Ramirez case was heard. Ada¬ 
shek would not say after the 
proceedings whether Ramirez 
was the one screaming. 

A county marshall in the 
courtroom said it could have 

Please see STALKER, 
Page A-5 
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'Stalker'itriss again 


Mission Viejo, Calif (AP>—A man 
dubbed the "night stalker” who is 
blamed for 14 slayings shot a man and 
sexually attacked a woman yesterday, 
the 34th and 35th attacks attributed to 
the serial killer, police said. 

“We do believe it is the work of the 
‘night stalker,’ ” said Orange County 
Sheriff’s Lt. Richard Olson. 

A woman called at 2:40 a.m. to say 
her boy friend had been shot by a 
man in their Mission Viejo home, 55 


milss southeast of Los Angeles, 
Olson said. 

The man was shot in the head and 
the woman was sexually attacked, 
said Olson. 

The shooting victim, William 
Cams, 29, was in extremely critical 
condition after surgery at Mission 
Community Hospital, according to a 
nursing supervisor. Olson said 
man is not expected to live. 
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Tracking the ‘Sti 

Calif, manhunt intensifies; police carefully guard clues 



By Eric Brazil 
USA TODAY 

LOS ANGELES — Officials 
from one end of California to 
the other Monday closely 
guarded details of attacks by 
the “Night Stalker” — height¬ 
ening the mystery surrounding 
the gap-toothed intruder. 

Police in Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Orange County 


theorized that the less the 
Stalker knows about the man¬ 
hunt, the better. 

“We’re just not going to re¬ 
lease any information relating 
to the evidence,” said Los An¬ 
geles County Sheriffs Sgt Mi¬ 
chael Kenyon. 

Several law enforcement 
agencies refused comment on 
reports the Stalker tends to at¬ 
tack people who live in tidy yel¬ 


low houses near freeways. Oth¬ 
ers dismissed the reports as 
media fabrications. 

Data under wraps: 

■ Results of ballistics tests, 
the exact way he kills his vic¬ 
tims, messages scrawled on the 
walls of some of the victims’ 
homes and one other unspeci¬ 
fied “trademark.” 

■ A psychological profile of 
the Stalker prepared by the 


FBI and the LA task force’s 
bulletin to dentists describing 
him as missing 12 of 32 teeth. 

The Stalker officially is de¬ 
scribed as a slender, Mooter 
with gapped, discolored teeth. 

His latest attack came Sun¬ 
day in the Orange County com¬ 
munity of Mission Viejo. Bill 
Cams, 29, is near death after 
being shot in the head Sunday. 
His girlfriend was raped. 


The Stalker is believed to 
have attacked at least 35 peo¬ 
ple and killed 14 during a five- 
month reign of terror. Most oc- 
cured in Los Angeles. 

The Los Angeles County 
Sheriffs Department heads a 
task force hunting for the kill¬ 
er. Orange County and San 
Francisco — where one attack 
occured — are conducting sep¬ 
arate investigations. 









Police link 
6 night stalker 9 
to 14 deaths 


LOS ANGELES (AP) - A killer 
dubbed the “night stalker” who ter- 1 
rorizes suburban homes at night has 
been linked to 14 murders from Los 
■Angeles to San Francisco, but offi¬ 
cials fear the search for the man may 
have been hampered by the release of 
too much information. 

Dental records that may be those of 
the gap-toothed killer have been sent 
to more than 3,000 dentists and a re¬ 
ward has grown to $35,000. Police 
would not comment yesterday on re¬ 
ports that the killer scrawled mes¬ 
sages on the walls of some victims’ 
homes. 

“We have definitely tied 14 mur¬ 
ders to this individual and possibly as 
many as 33 individual cases in L.A. 
County and the case in ban Francis¬ 
co,” Los Angeles County Sheriff Sher¬ 
man Block said at a news conference 
late Friday. 

Previously, police had blamed the 
attacker for seven murders and 27 
attacks, including rapes, beatings and 
kidnappings, most in the San Fernan- 
I do and San Gabriel valley areas of 
Southern California. The first assault 
was reported Feb. 8 and the first slay¬ 
ing March 17. 

Block criticized San Francisco 
Mayor Dianne Feinstein for telling 
reporters that last weekend’s murder 
of San Francisco resident Peter Pah, 
66, and the attempted murder of his 
wife, Barbara, 64, had been linked to 
the killer through ballistics tests. 

' Ms. Feinstein disclosed the results 
of ballistics tests Friday as she an¬ 
nounced that she was adding $10,000 
to a reward fund for information 
leading to the capture of the attacker. 

“I’m telling you that information 
[released to the media] has signifi¬ 
cantly jeopardized the investigation 
that is under way,” Block said. 

Investigators are worried that the 
killer may change his methods be¬ 
cause of the details that have been 
released. 

Although he criticized release of 
the dental information as the most 
damaging, Block explained that the 
records were obtained from a dentist 
whose card was found in a car be¬ 
lieved stolen by the killer.- 

The dentist said he had treated a 
man matching the description, but 

iveri a 
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Prosecution makes mold of Ramirez’s teeth 


By Andy Furillo 

Herald staff writer 


SS nvestigators have taken impressions 
KBS of Richard Ramirez's teeth to help 
9 identify the Night Stalker suspect and 
B aid detectives in tracing the move¬ 
ments of the alleged serial killer in the 
months leading up to his arrest 

Many witnesses and victims who caught 
glimpses of the Night Stalker told investi¬ 
gators that his most noticeable characteris¬ 
tic was his decaying teeth. 

The impressions to make casts of 
Ramirez's teeth were taken Friday by Dr. 
Gerald Vale, chief of forensic dentistry for 
the Los Angeles County coroner’s office. 

Also gathered during the dental exami¬ 
nations were X-rays and "photographs of 
particular positions of the defendant’s 
teeth,” according to a court order that 
enabled investigators to gather the cast¬ 
ings. 

In a statement in support of the court 
order. Deputy District Attorney P. Philip 
Halpin said that Ramirez's teeth "are" 
unique in appearance and are believed to 
have been described by numerous victims 
and witnesses for the prosecution." 

Halpin said “it is also believed that 



(Ramirez) was being treated dentally at the 
time of the commission of the crimes and 
that X-rays taken during the course of that 
treatment, when compared with these 
proposed X-rays, will help determine the 
defendant’s whereabouts during the period 
in question.” 

Before Ramirez’s Aug. 31 arrest in East 
Los Angeles, investigators had obtained 
records from a dentist who treated a man 
matching the description of the suspected 
Night Stalker. 

Detectives statewide have linked at least 
15 murders thus far in the Night Stalker 
investigation. Ramirez, a 25-year-old drifter 
from El Paso, Texas, has been formally 
charged with two: the May 14 murder of 
William Doi, 65, of Monterey Park, and the 
Aug. 17 slaying of Peter Pan, 66, in San 
Francisco. 

In support of the court order, which was 
signed Friday by Municipal Court Judge 


Elva R. Soper, Halpin quoted a 1975 court 
case that referred to tooth molds which 
“would be used to compare with the teeth 
marks on the murder victims’ bodies." 

But Los Angeles sheriff’s spokesman LL 
Dick Walls, when asked if the killer had 
bitten his victims, said, “There are no bite 
marks on any victims.” 

Halpin declined to comment further. 

Vale, the dentist who prepared the 
molds for investigators, said the process 
involves placing inside the defendant’s 
mouth an impression tray filled with a 
creamy material known as alginate. 

The impression, taken separately for 
each jaw, hardens into a rubber-like mold, 
and is removed from the mouth. The mold 
is filled with a plaster-like material which 
dries and forms a positive replica of the 
teeth, Vale said. 

"It’s the same type of procedure done 
routinely in dental offices all the time,” 
Vale said. "An orthodontist does it if he's 
making a study cast, and dentists use it to 
make a partial denture.” 

Meanwhile, deputy public defender 
Allen R. Adashek obtained two court 
orders Friday to prevent anybody from 
visiting Ramirez in County Jail without the 
approval of the public defender’s office. 

One of the orders, apparently directed 


specifically at El Paso lawyer Manuel 
Barraza, who engaged in a public debate 
with Adashek last week over the public 
defender’s handling of the case, barred any 
attorney from visiting Ramirez in jail 
without having Adashek present 

Adashek last week criticized Barraza, 
who was hired by Ramirez's family to 
represent their interests in the case, for 
making public statements about the Night 
Stalker suspect’s mood after visiting the 
suspected serial killer. * *. 

The other court order prohibited Rami¬ 
rez from receiving any visitors at. all 
without the approval of Adashek or other 
“duly authorized employees of the public 
defender's office." ;•' 

Barraza, who last week accused 
Adashek of seeking personal financial gain 
in the Night Stalker case, said yesterday 
that Ramirez’s sister had to go through the 
public defender’s office before she could 
visit her brother over the weekend. 

“She found it objectionable,” Barraza 
said. j 

Adashek also sought and obtained' a 
court order to keep Ramirez in solitary 
confinement in order to keep him away 
from the general population at County,JaiI. 

Adashek was unavailable for comment 
yesterday. . , 
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BRIEFLY: 


Mission Viejo ‘night stalker’ 
victim to enter new facility 

Bill Cams, the Mission Viejo 
man shot Aug. 25 by the so-called 
“night stalker,” was released 
Tuesday in fair condition from 
Mission Community Hospital. 

Nursing Supervisor Denise Im- 
bault said Cams, 29, has been 
moved to another Orange County 
health facility for rehabilitation 
and further treatment. At the re¬ 
quest of a member of Cams’ fam¬ 
ily, “who has asked that it be kept 
private," she refused to name the 
institution. 

Cams, a North Dakota computer 
engineer who had moved to Mis¬ 
sion Viejo early this year, was shot 
three times in the head by an in¬ 
truder who crept into his home 
shortly after midnight. His injuries 
rendered him partly paralyzed, 
doctors have said. 

No charges have been filed in the 
case by Orange County authorities. 
However, police have linked a car 
believed used daring the attack on 
Cams and his girlfriend—who was 
sexually assaulted — to Richard 
Ramirez, 25', the prime suspect in 
the “night stalker” serial slayings. 

Fingerprints found in the orange 
Toyota station wagon have been 
matched with those of Ramirez,, 
who was arrested on Labor 1 
weekend in East Los Angeles. 
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Mostly cloudy today with a 20 percent 
chance of showers, then clearing to¬ 
night Cooler with highs in the lower 70s, 
with lows in the 50s. 

—Full report. Page AS 
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St&lker: Ramirez may have brother living in L.A. 


Continued from Page A-l 


Street address Tuesday, but MejggjstsVs 
told him they heard that 
was related to the defendant. 

Bonnie Trejo, a resident in the neigh¬ 
borhood, said she heard the Brannick 
Street residence was where Ramirez’s 
brother lived. 

Ramirez does have a brother who goes 
by the name of Julian Ramirez, J. Rami¬ 
rez, 25. 

With Soper’s order, all court docu¬ 
ments now are sealed. Witnesses, attor¬ 
neys, police and other public employees 
now are barred from releasing any infor¬ 
mation or discussing the case publicly, 


except in court. 

News reporters are not bound by the 
order and cannot be barred from report¬ 
ing any information they learn. 

“This order shall be enforced until this 
matter (Ramirez’s trial) has been dis¬ 
posed of or until further action of the 
court,” Soper wrote at the conclusion of 
her four-page written order. 

Earlier in the day, reporters had exam¬ 
ined medical records that prosecutors 
had subpoenaed from Los Angeles Coun¬ 
ty- USC Medical Center. According to 
wire services, there were 100 pages of 
documents, including reports from 
Ramirez's visit to the county hospital two 
years ago. 


Ramirez had sought treatment for a 
hand wound, telling doctors he punched 
a man in the mouth and was then bitten, 
wire services reported. 

Monday, reporters had inspected sub¬ 
poenas showing that authorities ordered 
X-rays and molds made of Ramirez’s 
teeth. Ramirez is described as having 
extremely bad teeth. 

Witnesses and victims in many of the 
Night Stalker assaults have described a 
man with rotting and missing teeth. Ear¬ 
lier this summer, authorities learned 
that the man they believed to be the 
Night Stalker had gone to a Los Angeles 
dentist, seeking treatment under a false 
name. 


Although one subpoena cited a court 
case in which teeth molds were used to 
compare with marks on a murder vic¬ 
tim’s body, Los Angeles County Sheriff’^ 
spokesmen told reporters Monday that 
none of the Night Stalker victims had 
bite marks. 

Court files usually are open to the 
public and press, in keeping with consti* 
tutional guarantees that a defendant is 
entitled to an open trial and that citizen^ 
have a right to know about the workings 
of the courts and other branches of gov* 
ernment. 

Gag orders often are sought and grant; 
ed in connection with unusually contro¬ 
versial cases when an attorney or judge 
feels that publicity is excessive. 








Judge issues gag order 
in Night Stalker case 

By BRANDON BAILEY court officials to see those docu- 

Staff Writer ments. 

Witnesses, attorneys and Before the records were 
other officials are barred from sealed, they were viewed by City 
making public statements or News Service reporter Tim 
releasing documents relating to Harrell and two other journal- 
the trial of Night Stalker sus- ists. 

pect Richard Ramirez under a Hospital records from Coun¬ 
gag order issued Tuesday by a ty-USC Medical Center that 
Los Angeles judge. were viewed by Harrell indicat- 

The order apparently was ed Ramirez listed a 1249 S. 
requested by defense attorney Brannick St. address in East Los 
Allen Adashek, with the concur- Angeles as his residence in 1983 
rence of prosecutor P. Philip when he was treated for a hand 
Halpin, both of whom have injury. In the records, Julio 
expressed concern over news Ramirez was identified as his 
coverage of the case. brother and the closest relative 

Municipal Judge Elva Soper for notification in case of an 
issued the order late Tuesday emergency, 
afternoon, after news reporters No one was home during 
had examined subpoenas and Harrell’s visit to the Brannick 
court files relating to Ramirez’s 

niedical and dental records. The Please see STALKER, 

reporters had the permission of Page A-3 




Wight “ Stalker attack shatters a 


family forever 


The empty Sun Valley house smelled 
of fresh paint; the new carpet softened 
under my reluctant footsteps. Finger¬ 
print dust lingered around the handle 
of the sliding glass door in the living 
room. 

A colorful, trolley-shaped light 
switch by the bathroom door read, 
"Jolly Trolley." The lions, tigers and 
bears grinned down from the curtains 
Into the bare bedroom where 8-year- 
old Kevin had played and slept with 
security. 

On the kitchen counter lay an old 
Valentine that had been found in the 
rear of a cabinet. “Happy Valentine's 
Day, Mom, Dad,” Kevin had printed 
for himself and his 3-year-old sister, 
Kimberly. “So wipe your sadness away. 
Always be happy." 

But the family will not always be 
happy. It will never be a whole family 
again. 

Shortly before dawn on July 21, the 
Night Stalker shot Kevin's dad, Chaina- 
rong Kovananth, in the head as he 
slept. He tied Sonkid Kovananth’s 
hands behind her back and raped her 



in the bed beside her dead husband. 

Kevin awoke at the shots, screaming 
with terror. The Stalker hit him repeat¬ 
edly In the face with the barrel of his 
gun, leaving the child's face swollen 
and blue for weeks. 

Kimberly was lucky. She slept 
through the nightmare. 

So much has been and will be written 
about the Night Stalker. But we hear 
little about the victims whose lives 
were devastated. 

Wherever I sought information 
about survivors, vacant homes were 
mute testimony to families wounded 
forever by the violent invasion of a 
stranger, a madman, into their sleep, 
their homes, their lives. In Monterey 


Park, Rosemead and Sun Valley, three 
homes of victims were for sale. In 
: rent, 
washed 
'rn and 
fibors, 
face on 



Kovananth home, 
Sg Westmoreland 
i house. He is a 
Kamily's, the agent 
who sold the Kovananths their house 
when they were happy and hopeful. 
Now he was selling it when they were 
traumatised and shattered. 

Westmoreland said Sonkid did not 
want to talk to the press and had been 
encouraged not to by police and her 
attorney. But he related with distress 
his friend's description of her night of 
terror. 

For an hour and a half, the Stalker 
roamed his victims’ house. Sonkid sat 
tied and trembling and indelibly in¬ 
jured after the attack while the intrud¬ 
er casually got a glass of orange juice 
from the refrigerator, washed his face 


in the bathroom and used a family 
towel. She was afraid to run because 
her son whimpered nearby and her 
daughter slept. The attacker took 
Sonkid by the arm and out into the 
dawn light to see what he might want to 
take from the garage at the front of the 
house. 

Sonkid's description of her attacker 
produced the widely published com¬ 
posite drawing, and the hand prints left 
on the wall and the juice glass gave 
police vital breaks. 

Sonkid is living with a sister and get¬ 
ting counseling at her Buddhist temple, 
Westmoreland said. She laughed for 
the first time recently. "She has states 
of melancholy," Westmoreland said. 
"Kevin was very quiet for a long time." 

Westmoreland and his wife, Hataya, 
who is Chinese, met the Kovananths 
when they came to the United States 
from Thailand 11 years ago. “They 
came to this country with very little,” 
Westmoreland said. “He worked in a 
parking garage, and she worked as a 
waitress. But they saved and were able 


to buy this house. When they started 
importing jewelry from Thailand and 
selling it, they began doing a lot bet¬ 
ter." 

But the Stalker took with him 
$40,000 in jewelry that Sonkid had 
temporarily taken out of their safety 
deposit box. There was no insurance to 
cover the jewelry while it was in the 
house, so she will get only $500 for it. 

In the days following the attack, 
Sonkid gave all her furniture to a 
fledgling temple. A Buddhist priest 
blessed the home and the bed to -re¬ 
lease her husband’s soul to heaven. As 
a Buddhist, she will never remarry. 
And what now for Sonkid, the gentle 
Chinese woman who worked hard with 
her husband for a piece of the Ameri¬ 
can dream? 

Her friend Westmoreland replied, 
“Who knows?" 

Jane Estes is a Star-News staff writ¬ 
er. 

Star-News Editor Chuck Cher- 
niss’ column will return Thursday. 







Bullets Fired 
Into Heads but 
Couple Survive 

; a# 

By THOMAS OMESTAD I V ''' jA 

and MARC IGLER v A'» >. 

Times Staff Writers \) 

An intruder awakened a Northridge man 
and his wife and shot them in the head 
early Tuesday morning, but the wounded 
man chased the gunman from his house and 
then drove his wife and 4-year-old daugh¬ 
ter to a hospital. jguggu 

Christopher Petersen, 38, a |||||||||ise 
supervisor, was reported in goc^jjs*sSlon 
at Northridge Hospital Medical fSllllllith 
with wounds in his head and neck. His wife, 
Virginia, 27, a Postal Service clerk, was 
reported in stable condition with a face 

!|!j|||| Angeles Police Department spokes- 
Ifjgpj said officers were looking into the 
||§|l|>ility that the shootings were con¬ 
nected to a string of similar predawn 
attacks that have occurred in homes in 
Glendale and the San Gabriel and San 
Fernando valleys since March. 

“I don’t know if they're connected right 
now,” said Lt. Ron Lewis, head of Los 
Angeles Police Department homicide de¬ 
tectives. 

“It’s just too early,” he said. “In order to 
determine any connection, we have to sit 
down and take a look at all cases," he said. 

Four Killed 

The series of attacks includes four people 
killed and four women beaten or raped in 
June and July in the San Gabriel Valley. 
Monterey Park Police Chief Jon Elder said 
last month that while “we can’t specifically 
connect the crimes ... at this point, we 
believe we’re looking for one suspect” in 
those cases. 

Monterey Park Police Lt. Joe Santoro 
told a meeting of worried residents at that 
time that “this is not something that is 
happening only in Monterey Park,” adding 
that “there are several hundred police 
officers working on the case.” He did not 
elaborate. 

Los Angeles police have refused to 
discuss whether they are taking part in the 

Please see INTRUDER, Page 6 
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Continued from Page 1 

investigation. 

The San Gabriel Valley slayings 
included two women in Arcadia, 
both of whom were found with 
slashed throats, and a man and a 
woman in Monterey Park, who 
were bludgeoned to death. 

A Glendale couple were shot to 
death. A Thai immigrant was shot 
to death in his sleep and his wife 
raped at their home in Sun Valley. 

All the crimes were attributed to 
an intruder who entered the house 
late at night. 

Monterey Park police were 
hunting a suspect about 25 to du 
years old, 160 pounds, with curly 
brown hair, about 6 feet tall. 

The Petersens could only de¬ 
scribe their assailant to police as a 
man about 6 fe,et talk 1 . 


Door Possibjy Unlocked. " ,. g 
The intruder Jl 

in the 18200 BloEk^UAcr& Stffiet.. 
about 2:30 

door, which' rff?.)! ha^e bepji.unr : w 
locked, said DdteSStive LaiiHopbiv?.. IS 
Virginia 

holding a pistil', *1 

screamed Jtfid thW.Mh.an. 1*60 ? , 
single shot at deS’ejafffiJi;,, . J1I-,.. 

The noise:awa}#.^hfg?P®^.. 
Petersen, and the ■gfcaraan-sltoa mat . 
in the head. ' 

“She screamed, Who are you. 
What do you want?’ Then bang, 
said Bill Petersen, father of the 
wounded man, who spoke to him m 
the hospital. “My son raised up m 
bed, and the guy shot him as he 
turned his head to look at his wife. 

That probably saved his life.” 

The father said a bullet struck 

Virginia Petersen on the side of her I 

nose and passed through her head 
near her eye. Christopher Petersen 
was shot in the temple but the 
bullet coursed downward and 
lodged in his neck. Neither suffered 
brain damage, police said. 

Fired Again 

Christopher Petersen jumped out 
of bed, and the gunman fired at him 
again and missed. Petersen chased 
him through a hallway and the 
living room, his father said. The 
gunman fired and missed again. 

Christopher Petersen then threw 
himself to the floor in front of his 
daughter’s bedroom door. He was 
pretending he had been hit again, 
so he could attack the intruder if 
the gunman tried to enter the girl s 

room, his father said. 

The couple’s daughter heard the 
commotion but did not leave her 
room until the intruder had Red, 

but did not rule out other diet 
They said there were no^hti ;: i 
the house, in a qujg' /Slacked 

neighborhood, hadjy^m. 

qtw itpms had . 


























Ri'FE: Attack Not Believed 
Lmked*ro ‘Valley Intruder’ 


Latest Attack Is 
Not Believed Tied 
to ‘Valley Intruder 


Continued from Page l 
are seeking be dubbed the “Valley 
Intr?$®’ Others in the media 
■^krching for an appropriate moni- 
£sjr have labeled the wanted man 

S i “Valley Invader,” “Walk-in 
Her” and “Night Stalker.” 
Whatever his label, the assailant 
gains entry through open windows 
and unlocked doors to attack sleep¬ 
ing victims. Nearly all of the 
residences where attacks have oc¬ 
curred were poorly lighted and 
unfenced. 

Investigators from the Sheriff’s 
Department and the Los Angeles, 
Arcadia, Glendale, Monrovia and 
Monterey Park police departments 
are participating in a manhunt that 
Block described as “far more com¬ 
plex” than that mounted in the 
Hillside Strangler murders of the 
late 1970s. Block said the six-agen- 
cy task force is “growing every 
day” and probably now numbers 
more than 50 detectives. 

The case thus far has baffled 
.investigators, .who invariably de¬ 
pend on a killer's modus operan- 
di —a consistent pattern of behav¬ 
ior—to discover clues and make 
arrests. The pattern often involves 
a killer's preference for a particular 
type of weapon or victim. 

“That’s why is so 

mind-boggling,pSlck said. 
"There’s no consi||||||||t all.” 
Even in those cases where vic¬ 


tims have been shot, a different 
gun apparently has been used, the 
sheriff noted. 

The essential links between each 
episode have been the assailant’s 
method of entry and the physical 
description offered by survivors 
and witnesses. The intruder has 
been described and depicted in a 
composite drawing as a thin man 
between 6 feet and 6 feet 2 inches 
tall and between 25 and 30 years of 
age. He has discolored front teeth 
that are widely gapped and curly 
brown hair. 

In Sunday’s incident, the elderly 
woman was attacked at about 5:30 
a.m. in her one-story house. She 
did not get a good look at her 
assailant because he was wearing a 
mask, Block said. However, she 
described the man as considerably 
shorter than the individual wanted 
in the other crimes, he said. 

The woman’s description of his 
height—and the fact that the at¬ 
tacker did not exhibit a weapon, 
wore a mask and did not beat 
her—led investigators to discount 
the possibility that the crime was 
committed by the same person 
being sought by the task force, 
Block said. 


By DAVID FREED, Wm^taff Writer 

The rape of an 84-year-old San Gabriel 
woman early Sunday may not have been 
the work of a late-night intruder being 
sought by a police task force in a county¬ 
wide series of slayings and assaults, au¬ 
thorities believe. 

Despite initial speculation that the in¬ 
truder had struck again, there were few 
similarities between Sunday’s incident and 
earlier attacks in which people have been 
shot, stabbed, raped and bludgeoned in 
their homes, Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Sherman Block said Monday. 

The elderly woman’s description of her 
assailant, as well as methods the attacker 
used, "lead us to believe that it may not, 
and probably is not, related” to the six or 
more murders and as many as 13 other 
non-fatal assaults linked to one person, the 
sheriff said. 

Many of the incidents—dating back to 
February—have taken place in the San 
Gabriel and San Fernando valleys, leading 
Block to suggest Monday that the man they 
see RAPE, 
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Fear of violence still lingers 


Attack wave 
in valley left 
5 dead, 4 hurt 

By LAURA NICHOLSON 
Staff Writer 

1 During the past three months five 
people have died and four others 
.have been attacked in a path of vio¬ 
lence that has stretched from Monte¬ 
rey Park to Monrovia. 

All but one of the victims were 
women; they all were physically as¬ 
saulted, and two women had their 
throats slashed. The four female 


murder victims were brutally beaten. 

Authorities have sail! that similari¬ 
ties exist among the cases and that 
one person could be responsible, but 
they have not committed themselves 
to saying that all of the cases are 
linked. 

It started on May 14 when William 
Doi was shot and killed in his Monte- 

Thc SgSSlJd man apparently 
confro5pp||sss|5lar who entered his 
home i^^^^^^fnoming hours. 

Doi ijSf’aaSFio dial the 911 emer¬ 
gency number, but died before police 
could arrive. His 63-year-old wife, 
though sexually assaulted, probably 

Please see ATTACKS, 
Page A-6 


Wave of violence 

.14 William Doi. 65. was 
shot and killed in his Montefoy Park 
home, his 63-year-old wlo was sexo- 

.‘"■ a jum"i d - Mabte Beil, 83, and 


her sister Florence Lang. 81. were 
found beaten in . their Monrovia 
home. Bell died in a hospital July 15. 


‘■duly 7—Joyce Nelson, 60. was ' 
was raped in Monterey Park. 


Residents told 
little about 
recent assaults 

By LAURA NICHOLSON y-rgf. 

Stall Writer 

During the past several weeks,vA&x! 
need for home security has been 
en into West San Gabriel Valley WHfi 
dents. 

They have heard repeated police 
warnings to bar their doors and lock 
their windows. In record numbers 
they have asked police for home secu¬ 
rity checks. 


They have seen the red berets of 
the Guardian Angels on their normal¬ 
ly placid streets, and some have 
bought handguns, rifles and shotguns 
to protect their homes. 

But at the same time they know lit¬ 
tle of what has happened in their 
otherwise peaceful cities and are call¬ 
ing for information from local police 

I e clamor comes after nine peo- 
most of them elderly single 
en, were brutally attacked or 
iered in their homes In the past 
14 weeks. 

The attacks, in Arcadia, Monrovia, 
Monterey Park and Sierra Madre, 

Please see INFORMATION, 
Page A-6 
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Attacks: Residents, officials 
haunted by recent violence 

Continued from Page A-l quiet residential block of Haven Avenue in 

Arcadia. 


survived Lt. Joe 

Santoro toi4'tte,gt5{fe;3&f assttnbled in Mon- 

Doi’s desf§wiwt.j«8$SrA;i sSnoticed in the 
San Gabrisf:%‘ai!%i';.engis<> connection was 
made wheP 'lc/e^Vid'ci'i^.'i^riiii^i were, found 
beaten in tbsis. H&ntei&faqf!. v5ine 1. 

A gardens feS open door and 

found Mabifti^KStd SfiScbcw&ang lying bat¬ 
tered in twb’ibidr'ssiisi'br'fhbir^ome on North 
Alta Vista Avenue. 

Authorities believed the elderly women may 
have been there for as long as two days. Their 
home had been ransacked. 

After a six-week fight for life. 83-year-old 
Bell died July 15. Her 81- year-old sister still 
clings to life in a local hospital. 

When the sisters were found, the attack 
seemed like the lone act of a solitary burglar. 

All that changed the week of July Fourth. 

During that week two women died, and atten¬ 
tion began to focus on the possibility that one 
killer was responsibile for the deaths. 

The temperature hit 95 degrees June 28, the 
start of a heat wave that would send the mercu¬ 
ry soaring as high as 107 in the next five days.*. 
People left their windows open at night to seek 
relief from the day's heat. 

Sometime around midnight on June 28, Patty 
Elaine Higgins was slain in her home in Arcadia 
where she lived alone. 

The attacker may have entered through a 
back door that was found ajar or climbed 
through an open window. The home was so old 
it would not have been hard to break in, said Lt 
Richard Honaker of Arcadia. 

The bloody, partially clothed body of the 32- 
year-old schoolteacher was found in the bath¬ 
room. She had been brutally beaten. An autopsy 
later showed that her throat was slashed. 

The home was in disarray, and authorities 
were not certain what might have been taken. 

Mary Louise Cannon’s home stood along a 


Temperatures were soaring above 100 de¬ 
grees when authorities received word of an 
apparent burglary of Cannon's home. 

When the police arrived to investigate, they 
found Cannon’s body lifeless in the bedroom. 

The 75-year-old woman, who also lived alone, 
had been badly beaten, but an autopsy showed 
that she died of a lacerated throat 

A spokesman for the sheriff’s department 
told reporters the woman’s home had been ran¬ 
sacked, but it was not clear what was stolen. 

Detectives believed the murderer had 
climbed in through a window, where a screen 
had been removed. 

A neighbor had offered to put blocks on 
Cannon’s windows only a few days before, but 
she had turned down the offer. 

“There’s a lot of time,” she told the neighbor. 

Only three days later, the community was 
shocked to learn that a 16-year-old girl had 
been beaten and nearly killed in Sierra Madre. 

The girl apparently arrived at her home on 
Arno Drive in the late evening on Friday, July 
5. At 5:45 a.m. she was found severely beaten in 
ter home and taken to a local hospital, where 
she remained for more than'a week. 

Police said the teen-ager's youth and good 
health pulled her through. 

Less than 30 hours later, on July 7, police 
officers in Monterey Park reporting finding the 
body of yet another murder victim, 60-year-old 
Joyce Nelson. 

Like Cannon and Higgins, Nelson lived alone 

Santoro suggested that Nelson had fallen 
asleep watching television, then was confronted 
by the killer about 3 a.m. Her body had.been 
battered, and an autopsy determined that she 
had died from blows to the head and shoulders. 

Within hours a 65-year-old woman became 
the fourth assault victim in her house only a 
half mile from Nelson’s. Authories said the 
woman had been raped but released no other 
information about the assault. 


Information: Neighbors told 
little about wave of asfatklts 


Continued from-Page A-l 

have raised a dilemma for law enforcement offi¬ 
cials who are being pressured to give people 
information while finding the person or people 
responsible for the attacks. 

When officers started noticing similarities in 
the recent murders and assaults they called on 
the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
for help, said acting Police Chief Neal Johnson 
of Arcadia. The sheriff's department is coordi¬ 
nating the investigation and acts as the official 
source of information. 

This cuts down the possibility that erroneous 
information will be released, he said. 

But Sgt. Frank Salerno of the sheriff’s de¬ 
partment said the homicide division doesn't 
want to release any more information — detec¬ 
tives don’t want to jeopardize their investiga¬ 
tion. 

At the department’s request, autopsy reports 
that would have detailed the injuries suffered 
by four female murder victims were not re¬ 
leased publicly. Only the cause of death was 
announced. 

The extent of the victims’ injuries, the type of 
weapon that could have caused the injuries and 
the question of whether the women were sexual¬ 
ly assaulted have not been made public. Author¬ 
ities have said they believe the women were not 
sexually assaulted. 

Salerno also would not say if the victims were 
bound, gagged or in any other way restrained, 
but ruled out the possibility that they were tor¬ 
tured. 

In some cases, facts that are readily available 
in one case are not available in another. 

Though authorities theorized that an open 
window served as an entryway for the burglar 
in some cases, in others they have chosen not to 
release any information about how the attacker 
operated. 

How an assailant entered the home of a 16- 
year-old girl who was beaten in Sierra Madre on 
July 5 is not known. 


'We check out everything. 
We check out every lead. 

We ’ll respond on every call.’ 

— Neal Johnson 
Arcadia acting police chief 


Just because residents don’t see or hear any 
specifics of what police are doing, doesn’t mean 
nothing is happening, said Lt. Robert Page of 
the Monrovia Police Department. 

Investigators are in daily contact with other 
police departments and the sheriff’s depart¬ 
ment, sharing information and making sure that 
efforts aren't duplicated. 

It's a job that is involving hundreds of offi¬ 
cers and hundreds of leads. 

"We check out everything. We check out 
every lead. We’ll respond on every call," John¬ 
son said. 

All night residential burglaries and sexual 
attacks are being looked at especially carefully 
for clues that might help police solve these cas¬ 
es, Page said. 

In addition, more police officers are on the 
streets, on overtime or working revised sched¬ 
ules. 

In Arcadia. 40 reserve officers have been 
pressed into service, and five patrol officers 
have been moved to the crime prevention unit 
to answer the added calls for assistance. 

“There's a lot of hours being put in,” Johnson 
said. 

There have been no new reports of violence 
since the body of 60-year-old Joyce Nelson was 
found in her Monterey Park home July 7, but 
officials say new leads constantly are being fol¬ 
lowed. 

Salerno concedes each day that passes makes 
it harder to find the killer but added that, “in 
this case we think there's a good chance of 
catching someone.” 








Diamond Bar 
Slaying May Bs 
Latest in Series 


By AVID FREED 
and CAROL McGRAW, 

Times Staff Writers 

A Diamond Bar man was shot to 
death and his wife assaulted in 
their bedroom early Thursday, ap¬ 
parently the latest victims in a 
countywide series of slayings that 
have sparked one of the largest law,,, 
enforcement mobilizations sine® 1 
the infamous Hillside Strangle||‘ 
case in the late 1970s. 11 

Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Sherman Block said investigators 
from six area police agencies be¬ 
lieve they have 1 aked at least six 
or seven killings since May to the 
same person—a curly haired man 
with discolored teeth who sneaks 
through unlocked windows and 
doors before dawn to attack his 
victims as they sleep. 

Block said the slayings are 
among about 25 random assaults, 
including 12 or 13 killings, that may 
have been committed this year by 
the one man. 

‘A Killer Out There’ 


‘‘There’s definitely a killer out 
there,” Block said at a press con¬ 
ference in his office. “Six or seven 
cases appear to be pretty clearly 
the work of the same individu¬ 
al. .. . Whether we're talking 
about a serial killer beyond the 
half-dozen or so, we don’t know.” 

The series of slayings, in which 
victims have been shot, stabbed 
and bludgeoned, is being investi¬ 
gated by a task force of about 25 
detectives, according to acting Ar¬ 
cadia Police Chief Neal Johnson. 
Arcadia is participating in the ef¬ 
fort, along with the Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment and the Los Angeles, 
Glendale, Monrovia and Monterey 
Park police departments, Block 

said. __ 
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KILLER: Lates 


in Countywide Series 


Continued from Page 1 

Authorities identified the latest 
victims as Elyas Abowath, 35, who 
Was fatally shot, and his. wife, 
Sakina, 28, who was beaten. She 
was treated at a hospital and 
released. Their two sons, ages 3 
years and 3 months, were not 
harmed. 

Block said the couple were at¬ 
tacked about 4 a.m. as they slept in 
their house on a cul-de-sac in a 
quiet neighborhood of $150,000 
homes about 30 miles east of down¬ 
town Los Angeles. Their assailant 
apparently entered through an 
open back or side-window. 

Poorly Lighted, Unfenced 

The house, on Pinehill Lane, was 
poorly lighted and unfenced, Block 
said. The couple had lived there for 
about seven years. 

Abowath, who worked in the 
computer industry, was shot irs the 
head apparently shortly after the 
killer entered the house. fJjs wife 
was then assaulted. The slayer "did 
some ransacking” of the house 
before leaving. Block said. 

Frightened neighbors huddled 
Thursday morning on the sidewalk 
in front of the house, watching 
coroner’s assistants remove Abow- 
ath’s body and wondering aloud 
why their neighborhood had been 
victimized. 

"I thought we had got away from 


all this,” said one distraught wo¬ 
man, who had moved to the neigh¬ 
borhood only a month ago from the 
San Gabriel Valley, where at least 
four killings are believed to have 
been committed by the same man. 

"I keep thinking that if I hadn’t 
closed the window, it could have 
been us,” the woman said. "I guess 
it would be silly to move again. 
There doesn’t seem to be any way 
to move away from it.” 

Block said that the first of the 
related homicides may have oc¬ 
curred in the San Gabriel Valley. 
Since then, calls from citizens to 
the Sheriff’s Department have in¬ 
creased by "200% to 300%,” Block 
said. Heightened awareness among 
residents, as well as additional 
patrols, may explain why later 
killings occurred elsewhere, he 
speculated. 

Northridge Attack 

One non-fatal attack believed to 
be related to the slayings took 
place Tuesday in Northridge, 
where an intruder awakened a 
38-year-old man and his wife and 
shot both of them in the head at 
close range with a small-caliber 
pistol before escaping as the 
wounded man gave chase. 

The couple, Christopher and Vir¬ 
ginia Petersen, gave investigators a 
description of their assailant that 
was similar to those offered by 
other survivors and witnesses. The 


attacker, the-,' mi, was 25 to 30 
years old, 6 feet tflfi and 160 pounds 
with curly brown hair. 

Authorities said the killer’s front 
teeth are badly stained and have a 
wide gap. The Northridge incident 
was not linked initially to Thurs¬ 
day’s assault in'Diamond Bar. But 
when pressed by reporters, Block 
admitted a connection. 

“It appears that the person re¬ 
sponsible for these acts. . .maybe 
the person involved in similar 
incidents,” Block said. “In all of the 
half-dozen,of those cases, we have 
seen similarities that lead us to 
believe the same person or persons 
is responsible." 

Specifics Withheld 

Despite the similarities, police 
are puzzled by some characteris¬ 
tics. 

“Victims run the gamut in age, 
from 16 to upper 60s—women 
living alone, women living togeth¬ 
er, couples,” Block said. “There 
does not seem to be a uniformity of 
any kind in the type of victim.” 

Block would not specify which 
slayings and non-fatal assaults had 
been linked to one man. To do so, 
he said “would give people a false 
sense of security where there have 
been no attacks and would create 
hysteria in areas where there have 
been murders.” 

However, investigators theorize 
that victims may have included: 


• William Doi, 65, of Monterey 
Park, shot to death and his wife 
assaulted on May 14. 

• Mabel Bell, 84, of Monrovia, 
severely beaten June 2 and who 
later died. Her sister, Florence 
Lang, 81, also was badly beaten but 
survived. 

• Patty Elaine Higgins, 32, found 
dead June 28 in her Arcadia home. 
Her throat had been slashed. 

• Mary Cannon, 75,‘another Ar¬ 
cadia resident, found dead June 2 in 
her home with her throat slashed. 

• Chainarong Khovanath, 32, 
shot to death in his Sun Valley 
home while sleeping. His wife was 
assaulted and their 8-year-old son 
beaten. A man was seen driving 
away in a maroon-colored Pontiac 
Grand Prix with a damaged right 
fender. 

Block said that based on infor¬ 
mation investigators now have, 
chances are slim of solving the 
killings soon. 

Homeowner With Gun 

"Unless our investigation strikes 
a vein of gold, I would suspect that 
this guy may wind up getting 
caught by a homeowner with a 
gun,” the sheriff said. 

Detectives assigned to the task 
force from various police depart¬ 
ments are not working out of a 
central office, but are exchanging 
information and tips on a regular 
basis, according to officials. 









Mnr®ler victims throats were slashed. 


By LAURA NICHOLSON not sure it is either," said Lt. 

Staff Writer Dick Honaker of the Arcadia 

Two Arcadia women mur- Police Department, 
dered during the past week both Honaker stressed that the 
had their throats slashed, and murders of 75-year-old Mary 
officials said Wednesday they Louise Cannon and 32-year-old 
could not rule out the possibility Patty Elaine Higgins on oppo- 
that the murders were commit- site sides of the city could be 
ted by the same person. coincidental. 

“We can’t exclude the possi- “Other than the type of 
bilty it’s connected, but we’re wound, I’m not aware of any 


evidence that links them,” he dia, a quiet residential street 
said. But he added, “There’s a north of the 210 Freeway, 
lot of scared people out there.” Cannon sustained other inju- 

An autopsy performed Wed- ries, but Sgt. Frank Salerno of 
nesday on Cannon showed that the Los Angeles County Sher- 
she died of a laceration to the iff’s homicide bureau refused to 
throat. elaborate. 

Her partially clothed body Whether the women were 
was found Tuesday morning in 

her bed at her home in the 300 Please see MURDER, 

block of Haven Avenue in Area- . , Page A-7 
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Murder: 
Link not 
ruled out 

' Continued from Page A-l 


• sexually assaulted also was not 
known, Honaker said. 

Cannon was murdered five 
. days after Higgins’ partially 
clothed body was found on the 
■ bathroom floor of her home in 
^-tfee 600 block of Naomi Avenue, 
•-'south of Santa Anita Fashion 
; Park. 

«- “(Homicide detectives) won’t 
> commit themselves that it killed 
‘ "her, but (Higgins) had a lacerat- 
', «d throat,’’ Honaker said, 
r She also was beaten. 

Investigators also discovered 
t a partially opened window with 
7 * j the screen off at Cannon’s home, 
v, and Honaker said “there’s a 
-• good indication they went 

• through a side window,” to get 
' into Higgins’home. * 

T‘ Honaker noted that Cannon’s 
home had been ransacked while 
Higgins’ home was intact. In 
“both cases the obvious valu¬ 
ables, such as televisions and 
‘Jewelry, seemed to be accounted 
„ v for. 

“We do not know the motive 

• at this point (for either killing),” 
' said Salerno, who is investigat- 
’iing both slayings. 

.\ He added that the department 
is asking for help from the 
community to find the killer or 
MgglSi'Anyone with informa- 
tioft iS i)sked to call the sheriff’s 
bureau at (213) 974- 

4341. 

The Cannon murder has 
scared the city’s seniors, a 
member of one the city’s senior 
citizens’ groups said, but the 
seniors have not talked much 
about the incident. 

“It’s just that we’re afraid. So 
many of us live alone,” said the 
woman, who asked not to be 
identified. 

The woman admitted that she 
forgets to lock her door some¬ 
time and is generally careless 
about security, but “after these 
things you become more cau¬ 
tious.” 

Meanwhile, the Arcadia Po¬ 
lice Department was flooded 
with calls Wednesday from 
people looking for help securing 
their homes, Honaker said. 
Members of the 'department’s 
crime prevention, Bureau were 
•being kept performing free 
: sebtirity cheeks, he saM. 







Weather: Sunny and hazy 

Mostly sunny and hazy during the day 
and dear tonight, but with some high 
clouds at times. Highs in the low to mld- 
90s, with lows in the mid- to upper 60s. 

— Full report, PageA-2 
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Autopsy shows Monrovian died from blow to head 


By LAURA NICHOLSON 
Staff Writer 

A blow to the head killed M e w tt tl 
Mabel Bell more than six weeks 
her battered body was found So her 
home along with that of her aadmr, » 
coroner’s autopsy showed Wednesday. 

Bell was found with her sister, Flo¬ 
rence Lang, 81, in the home they 
shared on North Alta Vista Avenue in 


Monrovia on June 1. They may have 
been lying there for two days, authori¬ 
ties theorized. 

On Monday, Bell died of the Injuries 
sustained in the attack. Her sister 
remains in critical condition on life 
support equipment in a local hospital. 

Investigators have been looking at 
the possibility that the brutal beatings 
are connected to a string of murders 


and attacks in Arcadia, Sierra Madre 
and Monterey Park. 

On Tuesday night, Arcadia City 
Council offered a 55,000 reward for 
information that leads to the arrest and 
conviction of the person or people who 
murdered 32-year-old Patty Elaine 
Higgins and 75-year-old Mary Louise 
Cannon in their Arcadia homes. 

Higgins, killed June 28, and Cannon, 


who died July 2, were both found badly 
beaten and with their throats slashed. 

Sheriff’s homicide detectives arrest¬ 
ed one man, 25-year-old Highland 
Park resident Miguel Angel Paez, 
Monday night in Pasadena in connec¬ 
tion with the apparently unconnected 
murder of Rosemead resident Dayle 
Okazaki last March. 

They haven’t ruled out the possibili¬ 


ty that Paez is somehow connected to 
the other murders and attacks, said 
Sgt. Frank Salerno of the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's homicide bureau. 

But friends of the man have stead¬ 
fastly disputed the allegation. 

"It's a mind-scrambling situation," 

Please sec AUTOPSY, 
Back page, this section 
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Autopsy: Sister died from blow 


Continued from Page A-l 

one friend, who asked not to be 
identified, told the Star- News. 
“There would be no way he 
could be the person they’re 
looking for.” 

Authorities must decide today 
if charges will be filed against 
the man. 

Meanwhile, Pasadena police 
ruled out the possibility that a 
slaying in the 100 block of South 
Catalina Avenue Tuesday was 
linked to the rash of murders 
and attacks. 

Kim Chi Thi Nguyen, 30, was 
found about 3 p.m. in the bed¬ 
room of the apartment she 
shared with her boyfriend. She 


was strangled to death, a coro¬ 
ner’s autopsy showed Wednes¬ 
day. 

Pasadena Agent William 
Bergner said he could release 
no further details of the killing, 
but said “we have a feeling it’s a 
lot different,” from the other 
slayings. 

The rash of violent attacks 
has caused a steady stream of 
calls from residents, especially 
women, who are frightened by 
what was happened, said Lt. 
Richard Honaker of the Arcadia 
Police Department. 

“People are jumpy,” Honaker 
said. 

Most of the calls are from 
people reporting suspicious 


people in their neighborhoods, 
Honaker said. 

One 16-year- old girl reported 
a burglary in which the alleged 
assailant bears a similar physi¬ 
cal description to the person 
that attacked a woman in Monte¬ 
rey Park, Honaker said. 

“It’s a general description, 
but we don’t have more to go on 
than that,” Honaker said. 

The attempted burglary oc¬ 
curred about 1:20 p.m. Saturday 
in the 600 block of Woodruff 
Avenue. The girl, who was home 
alone, spotted a man looking in 
the window of her house, Ho¬ 
naker said. 

She ran to the back door of 


to head 

the home, where the man was 
trying to . break in, then turned 
and fled out the front door to a 
neighbor’s house, Honaker said. 

The neighbor confronted the 
man, who allegedly said, “Don't 
bother me. I’ve got a gun,” and 
fled. 

He was last seen in the 2400 
block of South Baldwin Avenue, 
Honaker aid. 

He was described as a Cauca¬ 
sian, possibly of East Indian 
background, between 20 and 30. 
years old, about 5 feet, 10 inch¬ 
es tall with a thin build. He had 
dark hair, a very dark mustache 
and was wearing a white sport 
shirt and dark pants. 








Area man 
arrested 
in murder 

Links to other 
deaths sought 

By LAURA NICHOLSON 
Staff Writer 

A Highland Park man, arrest¬ 
ed in connection with a Rose¬ 
mead murder after being sur¬ 
rounded by more than 30 sher¬ 
iff’s deputies, is under investiga¬ 
tion for links to other recent 
murders and assaults, a Los 
Angeles County sheriff’s detec¬ 
tive said Tuesday. 

Miguel 

Angel BA Pasadena 
Paez, 25, woman was found 
was taken murdered in her 
into custo- apartment 
dy Monday Tuesday, but 
about 8 authorities are not 
p. m. at sure if her death is 
Arlington related to the rash 
Drive and of recent murders. 
Orange Story, A-10. 

Grove - 

Boulevard in Pasadena. 

“He, at this time, is not a sus¬ 
pect in the murders that have 
occurred recently in the San 
Gabriel Valley,” said Sgt. Frank 
Salerno of the Sheriff’s homi¬ 
cide bureau. “However, we are 
still investigating the possibility 
of him being linked to those 
murderk.” 

Paez was taken to the East 
Los Angeles division of the sher¬ 
iff’s department and later trans¬ 
ferred to County Jail, where he 
is being held without bail pend¬ 
ing the formal filing of charges 
Thursday, Salerno said. 

Paez is a suspect in the mur¬ 
der ofjDayle Okazaki, 35, who 
was fojmd shot to death in the 
kitchenW her home in the 8500 
block of Village Lane in Rose¬ 
mead last March. Okazaki’s 
roommate, Marie Hernandez, 
also was shot when she saw the 
alleged assailant leaving the 
home, officials said. 

People who know the man 
said they were shocked at news 
of Paez’s arrest, and believed he 
could not have murdered any¬ 
one. 

“They’re jumping to conjec¬ 
ture,” one friend said of the 
sheriff’s department. “Guns and 
Miguel don’t mix, ever, or a 
knife, not him. ... He’s not a 
murderer.” 

Paez was a martial arts stu- 

Please see MURDER, 
Back page, this section 
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dent, the friend said, who never 
used a gun. 

He doesn’t even match the 
physical description given for 
the Okazaki murder or the re¬ 
cent attacks, the friend said. 

Paez is 5 feet, 9 inches tall 
and weighs 130 pounds. He has 
dark straight hair and is clean 
shaven, the friend said. 

But a physical composite of 
the person suspected in the 
Okazaki murder stands between 
5 feet 10 inches and 6 feet tall 
and has a moustache. 

In addition, the person want¬ 
ed in connection with the recent 
attacks weighs about 160 
pounds, the friend said. 

Another woman, a 93-year- 
old Altadena resident, said Paez 
had often taken care of her af¬ 
ter she became unable to care 
for herself. 

“I can’t believe he has had 
anything to do with violence to 
anyone,” she said. “He’s such a 
fine person.” 

She said Paez last stayed with 
her July 4 and did not leave 
until about 7 the next morning. 
On that morning, at about 6 
a.m., a 16-year-old girl was beat¬ 
en severely in Sierra Madre. She 
was able to return home from 
an area hospital last weekend, 
said Sierra Madre Police Chief 
Irwin Betts. 


Investigators have been 
watching Paez for the past four 
days, Salerno said, but he would 
not say what made investigators 
believe he might be involved in 
the murder of Okazaki or any 
other recent murders or as¬ 
saults in the area. 

Investigators have not been 
certain that the attacks are 
linked but have mounted a 
massive effort to find the per¬ 
son or persons involved. 

The death toll in those cases 
rose to five Monday when 83- 
year-old Mabel Bell died six 
weeks after she was found beat¬ 
en along with her elderly sister 
on June 1 at their Monrovia 
home. Her sister remains in crit¬ 
ical condition in an area hospi- 


Earlier, on May 14, a 65-year- 
old man was shot to death and 
hi's wife- was raped in Monterey 
Park. During the next several 
weeks, two women were killed 
in Arcadia, a 60-year-old woman 
was beaten to death in Monterey 
Park and the 16-year-old girl 
from Sierra Madre was beaten 
in her home. 

Investigators were looking for 
any clothing or other property 
that would link Paez to the 
Okazaki murder or the other 
attacks when they served search 
warrants at his home on Chest¬ 
nut Avenue in Highland Phyk 
and at a home in the 900 block 


of Pasadena Avenue, where he 
visited frequently, Salerno said. 

. He did not elaborate on what 
was found at the homes. 

• Armand Bytton, who was in 
the car with Paez at the time of 
his arrest, said they had been 
working on plans to form a non¬ 
profit corporation called the 
Institute for Human Under¬ 
standing that would help the 
mentally ill. 

Bytton said he was going to 
givePa^i a ride home when they 
SaW art tfnmarked car out front 
aftd Paez remarked that “he was 
being Watched.” He didn’t say 
how he knew that, Bytton said. 

Moments later the car was 
stopped. 


Pasadena woman murdered 


By WAYNE HARPE 
Staff Writer 

A 30-year-old Pasadena 
woman was found murdered in 
the bedroom of her second- 
floor apartment Tuesday after¬ 
noon, and detectives said they 
could not rule out 
that her death m i g h'; |S ■'£ ; a * •§■ 
ed to a string of 
and assaults in 

Kim Chi Thi 

namese immigrantf^wiS^MM’' 


dead inside her apartment 
building at 144 S. Catalina Ave. 
about 3 p.m., detective William 
Bergner of the Pasadena Police 
Department said. 

Police were unwilling to 
comment on the cause of death, 
but estimated she had been 
t killed Tuesday morning. They 
f were not certain if the woman 
.had been beaten or sexually 
'assaulted, Bergner said. 

An autopsy is being per¬ 
formed; the results are expected 


to be released today, he said. 

Details on the type of weapon 
used and the condition of the 
victim’s body were not dis¬ 
closed. Detectives said they are 
releasing only sketchy details so 
as not to damage their investiga¬ 
tion. 

“At this time, there’s not a lot 
of information we can give out,” 
Bergner said. 

The victim’s body was discov¬ 
ered by her roommate, who 
notified emergency units, he 
said. 
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L.A.’s Broken Pattern of Death 

Apparent Serial Killer's Actions Increasingly Defy Prediction 



By Katharine Macdonald 

SpKd le Th* WuIMkIm P ml 

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 28-He 
enters, almost always, just before 
the dead of night gives way to 
dawn. He enters, almost always, a 
yellow or beige house, through an 
unlocked window or door. And then, 
almost always, he walks to the bed 
where his victims sleep and shoots 
them in the head. 

He is the Night Stafker. 

The Night Stalker is the latest 
serial killer to terrorize Los Ange¬ 
les, setting a pattern only to break 


OREGON 


IDAHO 


For a time, his habit of entering 
through unlocked, sometimes open, 
windows and doors inspired the 
name the Walk-In Killer. But the 
pattern did n<* ho & In one of the 
klRifigs atfribiited t*> him, the vic¬ 
tim, :j(i*year-oId at-.tdent Tsai-Lian 
Yu, wa* dragged from her car and 
fatally shot 

The Los Acutes Herald-Exam- 
•ner coined the name “Night Stalk¬ 
er" in s banner headfiae on its front 
page. The Los Angeles Times 
called him the Valley Intruder. 
Some police officers called him the 
818 Killer because he had chosen 
all his victims within the 818 area 
code of the San Gabriel and San 
Fernando valleys. 

But last week, police say, he 
went to San Francisco and fired 
bullets into the heads of a sleeping 
couple who would have been enti¬ 
tled to think that the Valley Intrud¬ 
er was someone for southern Cal¬ 
ifornians to worry about. Southern 
Californians breathed more easily: 
The killer had migrated north. 

Then. last Sunday, someone en¬ 
tered a house in Orange County just 
before 3 a.m. Bill Cams, the 29- 
year-old owner, was shot in the 
head and his fiancee was raped. Po¬ 
lice investigators, who are with¬ 
holding information about a signa¬ 
ture piec? of evidence the killer 
leaves behind, had no doubt: the 
Night Staler had returned. 

His victims are young and old, 
men and women and children, Cau¬ 
casian and Oriental. He does not 
always shoot them. Some have been 
beaten to death. Some have been 
stabbed. Two have had their 


were shot in the head—including 
Cams, listed in critical condition 
today at Mission Community Hos¬ 
pital—have survived. 

Some of the survivors have de¬ 
scribed their attacker to police. He 
is, said Commander William Booth 
of the Los Angeles Police Depart¬ 
ment, a Caucasian with a tan com¬ 
plexion, brown curly hair and brown 
eyes. He stands 6 feet to 6 feet, 2 
inches tall and weighs about 150 
pounds. 

His teeth are widely spaced and 
badly stained. A dentist who told 
law enforcement agencies that he 
had treated a man closely resem¬ 
bling a composite drawing of the 
Night Stalker has turned over the 
patient’s records to authorities. 

Last week. Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Sherman Block told a news 
conference that the Night Stalker 
has been linked firmly to 14 mur¬ 
ders, the first on March 17. and 19 
other assaults. Authorities now say 
they are investigating the possibil¬ 
ity that he also was responsible for 
a series of child molestations in the 


pounded an orange Toyota station 
wagon linked to the attack on the 
Orange County couple. Booth said 
an anonymous caller tipped police 
about the location of the car, which 
had been stolen last week in Chi¬ 
natown. Its owner said the car had 
contained literature from his 
church, which has since received 
several crank calls from someone 
who refuses to speak. 

Police have sent copies of the 
composite drawing to gas stations 
and convenience stores. Leaflets 
telling citizens how to protect 
themselves from the Night Stalker 
were made available today at local 
police stations. The LAPD's Booth 
said, “I don’t know that you can see 
much discernible pattern" that 
would warn police where the killer 
will look for his next victim. 

But Dr. Alfred Coodley, profes¬ 
sor emeritus of clinical psychology 
at the University of Southern Cal¬ 
ifornia’s medical school, and a con¬ 
sultant to the criminal division of 
the Los Angeles Superior Court, 
sees a pattern. 

“It’s true that in the past,, aerijl 
killers have seemed to select a zaw- 
er definite kind of person," CnWfoy 
said. "They looked for an 
person, or a. child, or someone with 
a particular kind of hairdo. This 
one, on the surface, does not seem 
to have done this .... He has se¬ 
lected a whole family." 

Coodley said he believes that the 
nun now notorious as the Night 
Stalker was so abused as a child 
that he developed into “a borderline 
personality: very impulsive, poorly 
controlled and unpredictable." 
Coodley surmises that the killer is 
gripped in a "sadistic rage" trig¬ 
gered by some recent event in his 
life and that his travels to San Fran¬ 
cisco and Orange County may have 
repeated some childhood move. 

The “compulsive, driven" killings, 
Coodley said, bring the Night Stalk¬ 
er "a sick gratification. But that rap¬ 
idly disappears, and it needs to be 
repeated." 

In Los Angeles, people are shut¬ 
ting and locking windows, no matter 
how hot it gets. Some residents say 
they are buying guns. And many 
seem newly conscious of the color 
of their houses—wondering wheth- 
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Her husband, they said, confronted 
Mr. Ramirez and began beating him an 
the head before be managed to flea. 

As Mr. Ramirez was tod Into tha 
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Fear of ‘Stalker’ rides high 

L.A. citizens turn to Guardian Angels for protection 


By Roberta Ostroff 
and Eric Brazil - m/r 
USA TODAY 


LOS ANGELES — Women 
in the San Gabriel Valley — 
fearing attack by the "Night 
Stalker” — "adopted” Guard¬ 


ian Angels Tuesday, taking 
them home for protection. 

Angel leader Curtis Siiwa 
said 42 valley residents re¬ 
quested Angels to stay in their 
homes Tuesday night; another 
50 Angels patrolled streets in 
Orange County. The Stalker 


has attacked in both areas. 

"With an Angel, I will have a 
lot of confidence, said Marga¬ 
ret Del Castillo, 68. 

"I’ve never been this scared 
before. My house is yellow, and 
I live near three major free¬ 
ways,” said Carol Shultz, 36. 

The Stalker is suspected of 
14 killings and 21 other attacks 
from San Francisco to Orange 
County’s Mission Viejo. Many 
of his victims lived in yellow 
houses near freeways. 

Kathy Novell, 27, and her 
daughter, 4, who live in a yel¬ 
low duplex, called the Angels 
after an attack by the Stalker 
two blocks away in July. 

“It will be a different feeling 
knowing that they’re sitting... 
on my living room sofa ready 


to pounce,” she said. 

In developments Tuesday: 

■ The Stalker may have 
used a stolen car — an orange, 
1976 Toyota — in Sunday’s 
Mission Viejo attack. Bill 
Cams, 29, was shot in the head 
and remains in critical condi¬ 
tion. His girlfriend was raped. 

■ The Orange County sheriff 
announced his department will 
stop suspicious-looking cars 
and increase nighttime heli¬ 
copter surveillance. 

■ Los Angeles police re¬ 
leased a new composite draw¬ 
ing of the Night Stalker wear¬ 
ing a baseball cap. 

The Stalker is described as 
Caucasian or Hispanic, in his 
20s, with dark curly hair and 
stained, gapped teeth. 
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Police are on trail 
of 'Wight Stalker 5 


By DENNIS ANDERSON 
Associated Press Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP)-A man¬ 
hunt was under way today for a 25- 
year-old man identified by authori¬ 
ties as the “Night Stalker,” whose 
spree of 16 killings and 21 other at¬ 
tacks has terrorized Californians. 

“He is considered armed and ex¬ 
tremely dangerous,” Los Angeles 
County Sheriff Sherman Block said 
at a hastily called news cott ^es j as fe 
Friday' night of the suspe&g|||||- 
ard Ramirez. “We have 
where he is.” 

Authorities say Ramirez is an un¬ 
employed Hispanic whose offenses 
seem to have escalated from petty 
gambling and drug offenses to rape 
and murder. 

Orange County Sheriff Brad 
Gates said a fingerprint found fa -a 
stolen car • believed used in the 
Night Stalker’s most recent attack 
helped authorities make the identi¬ 
fication. Police Chief Daryl Gates 
said identification came Friday. 

Block said he wanted Ramirez to 
know every police officer in the 
state was looking for him and that 


Richard 

Ramirez 


I*" ■ 




“every citizen will now know exac¬ 
tly what this individual looks like.” 

At a simultaneous news confer¬ 
ence in San Francisco, police Chief 
Cornelius P. Murphy said there 
were “rumors and speculation that 
he is on his way to San Francisco. 
It’s only speculation, but we are 
treating it as fact.” 

The three officials in Los Angeles 
displayed a photograph of Ramirez, 
who bears a striking resemblance 
to the portrait of a gap-toothed 
curly-haired man drawn from com¬ 
posite descriptions of the Night 
Stalker by people who have ise en. 
him. That picture has been cir “ 
lated throughout the state in rec 
weeks. 

Ramirez has lived in Los Angeles 
for several years and also fre¬ 
quented San Francisco, but he was 
believed to have come to California 
from El Paso, Texas, authorities 
said. 

There was nothing in Ramirez’ 
criminal record to suggest the fe¬ 
rocity attributed to the killer who 

Please see Manhunt,-page 10 
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has attacked people in their homes 
as they sleep, Block said. “He has a 
criminal record for relatively mi¬ 
nor offenses.” 

Ramirez’s record included gam¬ 
bling violations, traffic offenses and 
drug possession, Block said. He was 
arrested by Los Angeles police as 
recently as Dec. 12, 1984, but the 
nature of the offense was not imme¬ 
diately known. 

Ramirez has used aliases, includ¬ 
ing Noah Jimenez, Richard 
Moreno, Richard Munoz, Nicholas 
Adame and Richard Mena, said 
Block. 

He was described as 6 foot 1, 155 
pounds, with black hair, brown 
eyes, thick lips, bulging eyes and 
extreme decay of the upper and 
lower front teeth. 

El Paso Police Sgt. Armando 
Nava said his department had no 
immediate information on Ramirez 
or when he last lived in El Paso. 

The Night Stalker has entered 
homes through unlocked doors and 
windows at night, bludgeoning, rap¬ 
ing and shooting victims ranging in 
age from 16 to 83. Most attacks have 
been in Los Angeles County, but 
other victims lived as far away as 
San Francisco, 600 miles north. 

Murphy said police believe Ram¬ 
irez is responsible for all the Night 
Stalker killings. “There is no indi¬ 
cation of any ‘copy cat’ involved,” 
he said.- 

Four kidnappings and molesta¬ 
tions, involving children as young 
as 6, may also be linked to the 
killer, police said. A reward for in¬ 
formation leading to the capture 
has swelled to more than $70,000. 

Ramirez was believed to be driv¬ 
ing a green 1976 Pontiac Gran Prix 
with license number 1LFA239. Un¬ 
der certain lighting conditions, the 
car appears to be maroon, Block 
said. 

“We made his identification on a 
combination of bits and pieces of 
information, fingerprints; mug 
shots and arrest ^records were a 
part of that pattern of inforftia- 
tion,” Block said. 

Law enforcement officials, who 
have refused to divulge numerous 1 
details of the Night Stalker attacks, 
considered withholding the identity, 
Block said. “We went through an 
agonizing, soul searching dis¬ 
cussion as to whether to proceed on 
this-identification (for the news me¬ 
dia).” 

Many frightened residents have 
taken to sleeping with guns, golf 
clubs, baseball bats or other weap¬ 
ons, including cans of hair spray. 

William Cams, 29, shot and crit¬ 
ically wounded, and his fiancee, 
whowag raped, were believed to be 
yictims of the Night 
ipaikeis; f T,hey were attacked Sun- 
4^4§|Pisf ipn Viejo, 50 miles south- 
-Angeles. 
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L.A.’s Br^&sriJMtern of Death 

Apparent Serial KiHePs Nitons Increasingly Defy Prediction 


By Katharine Macdonald 

Special to The Washington Post 

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 28—He 
enters, almost always, just before 
the dead of night gives way to 
dawn. He enters, almost always, a 
yellow or beige house, through an 
unlocked window or door. And then, 
almost always, he walks to the bed 
where his victims sleep and shoots 
them in the head. 

He is the Night Stalker. 

The Night Stalker is the latest 
serial killer to terrorize Los Ange¬ 
les, setting a pattern only to break 
it. 

For a time, his habit of entering 
through unlocked, sometimes open, 
windows and doors inspired the 
name the Walk-In Killer. But the 
pattern did not hold: In one of the 
killings attributed to him, the vic¬ 
tim, 30-year-old student Tsai-Lian 
Yu, was dragged from her car and 
fatally shot. 

The Los Angeles Herald-Exam¬ 
iner coined the name “Night Stalk¬ 
er” in a banner headline on its front 
page. The Los Angeles Times 
called him the Valley Intruder. 
Some police officers called him the 
' 818 Killer because he had chosen 
all his victims within the 818 area 
code-of the San Gabriel and San 
. Fernando valleys. 

But last week, police say, he 
went to San Francisco and fired 
bullets into the heads of a sleeping 
couple who would have been enti¬ 
tled to think that the Valley Intrud¬ 
er was someone for southern Cal¬ 
ifornians to worry about. Southern 
Californians breathed more easily: 
The killer had migrated north. 

Then, last Sunday, someone en¬ 
tered a house in Orange County just 
before 3 a.m. Bill Cams, the 29- 
year-old owner, was shot in the 
head and his fiancee was raped. Po¬ 
lice investigators, who are withol¬ 
ding information about a signature 

S evidence the killer leaves 
fli^no doubt: the Night 
Upturned. 

pgSKs are young and old, 
•Sullen and children, Cau- 

B f^iPfriental. He does .not 
Pil^l-hem. Some have been 
beateh'to&a^-iSe^^Si^fJ, been 
stabbed. TW^ ■ : l$p, their 

throats slashe^^l^^i^f.ifis vic¬ 
tims have diedfKfeivs Sdrfia who 
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. BY URRY fOGEl—THE WASHINGTON POST 

were shot in the head—including 
Cams, listed in critical condition 
today at Mission Community Hos¬ 
pital—have survived. 

Some of the survivors have de¬ 
scribed their attacker to police. He 
is, said Commander William Booth 
of the Los Angeles Police Depart¬ 
ment, a Caucasian with a tan com¬ 
plexion, brown curly hair and brown 
eyes. He stands 6 feet to 6 feet, 2 
inches tall and weighs about 150 
pounds. 

His teeth are widely spaced and 
badly stained. A dentist who told 
law enforcement agencies that he 
had treated a man closely resem¬ 
bling a composite drawing of the 
Night Stalker has turned over the 
patient’s records to authorities. 

Last week, Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Sherman Block told a news 
conference that the Night Stalker 
has been linked firmly to 14 mur¬ 
ders, the first on March 17, and 19 
other assaults. Authorities now say 
they are investigating the possibil¬ 
ity that he also was responsible for 
a series of child molestations in the 
San Gabriel Valley, j 

Today Los Angeles police im¬ 


pounded an orange Toyota statiort 
wagon linked to the attack on the 
Orange County couple. Booth saia 
an anonymous caller tipped polic^ 
about the location of the car, whicl 
‘ had been stolen last week in Chi 
natown. Its owner said the car-hat 
‘contained literature from hi: 
church, which has since receive! 
several crank calls from someoni 
who refuses to speak. 

Police have sent copies of tht 
composite drawing to gas station: 
and convenience stores. Leaflets 
telling citizens how to protect 
themselves from the Night Stalker 
were made available today at local 
police stations. The LAPD’s Booth 
said, “I don’t know that you can seP 
much discernible pattern” tha 
would warn police where the kille 
will look for his next victim. 

But Dr. Alfred Coodley, profesl- 
sor emeritus of clinical psychology 
at the University of Southern Cal¬ 
ifornia's medical school, and a .con¬ 
sultant to the criminal division of 
the Los Angeles Superior Court, 
sees a pattern. 

“It’s true that in the past, serial 
killers have seemed to select a rath¬ 
er definite kind of person,” Coodley 
said. “They looked for an elderly 
person, or a child, or someone witn 
a particular kind of hairdo. Thip 
one, on the surface, does not seem 
to have done this .... He hap se¬ 
lected a whole family.” , 

Coodley said he believes that the 
man now notorious as the Night 
Stalker was so abused as a child 
that he developed into “a borderlinp 
personality: very impulsive, poorly 
controlled and unpredictable!’ 
Coodley surmises that the kilter ip 
gripped in a “sadistic rage” trig¬ 
gered by some recent event in hip 
life and that his travels to San Fran- 
cisco and Orange County may have 
repeated some childhood move. 

The “compulsm||||||| killing^ 
Coodley said, bring-.*; fe fS&ht 'Stalkr 
er “a sick gratificat^Viff.s that rap¬ 
idly disappears, and it needs to bp 
repeated.” 

In Los Angeles, people are shut¬ 
ting and locking windows, no matte! 
how hot it gets. Some residents say 
they are buying guns. And many 
seem newly conscious of the colof 
of their houses—wondering wheth¬ 
er the pattern, such as it is, will: 
• hold. 
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Assault on girl similar 
to murders in Arcadia 


t: Kecent attac. 
similar to murders 


By WAYNE HARPE 
Staff Writer 

A Friday morning assault on a 
16-year-old Sierra Madre girl 
may be linked to the recent 
murders of two Arcadia women, 
the Sheriff’s Information Bu¬ 
reau said Saturday. 

The girl was found blud¬ 
geoned in her home in the 1100 
block of Arno Drive after Sierra ■ 
Madre police responded to a 
5:45 a.m. report of a burglary in 
progress, said Sgt. Steve Finley, 
a sheriff’s spokesman. 

The attacker apparently had 
fled by the time police arrived. 

The victim’s identity and the 
location of the hospital where 
she received treatment were 


withheld, but she was listed in 
satisfactory condition Saturday 
night, Finley said. 

The girl suffered blows to the 
upper torso by a blunt instru¬ 
ment, but detecives declined to 
be more specific or to give any 
details about the attack or the 
weapon used, he said. 

The victim apparently en¬ 
countered the intruder when 
she arrived home, Finley said. 
Her attacker apparently ran¬ 
sacked the house, but authori¬ 
ties had not determined whether 
anything was missing, he said. 

The attack on the girl was the 

Please see ASSAULT, 
Page A-3 
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Continued from Page A-l 

third in one week in the Sierra 
Madre-Arcadia area. Both 
murder victims had been beaten 
in the upper body by a blunt 
instrument, detectives have 
said. 

“At this point, we can only say 
there’s an investigation to see if 
the incidents are linked,” Finley 
said. 

On June 28, Patty Elaine 
Higgins, 32, was found mur¬ 
dered on the bathroom floor of 
her Arcadia home in the 600 
block of Naomi Avenue south of 
Santa Anita Fashion Park, po 
lice said. Her body was partially 
clothed and her throat had been 
slashed but the exact cause of 
death has not been undeter¬ 
mined, authorities said. 

Then, at about 9 a.m. Tues¬ 
day, four days after the Higgins 
murder, the partially clothed 
body of 75-year-old Mary 
Louise Cannon was discovered 


• 

in her Arcadia home in the 300 
block of Haven Avenue, a quiet • 
neighborhood north of the 210 ' 
Freeway, officers said. 

Cannon’s throat also had been 
slashed and she sustained other, 
undisclosed injuries, detectives 
said. 

It has not been determined 
whether either of the murder 
victims had been sexually as¬ 
saulted. 

On Thursday, detectives said 
they could not rule out the pos¬ 
sibility that the Arcadia women 
may have been murdered by the 
same person. 

In both murders, police said, 
the intruder apparently entered 
through a side window. The 
Cannon home was ransacked. 
while the Higgins household 
was left intact, officers noted. 

Police said the murders have 
generated considerable fear 
among some elderly residents in 2 
Arcadia and nearby cities. 
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PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, MONDAY, JULY 8, 1985 


Weather: Slightly warmer 


There may be some high cloudiness 
today, but mostly clear skies are expect¬ 
ed. Highs will range from 92 to 100, with 
lows between 66 and 74. 

— Full report, Page A -2 


Murder in Monterey Park 


Possible link sought to 3 other c 

By SELWYN EIBER when a neighbor called authoi 

su " say she was worried because shi 

A 61-year-old Monterey Park woman seen Nelson that morning, Lt. J 
was found dead and beaten in her torosaid. 
home Sunday morning, and Monterey "It appears that she may ha> 
Park police say there may be a link shot or beaten to death," Santo 
between the case and two recent mur- although he added that police 
tf n Arcadia and a bludgeoning in sure whether Nelson was shot 1 
Sierra Madre. her body was beaten so seve 

Meanwhile, as news of the murder report is expected from the 
spread Sunday, neighbors of the 16- coroner today or Tuesday. S 
year-old girl who was assaulted in her said. 

Sierra Madre home Friday morning He acknowledged a "possibl 
said they fear the girl's attacker may between Nelson's death and tl 
„ e o g,in ' dents ln Arcadla and Sierra Ma 

On Sunday, Joyce Nelson was found the moment Monterey Park pol 
dead at 10:10 a m. in her home in the investigating only Nelson’s dea 
300 block of East Arlight Drive in Santoro said the incident will 
Monterey Park, where she had lived ported to other police departmei 
alone. Police discovered her body “If there is any link at all, > 


Please see CRIMES, 
Page A-7 
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.Crimes: Neighbors are shocked 


Continued from Page A-l 

sexually assaulted, Santoro said. 
But she suffered severe “blunt- 
force trauma” to the upper 
body, and her house was ran¬ 
sacked. 

All three victims in the Arca¬ 
dia and Sierra Madre cases were 
j beaten about the upper body 
j ’with a blunt instrument. 

The victims in the two Arca- 
I \ ia cases, 32-year-old Patty 
; Elaine Higgins and 75-year-old 
Mary Louise Cannon, both had 
"their throats slashed, police 
' Said. Nelson’s throat was not 
^slashed, Santoro said, and the 
- Sheriff’s Department would not 
say whether the Sierra Madre 
girl’s throat was cut. 

• Higgins was found dead on 
. June 28, and Cannon was found 
murdered four days later. 

. The county Sheriff’s Depart- 
'.ment is not releasing the name 
of the Sierra Madre victim, nor 
‘where she is being treated. She 
' reportedly is in satisfactory 
condition in an area hospital, 
undergoing treathM Og t inju- 

Officials Sundf ||| ll| they 
have obtained no THrarer infor¬ 
mation linking the Arcadia 






murders and the Sierra Madre 

Ne j|ip!ll| s of the Sierra 
MadrJlll!! who lives in the 
1100 fliifif Arno Drive, react¬ 
ed to the assault with both shock 
and sadness. 

“A 16-year-old girl. That’s 
frightening,” said one neighbor. 
“It can happen anywhere.” 

Another said, “It’s very 
frightening to think that you 
might come home with all the 


This is a police sketch of 
the man police are seeking in 
connection with Sunday’s 
killing of'61-year-old Joyce 
Nelson of Monterey Park. 

Police say the suspect is 
white male with brown curly 
hair. He is 25 to 30 years old, 
roughly 6 feet tall and 
weighs approximately 160 
pounds. The name of the 
suspect is not known, police 
said. 

Anyone with information 
concerning the case is asked 
to call Det. Anthony Romero 
at (818) 307-1243. 


safety measures, and some nut 
might inflict bodily harm on 
you.” 

“There’s been a lot of security 
alarms being tested over the last 
several days,” another neighbor 
said. “You can hear the alarms 
going off.” 

“Of course we’re all more 
cautious,” said another neigh¬ 
bor. “I think the mood (of the 
neighborhood) is one of becom¬ 
ing more cautious. More so than 


before ... people are making 
sure their house is securely 
locked, and that sort of thing.” 

“We’re all very anxious for 
this to be resolved,” said anoth¬ 
er resident. The assault, he said, 
“was the topic of conversation.” 

Thinking out loud, he added 
that “maybe it will be hard or 
impossible for (the girl and her 
family) to live in that house af¬ 
ter what happened to them. I 
hope that’s not the case.” 

“I don’t think the punish¬ 
ments are strong enough to 
deter this kind of activity,” said 
another neighbor, who said she 
favors stiffer penalties, includ¬ 
ing capital punishment. 

On the day of beating, she 
said, police officers came to her 
door and told her to “be very 
careful and keep my windows 
and doors locked.” 

“There’s a lot of people who 
come up to this area that I don’t 
think should be here,” she ad¬ 
ded. . 

ness^” 
we’re not 

he addedS«1|^pfeegstrong 
security and' we’lf "have to de¬ 
pend on it.” 







Teacher murdered mlurcadia 

By LAURA NICHOLSON th* . 


By LAURA NICHOLSON 
Staff Writer 

riIf e j b K a i tered > partially 
clothed body of a 32-year-old 

Monrovia school teacher was 
found F etdafca^aaaafr in the 

ho ^ e - 


d ° aks in 

^ about 9 

a.m„ after a n'ei^br called to 
report the slaying in the 600 
block of Naomi Avenue, offi¬ 
cials said. 

The woman apparently was 
severely beaten about the chest 
and shoulders and may have 
been stabbed, but officials will 
need to wait for a coroner’s 
autopsy to determine how she 
died said Lt. Dick Honaker of 
the Arcadia P°li ce Department. 

Authorities speculate that 
Higgins died about midnight, 
about three hours after she was 
seen arriving home. It will take 
tne autopsy to narrow down the 
time of death, Honaker said. 

Construction workers, who 
used Higgins’ phone and an¬ 
swered it when she was awav 
became worried when they 
L^eard it ring two different times 
mornin g. Honaker said. 


The calls were from school offi¬ 
cials, who had been calling to 
nnd out why she had not arrived 
at work. 

When the workers, who were 
at a site next door, went to an¬ 
swer the phone, they found the 
back door of the home ajar and 
Higgins’ body in the bathroom. 

It was not known if someone 
forced entry into the home 
which sits at the end of the block 
in the suburban neighborhood 
one-half mile south of the Santa 
Anita Fashion Park, Honaker 

SdlQ. 

The clothes Higgins wore 
would indicate that she was 




ready to go to sleep, and it did 
not appear that she was sexually 
assaulted, Honaker said. 

There was no apparent motive 
tor the slaying, he said. 

Los Angeles County homicide 
detectives are assisting in the 
investigation. 

Higgins joined the Monrovia 
unified Schoo 1 District in 1981. 

fu b f, d been tea ching in the 
school s resource specialist 
program for children in grades 
three to five, said Assistant 
superintendent Terry Giboney. 

.. , was a very fine creden- 
tialed teacher,” he said. “It will 
be a loss to the district ” 
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Friends, peers, family 
remember slain teacher 

By LISA LOWERY --- 


Special Correspondent 

A teary-eyed boy reflected the 
emotion blanketing a memorial 
service held Tuesday afternoon 
for murder victim Patricia 
Elaine Higgins. 

The boy, about 8 years old, 
walked down the aisle of Arca¬ 
dia Presbyterian Church with 
two small bouquets in his hands 
and placed one on each side of a 
large floral centerpiece. 

Higgins, who was murdered in 
her Arcadia home June 28, 
taught special education at 
Bradoaks Elementary School in 
the Monrovia Unified School 
District. 

Her badly beaten body was 
found in the bathroom of the 
home where she lived alone in 
the 600 block of Naomi Street. 
She was partially clothed, and 
her throat had been cut. 

Law enforcement officials 
throughout the county are hunt¬ 
ing Higgins’ killer, who may be 
involved with two other recent 
murders and a pair of brutal 
assaults in the West San Gabriel 
Valley. Officers reported no 
new leads in any of the cases 
Tuesday. 

Nearly 100 of Higgins’ 
friends, colleagues and relatives 
came to pay her tribute Tues¬ 
day. 

Marigrace Fahey, a special 
education program specialist, 

I spoke on behalf of the Monrovia 


Higgins was... a 
sensitive person who 
found the courage to 
accomplish whatever 
task was before her. 

— Margarice Fahey 


teachers. 

She talked of the memories 
Higgins’ death had stirred in the 
teachers and the things every¬ 
one remembers her by: the 
plans she made, her devotion to 
teaching and her concern for 
her students. * 

Little things, like the time 
Higgins paid for a student’s tick¬ 
et to the Olympic track and field 
events, ,givO a picture of Hig¬ 
gins’ dedication and her ability 
to recognize and support a 
child’s special interest. 

Higgins was described as a 
small, shy and sensitive person 
who carefully cherished and 
guarded, her private life, but 
always managed to find the 
courage to accomplish whatever 
task was before her. 

A memorial fund has been 
started in Higgins’ name. Con¬ 
tributions may be made to The 
Patty Higgins Memorial Fund, 
c/o Monrovia Teachers Associa¬ 
tion- Monrovia Unified School 
District, 325 Huntington Drive, 
Monrovia, CA 91016. 
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Kidnapped victim found in Los Angeles area 


By USA LOWERY 
and LAURA NICHOLSON 

Sl»(f Writers 

A 6'/4-year-old Arcadia girl was 
abducted from her home sometime 
between 12:30 and 3:30 a m. Thurs¬ 
day. sexually assaulted and then re¬ 
leased by her captor. 

The girl's parents reported her 
missing at 4 a m., and she was found 
about 4:30 a m. near downtown Los 
Angeles where she had been released 
by the suspect. 

Lt. Dave Hinig of Arcadia police 
said they were telephoned by the vic¬ 
tim’s parents who live in the 1500 
block of S. First Ave., and a crime 
broadcast was made to all area law 
enforcement agencies. 


About 30 minutes after the appar¬ 
ent kidnapping, a girl of the victim’s 
description was found by patrolling 
Rampart area officers at Union Ave¬ 
nue and Seventh Street. Hinig said. 

The police of the two cities quickly 
determined that the found child was 
the missing Arcadia girl. 

Although there was no visible sign 
that she had been sexually molested, 
the girl was taken to Arcadia Method¬ 
ist Hospital where it was determinded 
she had been, reported the Arcadia 
police. 

Regarding the nature of the crime, 
Arcadia detective Lt. Dick Honaker 
said they would not go into detail, but 
said later Thursday that, "the girl is 
in good shape now.’’ 


Preliminary questioning of the girl 
by Los Angeles and Arcadia officers 
indicated that the child did not recog¬ 
nize the person who abducted her, 
Hinig said. 

Investigations disclosed the suspect 
pried open the girl's bedroom window 
and conned her outside, said Honak¬ 
er. She then was taken to an apart¬ 
ment or hotel in the Los Angeles area 
where she was molested. 

The police are trying to build some 
kind of composite drawing of the 
suspect, but only have a vague de¬ 
scription. The suspect is believed to 
be a male Caucasian. 35 to 45 years 
old and driving an older model car. 
Honaker said they were pretty sure 
the suspect is a Los Angeles resident. 


Rampart Area officers Ted Maillet 
and Richard Adame on patrol found 
the girl at a service station when the 
attendant flagged them and pointed 
out the child who was standing in the 
station office. 

Maillet said the girt was in good 
spirits and had been released by her 
abductor about five minutes earlier. 

The girl said that the man had told 
her he was her “baby sitter." when he 
took her from the Acadia home, Mail- 
let reported. 

After driving the girl into Los 
Angeles, they stayed for some time in 
an apartment or hotel, and then he 
told her to go to the gas station after 
she was let out of his car. 


When found, the girl was wearing 
her own pajamas, but had on over 
them a man’s light nylon jacket and 
was wearing a pair of men’s black sox 
on her feet, Maillet said. 

Although the girl said she had nev¬ 
er seen the man before, she said he 
was of medium height, slender build, 
with light color skm and dark hair, 
Maillet reported. This crime is relat¬ 
ed to others in the Southern Califor¬ 
nia area. He also said they hope to 
have a composite drawing to release 
to the press sometime Friday, but that 
they are not pushing for it because of 
the traumatic experience the girl has 
undergone. He said they will wait to 
question her again because she is 
“still a little shook up.” 










Witch 

experts 

consulted 
in case 

By BRANDON BAILEY 

Staff Writer 

More details of the wide-rang¬ 
ing Night Stalker investigation 
were revealed Friday, with dis¬ 
closures that authorities con¬ 
sulted experts in witchcraft last 
month and that detectives have 
seized ammunition that may link 
several killings to chief suspect 
Richard Ramirez. 

Ramirez, 25, is facing charges 
Stemming from two murders 
and a robbery. Although police 
and sheriff’s detectives have 
implicated him in a total of 15 
brutal slayings, Ramirez report- 
• edly has denied committing any 
of the Night Stalker crimes. 

Ramirez’s next court appear¬ 
ance is Sept. 27 . Sources said 
Friday that authorities are like¬ 
ly to file more charges before 
then, perhaps as early as next 
week. 

Investigators from the Night 
Stalker task force consulted 
some self-described witches last 
month to learn about satanic 
rituals and the differences be¬ 
tween devil worship and witch¬ 
craft, the Star-News has 
learned. 

Symbols such as inverted five- 
pointed stars, which are used in 
satanism, were found at some of 
the murder scenes, investigative 

Please see STALKER l 
PageA-5 ■ 


Stalker: Witch experts consulted 


Continued from Page A-l 
sources have said. 

In late summer, detectives discussed some 
of the symbols and asked about their meaning 
in interviews with at least three people who 
describe themselves as believers in benign 
witchcraft, it was learned. 

Sheriff’s Department spokesmen had no 
comment on efforts to research satanic aspects 
of the Night Stalker case. Investigators are 
continuing to characterize the satanic aspects 
as secondary factors in the case, rather than 
primary motivation for the killings. 

Some type of occult ritual may have been 
involved in the March 27 murders of a hus¬ 
band and wife in Whittier, where the killer cut 
out the eyes of a 44- year-old woman, accord¬ 
ing to sources who asked not to be identified. 

Sources previously had confirmed that, in 
August, authorities checked an area of La 
Habra Heights where a satanic cult was ru¬ 
mored to meet. In that area, detectives found a 
footprint from an uncommon brand of tennis 
shoe that matched footprints left at some of 
the murder scenes. 

On the day Ramirez returned to Los Angeles 
from Arizona by bus, detectives searched a 
downtown terminal and found a distinctive 
type of ammunition — the type used in four 
Night Stalker killings, the Daily News of Los 
Angeles reported Friday. 

Investigators believe they can prove that 
Ramirez at one time had possession of the .25- 
caliber bullets, which were seized from the 
Los Angeles Greyhound bus terminal a few 
hours after Ramirez was arrested on Aug. 31, 


unidentified sources. 

Documents filed in a Texas court, where 
investigators obtained warrants to search the 
homes of Ramirez’s relatives, indicate that a 
distinctive type of ammunition with pink-col¬ 
ored primer, or packing material, was used in 
several assaults and murders. 

While investigators have reported finding 
one handgun in Tijuana, they are still search¬ 
ing for others. The Texas search warrant de¬ 
scribes four different handguns sought by 
detectives, though apparently none were 
found. 

Detectives in the Night Stalker task force 
have investigated 35 separate incidents, in¬ 
volving a total of 47 victims, according to a list 
that was filed in court when detectives ob¬ 
tained warrants to search the homes of Rami¬ 
rez’s father and sister in El Paso, Texas. 

The court filing doesn’t mention a 1984 
murder which Los Angeles police linked to 
Ramirez through a fingerprint left at the vic¬ 
tim’s apartment. The list, prepared by sher¬ 
iff’s detectives, begins chronologically with a 
Feb. 8, 1985, assault on a 21- year-old woman 
in Whittier. 

Although local police later concluded the 
Night Stalker wasn't responsible for four of 
the cases, which involved murder and attempt¬ 
ed murder, authorities confirmed that as 
many as 23 separate incidents — including 14 
murders committed this year — are believed 
to be related. 

Authorities have withheld information 
about eight remaining cases on the list. The 
victims in these unspecified crimes are listed 
as four children, three elderly women and a 
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Woman found dead in 


yj //Z.'eu'j’Z. 

. -k ® s'co/i j 

Arcadia 


Homicide detectives were still 
without a motive Friday evening 
in the brutal slaying of Patty 
Elaine Higgins, a 32-year- old 
schoolteacher, found dead m 
the bedroom of her modest 


Kineu ------- 

night, said Arcadia Police Lt. 
Richard Honaker. 

Ms. Higgins’ body was discov¬ 
ered at 9 a.m. by a workman 


from a construction site next 

door to her house at 665 Naonjg> 
Ave., about a half-mile south ^ 
the Santa Anita Fashion Pari® 
The workman had come to useg 
the telephone and found an ou|b 
side door ajar, according to 

1* C6 lr 

1C f he woman’s clothing indicat¬ 
ed she had been preparing for 
bed at the time of the attack, 
Honaker said. She had 
stabbed several times and also 


beaten. An autopsy 

■ ; to be performed to 
the^exact cause of 

there’s n Jjllle nce of forced 
entry or r ^piping, he said. 

Honak^Sjithe victim was a 
special education teacher for 
the Monrovia school district, 

an ‘"^e’quiet’sort,^he SSfto , 
background of drugs or any¬ 
thing like that.”__ 
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Guardian Angels leader arrested 



Associated Press 

Guardian Angels founder 
Curtis Sliwa, arrested for block¬ 
ing traffic in a drug-infested 
Hollywood neighborhood, said 
from a jail cell Sunday that resi¬ 
dents were fed up with police 
inability to curb crime. 

The Guardian Angels were 
called in to patrol the area last 
week by residents dissatisfied 
with police response to an esca¬ 
lation in drug trafficking, Sliwa 
said. 

Sliwa, 31, and fellow Guard¬ 
ian Angels Wayne Villafranco 
and Scott McKe^K^y.&re 
booked for investigaife&'fti dis¬ 


obeying a police officer, Sgt. 
Jim Lowry said. Bail was set at 
$500 each and Sliwa said he was 
unable to make bail. 

“We just happened to run 
into the wrong cop at the wrong 
time,” Sliwa said in a telephone 
interview from jail. 

Calling the neighborhood 
“truly a mutants nest of drug 
dealing,” Sliwa said the pres¬ 
ence of 30 Guardian Angels was 
designed to put the drug traf¬ 
fickers on notice. 

“They (drug dealers) have 
saturated the neighborhood,” 
he said. “We’re talking heavy 
drugs — heroin, cocaine and 


PCP. They are using the young 
kids in that block to be the run¬ 
ners. The residents have had it. 

“If it takes arresting us so the 
drug dealers get the same treat¬ 
ment, then so.be it. We consider 
this the first blow of the bugle to 
get rid of drug pushers in Los 
Angeles.” 

Lowry said the three Guard¬ 
ian Angels were blocking traffic 
on busy Melrose Avenue at 
Manhattan Place. 

“They- were blocking traffic 
and throwing brochures at pass¬ 
ing cars,” Lowry said. “Officers 
asked them to get out of the 
street, but Mr. Sliwa said he 


needed the publicity and wanted 
to be arrested. We effected an 
arrest.” 

Fliers reading, “Warning all 
dealers. Out of this Neighbor¬ 
hood. Off the block ... or else,” 
were passed out to motorists 
and pedestrians entering the 
neighborhood. 

“We told the police last 
Thursday we would be shutting 
down the street,” Sliwa said. 
“For the first two hours, the 
police didn’t interfere. 

“We weren’t denying access, 
we were just passing out litera¬ 
ture.” 







Ramirez’s 


sister upset 
with orders 


Associated Press 

“Night Stalker” defendant 
Richard Ramirez is being held 
“like a prisoner in communist 
China,” deprived of family visits 
on orders of the attorney de¬ 
fending him in the murder case, 
his sister said. 

Ramirez, 25, is accused of kill¬ 
ing one of 14 murder victims 
linked to the Night Stalker in 
Southern California, and is 
named in an arrest warrant for 
investigation of another in San 
Francisco. 

The killer is believed to have 
attacked at least 21' other people 
in Southern California during a 
six-month spree of violence this 
year. 

Also on Wednesday, Stalker 
victim William Cams, 29, was 
released from Mission Commu¬ 
nity Hospital in Mission Viejo. 
He and his girlfriend were at¬ 
tacked Aug. 27 around 2:40 a.m. 
The woman was beaten and 
raped in the last attack before 
Ramirez was arrested Aug. 31. 

“My brother is being held like 
a prisoner in communist China, 
where you don’t have any 
rights,” Ramirez’s sister, Rosa 
Flores, said Tuesday in El Paso, 
Texas. “Like any other prison¬ 


R1CHARD RAMIREZ 

.... deprived of family visits 


er, he should be able to have his 
closest relatives visit him.” 

Deputy Public Defender Allen 
Adashek, who obtained a court 
order requiring his permission 
for people to visit Ramirez, said 
he never meant to exclude rela¬ 
tives. 

Deputy Public Defender 
Henry Hall said the restriction 
was designed to protect Ramirez 
from the general jail popula¬ 
tion. Hall said he heard there 
had been threats against Rami¬ 
rez or “echoes from lockup: ‘Let 
us at him.’ ” 

Flores also claimed that inves¬ 
tigators had seized some of her 
own jewelry, besides items 
mailed by her brother, when 
they executed a search warrant 
at her El Paso home two weeks 


ago. 
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Police exaMte# possible Stalker link to other c 








Weather: Mostly clear 

Low clouds in Ihe morning becoming 
mostly dear in the afternoon. Partly 
cloudy tonight and Wednesday. Highs in 
the 70s, with lows 52 to 60. 

— Full report, Page A-2 
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Ramirez’s 
kin may 
sell story 

By BRANDON BAILEY 
Staff Writer 

The family of Night Stalker 
suspect Richard Ramirez is 
considering paying for his de¬ 
fense by selling the rights to 
Ramirez’s story, but a 1983 state 
law says profits from such a 
contract may belong to the vic¬ 
tims. 

Ramirez’s family still hopes to 
find a private criminal defense 
lawyer who will take over the 
case from the Los Angeles 
County Public Defender’s of¬ 
fice, Texas attorney Manuel 
Barraza said Monday. 

“They will be seeking a pri¬ 
vate attorney. We’re trying to % 
get one as quickly as we can,” ft 
Barraza said by telephone from 1 
his office in El Paso. 

Ramirez, a 25-year-old native 
of El Paso, has been charged 
with murder, robbery, burglary 
and sexual assault in connection 
with the Night Stalker crime 
spree. He is expected to enter a 
plea Sept. 27 in Los Angeles 
Municipal Court. 

Barr a?, a, who was retained by 

Please see RAMIREZ, 
Page A-5 : 
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j| amily seeks attorney 
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, ' . After spending last week in Los Angeles, where 

California P arentS ’ l* censecl practice law in £ 

peSed tobeS2tlS* Se ° f 2 “ ^ * **" i Sosa . FIores ’ returned to El 

ttons^TnSo'^^rtok'Sr movie ^ 

Barraza said. They hope to find an attorney inuring hio o<£n visit Barraza met with R am i™ 

<o wo* wlfcout advance 

Because they are so financially strapped, any . After ^isit at the jail, Ramirez refused 

suggestion would help,” the lawyer said. Neigh} 'to fac-et, ssdth' Barraza later in the week Barraza 
bors have contributed about $150 to help the T * “ ' raza 
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famdy, but Barraza said there haven’t been aWv 
offers yet by producers or publishers. 1 

If Ramirez is convicted, a California law proba¬ 
bly would prevent him from collecting money for 
his story, a top official in the state attorney gener¬ 
al’s office told the Star-News. S 

Under the 1983 law, if a notorious criminal 
signs a contract for his or her story, the Attorney 
General can have the proceeds impounded in a 
court- administered trust, said Chief Assistant 
Attorney General Stephen White. 

The trust would be divided among the crimi- 
nal s victims, added White, who heads the crimi¬ 
nal division in the attorney general’s office. 

The law was enacted in an uproar over the case 
of Dan White, a former San Francisco Supervisor 
who killed Mayor George Moscone and Supervi¬ 
sor Harvey Milk. Legislators feared Dan White 
would profit from signing a movie contract, al¬ 
though the contract never was signed. 

While the law has never been tested, White in 
the attorney general’s office said, “it would clear¬ 
ly apply to this (Night Stalker) case.” 

The law affects only convicted criminals. If 
Ramirez signs a contract and later is found guilty 
White said any proceeds could be seized retroac¬ 
tively. 

It’s not clear whether the California law could 
affect income received by Ramirez’s family, 

+w C » Texas - *1 don ’t want to speculate on 

that,” White said. 


r i .generally keeping a low pro¬ 

fit, issi we<s* criticized Barraza for holding im- 
. promptu press conferences and discussing Rami¬ 
rez s emotional reaction to the charges against 

him , Adashek couldn’t be reached for comment 
Monday. 

Municipal Judge Elva Soper appointed the 
Public Defender’s office to the case last month 
when it appeared that Ramirez, a transient, had 
no resources to pay for his defense. Police say 
they believe Ramirez, who is described by friends 
as a frequent drug user, made his living as a bur¬ 
glar. 

The procedure for changing to a private attor- 
ney is common, requiring only routine approval 
by the judge. 

While Barrazjg|||||ged that Adashek is ignor¬ 
ing Ramirez s igpsgts in pursuit of lucrative 
book or movie rf^'lgAdashek has responded by 
noting that Barraza is the one who invited offers. 

A spokeswoman for People magazine, which 
has covered the Night Stalker case and which has 
paid for interviews in other unusual cases, said 
the magazine isn’t negotiating for rights to the 
Ramirez story. 

Penelope Karageorge, contacted in New York, 
said the magazine has no set policy on purchasing 1 
stories. She declined to predict whether the maga- 1 
zme might make an offer in the future. I 

Officials at the National Enquirer, a weekly I 
newspaper also known to pay for unusual stories, I 
didn t return a phone call Monday^ 
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h\ an effort to squelch pretria? 
publicity, ti Municipal Court judge 
yesterday sloped a comprehensive 
gag order o*> the Night Stalker case, 
forbidding attorneys, police, witnesses 
and public officials from discussing' 
what they know about accused killer 
Richard Ramirez. 

The order was issued by Municipal; 
Judge Elva Soper at the request of 
Ramirez’s attorney, Deputy Public 
Defender Allen R. Adashek. 

As Soper read the order, a jovia'j' 
Ramirez smiled broadly at the scat-, 
tered onlookers in Division 30 of the- 
Criminal Courts Building. The 25-year- 
old El Paso, Texas, drifter laughed 
several times, his body gyrating as 
though dancing to a tune only he 
could hear. 

Deputy District Attorney P. Philip 
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14 murders 
now charged 
to Ramirez 


iil-Holtzman 

writer 


Spectators jammed the 
courtroom yesterday to watch 
accused “Night Stalker” Rich¬ 
ard Ramirez be arraigned on 68 
felony charges, including 14 
murders, but Ramirez was a no- 
show. 

Later, in a television news 
interview, his sister said Rami¬ 
rez wants to plead guilty be¬ 
cause he thinks he will not 
receive a fair trial and that his 
life is threatened. She also said 
his attorney was aware of his 
wishes and prevented him from 
appearing in court yesterday. 


Stalker/A-6, Col. 2 

























Suspected Night Stijgjer 
skips big date in court 


Stalker/Continued from A-1 

“For the record, Mr. Ramirez is 
in the lockup and the proceedings 
are being taped into the lockup for 
his benefit,’’said Municipal Judge 
Elva Soper. 

The perfunctory arraignment 
was punctuated" by piercing shrieks 
from the lockup area, but no one in 
authority would say if the cries 
came from the 25-year-old Ramirez, 
or say why he was absent from the 
public proceeding. 

“Due to the extensive publicity, 
he says he cannot receive a fair 
trial and wants to (plead) guilty,”' 
said his sister, Rosa Flores in a late- 
night interview on KCBS. She said 
she came from El Paso, Texas, to be 
near her brother, and that she was 
relaying the message from him. 

The request to keep Ramirez out 
of the courtroom was made by his 
attorney, Deputy Public Defender 
Alan Adashek, according to Chief 
Deputy District Attorney Gilbert 
Garcetti. 

However, Adashek refused to 


say whether his client’s behavior or 
security concerns prompted his 
request. He also refused comment 
on Flores’ statements, according to 
KCBS. 

The station said it could not be 
confirmed if the sister visited Rami¬ 
rez or if the message was genuine. 

Soper and Deputy District Attor¬ 
ney J. Philip Halpin also refused to 
comment on the arraignment that 
originally was set for 10:30 a.m. but 
was postponed without explanation 
until midafternoon. 

Municipal Presiding Judge Mal¬ 
colm Mackey said a judge may 
allow a defendant to be arraigned 
in absentia for security reasons or 
“if he bets belligerant, or acts wild 
or has mental problems (or other) 
bizarre behavior. 

'Security did not appear to be a 
concern yesterday. In contrast to 
Ramirez’s last court appearance, 
spectators did not have to pass 
through metal detectors to gain 
admittance. 

District Attorney Ira Reiner an¬ 
nounced the filing of 60 new felony 


charges, including 13 murders, yes¬ 
terday morning at a press confer¬ 
ence. 

Ramirez initially was charged 
with one count of murder and 
seven other felonies, which were 
incorporated into the new 84-page 
complaint filed against the drifter. 

“Our assessment of the evidence 
is complete,” said Reiner. “This is 
the case. We have charged Richard 
Ramirez with a total of 14 murders, 
five attempted murde rs, var ious 
assorted burglaries, kid¬ 

naps and rapes involv^^^feen 
and children as youngS^^ears 
old.” 

In addition to 14 murders and 
five attempted murders, Ramirez 
allegedly committed 19 burglaries, 
six robberies, seven rapes, five acts 
of oral copulation, seven acts of 
sodomy, three lewd acts on chil¬ 
dren and two child kidnappings. 

Ramirez has yet to enter a 
formal plea to the charges. At 
Adashek’s request, Soper continued 
the case until Oct. 17. 

Citing a gag order, Reiner re¬ 
fused to specify the common thread 
that has convinced prosecutors Ra¬ 
mirez is the Night Stalker. 

Special circumstances have been 
alleged in each of the 14 murder 
charges, making Ramirez liable for 
the death penalty, if convicted. 
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Al Gutierrez/For the Register 

The former home of Richard Ramirez, the man charged in the so-called 
'night stalker’ attacks, lies In a quiet El Paso neighborhood. 

THIEF: Some knew suspect 
as troubled, though haesfeis" 


FROM A1 

lem involved his choice of friends. 
Ramirez’s continual use of mari¬ 
juana was a source of consterna¬ 
tion to his father, a 58-year-old rail- 
road-yard laborer originally from 
Mexico, according to old friends. 

“His parents did not want him to 
mess with drugs and he did. He ran 
away from home (and) I fed him,” 
said Hector Sotello, 27, of El Paso, 
who was arrested with Ramirez for 
the 1979 marijuana offense, 

Sotello said Ramirez broK$£ftjj&. 
houses to support his drug|f|£|§, 
always bragging about the 
afterward. 

“He would tell every detail and 
say how easy it was,” Sotello said. 

■ irez stole so much that he 
a nickname from friends: 
the Robon,” which is Span- 
“Ricky the Thief.” Friends 
who saw unfamiliar knickknacks 
in his home referred to them jok¬ 
ingly as “Ricky Rob special- ” °~ 
tello said. 

His penchant for thieve 
him into hot water at the H_ 

Inn near his home, where he 
worked as a-cleaner until he was 
fired for breaking into rooms, So¬ 
tello said. 

After becoming involved in a 
fight with a guest at the inn, he 
decided to learn self-defense, ac¬ 
cording to Sotello. 

“He had two black eyes after 
that (and) started taking karate,” 
Sotello said. 

Betwee n stin ts in El Paso, Ra- 


-'WMI I I EdMSaMBPBSBi 
so® afloONfifevo* 
ing beer. Soma§§^§^a:^!i L i 
with this older'g|?>feka§*|t|tJ^|OTt' 
mostly he wagjgP * 'O f 

Squatting 
Street in the 
young man $S^|i 
joint to a friendtf$fc^dS^Mija? 
lint-littered, ‘ 

“I shot dope with WnVSrVce — i n ' 
ain’t gonna say what kind of dope 
— but he never tried to kill me,” 
the friend said. 

In the San Francisco area, 
though, he had a somewhat differ¬ 
ent image. 

‘He’s always been very sweet 
and we trusted him,” said Deleen 
Gregg of Lompoc, who said she has 
known Ramirez for the past half- 
dozen years. 

The Richard Ramirez she knew 
spent most of his time in front of 
the television set. But both she and 
her mother-in-law, Donna Louise 
Myers of San Pablo, admit he also 
had a dark, ecocnfrie side. 

For one thing, Myers and others 
said, his drug use drastically in¬ 
creased. From marijuana, he 
graduated to PCP and LSD. Then, 
last year, he began injecting co¬ 
caine. 

At about the same time, other 
acquaintances say, he began car¬ 
rying a gun and talking about the 
devil. 

He drew pentagrams — five- 
pointed stars — on his arms and 
stomach, Myers said, and told her 
he believed Satan would watch . 
















drive lo SdiSJKfe :’;'Califomia, Even ; i 
where he spenja ifestlfe his eldest friends a 
brother, said So- much tha 

tello. ;S-': baby-sit t 

; Julian, like Richard, has a said she 
lengthy criminal history involving mirez ma 
1 mostly petty crimes. He was ar- In fact, 
rested for theft in El Paso as early he didn't' 
as 1971 and as recently as 1983 in one" afti 
Lbs Angeles. In the 1983 incident, area hom 
he allegedly stole a grocery bag he resem 

containing baby food and diapers "night si 
from the trunk of a car, California shown on 
court records show. "We la 

IMeanwhile, Ramirez’s friend- year-old i 

ships back home crumbled. "He's i 
Friends like Sotello said they were Gregg sa 
finding that Ramirez was such a believe h 
prolific thief that he stole even But pol 
from them. ferent vii 

; 'One former neighborhood friend Ramirez, 
recalls catching him in the act of sheet" ur 
pocketing two cassette tapes. So- tion of vi 
tello, too, said he discovered six They b 
months after the fact that Ramirez the Whitt: 
had lifted his truck stereo and cas- which tlx 
settes. aged won 

“.I went to talk to him and said I the Mom 
knew he ripped me off and that I . wheelcha 
never wanted to see him again," who was 
Sotello said. sodomize 

After closing the door on old roviaone 
friendships, Ramirez tired of El wasbludf 
Paso and moved in with his brother home. 
Julian in.East ibca ^psd^s-.Bqsa „..JLamiri 
' Flores, their st.-Hir, . 'Might $t 

lived with Julteataaii ■ '.ice cLairt 

ago, when he njjj/eii'tigt Ari tie fin 

two argued ovtt%’v 
Once he nlu/IxiiWCWllbrjdg . '$4tffljicp 
around 1980, bis.'fjTlc .-iscae.iai 

between Los . CnA San act; 

Francisco. In'SirtUiiiWjSefiWcJiila. (vfeiCs. V: 
he would stay with hja'nofhc- .yvc .«red wl‘ 
i in Skid Row fWiifcouse* «;f *!&'» 
stolen cars. Other tinw-J-Vlie visaed • ,fj(Ve tuq 
friends in the East Bsy'ahSVC.VSop r'flWim 
Francisco, tfe-b xk&ny' 

"In Los AhgeJ38,aj'.i!»Kt?i£4^ft> -fK.rcs&- 
had frequent brushtswt# v $0 BBSs"i 

He was arreste^-fhryjiw «3 *S©k\'-. X|(#asi;« 
Pasadena, for pjr-«snafc*ift6*tiff'''" otrg seal 
illegal dice shooting in Los Ange- came the 
les. He spent six weeks in jail early But Ra 
this year for stealing a Toyota sta- fused ref 
tion wagon in Monterey Park. views — 
■t He rarely bailed himself out of his famil 
jail, reports show. Instead — was resi 
though acquaintances claim he stalker" 
had money to burn — he chose to Manuei 
spend days, weeks or months be- tomey ft 
hjrid bars. gatherini 

■ And when lie wasn't in jail, he Ramirez 
often could be found on the pun- several a 
gent, filthy streets of Skid Row in His far 
Los Angeles. hope tha 

' "He came in here every other exonerate 
day,” said Alejandra Mesa, a cash- "My ps 
ier at the Fat Brat,on Fifth Street, families 
"He would always order a No. 4 don’t beli 
(three eggs and three hot cakes)." er Rober 
"Yeah, he used to hang around in El Pas 
here," added a 30-year-old resident parents, 
of the district who refused to give "Only I 
His name. "I used to see him on the it," Rotx 
stair wall or sitting on a box on the he did it. 
.Corner smoking reefer and drink- world, I 


Even; so, San Fran cisco-area 
friends continued to trust him so 
much that they often asked him to 
baby-sit their children. And Myers 
said she still cannot beliey*3|K-'j 
mirez may be the "night stajS?S,;”' 

In fact, she recalls, she toSRSgSt 
he didn't "have the guts to k$- 
one” after he asked at her Bay 
area home in mid-August whether 
he resembled a composite of the 
"night stalker" that was being 
shown on television. 

"We laughed about it," the 53- 
year-old grandmother said. 

"He's always been real nice," 
Gregg said 'To me, 1 still can't 
believe he's done all this.” i„‘- 

But police have an entirely dif¬ 
ferent view of the wan and sallow 
Ramirez, whose criminal “rap 
sheet" until recently bore no men¬ 
tion of violent Crime. 

They believe he was capable of 
the Whittier attack, for instance, in 
which the brown eyes of a middle- 
aged woman were sliced out. Or of 
the Monterey Park attack on, a 
wheelchair-bound stroke victim 
who was thumb-cuffed, raped and 
sodomized. Or of the attack in Mon¬ 
rovia on an 84-year-old woman who 
was bludgeoned to death in her tidy 
home. 

„.,JUmirzz ieft .-bis mark on the 
. 'ygbt stkfkei)".crime scenes, po- 
'.ice claiW -1 . 

,'V-•'&*' fihgfrWWj* “I'd .footprints 


‘ sPcfedtAsteWMOild at some sites. 

. Sbw iic pintaeravns—just like the 
. -ibc .u-.iitii-d an (Ms left forearm — 
acrattiefl jn some victims' 
wfei’s. Vjriirtij* homes were en- 
iiSsreA wlsjj 'Jxj professional effi- 
r cStf -y 'c.^fy’albijiMer burglar would 
:,'#*V*«rqtflrid, police say. 

JlVs mi'dat'drS evidence, authon- 
.TljiMay'Jl^SjOOtJvinced them that 
'-RdfC.TC' is I'hUr man. 
t .;t>tm : 'a sburwf close to the case 

. iwif8s«,«i fo gauge that certainty 
'otrgsdali'of Cffc'to 10. "Twenty," 
came the blunt reply. 

But Ramirez — while he has re¬ 
fused repeated requests for inter¬ 
views — has steadfastly denied to 
his family and attorneys that he 
was responsible for the "night 
stalker" crimes: 

Manuel Barraza, an'El Paso at¬ 
torney for the family, said he is 
gathering evidence that may show 
Ramirez was out of state during 
several of the killings. 

His family in El Paso holds out 
hope that their "Richie" will be 
exonerated. 

"My parents feel sorry for all the 
families of the victims (but)' we 
don’t believe he did it," said broth¬ 
er Roberto from Tucson, who was 
in El Paso recently, comforting his 
parents. . ' • '« ' ''", v 

"Only God knows whether he did 
it," Roberto added. "I don’t think 
he did it: If there is justice in this 
world, I hope he gets'-it.'” 
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Stalker Suspect Ramirez 
Charged In 13 More Deaths 


By ROBERT W. STEWART, Times Staff Writer 


In an unusual procedure that 
excluded him from court, Night 
Stalker suspect Richard Ramirez 
was arraigned Friday on 13 new 
murder counts and 47 additional 
felony charges, including attempt- 
ed murder, rape and lewd conduct 
with children. 

The new charges bring to 15 the 
number of killings in which Rami¬ 
rez is formally accused—14 in Los 
Angeles County and one in San 
Francisco. 

Because the Los Angeles County 
district attorney’s office has al¬ 
leged special circumstances in each 
of the killings in its jurisdiction, the 
25-year-old drifter from El Paso, if 
convicted, could face as many as 14 
death sentences! 

Besides the 14 murders, Ramirez 

other 


murders, 22 sexual assaults, 19 
burglaries, 6 robberies and 2 kid- 
napings. The sex crimes include 
seven rapes and three lewd acts 
involving children as young as 6 
years old. 

"Our assessment of the evide||§ 
is complete,” Dist. Atty. Ira Reif|§| 
said at a news conference at tne* 
Criminal Courts Budding. “This is 
the case as we expect it will 
proceed to the preliminary hearing 
and later to trial." 

The attacks in which Ramirez is 
charged occurred between June, 
1984, and last month, according to a 
statement released by Reiner. The 
district attorney said he could not 
discuss the evidence supporting the 
charges, citing a gag order imposed 
by Los Angeles Municipal Judge 
Elva R. Soper. 

Ramirez, who is being held with- 
Please see RAMIREZ, Page 30 
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RAMIREZ: 13 
More Murder 
Charges Filed 


Continued from Page 1 

out bail in Los Angeles County Jail, 
did not enter pleas to the charges 
Friday. At the request of Ramirez’s 
attorney, Deputy Public Defender 
Allen Adashek, Soper ordered Ra¬ 
mirez returned to court Oct. 17 to 
plead to the charges. . 

Ramirez did not appear in court 
Friday under a procedure worked 
out during a closed conference in 
Soper’s chambers. Instead, Rami- 
re ^ lis tened to the brief court 
pfoisiidihgs over a loudspeaker 
near his holding ceil behind 
Igig^s courtroom. 

Neither Adashek nor the prose¬ 
cutor in the case,. Deputy Dist. 
Atty. P. Philip Halpin, would ex¬ 
plain why Ramirez was excluded. 
Both men declined to comment on 
the case in any detail. ' 

Disturbance Heard fjfegl 

A disturbance in thtgajfSs&sg cell 
area was clearly audihi" tS specta¬ 
tors as Adashek waived’the formal 
reading of the new complaint. 
However, neither Adashek nor 
sheriff’s deputies would say 
whether the shouts came from 
Ramirez. 

Chief Deputy Dist. Atty. Gilb&rt 
I. Garcetti said he could not com¬ 
ment specifically on the proceed¬ 
ings in Soper’s court Friday. 

However, he explained that a 
judge has the legal right to exclude 
a defendant from coi'rt as long as 
the defendant uii lea* the pro¬ 
ceedings. That can occur even over 
the defendant’s objection, Garcetti 
said, as long as the ’request for the 
exclusion is made by the defend¬ 
ant’s attorney. 

All of the killings with which 
Ramirez is now charged had been 
previously lm> ed bv authorities to 
,'■*? •'x.-rir ! i /’ d )bed the Night 
fctalker. 

However, three sexual assaults 
named in the new complaint had 
not been connected to the killer. 
Those, incidents, in which homes 
were burglarized and two women 
ami a 6-year-old girl were raped 
asid sodomized, occurred in May, 
/ me end T”’vin Burbank, Arcadia 
^rk. 

From hlis-don Viejo to S.F. 

The Night Stalker terrorized' 
communities from Mission Viejo to 

at night, usu- 
or win- 


Cos Angles oFimes 

Wednesday, September 18, 1985 











































Tuesday, August 27,' 1985 


‘Night stalker’ a big 
topic at coffee shop 

On the way to work Monday, I stopped for 
breakfast at a coffee shop in Santa Ana and sat 
at the counter beside two men in dark blue 
coveralls. One man was husky and middle-aged 
with a puffy, weary-looking face; “Al” was 
stitched in red thread over his pocket. His 
partner — they were plumbers on their way to a 
job — was younger and blond with a weight 
lifter’s shoulders; his pocket said “David.” 

“This ‘night stalker’ is a wild thing, huh?” 

David said. 

Al was finishing 
fried eggs, ham and 
double hashbrowns 
and reading the 
sports section. “The 
Angels beat the 
Tigers, 7-1, which is 
something you 
wouldn’t have seen 
last year,” he said. 
“The Angels don’t 
have the consistent 
hitting.” 

“Somebody always 
comes through,” 
David-said, working 
on a poached egg. 
“Rupert or Reggie or 
Downing or 
somebody.” 

“Reggie’s having a helluva year.” Al said. 

“For a guy 39,40.” 

“Yeah, an old-timer,.'’ David said and nudged 
his partner with his elbow. “This ‘night stalker,’ 
he just picks people at random? It’sksavre. It’s 
like ... I don’t know.” 

1 stuffed potatoes in his mouth and didn’t 
look up from his sports section. “You get 
\ wackos like this. Whaddaya gonna do ? I 
have a gun and a dog. But when your number’s 
up ... like with these plane crashes.” 

The waitress, a redheaded woman of about 40, 
took my order, then poured more coffee for Al. “I 
live in JVlission^ Viejo whereat ho se people were 



BOB 

EMMERS 



















AUGUST 27,1985 


TUESDAY EVENING 


ipfiUigjrH ii 


residents react to a bixital crime 


lo, floor* *i\fl window* one* lloufll* •*•*. 


Cu*tom*r* crowd ih* K..I Apron h*rdw»ro 


A ‘stalker’ transforms a quiet street 


Polic, *»y the 

—nlso referred t> ’ *• tic •wUt-ln 
killer" and 'v«n«r hinder 1 - 
has bod. napped wth and u 
tanned or perh.n\ Hupansc. 

Cams remain.do critical con 
dinon today atMiaionCommuni- 

“KSw*' *h? “"U jjj 

day said they Had kaonn lit* 
about one another, beaan to talk 
as they had never talked beta* 
There wet* rumors. 

Uann Janovick sold a maa fit¬ 
ting the dcscripuofl o( the might 
stalker" had come to tar door 
slender and dressed in pita and peddling dn 
10 years old ^ Wr- aio 


Cttota <A B m* Caine A lO_ 

... i, |.. iMMf'AIO 

four cNdfW VAIO 
in ~ioc*c ai mo cotiee shopPI 


By Sluwin HubMr 
«nd Jim C-rttofl 
The (tapster 

Police today continued the 
fteurch (or a 1976 orange Toyota 
station wagon seen by witnesses 
.tear the site of the most recent 
•‘night stalker" attack in Mission 
Viejo. 

Us Angeles County sheriff s of¬ 
ficials said late Monday that the 
car, stolen Saturday in central 
Us Angeles, bears license plates 
482 RTS 

Residents on Chrisanta Drive 
in Mission Viejo said they saw a 
man fitting the description of the 
suspect in tlie case driving the 
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ie news in hometown of OC victim 


‘Stalker’ story front 


a "nice, conservative" 29-year- modest tract home on 

old North Dakotan from Bismark Drive, Carns was in crit^^^gK^ 

whom he’d been seeing for about ton at Mission Commut^ 

ttvo years, said his brother-in-law tal. His girlfriend, seifJ&f . 

Ken Knodel of Bismark. saulted by the killer, 

The girlfriend, whom authori- <>« 
ties have not identified, was in County Sheriff’s Department, 
public relations, Knodel said. Like ___•• 

?™s£isr=s sSEF&sfc 

in Human Resources. ,o find guys like that, and if they 

They liked to go sightseeing in d0i nothing ever seems to happen 
their new habitat, Knodel said. I0 ,hem. They get off scott free. 

Today, just months after put- Myself, I’d like to get a hold of the 
ting a down payment on their guy that did this thing to Bill.” 


border. him to meet that goal, Hartland 

Rex Hartland of Fargo, N.D., said, 
l-iho had been a co-worker and Thus, when Burroughs offered 
friend of Carns, described the 29- to transfer Cams from Fargo to a 
fear-old engineer as a "happy, better-paying job in Orange Coun¬ 
outgoing" man who reveled in the ty, he leaped at the opportunity, 
i’ntracies of electronics engineer- Hartland said. Not only would he 
Ug. Both men worked in the Far- improve his job description — he 
'go office of Burroughs Corp. would become a product support 

U Cams, thesonofaWillislonap- engineer and troubleshooter — 
iance repairman, designed elec- but he would also get to experi- 
trical circuits for sound systems ence what he and Hartland joking- 
jas a hobby. But his professional ly called "the California Adven- 
g'oal was to get into the computer ture." 

. engineering design, and he felt his He sold his house in Fargo and 
work in Fargo never would allow brought with him his girlfriend — 


By Shawn Hubler 

The Register 


LA authorities missed 
chance to warn state’s 
dentists about ‘stalker’ 


‘STALKER’: Neighborhood’s 
calm shattered by intruder 


FROM A1 

He had curly hair, "strange 
eyes" and skin that was “tanned, 
or sort of different-colored," she 
said, and he wore "one of those 
little badges people wear when 
they’re taking donations for chari- 


station owner who lives on Chri- 
santa Drive. 

"It’s a war, frankly." 

If so, the war is not confined to 
Mission Viejo. 

Fred Ferguson, 30, a Placentia 
truck driver, said he is armed and 
ready for the serial killer. 

"I’ve got a shotgun and I’m 
keeping it right next to the bed,” 
he said. "Anyone comes through 
the door, I’m not going to flinch; 
I’m going to put ’em on the 
ground." 

Ditto for Robert Dunn of Coro¬ 
na, who lives in a yellow house 
just off the freeway. 

Several of the homes in which 
attacks took place were yellow, 
investigators said. And most of 
them were near freeways. 

"I got a gun and a Dobie (Do¬ 
berman pinscher)," Dunn said' 

—- —... Monday. "If he comes into my 

the Bradshaw home, where she house> he won ’t get out alive. I 
reportedly told the Bradshaws she rea j| y do hope he breaks into the 
had been brutally beaten and wrong house one night and some- 
raped, Paquette said. body blows him away. With our 

Charles Prather said his dog criminal justice system the way it 
Skip went "bananas" around the is, it’s the only real justice that 


By Susan Peterson 
and Lennie La Gulre 
The Register 


The Los Angeles County Sher- I^I 
iffs Department missed a chance 
to warn California’s 14,000 den- feHf 
tists to watch out for the so-called 
"night stalker" suspect with bad 

And now, the sheriffs depart- L - ' ... v ; 

ment, the chief investigating ■’&&.< 

agency in the case, says it is up to %%■'* 

other police agencies to notify -4 

dentists in their areas. -—^ •<»****,,*$ •afr 

"We are here to handle LA and » - y 

that’s it," said Los Angeles Sher- fev j 

iff’s Sgt. Steve Finley. "It means 35'^ jm vl - ' 

that every agency is handling P • i __ 

their own area.” ‘Night s t a |ker’ suspect 

That is one example of how au- ^ art|srs drawing 
thonties have chosen to conduct 
the search for the attacker, be- ^if. 

lieved responsible for a series of "We’ve been wondering why we 
brazen murders and assaults haven’t heard from them," Exec- 


’““’th 


of.tbeattack_andhe_SDecu- guy will ever get. 


Dale Redin said. 







































































































































































































Police phones light up 
as stalker alarm grows 


n 


Dave Roque 

Crossroads 


In addition to having some new 
councilmen, the City of Buena 
Park will soon have a new county 
supervisor representing the area. 

Supervisor Ralph Clark, on the 
board since 1970, has decided not 
to seek re-election next year and 
the field is already loaded with 

K tential candidates, including reported Terry Branum, the 
ayor Don Roth of Anaheim and department's public information 
Mayor Jim Beam of Orange. • officer. “We had four calls today 
Clark, the senior member en ? -jtEjbthree yesterday," he said, 
the board, is a former mayor a[»*-/&-She city’s access to the free- 
councilman from Anaheim, ai|g:ij8pk (two) is also of concern, 
his announcement over the have been alerted to 

end that he was bowing out caaSes^gSBalptioM of the suspect, who 
as no surprise, strikes in the early morning 

There had been reports that he hours. 


l here had been reports that he 
would be stepping down in Jan¬ 
uary. 

Clark said his health and age 
(68) were factors in his decision. 

Like every community in Cali¬ 
fornia, people arc nervious and 
fearful because of the so-called 
“night stalker" killer, who is now 
linked to 14 homicides, including 
deaths in Mission Viejo and San 
Francisco. Most of the othej cases 
have been in the Southland, 
including many along the San 
Gabriel corridor. 

The Buena Park Police 
Department has had a lot of calls 


reported Terry Branum, the To make up for the loss a new 
department's public information camera was donated to the seniors 
• officer. “We had four calls today by the photo store. 

T j®^hree yesterday," he said. A Buena Park police detail, 

•vJvxhe city's access to the free- checking liquor stores to make 
j3p£k (two) is also of concern, sure sales are not made to minors, 

» lls have been alerted to ran into some expected action 
iptions of the suspect, who early Saturday morning in the 
strikes in the early morning area of Commonwealth and Dale 
hours. avenues. Parked across the street. 

The best precaution, Branum the officers saw two men arguing 
said, is for people to make sure and yelling at each other, 
their doors and windows are As lawmen startt <| running 


locked despite the hot weather. actou lhe 8treet , on( of ^ civi ). 
Also, the Neighborhood Watch ian8 pu | led out , handgun and 


concept of neighbors looking out 
for each other, noticing strangers 
or cars that might be on the 
street, is a must 

And don't ignore barking dogs 
at night it may worth the extra 
effort to get up and checlt. 

Hats off to Buena Ptfrk Photo 
owner Joe Demane, who came to 
the aid of another crime victim, 
the Buena Park Senior Center, 


shot the other man in the left 
side. 

Rushed to hospital was Rich¬ 
ard Enriquez, 19, Buena Park, 
who was last reported in stable 
condition. Arrested at the ttfned 
was Orville Curtis Medalen. 39, 
also a city rri.'rftnt, W wall 11 
charged with attempted murder 
and assault with a deadly weapon 

Graveside services were held 


about the case and many people which was burglarized several u ,'j j services were neia 
are interested in Neighborhood times and assorted items stolen. Wednesday at Loma Vista Ceme- 

Watch programs. “Wc”re setting One of the things taken was a Wr Y '" Fullerton for Nellie Mar- 

up programs as fast as we can, camera. • caret Skaggs, who died Sunday at 



garet Skaggs, who died Sunday at 
the age of 87. Mrs. Skaggs, sur¬ 
vived by a daughter Mary Anh 
Pierce of Santa Maria, three 
grandchildren and a great grand 

childT had been a resident of 
Buena Park for 47 years. She was 
a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Buena Park. 

The Buena Park Elks Lodge is 
coming up with some interesting 
projects these days. Tonight at 7 
p.m„ the lodge is having a SWAT 
team demonstration and exhibit 
with the public invited. The lodge 
is located on Melrose Avenue west 
of Western Avenue. 

In November, the lodge is 
planning a two day chili cookoff. 
The event is scheduled on Satur¬ 
day and Sunday, Nov. 16-17. The 
Saturday event will involve coum- 
munity organizations and on Sun¬ 
day a sanctioned event' will be 
held. 

Related activities will be a raf¬ 
fle, booths, and refreshments. 

The former Treasury Building 
at Orangethorpe and Beach Boul¬ 
evard is now in the process of 
being torn down in preparation 
for the construction of a 122 mil¬ 
lion recreation center. The com¬ 
plex will be built in phases. The 
complex will include a health 
club, racquetball courts, swim? 
ming pools, and other facilities. 





































The object of fear: intruder 
striking in heart of darkness 


By Jim Carlton 
Tbs Register 

Two teen-age girls in Mission Viejo 
are so frightened that they stay awake 
all night — armed with a hammer and 
baton. 

A preschool boy in Irvine suffers 
from nightmares because his babysit¬ 
ter told him about it. 

And a Vietnamese refugee in Orange 
confides that she was not this scared 
even during the Vietnam War. 

"Everybody is scared,” said Thinh 
Nguyen, a 34-year-old mother of four. 
"I fan out of milk last night, and I 
wouldn't go out.” 

Throughout Southern California, the 
object of the fear is the same: a killer 
who has been dubbed the “night stalk¬ 
er” because he preys on his victims 
under cover of darkness. 

So far, authorities say, he has killed 
at least 16 people and injured 19 — 
including a young couple in Mission 


Viejo. The attacks have been occur¬ 
ring since February, and the horror of 
it all, according to one psychiatrist, is 
that no one knows where he will strike 
next . 

“It's like Russian roulette, said Dr. 
Paul R. Blair, director of emergency 
psychiatry at UCI Medical Center in 
Orange. "I think the randomness of 
this man is what scares a lot of peo¬ 
ple.” 

Statistically, the chances of being 
singled out by the “night stalker” are 
vastly less than, say, getting in a car 
accident oraplane crash, experts say. 

But despite the odds, many lie shak¬ 
ing at night—guns loaded, doors bolt¬ 
ed, windows and curtains drawn — 
jumping at things that go bump in the 
night. . , 

Why so much hysteria over a single 
killer? 

Psychiatrists note this threat is dif¬ 
ferent from that of getting in a crash. 

Please see FEAR/A8 



OC ‘night stalker’ victim 
now expected to recover 


Beckl Morgan of the Orange County Coroner's Office 
demonstrates a laser used to lift fingerprints. 


By Shawn Hubler 
and Marla Cone 

The Register 

A Mission Viejo man shot Sunday by 
the so-called “night stalker” is "alive 
and alert” and is expected to recover. 

On Thursday, Los Angeles police 
said Bill Caras, 29, was brain dead, 
even though officials at Mission Com¬ 
munity Hospital 'insisted he was stiU 
alive. 

Today, Dr. Tom Shaver, the hospi¬ 
tal's chief trauma surgeon, said Caras 
will probably survive, although one 
side of his body is paralyzed. Caros 
was shot three times in the head in the 
attack. 

“He has been alert and with it,” 
Shaver said, adding that Caras has 
been writing and talking. 

The Los Angeles Police Department 
on Thursday attributed two more 


■ FEAR: County’s 'secure' communi- 
ties equally afraid of kiHer/A3 _ 

slayings to the suspected serial killer. 
The additional cases, both in the Los 
Angeles area, bring the total number 
of dead to 16. They are older cases, one 
dating back to February, Los Angeles 
police officer Willie Wilson said. Police. 
refused to give further details. 

In other developments Thursday: 

■ Police ruled out the "night stalk¬ 
er” as a suspect in the killing early 
Thursday of a 27-year-old Orange 
woman. Cindy Monnier, who lives in a 
ground-floor apartment at 2082 N. Lin¬ 
coln St., was found dead at 5 a.m. in a 
neighbor's flower bed moments after 
the neighbor heard her frantically 
screaming for help, police said. 
Throughout the day, they had declined 
to rule out a link. 

Please see STALKER/A8 
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This is whal police know about the so-called '(night stalker": 

Height: 6-teet to 6 -feet- 2 -inches. 

V/eight: Thin; about 150 lbs. j f. 

Coloring: Brown eyes, either tanned Cadcasion or Hispanic. 
Hair: Brown. Curly and unparted in descriptions related to early 
attacks; less curly and parted in Mission Viejo description. Wore a 
thin moustache in early attacks. 

Age: About 30 to 35 years old. 

Clothing: Dark. Described In early attacks as wearing dark 
clothing. In Sun Valley attack, witnesses said he wore dark brown 
clothing and a blue plaid shirt. In Mission Viejo attack, he was said 
to be wdaring black clothing and a black baseball cap. At the scene 
of another attack, he left a navy blue baseball cap bearing a silver 
patch with the letters AC/DC and a red lightning bolt embroidered In 
red. (The letters represent a heavy-meta! rock group.) Police say he 
tends to wear sneakers. 

Gun: . 22 -caliber blue steel revolver, .25-caliber automatic pistol. 
Method: Tends to strike in early morning hours, entering 
through open or easily forced windows. 

What to do: If you believe you have seen this man, contact 
police In your community immediately. For safety's sake, lock doors 
and windows and keep pets inside your home with you. Keep back 
and front porch lights lit at night. Trim shrubbery and other foliage 
that migh( conceal intruders. Form a Neighborhood Watch program if 
your community does not have one already. 

Source: The Register 


STALKER: Authorities link 2 
more slayings to serial killer 


FROM A1 

□ Orange County sheriffs ’in¬ 
vestigators said they found finger¬ 
prints believed to be the “night 
stalker's” inside a stolen station 
wagon. The car had been seen after 
the Serial killer’s latest attack in 
Mission Viejo. However, the slay¬ 
er’s identity is yet to be deter¬ 
mined, and the possibility of find¬ 
ing him through fingerprints is 
considered a “long shot,” one in¬ 
vestigator said. 

□ Detectives continued to 
comb construction sites in hopes 


Fear pervades even ‘secure’ areas ■ 

Orange County’s guarded, gated communities equally scared of 


prints haying been recorded and 
computerized from some previous 
arrest, Ragle said. 

Investigators have not yet com¬ 
pared the newly obtained finger¬ 
prints to prints from other “night- 
stalker” crime scenes, Ragle said. 

“That would just provide a con¬ 
nection (we already know),’’ he 
said. “We want a name.” 

The car was examined inside a 
huge, plastic-walled box hastily 
constructed by county workers 
Wednesday afternoon next to the 
Orange County Coroner’s Office. 


By Dana Kennedy 
The Register 

NEWPORT BEACH — The fear 
that has gripped Orange County in 
the wake of the attack in Mission 
Viejo by the so-called “night stalk¬ 
er” is only slightly less feverish in 
areas that seem the safest: guard¬ 
ed, gated communities. 

Residents in three such commu¬ 
nities — Big Canyon in Newport 
Beach, Coral Cay in Huntington 
Harbour and Surfside Colony near 
Seal Beach — are as concerned 
about the killer as their neighbors 
outside the gates, they said. 

Though many said their fears 
were somewhat alleviated by the 
presence of guards, most felt that 
the killer “or anyone for that mat¬ 
ter could get in if they really 
tried.” 

“I feel a little safer, I guess,” 


said Margaret Ellison, as she 
drove her Mercedes-Benz through 
the guarded gates of the exclusive, 
700-resident Big Canyon communi¬ 
ty. “But I’m scared to death any¬ 
way. If they don’t catch that fiend, 
I don’t know what any of us will 
do.” 

Betty Keck, who followed Ellison 
in an almost-identical car, said she 
and her husband take the same 
precautions as anyone else. 

“We don’t have a gun, but we’ve 
got a golf club,” she said. “And two 
chairs up against the screen door. 
The gates help — sure, they’re a 
deterrent, but people can always 
get in.” 

Guards at Coral Cay and Surf- 
side said residents have been ner¬ 
vously mentioning the killer more 
frequently in recent days. 

“They say, ‘Don’t let him in,’ and 


'te tSey mean,” said Rog- 
.. ,. v ^J^^urity guard at Coral 
Cay, a istiiaS)- gated community off 
Pacific Coast Highway. Kvale esti¬ 
mated at least three residents a 
night mutter something about the 
“night stalker.” 

The security guard for Surfside 
Colony, a beachside community 
adjacent to the Anaheim Bay 
Bridge, said residents driving 
through “seemed scared.” 

The guard said Surfside resi¬ 
dents also urge him to “keep bitri 
out.” 

Several residents pointed out 
that the presence of gates and 
guards would not discourage s re¬ 
sourceful criminal. 

Carolyn Woodley, 23, a Coral Cay 
resident, said she was scared be- 
• cause her community is accessible 
from the water. 

“I don’t think anybody here feels 


any better, because this | 
always come in by the harb 
said. t-’i •-•-.1*1: viviiri»- 

“If a deviant really wanted to get 
in here, he probably could,” said 
Rudolph Baldoni, a Big Canyon, 
resident. 

Others were not so pessimistic. 

“I don’t think there’s any ques¬ 
tion that we feel safer,” said Jim 
Jertson, a Big Canyon resident. 
“With the guards, he’d have a hard 
time walking in or driving—that’s 
for sure.” 

“Of course, it’s just a little bit 
safer,” said Bill Vail, as he edged 
his Mazda RX7 into the Surfside 
Colony. “It’s just that much harder 
for someone to get in.” 

George Woodley, 18, or Coral 
Cay, said the killer is a "little less 
likely to mess around in this kind of 
place. The guards are kind of in¬ 
timidating." 


FEAR: Killer has violated ‘our castles’ under cover of night 


FROM A1 

“It comes down to a man’s home 
is his castle, and there have been a 
number of castle invasions lately,” 
Blair said. 

Equally chilling, Blair said, is 
the fact that the serial killer seems 
indiscriminate in his choice of vic¬ 
tims. He preys on men, women and 
children, killing the men, raping 
and/or killing the women and, oc¬ 
casionally, raping and sodomizing 
children. 

It is this viciousness, combined 
with the fact it any¬ 

where, that scars;53^;$te?S much, 
Blair said. £-- ■ 

"The nitty gri^ & fittest that 
every man hold? to be 

inviolate, and this fay has proved 
to be a good home invader," Blair 
said. 

Another frightening thought, 
Blair added, is the potential for 
' 'copycats' ’—other killers emulat¬ 
ing the "night stalker.” 

Blair and other experts say such 
violence hits especially hard in a 
place like Orange County, which, 
to some, seems far-removed from 
big-city evils. As a result, no one 
feels completely safe, authorities 
say. 

An example of just how panicky 
Orange Countians have become is 
the public reaction to news of a 
woman’s homicide in Orange early 
Thursday. 


were aglow after Orange police ini¬ 
tially said they could not rule out 
the "night stalker’s” involvement 
in the death of Cindy Monnier, 27, 
of 2082 N. Lincoln Ave. Monnier’s 
nude body was found at 5 a.m. in 
the flower bed of a next-door neigh¬ 
bor to whom she apparently was 
running for help. 

An ironic footnote to that inci¬ 
dent was that few neighbors re¬ 
ported hearing anything because 
they had their windows shut for 
fear of being attacked by the 
“night stalker.” 

At the scene of the killing, by¬ 
standers were ready to blame the 
"night stalker.” (On Thursday 
night, police officially ruled out the 
serial killer’s involvement.) 

“I’m ready to go out and learn to 
shoot a gun,” said Sharon Roqule- 
more, a 25-year-old mother who 
lives across the street from where 
Monnier was killed. “It scares me 
because he comes in at night; 
that’s what’s scary. You can’t see 
very well (and> you’re off your 
guard.” 

Tim Zimprich, 25, an Orange 
baker who was holding his infant 
son at the scene, said he is leaving 
his lights on at night and making 
sure the windows are locked. 

“You don’t know where he’s go¬ 
ing to hit,” Zimprich said, adding 
he has lived in Orange 15 years 
with no problems. “Orange is a 


Janet Baker, 36, also of Orange, 
said she was frightened before 
Monnier was killed. 

"This guy is just breaking into 
everyday, middle-class homes and 
killing everybody,” . she said. 
"That’s why everybody’s scared." 

Fear of the "night stalker" is so 
rampant that some people are 
arming themselves to the teeth. 
Gun stores have reported a boom¬ 
ing business, as have locksmiths. 

In Tustin-, a motorist Thursday, 
pulled over by the California High¬ 
way Patrol, opened his glove box 
and sheepishly admitted he had 
just bought the gun for protection 
against the "night stalker.” 

Adults’ fear is having a profound 
effect on children as well, child 
psychologists report. Allison 
Clarke-Stewart, a UC Irvine social 
ecology professor who wrote a 
book on day-care centers, said chil¬ 
dren respond to their parents' 
fears, adding, “and I know a lot of 
parents are afraid.” 

Cheryll Ruszat, director of the 
Village Montessouri day-care cen¬ 
ter in Irvine, said children will get 
worried if they perceive something 
as a direct threat to them, and par¬ 
ents’ fear is perceived exactly that 
way. 

Preschool children aren’t affect¬ 
ed so much as older children — 
esDeciallv teen-asers. Ruszat said. 


"I have two teen-age boys at 
home (in Irvine), and that’s all 
they’re talking about," she said. 
“They’re all watching for the car.' 
They’re locking their doors at 
night. They’re watching for the 
man.” 

But not everyone is losing his or 
her cool over the "night stalker." 

Samuel Battersby, 68, who lives ' 
in Mission Viejo, just a few doors 
down from where Bill Cams was 
• shot three times in the head Sun¬ 
day morning by the stalker, said he 
just makes sure to keep his doors 
and windows secure — as he al¬ 
ways has done. t ^ • 

"I’m not going to go out and buy- 
a gun,” he said, reclining comfdtt-"* 
ably in an easy chair. “I’ll be'69'‘ 
next month, and I’ve never in my 
life shot a shotgun. I’ve shot a pis- ‘ 
tol a half-dozen times — all in one 
day.” 

“I don’t think guns are the an- i 
swer,” he added. “If you don’t get j 
the drop on a guy, you provoke him 
more.” 

Dara Stuart, a 25-year-old moth- 
er who lives across the street from 
the Monnier woman in Orange, 
said she, too, is not worried. She 
said she has an alternative to fear: 
faith in God. 

“I believe the Lord watches over 
us,” she said. 
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Body of woman 
found in yard 
of neighbor 

Police say murder in Orange 
is not the work of ‘night stalker’ 


By Jim Carlton 
and Enrique Rangel 
The Register 

C’RANGE — The nude body of a 
VWian was found in her next-door 
neighbor's flower bed early Thurs¬ 
day, minutes after she was heard 
screaming and knocking frantical¬ 
ly on the neighbor’s door. 

Orange Police Lt. Dean Rich¬ 
ards said Thursday night that the S 
a.nr death of Cindy Monnier, 27, of 
208? N. Lincoln St., was not the 
work of the “night stalker." 

Orange police said this morning 
that Monnier had been stabbed 
once in the heart with a knife. 

The weapon was not found at the 
scene, and police know nothing 
else about it, said Sgt. Lou Walsh, 
head of the department’s major- 
crimes unit. 

Monnier’s slayer “could be a 
friend, or it could be someone she 
knew," said Lt. Mike Lemtz of the 
Orange Police Department. "We 
really don’t know. It’s a ‘whodun¬ 
it,’ and we have no suspects at this 
time." 

Walsh said area residents re¬ 
fected hearing a vehicle leaving 
scene. 


Orange police called the Orange 
County and Los Angeles County 
sheriff's departments for help with 
the investigation. 

Orange police also have request¬ 
ed the use of the Orange County 
Sheriffs Department's crime- 
scene unit, which city officers said 
is summoned on “major" investi¬ 
gations. 

Police refused to say Thursday 
whether Monnier’s apartment was 
broken into or if anything was tak¬ 
en from the premises. 

Crime-scene investigators were 
seen tagging 
screen and 

detectives wrfss 

through garfc&m 

Leihtz said 

was burgla?te$4 Ijpar 
She had lives’ Wm&B&Sto 


room apart^M? Wf* mm , 
Walsh said snsgjffigtestfsS 

burglary an4 
lieved to be 
According to m 
report, a telsslgfes 
ued at $300 were taken from her 
apartment Aug. 15. 

The apartment manager said 
Monnier came from Ohio and 

Please see MURDER/B7 














MURDER: Orange woman slain by knife at apartment complex 


FROM B1 

worked at an Orange County bank. 

“She was very quiet; a very nice 
young lady,” the manager said. 
“She was a good neighbor.” 

Leintz said police received a call 
from Monnier’s next-door neighbor 
about a woman screaming. The 
neighbor, whom he declined to 
identify, did not respond immedi¬ 


ately to the cries and knocks at her 
door. 

The^opened the door 
and approxi- 

matefy: = 'i$ : rfpa|pEtj|fter hearing 


Monnifir®jeetla}5ijgg 25 feet from 
the SekhbMrig one-bedroom 


apartment in the four-plex, Leintz 
said. 

Two neighbors across the street 
also reported hearing a woman 
scream but thought little of it at the 
time. 

Dara Stuart, 25, a housewife, 
said she was awakened by a 


“quick, short” scream and the 
slam of a wrought-iron gate next to 
her four-plex across the street 
from Monnier. 

Sharon Roqulemore, 25, who 
lives near Stuart, said she heard a 
muffled scream “coming from out 
front,” when she was feeding her 
infant. 


























































Victims of 
Stalker See 
Ramirez in 


By DAVID FREED, 

Times Staff Writer 

Seeking to strengthen their case 
against Night Stalker suspect 
Richard Ramirez, authorities 
Thursday night placed the 25- 
year-old drifter in a lineup before 
about 30 surviving relatives, wit¬ 
nesses and victims of attacks alleg¬ 
edly committed by Ramirez. 

1 Sheriff's officials declined to say 
whether any of those who attended 
the .lineup at Los Angeles County 
Central Jail were able to recog¬ 
nized Ramirez. 

After the lineup, the victims and 
witnesses examined about 2,000 
pieces of jewelry and other articles, 
including video-cassette recorders 
and, cameras, that investigators 
believe Ramirez stole in a series of 
burglaries in California. Ramirez is 
suspected of having committed at 
least. 15 slayings and 21 assaults, 
kidoapings and rapes during the 
break-ins. 

Ramirez was arrested Saturday 
in Blast Los Angeles after an all- 
points bulletin was issued for his 
arrest the night before. He is being 
held without bail in a maximum 
security section of the jail. 

Affect on Case 

Tlie recollections of those who 
allegedly encountered Ramirez and 
their ability to prove ownership of 
the stolen items may ultimately 
determine which slayings and oth¬ 
er criminal acts prosecutors will 
pursue against the El Paso, Tex., 
native, sheriffs officials said. 

Witnesses, victims and survivors 
who; visited the jail Thursday night 
viewed Ramirez in a 25-foot-by- 
80-foot room equipped with a 
stage, intense lighting and a one- 
way-glass partition running the 
length of the stage. Viewers were 
seated on one side of the glass, 
while Ramirez and a half-dozen 
other unidentified men resembling 
him were marched onto the stage. 

Those in the lineup were unable 
to see those who viewed them or to 
hear.their comments. 

Sheriffs Lt. Dick Walls said that 
generally in such procedures, those 
on stage are asked through an 
intercom system to turn several 
directions so that viewers have Specfej! 
sufficient opportunity to observe fourtd, < 
them. Viewers are then asked to include 
identify the suspect P , grated 

At the request of the Sheriff 1 ^ . Ibmd 
Department, the news media W«lw| 
agreed to remain away from the jail c&n M 

while the victims and survivors 
filtered in and out I 

"What concerns us . f,ath<ge 

tion of some of our witn?J:iS$SjSd I varioSs 
Deputy Willie Miller torafe$3&»Ts. i indivfflc 
"Some are under medical care! I sifssr 1 
some are with nurses. We are 1 J aspect, 
afraid, as traumatized as they ar% I-aJip-e: 
having to face news media prior lH ® fl 
or after that might damage our who ha 
case,” Ramirei 

Walls said Thursday night tha t him tur 
I most of the jewelry and other tiesvoli 
nii> items linked to Ramirez had that tht 


KEN HIVELY / Los Angeles Times 

A pleased James Romero III with Orahge County Sheriff 
Brad Gates at press conference honoring the youth. 

Boy Who Spotted Suspect’s 
Car Gets Wheels of His Own 

By MARK LANDSBAUM, Times Staff Writer 

About 90 minutes before the Night Stalker struck at a Mission 
Viejo home on Aug. 25, a sheriffs deputy was several blocks away 
taking a report from a 13-year-old boy who had seen a 
"suspicious" car, Orange County Sheriff Brad Gates said Thursday. 

There was no immediate reason. Gates pointed out, to believe 
that the orange Toyota whose partial license number was provided 
by James Romero III was the car used in the Stalker attacks, 
previously confined to Los Angeles and San Francisco areas. 

But the connection was made through a fingerprint found in 
the car, and young Romero had helped break the case. He was 
not publicly identified until Thursday. 

At a press conference held to commend and reward the youth, 
Gates said there was “no question James provided us with the 
most important piece of information we received out of 2,000 
phone calls” concerning the Mission Viejo attack, in which 
29-year-old Bill Cams was shot three times in the head and his 
fiancee was raped. 

Gates called the slightly built eighth-grade student "the hero 

Please see HERO, Page 12 
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LINEBE Stalker Victims View 
Suspect, Inspect Stolen Items 


Continued (tom Page 3 

Central Jail filled three, 25-foot- 
lohg tables that were guarded by 
two deputies. The items, besides 
the rings, broaches, necklaces and 
earrings. Included cameras, televi¬ 
sions, a video cassette recorder, 
video tapes, three suitcases and 
even a ceramic vase. 

Dozens of pieces of Jewelry were 
believed stolen July 20 in Sun 
Valley, where 32-year-old Chaina- 
rong Khovanath was shot to death 
and his wife assaulted by a late- 
night intruder. Police said at the 
time that at least $30,000 in jewels 
and cash had been taken. 

In a related development, au¬ 
thorities report that the search for 
evidence in the case has widened to 
Utah, where jewelry that may be 
linked to Pan's murder in San 
Francisco was located. 

Ogden, Utah, Police Chief Joe H. 
Ritchie said Thursday that a 10- 
karat gold ring had been linked to 


the Stalker suspect. He said an 
Ogden resident surrendered the 
ring last Sunday after receiving a 
call from a friend in the San 
Francisco area who had given it to 
him. 

Ritchie said the ring is believed 
to have been a gift from Ramirez 
that was later passed on to the Utah 
man. 

In Los Angeles, County Supervi¬ 
sor Pete Schabarum called for a 
$5,000 "no-questions-asked" re¬ 
ward to anyone who turns in a gun 
that Ramirez is believed to have 
dropped while running from angry 
citizens Saturday in Boyle Heights. 

Los Angeles authorities searched 
without success for the weapon 
Wednesday, leading to speculation 
that it may have been found and 
kept by someone who did not 
realize its significance. 

A sheriff's spokesman said offi¬ 
cers were "praying someone will 
hear about it and step forward." 


HERO: Boy Gets Wheels of His Own 


Continued from Page 3 

of Orange County" and presented 
him with an off-road, three-wheel 
motorcycle and $4,500 in cash from 
private donors. ' 

The motorcycle obviously 
caught the boy by surprise. "Guy," 
was all he could say as he stepped 
around television cameras to in¬ 
spect the vehicle. 

He had been working on his old 
motorbike in the garage of his 
home about 1 a.m. when he saw the 
Toyota, a sighting that helped lead 
to the capture of Stalker suspect 
Richard Ramirez. He declined, 
however, to disclose exactly what 
prompted him to call sheriffs dep¬ 



uties. 

Gates said he would not discuss 
details of the boy's sighting of the 
orange Toyota until after filing the 
case with the Orange County dis¬ 
trict attorney's office, today or 
early next week. The youth said 
that when he spotted the car and 
got its license number, 'T didn't 
really know" its significance. "I did 
what I could," he said. "I just hope 
other people who see stuff like that 
report it." 

Family Attends Event 

“If he was up to 1:30 in the 
morning working on that (motor¬ 
bike), he'll be up to 3 or 4 with 
this,” said his father, James Rom¬ 
ero, 46, a civil service employee ai 
El Toro Marine Corps Air Station 
Also attending the ceromoniet 
were the boy's mother, Emily, 39 
and his sister, Lisa, 16. 

Young Romero is the first persor 
to receive cash rewards in connec¬ 
tion with the Night Stalker case 
Gates said. 

Gates said he has written the Lo: 
Angeles County Board of Supervi 
sors and the Los Angeles Count; 
Sheriffs Night Stalker task forci 
recommending that Romero bi 
given "a substantial" portion of thi 
more than $75,000 in reward mone; 
to be dispersed there. 

Asked if he felt like a hero, th. 
boy said simply: “Yeah." 




















By Andy Furillo 

Herald staff writer 


bout 30 emotionally "dis- 
traught" victims, wit¬ 
nesses and survivors of the 
Night Stalker attacks that ter¬ 
rorized California tried to pick 
out the suspected serial killer 
from a lineup last night and 
furnish a major break in the 
case. 

Investigators did not disclose 
whether any of those who 
viewed him identified Night 
Stalker suspect Richard Rami¬ 
rez at the lineup held at Los 
Angeles County Men’s Central 
Jail that included five other 
inmates. 

Sheriff's department spokes¬ 
man Lt. Dick Walls said the 
experience was filled with emo¬ 
tion for the people from Los 
Angeles. San Francisco and El 
Paso. Texas, who were asked to 
try to select the 25-year-old 
drifter from the lineup. 

“If you can imagine the most 
distraught, painful, emotional 
experience that somebody 
could go through, that’s what's 
going on in there,” Walls told 
reporters while the witnesses 
— shielded from the press by a 
horde of investigators who 
comprise the Night Stalker task 
force -- looked at Ramirez 
inside the jail. 

“These people have been 
through very emotional, trau¬ 
matic experiences,” Walls 
added. “Now they’re being 
asked to view him again — face 
to face. There is high emotion. 
There is tension. There is a lot 
of pain and a lot of sadness.” 

Walls said the ability of the 
witnesses to identify Ramirez is 
“absolutely imperative” to the 
case. 

Ramirez has been charged 
Stalker/A- 19, Col. 3 


Night Staiker police lineup 

Christmas comes early for 13-year-old | ^timstry 

to identify 
serial killer 


Joseph Romero III, sitting on Yamaha ATV, is lauded at Orange County sheriffs headquart:.-s for helping crack Stalker case. 

Boy rewarded for giving key tip on killer 


Cy Kathleen tiaz Garner 

Herald staff writer ‘ 


13-year-old Mission Viejo 
A boy was rewarded by Orange 
County officials yesterday for 
helping direct police to “the most 
important information” in the 
Night Stalker case — the stolen 
orange Toyota allegedly used by 
the killer. 

As thanks for the valuable tip. 
Joseph Romero III was awarded 
two plaques — one from the 
sheriff’s! department and one 
from the sheriff’s advisory com¬ 
mission, a $1,000 check from the 


commission and its promise of an 
additional $2,500. He also received 
an ATV all-terrain vehicle, a mo¬ 
torcycle T-shirt and helmet. 

Romero was working on his 
minibike about 1 a.m. on Aug- 25 
when he spotted the vehicle. It 
was the partial license number the 
boy saw along with a description 
of the vehicle that helped police 
identify the car as stolen, officials 
said at a news conference at 
Orange County sheriff’s head¬ 
quarters. 

Shortly after Romero's sight¬ 
ing, the Night Stalker attacked a 
young couple who lived nearby, 
shooting William Cams in the 


head three times and assaulting 
his fiancee. Cams remains hospi¬ 
talized in stable condition. 

The car was found abandoned 
in Los Angeles the next day. A 
fingerprint found inside the car 
has been matched by authorities 
to Night Stalker suspect Richard 
Ramirez. 

Because young Romero is con¬ 
sidered a witness, neither he nor 
officials would reveal what cir¬ 
cumstances made the vehicle ap¬ 
pear suspicious or whether the car 
was parked or moving. 

“I just saw it and did what I 

Car/A-19, Col. 3 











Boy rewarded for key 
evidence in Stalker case 


Car/Continued from A-1 

could to get it," Romero said of the 
car and license plate number. The 
boy and his family were kept under 
protective police custody from the 
time of the sighting until the 
suspect was caught. 

“The boy is a very important 
part of our case,” said Orange 
County sheriff press spokesman Lt. 
Dick Olson. 

In addition to his other gifts, 
Romero also w'sR t^eive $2,500 
from Georgia Fgffm&s, owner of 
the Los Angelss ; ;^ns, Orange 
County Sheriff BiaU Gates said. The 


boy might receive even more 
money if Los Angeles County Su¬ 
pervisors approve the request Gates 
made on Romero’s behalf for part 
of the $70,000 in reward money 
being offered by various California 
agencies for information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of the 
Night Stalker. 

“Today we honor a young man 
who there’s no question led us to 
the identity of the suspect,” said 
Gates as James, Emily and Lisa 
Romero — the boy’s father, mother 
and sister — looked on proudly. 

“James provided us with the 
most important information,” Gates 


said, adding that the boy should be 
praised for “not being afraid to get 
involved.” The boy smiled as he 
received the awards from Gates, 
Commissioner Tony Moiso and Or¬ 
ange County Supervisors Tom Riley 
and Bruce Nestande, but his mouth 
dropped open after he was handed 
the motorcycle helmet and Yamaha 
T-shirt and was shown a black 
three-wheel dirt bike hidden be¬ 
hind journalists and television cam¬ 
eras. 

The three-wheel black Yamaha 
ATV was purchased from a lotal 
dealer at a “knocked-down” price 
by an anonymous donor, Gates said. 

The small boy walked quickly to 
the bike and hopped right on. “This 
is real nice,” Romero said. 

“I just hope other people who 
see stuff like that report it and help 
the jxea-Uiesaid. 




‘Distraught’ victims try 
to ident ifea&e attacker 

§fj§|ggj j|^gp 

Stalker/Continued from County Jail, was released on Jan. 

and was placed on two years 
with two of the 15 ^'V:probation. 

nitely linked to the Ramirez, identified as a tran- 

attacks that began at least as far sient by police, had hypodermic 
back as June 1984 and extended up needle marks on both arms, arrest- 
to the suspect’s arrest last Saturday, ing officers reported, 
when he was chased down and In an interview published yester- 
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beaten by citizens who captured day 


him in East Los Angeles. 


Lompoc Record, 


former roommate of Ramirez said 


Besides being asked to identify that the suspected Night Stalker 
Ramirez, the witnesses and victims began injecting cocaine into his 
of the Night Stalker attacks were arms within the past year, 
also asked last night to try and The former roommate, Earl 
identify more than 2,000 allegedly Gregg Jr., 25, lived with Ramirez 
stolen articles that were placed on for a four-month period in 1980 in 




The former roommate, Earl J 1 , a l r * ,n guards evidence 

egg Jr., 25, lived with Ramirez a,,egedl * stolen the Night Stalker. 


display inside the jail. 

Walls said the articles were 
recovered in at least one search 


warrant served - by investigators rez had changed dramatically since 
and from an unidentified number the two roomed together, 
of individuals who turned the “The drugs and maybe the sa- 
potential evidence over to authori- tanic cult made him snap,” Gregg 


„ 1 Vu, n \ )nm P enoa m 19 ° u m over to authorities by midnight 
San Pablo, about 15 miles north of tonight, Schabarum said 
were San Francisco, the paper reported. The Board of Supervisors, which 
Gregg told the paper that Rami- does not meet again until Tuesday 
! had changed dramatically since must approve Schabarum’s request 
roomed together. before the reward can be issued. 

The drugs and maybe the sa- Schabarum said he anticipates the 
11 c cult made him snap,” Gregg board will approve the request. 


. .. .. . u . wa ? quoted as saying -the momentum of gathering 

The individuals either were Investigators have found satamst evidence in this case is waning ” he 
given or bought the items that symbols, such as inverted penta- said. “We want to keep the whole 
investigators believe were handled grams, at some Night Stalker crime matter on the front burner ” 
by Ramirez,” Walls said scenes, but prosecutors have played Walls, who accompanied Schaha- 


by Ramirez,” Walls said. 


Walls, who accompanied Schaba- 


The spokesman also did not say down occultism as a motive for the rum at the supervisor’s afternoon 

hn QA rmrmla of fVin ioil 1 oct ni/tVif plo tfim* rr* . * 


if the 30 people at the jail last night slayings. 


were able to identify any of the Gregg apparently is&|figs:orm- 
stolen items, which consisted ant whose tip to the l^pg^olica 
mostly of jewelry wrapped in plas- Department led to ttpf@|§htual 
tic bags, but also included vases, identification of Ramirez by author- 
VCRs, a television set, personal ities in San Francisco. 


letters, briefcases, video cassettes 
and clothing. 


He said in the newspaper inter¬ 
view that his wife purchased stolen 


Walls said the items were recov- jewelry from Ramirez last month in 
ered from the Los Angeles, San San Francisco. The jewelry had 


Francisco and El Paso areas. 


been taken from a residence Rami- 


“Hopefully, in some cases, (the rez is believed to have burglarized 
identification of the property) will on Aug. 15. Gregg said he suspected 
give us a clear picture of his t haL-g j a mirez was the Ntofet Stalko- 
(Ramirez’s) activities,” Walls said. ail^S Lomppbr^M^ 

In the midst of Ramirez’s alleged w||P|?iained 
crime spree, he was arrested on siip@gf imi pM IaiB 
suspicion of stealing a car in Gregg’s tip :Sari Ira 

downtown Los Angeles and sen- cisco police to pI^e'K^Mk«,fo']gt*l# 
tenced to 75 days in Los Angeles Bay Area at the -tfejais SfeUiM'if ( 
County Jail, according to court slaying of Peter‘ 
records. accountant. PfiJJwiflHHRijO 

Ramirez was arrested on Dec. 12 Meanwhile, 
under the alias.of Richard Munoz' Schabarum yesterd# 

Moreno when he nearly crashed his $5,000 reward 

stolen 1975 Toyota Corolla into a finds the smail-eay#ter[ » 

Los Angeles police patrol car at tha£, $% 3 jaa?^.S 8 ight r 'iraW thrinVn 1 

Sixth and San Pedro streets down- a\£% a ^S&K&capture in East Los 

town - 

He pleaded no contest to the money, the person 

auto theft charge, served his time gun must turn it 


news conference, said it is possible 
that somebody may have already 
recovered the gun, but is not 
forwarding it to authorities. 

“Common sense tells me that if, 
in fact, he (Ramirez) was carrying it, 
someone now has it,” Walls said. 

Ramirez’s lawyer, Deputy Public 
Defender Allen Adashek, said yes¬ 
terday he has spoken with the 
suspected Night Stalker. Adashek 
declined to disclose the details of 
his conversation with Ramirez or to 
Shame terize his client’s mood. 
JlJ^mshek said he has “just 
begun to examine the 
pp&ce, reports that were turned 
him after Ramirez was 
Tuesday with the May-14 
|Mjft{M)f 65-year-old William Doi of 


KRffBK 


iBShTTOI - : 'C-fiirez is charged in San Fran- 

the Aug. 17 murder of 
er . 5 J 5 — rlifr®?; -One of his fingerprints has 

at the scene of the June ; 


i mu £ de 5 0{ JennieVinco w, 

^^^^^|capture in East Los turned 

money, the person 
gun must turn it tributed 

'OK sa uir. .if •-H 


<*'««• «» /,fc. : ». ty/J, 






Anne Knudsen/Herald photographer 
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Night Stalker 
suspect viewed 
in L.A. lineup 


By JIM TRANQUADA 
Staff Writer 

About 30 emotional survivors 
of the Night Stalker’s nocturnal 
reign of terror viewed the prime 
suspect in the case in a police 
lineup Thursday at Los Angeles 
Central County Jail as police 
continued to try and link him to 
a series of brutal killings. 

The victims and witnesses 
from Southern California and 
San Francisco were 
roomful of jewelryi'3g^%;g&~ 
and other items aUeg|§§§£i|i|a&i- r 
in burglaries by Ricf^^^^?P:- 
rez, the 25-year-old 
lice believe jnay have mMsiSirng- 
ip5 marderf over the past year. 

Tmitwte identification of 
fe ihaiineBp or of the 
stores itsios flhj.a$lay* could 

S lay feJyef# important role in 
riding to tile case against Rami- 



y was 

igAcd 

?fther 

Is %£i‘ 


raigned Tuesday 
it of murder and 
ar>-°s of assault 
IMS’s Lt. Rich- 


i . 

;’s the mosi fiii&vionaLvPain- 


ful experience going ipgiere 
that you could imagi^|i 'K f alls 
said of the liB®p»fellf^- the 
“show-up” r o^P lpii the first 
floor of the iaiM^llltex. 


However,. from the 


lineup and the property identifi¬ 
cation probably won’t be an¬ 
nounced by the district attor¬ 
ney’s office for a least a couple 
of days, Walls added. 

The booty on display on three 
long tables — 2,000 pieces of 
jewelry, cameras, coins, video¬ 
tapes, china, briefcases, suitcas¬ 
es, a white fur coat and a televi¬ 
sion sgt — came from Southern 
California.'San Francisco and El 
3Paso, Walls said. 

~ No firearms or drugs were 
"included in the property on 
display, he said. 

Some of the property may 
have been seized with search 
warrants, but a majority came 
from individuals who either 
‘bought it or were given it by 
someone investigators believe 
could be Ramirez, he said. 

Walls couldn’t provide an 
estimate of the value of the 
property, nor would he com¬ 
ment on how long investigators 
had been accumulating the col¬ 
lection or from what specific 
locations it had been taken. * 
Meanwhile, a massive search 
continued for a small-caliber 
pistol Ramirez is believed to 

Please see STALKER, 
Pase A-7 
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Stalker: Suspect viewed 
by victims in L.A. linen 


Continued from Page A-l 

have discarded just before his 
arrest Saturday in East Los 
Angeles. 

Los Angeles County Supervi¬ 
sor Pete Schabarum said Thurs¬ 
day he will ask for a $5,000 
reward for the gun, which police 
call a key piece of evidence, if it 
is handed in by midnight to¬ 
night, Schabarum spokesman 
Tom Hibbard said. 

The search for the gun is part 
of a widened investigation in 
Southern California and San 
Francisco into hundreds of 
unsolved murders, assaults and 
rapes dating back to 1981, when 
Ramirez is believed to have 
come to California from his na¬ 
tive El Paso, Texas. 

Police had believed the first 
of the Night Stalker’s victims 


was 34-year-old Dayle Okazaki, 
slain in her Rosemead home 
March 17. But Los Angeles po¬ 
lice announced Wednesday 
Ramirez had left fingerprints at 
the scene of the June 1984 kill¬ 
ing of Jennie Vincow, 79, of 
Glassell Park. 

San Francisco police also are 
examining several unsolved 
slayings, including the Feb. 20 
stabbing death of two sistesg§| 
and the June 2 shooting death^P 
a young man whose girlfrieilp; 
was assaulted. v 

Sheriff’s detectives in Contra 
Costa County were also taking a 
fresh look at an unspecified kill¬ 
ing to see if it resembled the 
Night Stalker murders, the 
Associated Press reported. 

However, police in the San 
Bernardino County community 
of Montclair “have pretty much 



ruled out” the possi 
the Night Stalker wa 
ble for the fatal shoo 
men early Saturday morning, 
.hours before Ramirez was cap¬ 
tured by angry residents in East 
Los Angeles. 

Based on descriptions provid¬ 
ed by neighbors, the only resem¬ 
blance between Ramirez and the 
intruder who shot Richard Cuz- 
?<i 24, and Scott Anthony Rock- 
jgpll, 22, is that they are both 
piale Latinos, said Det. Greg 
Usannery. 

Ramirez is scheduled to reap¬ 
pear Monday in Los Angeles 
Municipal Court, but he may not 
enter a plea to the charges 
against him and a preliminary 
hearing may not be scheduled 
for some time, said Deputy 
Public Defender Allen Adashek, 
who has been assigned to repre¬ 
sent Ramirez. 




Guardians seek 
community angels 

Garage sale set to erase debt 


By KATHY BRAIDHILL 
Special Correspondent 
Although a suspect in the 
Night Stalker serial murder 
case has been arrested, the 
work — and the bills — of 
the Guardian Angels contin¬ 
ue to mount. 

The Angels are holding a 

_23®3ge- sa-k-S4torday in a 
Sierra 

^>;> i-' •. ‘^f.’-vill run 

tools. 


run 

■filHPIft tools, 

clothes, furniture, baby 
clothes, toys, pets and other 
items. In addition, Guardian 
Angels T-shirts, bumper 
stickers, and buttons will be 
sold. 

Donations of items to be 
sold by the Angels will be 
appreciated, said Danny 
Lewis, chapter leader of the 
Westside Los Angeles 
Guardian Angels. MSJ^.JLp- 
formation is availed |y 
calling (818) 446-667§t§M 

“We shipped in ¥®!5- 
dozen Angels from San Fran¬ 
cisco, from Santa Ana, River¬ 
side and San Diego,” said 
Lewis. “We’ve incurred a 
debt and we need to offset 
tl^ppnediately.” 
‘^iWdition to the expense 
fe;,', , )one bills, the Angels 
palf wr bus tickets, and 


accommodations for Angels 
to stay while they were in 
Los Angeles, Lewis said. 

The possible capture of 
the Night Stalker will not 
mean the end of the Angels 
in red berets in this area, 
Lewis said. 

“Our efforts will continue 
out there. Our goal is to 
bring the presence of the 
Guardian Angels into pock¬ 
ets of high crime in the San 
Gabriel Valley,” Lewis said. 

As a result of Angels 
founder Curtis Sliwa’s ap¬ 
pearance on television, on 
the radio and from newspa¬ 
per coverage, the Angels 
have received hundreds of 
phone calls from residents 
asking for more information 
on patrols and how to start 
chapters in their areas. 

§8I§1|| said requests to 
fos|§£§fsapters came from 
HfSSlIilon Beach, Diamond 
Bar, Santa Barbara, Tor¬ 
rance, Pomona, Glendale, 
Redondo Beach, Whittier 
and a dozen other cities. 

The Angels will continue 
to patrol in areas requested 
by residents and keep the 
San Gabriel Valley chapter 
alive. 

“We are responding to the 
demand,” Lewis said. 
“Where we patrol is based 
on response. 

“If they have a tip.that 
there are problems in one 
particular area; we will be 
there to respond to those 
needs,” Lewis added. . . 
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Sgt. Larry Lutzow 

PossiMb scam 


The possibility of a scam broke at the end 
of last week when a Sierra Madre woman called 
The News to report a plainclothes male re¬ 
questing C.O.D. funds in return for a booklet. 

The man came to the door and asked for 
the woman’s daughter, saying he had a col¬ 
lect package from United Parcel Service. The 
man was not in uniform and he was not driving 
aU.P.S. truck. 

Thinking quickly, the woman excused her¬ 
self and surreptitously called her daughter to 
inquire whether or not she was to receive a 
package. The daughter replied negatively, so 
the Sierra Madrean told the unidentified 
she did not have enough money to pay him. 

He asked how how much she had and she 
said, “Not enough.” He asked why she did 
not pay by check and she fibbed that her hus- 
• band had their only checkbook. 

According to a spokesperson for United 
Parcel Service, often plainclothes supervisors 
go out in the areas to collect C.O.D. orders. 
If they do not collect, they usually put the pack¬ 
age on the U.P.S. truck for the next day’s ser¬ 
vicing. As of Tuesday there were no packages 
placed on the truck for the Sierra Madre area 
run. 

A spokesperson for U.P.S. suggested that 
anyone having this experience should notify 
U.P.S. or the Sierra Madre Police, 355-1414. 


Never relax 
home security 

Now that law enforcement agencies have a sus¬ 
pect who is the alleged “Valley Intruder, “Walk 
In Killer,” “Night Stalker,” we all tend to heave 
a sigh of relief and open all the doors and windows 
in this hot, September weather. 

Sgt. Larry Lutzow, who, with Sgt. Wayne 
Bailey, is in charge of training for the Neigh¬ 
borhood Watch program iq Sierra Madre, warns 
everyone that the program i$ always in the vogue. 

Although the killer who stalked California for 
months might be the suspect who was caught in 
downtown Los Angeles Saturday, it is well to re¬ 
member that there are many burglars out there. 
Lutzow says “He has knocked burglaries down by 
one-third. They have been afraid of him, too.” 

However, with two policemen on duty at one 
tj ore ato protect ^BSta Madre citizens, it is 
v '' ... •" tffraaigffijgP£a«g|ther,” Lutzow cautions. 

jj^^ighborhood Watch pro- 





J&sgg start a “Watch” pro- 
n^%3ghbors to find out how 

n &:/ lw0 or three ' ndicate 
^ wwSd be glad to come out 

' r “ .home security check. If 
|be‘ ts^ice should be contact¬ 
s' -a> ;«Eally-agreed-on date set 


^je',s^ice should be contact- 
i #.a>.;®ally-agreed-qn date set 
for the meeting. sag v 

At the meeting, which is usuailf %i$||none of 
that describes how burglars worIcTTfieiTpolTce lialid ~ 
out helpful pamphlets and describe to the neighbors 

the various locks available and how doors and_.. 

windows can be secured. 

Homes can be- -open but secure if residents 
open a window six inches and drive a nail or 
screw into the jam so the sash cannot be opened. 

Only air can enter a home secured in that manner. __ 
Lutzow warns residents 


Lutzow warns residents 
with chairs or tables because is 
be difficult to escape quicWf-y^c^SJ 5 
EMTs could not enter in case 
gency. He suggests people cgecsTthejSSjO 
windows before going to 

se,ves - $ ± gsT% 


^ 17 - ▼ 

I r mYfl 















SIERRA MADRE NEWS 
PAGE 8 

THURS., SEPT. 5, 1985 



Never relax 
home security 


Continued from page 1 

Lutzow says that during the time of panic 
before the'suspect was caught, many of the strange 
noises people heard during the night were caused 
by raccoons walking and avocados falling off 
trees. People were keeping their dogs indoors and 
“varmints” had full run of the streets. 

One of the major problems in Sierra Madre 
is the lack of posting addresses. Often, the only 
number is on the curb and there is a car with a 
night permit parked directly in front of that number. 
.He repeats, “Please put that, house or apartment 
number where it can be seen easily from the street.” 

If someone knocks on the door, do not open 
the door, Lutzow says. Ask who the caller is and 
do not open up automatically if the caller iden¬ 
tifies himself as a policeman. Look through a door 
peephole or through a nearby window before open¬ 
ing the door to anyone. 

“Know your neighbors. Look out for each 
other. Remember that your police are on duty 24 
hours a day,” Lutzow says. 

He reports that within five to six years of doing 
the Neighborhood Watch, about 50-60% of the 
city has become involved in the program. Signs 
have been available and have been installed within 
the past three years. 

Lutzow says the police “do not advocate the 
purchase of fire arms.” He says policemen have 
been met at front doors several times by citizens 
with guns. “It’s hazardous for us out there. 

During the recent emergency, miscellaneous ser¬ 
vice calls almost doubled, Lutzow says. 

Out of 20 calls on the 9-1-1 number only, 
two have really been emergencies, he reports. Now 
that police have a suspect for the “Stalker,” they 
will be much stricter about the use of the 9-1-1 
on non-emergency calls. 

Even Chief Bill Betts pulled patrol duty a week 
ago. Lutzow says there is no pattern to their pat¬ 
rol but they attempt to hit “most every street” 
in town during a 24-hr. patrol. 

The most important fact for everyone to re¬ 
member is to be cautious and to use common 
sense in home security. 
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Suspect’s car found, 
plea for gun issued 


Toast of the town 


By Mark S. Wamlck 
and Jeff Gottllob 


Herald stall writers 


seek death penalty 

Stalker suspect Richard 

Ramirez last night, au- wnnUvrXr - -t-- 

thorities Issued a dramatic appeal 

for public help In finding the Herald stall y,n ter ^ 

handgun he may have discarded 

before his capture. If Night Stalkin'.isusp'gct'tjteltaril' 

The small, dark weapon — possi- Ramirez is charged iyith niDrp'thtli! 
bly .22 or .25 caliber — may be a one count of murder^ nfcjsfCtiWra’ 
vital piece of evidence in some of plan to seek the death pmaitMfifli 1 
the cases linked to the Night Los Angeles districtMtjnh&lMnle'f 
Stalker, said Lt. Dick Walls of the assistant said yesferauy. J 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's De- The court process the 25-year-old 
partment. Ramirez may face could prove 

"If we don’t find it, it may be lengthy. He also may be prosecuted 
Impossible to link some of the by Orange County and San Fran- 
homicides to the suspect," Walls cisco authorities following any Los 
said. Angeles County verdict, 


Bv Ruben Castaneda porters Saturday when Richard their roles in capturing the 25- 

Hr- r »iH«;,rtwnTr'r Ramirez, the suspected Night year-old Ramirez, named by inves- 

- - Stalker, was run down and cap- tigators as the prime suspect in as 

tured by four residents. many as 16 murders and 28 

The day after the dramatic The police and sheriff’s squad assaults, 
citizen capture of the Night cars were gone yesterday, but the Topical was the comment of 54- 
Stalker suspect, the East Los journalists — electronic and print year-old Jose Burgoin, one of the 
Angeles residents who cornered — were back en masse, and were four people who captured Rami- 
the fugitive contended with a joined by a number of well- rez: “I’m happy that people are 
second invasion of their neighbor- wishers who came by to congratu- saying we did something good. I 
hood: the press. late the residents who helped feel good to have been able to 

The inhabitants of Hubbard capture the suspect, help." 

Street, just east of the Los Angeles The people hailed as heroes by Burgoin and the three others 

city line, were deluged with sher- reporters remained gracious and 

iff’s deputies, policemen and re- low-key, generally downplaying Horoos/A-4, Col. 3 


Stalkor/A-4, Col. I 


Prosocuto/A-4. Col. I 






A4 L<is An 9eles Herald Examiner. Monday. September 2. 1985 


Police ask for help in 
finding suspect’s gun 


comment on 


district attorney Investigators working on the 

Two homtc.de detectives from NfeM stalker case have been all but 
San Francisco were at the jad ln ® c ° ess ii,Ie to the press, and au- 
yesterday, presumably as part of Ihor , Ijes have been reluctant to 
the investigations into the Wlmg of , substantive informa- 

66-year-old Peter Pan, shot to death '' a 1 

during a nighttime attack in his San gut yeslerday mere was an 
Francisco home. Pans Wife was .. intervie ’ w opportunity" with Dep- 
shot .in the head, but sumved^fo A„ dr es P Bamirez, the young 
agency would confirm the purimse | ^ man wh0 „as the first to put 
of th.e visit, but San Francisco handcu(fs on the man police have 
homicide Inspector Frank Falzon " (or months 

said .warrants from his jurisdiction b who Jocks out of 

for murder, attempted murder and departmem . s j*, ^ Angeles 
burglary were served on lUmir^ station, responded to a "fight in 

Authorities aid [hey tave not progress" call on Hubbard Street to 
yet determined who owns the (our ang residents holding 

P “S*i^RamlS an exhausted, bleeding man to the 
night. “It may belong to Ramirez . 

somehow," Walls sai d. "W e donh g wh J n he asked the man his 
have any record of it being stolen. sli5Dec t reDlied sinroiv 

Mn a an J d U o‘ y v?UeT^ “• — 

^ ave hasten ^*3-4 with my mom and 

Reports that the Pontiac had been dad an(f we don ., have relatives 
seen recently were not true. Walls , n E| Pas0 - Dcputy Ramirez said, 
said. 

There was no immediate de-scrip- ■ 

tion of the gun police are seeking Ray Garcia, who attended Jeffer- 
other than a "small, dark handgun." son High School in El Paso with 
But some of the victims in Night Ramirez, remembers him as some- 
Stalker attacks are known to have one who was always in trouble. "He 
been shot with .22- and .2Acaliber was always up to something." Gar- 
weapons. cia said. "We thought he was tick. 

Several people who saw Ramirez He had this disease — everything Horoes/Continued 
running through the Hollenbeck would stick to his hand. We called 
area say he had a gun. but he had him Ricky the Klepto.” airmnmtert r 

none when captured. One of the Ramirez was arrested three or 2?® 

Witnesses was Salvador Sanchez, four times on theft charges and 

who! said he saw a man with a gun “was always getting kicked out of } 

in front of his house on Siskyou school Garcia recalled Garcia gP “ muMolfar 

s *rnm . 


Fame Intrudes on E. Hubbard Street 
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Stalker suspect to lie arraigned today 



and 21 assaults, grew up in a 
poor section of El Paso, Texas, 
about a half-mile from the Mexi¬ 
can border. 

He was the youngest of five 
children born to Julian and 
Mercedes Ramirez, described by 
neighbors as traditional, strict 
and sometime uncompromising 
parents. 

Associated Press By junior high school, Rami- 

Those who know Richard rez use d marijuana frequently 
Ramirez, arrested in the "Night an< j was a devoted fan of heavy 
Stalker" serial killings, describe metal music, blasting his neigh- 
him as a loner whose years as a borhood with his Black Sabbath 
high school dropout were punc- records, the Daily News of Los 
tuated with minor run-ins with Angeles reported Monday, 
police. "He was always talking about 

Ramirez, 25, booked for inves- 

tigation of murder in connection Please see SUSPECT, 

with 16 Night Stalker slayings • Back page, this section 


-T* I). ,1 ‘ „ „ _ • 11 Ea f l Los A "8eles residents Sat- eluding mutilation of some vie- 

l 011CG Will urda >’ * hen he bled to steal a Urns and symbols of satanic 
car. will probably face further worship scrawled on the walls of 

fiSD I f**! ___ charges after his arraignment some of the victims’homes. 

gff, Jr fflfl 1 il lC 0116 or odas ’’ Sberiffs Det. frank Sa- "We will not make any com- 
*.&' , T le ™»ment on evidence we have found 

■-? lift 1 We will file one or two cases, or have not found,” he said. 

JBPf-t d two cnarffes b ? cause ** are filling a time According .io unattributed 

■S'dr- ” ffl r al element, but we will continpe. - pUtOishejt imports, the words 

- M Re train.kin. 1 Aour investigation on into th.%' ^kiftejinifei’ — a song lyric 
* By mVRANQUADA month — however long it takes by a lcci'baud named Judas 

, if.n .-. .. , . — and file more charges as evt- Pi#At 4-'v*r6 scrawled on the 

. . Afta sVending the weekend dence comes to light," Salerno w alls id ihe Ssn Francisco house 

Under low guard an , S ola- said. g. -S'li&«Sf&§&St Stalker is he- 

— jf [ion ce, mV ma n suspected of Ramirez, who is being held 

^ v- Ag | , ? ln 8 •?. ”sht Stalker serial without possibility of bail, h£$ 

■ f*j r ,!% be arraigned not yet made any statements to 

Atj alii ,oda y "?}. ! e ftt one 001,111 of police, the detective said. 

■ murderJncialScaid Monday. Salerno declined to comment 

AMIREZ . • RichaRamirfe 2 5, who was on reports Ramirez has been 

suspect m killings chased, Pten and captured by linked to Satanic activities, in- 


Suspect 
described 
as a loner 


In the meantime, investiga- 

Pleasc see STALKER, 
Back page, this section 
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Stalker: Arraignment set today 


Continued from Page A-l 

tors who worked through the long Labor Day 
weekend appealed to the public to help them find 
a small-caliber gun they believe was used in some 
of the 16 killings attributed to the kCHs^stoce 
February. 

Witnesses who spotted Ramirez as M ! fled 
through East Los Angeles Saturday saw him with 
a gun, but the 25-year-old drifter was unarmed 
when he was captured by angry residents, said 
Deputy Lynda Edmonds of the Sheriff’s Informa¬ 
tion Bureau. 

Both Edmonds and Salary declined to com¬ 
ment on published reports ipH Investigators have 
recovered a second gun aM^tfy used by Rami¬ 
rez. 

A 1976 Pontiac Grand Prix allegedly used by 
Ramirez during several assaults was being exam¬ 
ined closely in an undisclosed location after being 
discovered Sunday by Sheriff’s investigators in 
Lincoln Heights, Edmonds said. 

Investigators are also looking into the possibili¬ 
ty that Ramirez spent some time in Pho^^^iz., 
before returning to Los Angeles by bds*S‘-few 
hours before his capture, Salerno said. 

Ramirez apparently was unaware that he had 
been named as the prime suspect in the case in a 
news conference Friday night until he saw his 
photograph in a newspaper Saturday morning. 

“We are not sure, but we think he did (spend 
some time in Arizona),” Salerno said. “We have 
asked the Phoenix police to help us look into it.” 

In the San Bernadino County community of 


Montclair, police are continuing their investiga¬ 
tion into the killing of two men who were shot, in 
the head by an intruder who entered their home 
through an unlocked door early Saturday morn¬ 
ing, a police spokeswoman said. 

The Night Stalker’s victims were shot, beaten, 
stabbed or had their throats cut by an assailant 
who creeped into homes through unlocked doors 
or windows in the early morning hours. 

However, the Night Stalker task force formed 
by the Sheriff’s and the Los Angeles Police de¬ 
partments has not yet included the Montclair slay¬ 
ings in its investigation. 

“We haven’t been out to Montcfp^slfjcause it 
doesn’t look like they’re related,” S||||||said. 

While Los Angeles investigator|^||§t|ned re¬ 
luctant to discuss the evidence they have amassed, 
Lompoc Police Chief J.D. Smith called a press 
conference Monday to announce that jewelry stol¬ 
en in San Francisco and in Lompoc provided a 
crucial link in the case. 

Four days before Ramirez’s identity was public¬ 
ly announced, Lompoc police received a tip from 
a local resident who. said her family had pur¬ 
chased a bracelet and ring from an old family 
acquaintance named Rick, Smith said 'vjA;; v 

The family acquaintance resembled I'te pe'Me 
description of the Night Stalker and h&d him in 
the San Francisco area at the time a 
accountant was slain and his wife shot by ip mfet- 
morning intruder, the tipster told police. 

Fingerprints on the jewelry, stolen two days 
before the accountant’s murder, identified the 
friend as Ramirez, Smith said. 






Stalker Suspect 
Isn’t Talking 

Ramirez Described as 
Passive and Compliant 


Times Staff Writers •A'-Vvi’A 

Night Stalker suspeift’-t^b^’V 
.amirez has remained 


Ramirez has remained 
ing detectives’ questioi^^'.’^^^,.'^ 
16 slayings and 21 assaiiH^hjj* ’stuV 
recent weeks sowed ' 

Mission Viejo to San 
authorities told The j"; 

dav i o'm h:* <■... J 

• im iiTi • i i • 1 

“He’s not talking,” one law en¬ 
forcement source said of Ramirez, 

25, who was chased, clubbed and 
captured Saturday by angry East 
Los Angeles residents after he 
allegedly tried to steal a car in their 
Hubbard Street neighborhood. 

Ramirez, whose most distinctive 
feature is rotting teeth, was spotted 
about 12 hours after authorities 
identified him as the Night Stalker 
suspect and released a mug shot to 
newspapers and television stations. 

Law enforcement officials who 
have observed the 6-foot, 1-inch, 
155-pound suspect since his arrest 
described him Sunday as passive 
and compliant and said he has not 

S to the crimes. 

on suspicion of one un- 
murder, Ramirez is being 
Dut bail in a high-security 
section of Los Angeles County Jail j 
where he is under constant surveil- I 
lance, a Sheriff's Department offi- I 
cial said. Originally from El Paso, I 
Please see RAMIREZ, Page 161 
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RAMIREZs Suspect, Passive and QwnmpMmttj Won’t Talk to Alt! 


Mission Viejo attack and found at 
the scene of a routine burglary in 
San Francisco on Aug. 15 led Los 
Angeles and San Francisco author¬ 
ities to Identify Ramirez as the 
Night Stalker suspect. 

San Francisco police, who are 
taking credit for first identifying 


it as a cole (theory)," he added. 

No satan'c markings v/ere found 
in the Montclair home, Flannery 
said. 

Although most of the Night 
Stalker crimes occurred in Los 
Angeles County, authorities in Or¬ 
ange County suspect that the same 
perron committed an Aug. 25 


Continued from Page 1 found and that another remains The classmate, Ray Garda, 27, 

Ramirez has reportedly lived in the „ told the Examiner that Ramirez 

Los Angeles area in recent years. Ramirez s automobile, a green had either painted or tattooed a. 

Investigators from the Los An- 1978 PonUac ' was found Sunday pentagram on the palm of one 

gcles County Sheriffs Department, P arkcd thc 100 b,ock of East hand. A pentagram is a five-sided 

which coordinated the investiga- Avenue 23 in Lincoln Heights, a suit believed by some to symbolize 

lion, met Sunday and will meet sheriffs spokesman said. the devil's horns, 

again today with officials of the Los Another sheriff’s spokesman Garcia also described Ramirez as 

Angeles County district attorney's asked the public’s help in finding a a "Junk food addict.’’_ _ 

office to "discuss what evidence pistol believed to belong to the "All he 

they have and the specific charges suspect chocolates an^5gg££*JjnSS5»> 

that will be considered," said Chief Sheriffs Lt Dick Walls said quoted «s 
Deputy Dial. Atly. Gilbert 1. Gar- neighbors who helped to capture brush his teet|ayia«»irifiH-^Lifctd( 
cetti. Ramirez after a chase in East Los 

He said he anUelpates a decision A "* el “ i'.!®, 

^ Based mi thetafonnallon avails- J ™* 1 oI «*“ N ' eh ' Sta ' k " 

that Raml'reiAJchanredwlS Thal 6un was n ° l ln Ramlrcz ' s 
auea^one^rime possession when he was taken into 

at least one crime, although he aid cuslodyi and a search by deputies 

armed with metal detectors failed 
Authorities are required to release , 0 disdose any iracc of it Walls 

toton held for two ^rtlTa askcd P' re0 " havi " 8 know| - 

has been held for two court days. cdgc o( Q, e weapon to call the 
There are some things they sheriffs homicide division at (213) 

(investigators) are still working 974 . 434 ]. 
on, which by the time we make our 
decision they hope to have,” Gar- Obsession With Song 
cetti aid, refusing to elaborate. A Northern California man who 

Deputy Dist Atty. Philip Halpin said he attended school with Rami- 
of the special trials unit has been rez in El Paso was quoted in 
assigned to review the evidence Sunday's edition of the San Fran- 
and, if charges are filed, prosecute cisco Examiner as saying'that Ra¬ 
the case, Garcetti said- Halpin has mirez was obsessed with what he 
been working for about a month believed to be Satanic themes in the 
with the law enforcement task music of the rock group AC/DC’s 
force that has investigated the 1979 album "Highway to Hell." 
killings. More than once, authorities said, 

Meanwhile, the Sheriffs Depart- they have found Satanic symbols 
ment reported that one important scrawled on walls in the homes of 
bit of physical evidence has been victims. 


Ramirez, suspect him of at least lased '.Sia*H theftraplo wbjffiook 
one murder and a burglary in their part in tlie chase that led to his 
community. San Francisco invest!- arrest might he eligible; others that 
gators arrived in Los Angeles on it might belong to those who 
Sunday, said Deputy Mike Kenyon identified him or to individuals who 
of the Los Angeles County Sheriffs physically restrained Ramirez be- 

Dcpartmcnt. Kenyon said he does fore sheriffs deputies arrived, 
gunshot not know if they questioned Rami- It was suggested that the Sher- 
rez. iff* Department might have to 

James G. Enright, Orange Coun- make the decision, 

ty’s chief deputy district attorney, Deputy Rick Adams of the shcr- 
said Sunday that he expects that iffs information bureau said Sun- 
Los Angeles County authorities day night that no such dclermlna- 
will make a decision on filing lion had yet been requested. 


authorities hi 
Night Stalker! 
but wore noli 
Aug. 8. Most 
curred in the’ 
Fernando vj 
two most rech 
elsewhere. * 


uncon- 


a stolen 
e of the 


early Saturday^ just hours before 
Ramirez’s arrest 
The bodies of two men who had 
been shot to death v/ere found in 
their home in the suburban San 
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Wakening Eyes 


. Continued from Page 1 

can’t sleep, and this gives them the 
opportunity to do something. 

“This gives us at least 200 more 
sets of eyes on the community 
during the time the suspect tends 
to strike.” 

Under the program—an exten¬ 
sion of the city’s Neighborhood 
Watch program, which covers an 
estimated 25% of the city’s 20,000 
households—residents take turns 
observing their immediate neigh¬ 
borhoods, poised to alert police to 
suspicious activity. 

» Santoro, the department’s com¬ 
munity relations officer, said he has 
not heard of any other city that has 
mobilized residents in the middle of 
the night He and another lieuten¬ 
ant formulated the idea after Police 
Chief Jon Elder asked for sugges¬ 
tions as to what else, beyond 
normal operations, the department 
might do to catch the Stalker, 
Santoro said. 

Although none of the Operation 
Night Watch volunteers has spot¬ 
ted the Night Stalker, the two- 
week-old program has begun to 
pay off in other ways. 

Increase Night Shift 


As part of the program, the 
department has more than tripled 
the number of officers on the 
overnight shift, and police response 
time has consequently been cut to 
an average of 45 seconds per call. 
Over the last two months, the 
number of residential burglaries 
has dropped by 30% to 35%, offi¬ 
cials said. 

And more suspects are being 
caught, Santoro said. On one recent 
night, for example, a homeowner 
reported a prowler in the backyard. 
The police responded quickly and 
caught three juveniles, who were 
booked for trespassing, prowling 
and resisting arrest. 

In addition to the extra officers, 
the Police Department has activat¬ 
ed its Radio Amateur Civil Emer¬ 
gency Service, a group of reserve 
officers who sit in marked cars and 
radio in suspicious activities and 
vehicles. 

Observers have been provided 
with composite drawings and a 
description of the Night Stalker, a 
white or Latino man, age 30 to 35, 
with brown curly hair, brown eyes, 
and about 6 feet tall, weighing 150 
pounds. He is noted for having 







Shares With Alstar 

Another observer. Evelyn Oda- 
chl. shares her two-hour shift with 
her Meter eo that each obeen— 
every other night 

-Even though 1 work all day. I 
don’t get too tired." said Odnrhl. 
who works tn an office downtown. 
•Tm doing it because it is Impor¬ 
tant. I hope someday one of us calls 
(the police) and they catch the 
right person. In this instance tt la 
worth it" 

Al a recent gathering. Kalhl 
Iacono. a uniformed police commu¬ 
nity service officer, told residents 
that the Police Dep a rtm e n t bed 
received several cells from home¬ 
owners reporting the p raaanos of 
uauswlpecttfe uN|Mnte#teaa. 
They tJ«s*l <*’>% n: *eo- 

nMBtnwnMSMd 4 afK 


*TbmAawtttS 

want tei'jw ^ **ivnr 


“But has«gift* rtr*-9r- wx* 
MighfixrfAY** wwstvo * tiftfstn 
“Whim fee * dm* are vili 
diabauy W«A." 

San tort* awA. “Qsrt wv.Vr* £Kpl» 

will bar** an * ymiiup* 

basis 'v.r^a aw: 'a«*.rVAsi aflft to 

be more willing to phone the polic* 
when they notice anything auspi- 


Man Shot by 
Stalker Gains 

A 29-year-old Mission Via* 
man. critically wounded Sunday m 
what la believed to be the most 
recent attack of the so-called Night 
Stalker, appeared to be improving 
Friday at an Orange County hoapi- 


A spokesman at Mission Commu¬ 
nity Hospital in Mission Vi*o aaid 
William Cams remains on the 
critical list but has been taken off a 
respirator and ia breathing on hie 
own. 

Carna reportadly was shot in the 
heed three times by an tntrudar 
wbo entered his bedroom and raped 
his 29-year-old fiancee. 

Meanwhile, the Los Angeles Po¬ 
lice Department on Friday contin¬ 
ued to decline requests for any 
information on two additional mur¬ 
der cases that the department says 
have been linked to the Stalker 
series- 
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Police downplay 
role of satanism 
in murder spree 


By Andy Furillo 
and Chris Woodyaid 

Hera ld staff writers __ 

a s criminal charges were 
being prepared for filing in 
the Night Stalker multiple mur¬ 
der case, officials yesterday 
downplayed the role of satanism 
as a possible motive behind the 16 
grisly slayings that terrorized 
California- 

Meanwhile, it was disclosed 
yesterday tfc-t the fingerprints of 
Richard Rar v rez, the suspect in 
the series o murders from the 
Bay Area to Orange County, were 
found in the home of the Night 
Stalker’s final murder victim in 
San Francisco. 

In Los Angeles, investigators 
continued their search for the 


gun Ramirez may have used, 
while a sheriff's team of criminol¬ 
ogists combed a car found Sun¬ 
day that the suspect is believed to 
have driven. 

As for the case’s satanic over¬ 
tones, one law • enforcement 
source close to the Night Stalker 
investigation said that symbols 
such as inverted pentagrams 
were discovered only "at a cou¬ 
ple" of locations In which Rami¬ 
rez allegedly shot, raped, 
sodomized and mutilated his vic¬ 
tims. 

"But they certainly weren t at 
all (locations)the source said. “I 
think you (the press) are going off 
on the wrong tangent” 

Another law enforcement 
source suggested that the Night 

Stalker/B-8. Col. 1 
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Stalker’s 

‘satanism’ 

Stalker/Continued from A-l 

Stalker committed the crimes sim¬ 
ply to satisfy his own demented 
seftse-df pleasure. 

“This guy liked what he was 
doing and wanted to do as much as 
possible,” this source said. 

This source also confirmed the 
discovery of satanic symbols at 
some homes that were invaded by 
the Night Stalker, but indicated 
that the pentagrams were left 
behind primarily as "a calling 
card.” 

“Look at Berkowitz,” this source 
said, referring to David Berkowitz, 
the so-called Son of Sam killer who 
claimed that demons who had 
possessed his neighbor’s dog prod¬ 
ded him into killing his six victims 
in the New York City area in 1977. 

“He was a (con) artist, too. He 
liked to make people think he was 
talking to a dog. But he copped out 
on that. You see a lot of stuff at a 
lot of these scenes.” 

As for the Night Stalker slayings, 
this source said that they were 
among the most brutal he has ever 
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A green 1976 Pontiac Grand Prix, believed to have been used by the Night Stalker, is inspected by police in East Los Angeles. 


- 

B eputy District Attorney Philip 
in, the prosecutor assigned to 
’'light Stalker case, said that the 
overtones of satanism have not 
been raised in discussions he has 
had with investigators who are 
working the case. 

“It's one of those exotic things,” 
Halpin said. “But it doesn’t take up 
a lot of our time. We’re more 
concerned with the hard facts.” 

Investigators worked around the 
clock yesterday and Sunday to put 
tho «SSSP! together for the first of 
tlie||§g||gjj cases that are expected 
to tpUgpIn Los Angeles Municipal 
Cotfff ifgtiiist the 25-year-old Rami¬ 
rez. 

■ “We’re under a legal obligation 
to arraign him in a timely manner,” 
Halpin said, referring to Ramirez’s 
constitutional right to have charges 
filed against him within two court 
days of his Saturday arrest or be set 
free. 

Ramirez’s arraignment, then, 
must take place before tomorrow, 
and Halpin said that thanks to the 


monumental effort on the part of 
the multiagency Night Stalker task 
force since the suspect’s arrest, he 
probably will be able to file at least 
one of the 16 homicide cases against 
Ramirez sometime today. 

“The bulk of this thing will have 
to come later,” Halpin said. “A lot of 
our scientific evidenced still com¬ 
ing in.” _" 

That evidence wilHaji-e the form 
of bullet comparisons, 
parisons and possib)g;s^ife-£^i- 
prints found at some pi 2&enmrd«r 
locations, Halpin said. ' 

Investigators yesterday contin¬ 
ued their search for a crucial piece 
of evidence in the case — a gun that 
Ramirez may have thrown away 
Saturday during his unsuccessful 
dash for freedom through East Los 
Angeles. 

A detective who walked through 
the yard of a home that fronts 
Esperanza Street on the East Side 
said authorities would probably be 
back again to take a closer look for 
the weapon, a small caliber hand¬ 
gun that investigators say is desper¬ 
ately needed to connect Ramirez to 
some of the slayings. 

Ramirez was seen running with 
a gun Saturday by Salvador Chavez 
on Siskiyou Street in the Hollen¬ 
beck area of East Los Angeles. 
Chavez said he saw Ramirez run 
north into an alley that runs 
parallel with Esperanza Street. 

The suspect was next spotted — 
without a gun, according to wit¬ 
nesses — running through a yard 


that includes three duplexes, in¬ 
cluding the one fronting on Esper¬ 
anza Street, where Johnny Morales’ 
large dog chased Ramirez. 

Residents of the East Side com¬ 
munity eventually captured Rami¬ 
rez and held him until sheriff’s 
deputies arrived. 

The Los Angeles County sheriff’s 
department forensic team spent 
most of yesterday morning examin¬ 
ing a green 1976 Pontiac Grand Prix 
believed to have been driven by 
Ramirez that was discovered Sun¬ 
day in Lincoln Heights. 

Results of the examination were 
not available by late last night. 
Investigators apparently were look¬ 
ing for fingerprints and possibly 
some traces of blood. 

The disclosure that Ramirez’s 
fingerprints were discovered in the 
home of the Night Stalker’s murder 
victim in San Francisco came in a 
press release issued yesterday by 
Chief J.D. Smith of the Lompoc 
Police Department. 

Smith said that an unidentified 
resident of the northern Santa 
Barbara County community helped 
provide San Francisco police with a 
positive identification of Ramirez. 
The tip allowed the Bay Area 
investigators to trace a fingerprint 
lifted from the suspected Night 
Stalker slaying in the Bay Area to 
the suspect. 

Smith said that the unidentified 
citizen contacted Lompoc police on 
Aug. 26 and said that members of 
her family who were in the San 


Francisco area five days earlier had 
learned that “an old family ac¬ 
quaintance named Rick” was in the 
Bay Area on Aug. 17, the day that 
Peter Pan, 66, the last of the Night 
Stalker’s murder victims, was slain. 

The Lompoc woman told police 
that “Rick’s” appearance matched 
the composite drawing of the Night 
Stalker that had been distributed 
throughout the state. Smith said. 

In addition, Smith said the 
woman told authorities her family 
members had obtained a bracelet 
from “Rick” that had been stolen in 
an Aug. 15 burglary in the Marina 
district of San Francisco — two 
days before the Pan homicide. 


sice forwarded the 
... the San Francisco 
'iient homicide inves- 
irmed the disclosure 
hot lead,” according to 


Lorn 
inform 
Police 
tigatorsl 
“a very 
Smith. 

A reinterview with the Lompoc 
informant by Sgt. Harry Heidt of 
the city’s police department turned 
up the names of some Bay Area 
residents who then provided San 
Francisco detectives with “Rick’s” 
complete name — Richard Ramirez. 

In Phoenix, police Sgt. Dean 
Benson said yesterday that LAPD 
detectives attempting to trace Ra¬ 
mirez's movements in the days 
before his capture have told him 
that the suspected Night Stalker 
was in the Arizona city just a few 
days before his arrest on Saturday. 

Herald staff writer Ruben Casta¬ 
neda contributed to this story. 










What’s inside 


Fair today and Tuesday except for late 
night and early morning low clouds. 
Highs today should be in the mid- to 
upper 80s and the lows in the mid-60s. 

—Full report, Page A-2 
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PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1985 


Relief and wariness 


Despite the capture, 
many still on guard 

By SELWYN EIBER 
Staff Writer 

Most local residents vowed Sunday to 
keep up their newly employed security 
measures even though a Night Stalker 
suspect has been captured, in part be¬ 
cause several fear someone might commit 
“copycat killings.’’ 

“Hopefully no one will get any ideas 
about copycat killings. I know this hap¬ 
pens," said Mark Aldrian of Monrovia. 


“There’s been kind of a paranoid feel¬ 
ing around the neighborhood since a lot 
of the newspaper coverage," he added, 
although now people are feeling 

Maureen Theiss of Arcadia, wjfetnf? 
continue to lock her door and 
and put a light on at night, saig^i^jt- 
apprehensive as to when the 
might happen.” 

After having recently watched a televi¬ 
sion program on serial murders, Theiss is 
convinced “it’ll happen again." 

But both Aldrian and Theiss, along with 
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Back page, this section ... relief at Stalker suspect’s capture 


Finally, a 
quiet day 
for police 


Ramirez 
kept in 
isolation 


In other developments re¬ 
garding the arrest of Ramirez: 

■ The suspect is in isolation in 
Los Angeles County central jail, 
and is “being kept away from 
: population for 


By SELWYN EIBER 

Staff Writer 

As the suspected Night StalkCjj 
er spent his second day in jaiSpi? 
local police departments sai5^ 
Sunday they were glad to retun? ^ 
to the normal routine. 


Grand Prix 
g&jlgjS Ramirez was 

ggfe&gSfeg^&£;fphcoln Heights 
Angeles. The 
sheriff’s*Uepartment has con- 


Before the Saturday morning firmed that the car allegedly 
arrest of Richard Ramirez, who was uscd b T Ramirez several 
is allegedly the Night Stalker, ,imes during assaults, Deputy 
local police departments had Rick Adams said. 


fielded a seeming endless string 


I Pasadena police confirmed 


/ of telephone calls from nervous that Ramirez was arrested by 
people offering information South Pasadena police in 1981 
about the serial murderer, and charged with petty theft 
Many of the 16 killings occurred ■ Symbols of devil worship 


i the San Gabriel Valley. 


were found in homes of Night 


Now the telephones are a lot Stalker victims, according to 
quieter news reports, and a former 

"Today it’s almost boring," classmate of Ramirez says the 
said a happy Lt. Howard Piland suspect was obsessed with sata- 
of the Arcadia Police Depart- me themes, 
ment. “It makes us feel very ■ The task force probmg the 

K ” He noted that there had killings will meet with Montcliar 
about 20 to 30 telephone P oUce Tuesday to determine if 
calls a shift concerning the ' he earl T Saturday slayings of 
Night Stalker. two men are connected to the 


Lt. Patrick Hardy of the Stalkercase. 

n .. « ■ Tho Fhariff'> 


Monrovia Police Department 


The sheriff’s deputy who 


said he received only a couple of Jested Ramirez downplayed 
*• - * .... his role and credited the citizens 


calls Sunday from people “who roie ana creaitea uie c 
just wanted to reassure them- who captured the suspect, 
selves” that the Stalker was Several citizens in East Los 
caught "They wanted to hear Please see STALKER, 

from someone in person.” Back page, this s 


Back page, this section 
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Stalker: Ramirez isolated 


Continued from 

Angeles chased, beat mi eak*-’ 
tured Ramirez and fc&S fclsj 
until police arrived. Raia&srs 
head was banda£Crf v?c*a he vas 
arrested, but Keayt'C of tfts 
sheriff’s depariqi^tl Otiawf? 
what kind of mtdiecl trehtne^f 
he received. 

Police have said Ramirez has 
a “lightweight” criminal back- 
round that includes the petty 
theft charge in South Pasadena. 
Pasadena police are aware of 
the arrest because the case was 
tried in Pasadena Superior 
Court, said Pasadena Cadet 
Robert Blume in the records 
department. 

Blume did not know any other 
details or if Ramirez was con¬ 
victed. 

A South Pasadena Police 
Department spokeswoman said 
no one was available Sunday to 
comment on the arrest. 

Ramirez reportedly has a 


■record of committing several 
sea-violent crimes in Los An- 
g$Jes and Alhambra. Neither 
county sheriff nor Alhambra 
spokesmen would comment on 

, Regarding news reports of the 
Stalker and devil worship, pen¬ 
tagrams, which are five-pointed 
stars associated with witchcraft 
and devil worship, reportedly 
were painted on some of the 
victims' walls. 

A baseball cap with the logo 
“AC-DC,” the name of a heavy 
metal rock group, was found in 
the Rosemead condominium 
where a 35-year-old woman was 
shot to death on March 17. 

To some people, AC-DC 
stands for “Anti-Christ, Devil’s 
Child.” 

A former classmate of Rami¬ 
rez, Ray Garcia, was quoted as 
saying that Ramirez was ob¬ 
sessed with satanic themes in 
AC-DC’s 1979 album, “Highway 


to Hell.” The album covers 
shows a band member dressed 
as the devil, while' another 
wears a pentagram-shaped 
pendant. 

Sheriff’s spokesman would 
not comment on any satanic link 
to the Stalker crimes. 

In the slayings in Montclair, 
an intruder entered the un¬ 
locked home between 4:30 a.m. 
and 7:30 a.m. and shot two men. 
The Night Stalker supposedly 
entered his victim’s homes 
through unlocked doors and 
windows. Ramirez was arrested 
at about 9 a.m. 

At a Los Angeles press confer¬ 
ence Sunday, the sheriff’s depu¬ 
ty who arrested Ramirez down¬ 
played his role. 

“I’m not a hero,” said Deputy 
Andres Ramirez, who is not re¬ 
lated to the suspect. "My work 
was already done. I just put the 
handcuffs on him. The citizens 
did the physical work.” 



Residents: Many remain wary 


Continued from Page A-l 

residents who live near homes 
where police believe the 
Stalker has struck, were smil¬ 
ing broadly after learning that 
authorities had arrested the 
chief suspect. 

The Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department on Sat¬ 
urday arrested 25-year-old 
Richard Ramirez, who spokes¬ 
man allege is the man respon¬ 
sible for killing 16 people 
during the past seven months 
Ramirez was captured by East 
Los Angeles residents who 
held him for police. 

“This is just one. You never 
know what's coming up next,’’ 
Sally Throop of Monrovia 
said. 

Throop said she has tried to 
make her home safer by 
"training the kids not to open 
the door” right away, but in¬ 
stead to “look out the window 
first.” Throop’s children will 
continue to do this, she said, 
because “it’s a good lesson for 
them just to be aware.” 

“I think it’s great that he’s 
been caught,” Sue Momjian of 
Arcadia said. “It’s a great re¬ 
lief for everyone around 
here." 

Like several residents inter¬ 


viewed, Momjian said "my 
electric bill's gone up a lot" 
because she’s been using her 
air conditioning often and 
keeping her windows shut. 
The Stalker entered homes 
through open door? ej win¬ 
dows. 

Since the Stalker 5iS* 
k i ll i n g spree, inclutLciTJCvs?. 
al attacks in the Sa. Gkl-risl 
Valley, Momjian said, "I don’t 
let my daughter outside with¬ 
out me.” 

However, despite her fear, 
Momjian said she refused to 
buy a gun. "I won’t have a 
loaded gun in the house with a 
5-year-old,” she said. 

Regarding the fate of Rami¬ 
rez, several residents said he 
should be sentenced to die in 
the state’s gas chamber if he 
is found guilty of the mur¬ 
ders. 

“Put the s.c.b. in the gas 
chamber if they can prove 
that he’s the one,” said Pat 
Kyle of Arcadia. "There’s no 
sense feeding him for years.” 

"I hope they give him the 
death penalty quick if they 
can prove it was him,” said 
Phil Loungway of Monrovia, 
“There are more sickos out 
there,” and the serial killer 
might “spur somebody else to 


start.” 

Added Loungway, "I wish I 
could have been the one who 
got him." He noted that he’s 
been “watching around the 
neighborhood to make sure 
nobody’s around here who’s 
not supposed to be.” 

One Monrovia resident, 
who asked not to be identi¬ 
fied, said Ramirez's arrest is 
“a little bit of a relief. But it's 
a pessimistic belief.” 

“He's caught, but what's 
going to happen to him!” lt)e 
man said. , , ' ” 

“We have a deaGf penalty' 
in the state of CaUfesaia^faft 
the man said it is possible SWt 
a convicted Stalker may only 
be given jail time, leaving 
open the possibility of parole. 

Reflecting on the fact that 
she put locks on her doors and 
windows after hearing about 
the area murders, Theiss said, 
"It’s a sad commentary on the 
way society is.” 

She recalled growing up 15 
years ago and being in a house 
where her mother always left 
the doors unlocked. Now, 
Theiss said, her mother "has 
the most elaborate alarm and 
lock system." 


PAT KYLE 

... give him gas chamber 


PHIL LOUNGWAY 

... 1 sickos out there' 
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evidence 9 for 
more counts 


obbing and weaving to 
Jr < avoid a battery of cam- 
O ) " a s. Richard Ramirez 
L ——' was formally charged 
with murder and seven other 
crimes yesterday in his first court 
IPPearance as the suspected Night 

And, according to District Attor¬ 
ney Ira Reiner, those charges prob¬ 
ably will not be the last filed against 
the 25-year-oid drifter in an investi¬ 
gation focusing on 14 slayings and 
at least 28 other attacks. 

■A mountain of evidence" will 
be analyzed for other murder 
charges, Reiner said. 

Ramirez was arraigned for the 
May 14 murder of Monterey Park 
resident William Doi and seven 
other counts, including the attack 
on Doi 8 wife. He also was charged 
with the May 9 burglary-robbery of 
a woman identified only as Clara 
Hadsell of Monrovia. 

"There are a number of homi¬ 
cides, attempted homicides, sexual 
assaults, burglaries and robberies 
that are under investigation," Rei¬ 
ner said at a news conference 
before Ramirez's arraignment. 

"We have sufficient evidence to I 
convince us that the majority of 
these crimes were, In fact, commit¬ 
ted by the same person. However, I 
would caution you that not all of 
these cases are necessarily attribut- > 
able to the same r 


.-KIV, 


r •> > w 

head durins arraign,-pint 


Flanked by court-appointed attorneys, Wight Stalker suspect R i Sd femirei 


--person." 

Reiner said that additional 
charges will be filed against Rami¬ 


rez within the next two weeks 
"assuming the evidence warrants." 
J Ramirez said only three words 


during the brief arraignment as 
Deputy District Attorney P. Philip 
Halpin read the charges. 


Yes, the suspect answered 
when Halpin asked him if Richard 
Ramirez is his true name. Ramirez 
also replied "yes" two more times, 
when asked if he agreed; lawith- 
hold entering his pits waive 
his right to a preU«a*» Spring 

Stalker/A-l 1. Col. 3 
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More charges expected was filed against Ramirez in con- 

C7 XT nection with the Aug. 17 slaying ofi 

to be filed against Ramirez a^^oTinthTatui^mfre 

O also was charged with attemptec 

murder, burglary and two counts o 

Stalker/Continued from A-1 investigators discovered the stolen robbery, said San Francisco district 

items. attorney’s office spokeswoman 

within 10 days. At his arraignment yesterday, Jean Black. 

His next court date was set for Ramirez also was charged with two San Francisco authorities set 
Sept. 9. Ramirez is being held counts of burglary, two counts of Ramirez's bail at $10 million, 
without bail. robbery and single counts of rape, The Orange County district at- 

In addition to the Los Angeles sodomy and oral copulation. torney's office said its charges 
County charges, the San Francisco The murder and sexual assault against Ramirez probably will be 
district attorney’s office announced charges and single counts each of filed ear i y next week The charges 
yesterday that murder charges and robbery and burglary were in filed in connection with the Aug. 25 
four other criminal counts have connection with the May 14 attack shooting of William Cams, 29. and 

knn« ti lr,A onoinc* him cfnmroinrt.« —V. lIFillinn. T illio .. ° ..... ... - ’ 


been filed against him, stemn®gt,$)fcthe home of William and Lillie the rape of his fiancee likely will 
from an Aug. 17 attack in the in Monterey Park, Reiner said, include invididual counts of bur- 

Area. 65, was shot and killed and g | ar y, rape and attempted murder, 

Authorities have said thatg^^v; wife was assaulted. Ramirez also said James Enright, the county's 
many as 16 murders have bbJfi'^JfJggedly robbed the couple of their chief deputy district attorneyi^t.^ 
linked to the Night Stalker. Sher- jewelry during the attack. added that "we want to makeSt#: 

iff’s Sgt. Frank Salerno, the head of Murder during the course of we do nothing that would integer 
a task force investigating the Night robbery comprises a "special cir- w j t h Los Angeles' case." CarnfeS&s 
Stalker attacks, which he said cumstances" allegation that could seriously wounded in the shooting" 
began in early February, said at result in the death penalty for Also yesterday: 

Reiner's news conference that his Ramirez if he is convicted. . .. . . ... ,. 

agency is only looking at 14 homi- Haipin said prosecutors would c .-,n,. e . S i at t° rS „ 

cides. Two other murders may be decide whether to pursue the death ® t3lker _, task fo f ce traveled t0 El 

linked, but are not yet considf '" " - ' . Paan Tpva ' u,Wo Ramiro ’ wa ' 

Stalker cases, police have said. 


suspect's preliminary hearing, as- n l n 0 n c °Z‘‘,, Pa 'r 

Reiner did not say exactly how surning he is held over for trial. i°T a ™"„ 

many charges would be filed Additional robbery and burglary sheriff s spokesman Deputy Joe 
against the suspect. charges were filed in connection oarza saia - 

"I don't think it would be condu- with the May 9 break-in at the ■ Investigators also denied pub- 
cive to the investigation... at this Monrovia residence of Clara Had- lished reports that a weapon be- 
time to nail down the,^%ci num- sell, 85. Cash and jewelry were lieved used by the Night Stalker 
ber" of cases that eod5§jrgS‘ the taken from her home. The elderly had been recovered. "No gun has 
Night Stalker probe, SjjsggRfaid. woman was not physically as- been found," said one investigator 
In another development sister- saulted. close to the case. "We're trying to 

day, Los Angeles CoSff^'fefcriff Deputy Public Defender David locate one.” 

Sherman Block said that “signifi- Meyer represented Ramirez yester- ■ Officials have appealed to the 
cant amounts” of property alleg- day. He said he had spoken to public for help in finding a small- 
edly stolen by the Night Stalker Ramirez before the arraignment, caliber handgun witnesses saw Ra- 
from the homes of his victims have but he refused to characterize the mirez carrying during Saturday's 
been recovered. suspect's mood. chase. 

While refusing to identify the Reiner, like other law enforce- _. . .. .. .. 

property. Block, who spoke to ment sources, also downplayed the ?nf 0 ™ationthat Ramfrez 

reporters during a ceremony hon- significance of satanism as a possi- [« c «^oned his brother who IWes hi 
oring the East Los Angeles resi- ble motive behind the Night Stalker P Kn arS wmeUme laS 
dents who captured Ramirez murders. “V Ram eTs brother 

during a chase last Saturday, said "In my discussions with invest!- f 0l d nolic^aboufthe call Saturday 
that some of the items have been eators. I haven't found anvbodv told police about tne call saiuraay. 











leather?- Slightly warmer 

Variable clouds but mostly sunny to- 
% Slightly warmer, with highs 68 to 75 
lows 58 to 63. Clear tonight and 
mday, but with some tog and low clouds 
early Friday morning. 

—Full report, PageA-2 
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84 killing linked to Ramire 












Woman had 
throat cut, 
police say 

By BRANDON BAILEY 
Staff Writer 

Richard Ramirez, the alleged 
Night Stalker, left his finger¬ 
prints at the scene of a slaying 
last year in which a 79-year-old 
woman’s throat was stashed., .in 
her Glassell Park hom^„^M^ 
announced Wednesday. 'Z : 

Police in Los Angele&i^^jS ^;.'% 
Francisco also said % 

checking evidence 
solved murders dating; 

1981, the year South Pasadena 
police reported the first known, 
arrest of Ramirez in this state. 

Ramirez, a 25-year-old tran¬ 
sient, was arraigned in a Los 
Angeles courtroom Tuesday on 
charges stemming from a Mon¬ 
rovia burglary and a Monterey 
Park murder — one in the series 
of 14 killings since March that 
authorities blamed on the Night 
Stalker. Authorities said other 
charges may follow. 

No charges have been filed in 
the 1984 case, which remained 
unsolved until this week, Los 
Angeles Police Chief Daryl 
Gates said at a news conference. 

In related developments 
Wednesday: 

B Cates said Ramirez was 
stopped by Los Angeles police 
twice this summer — avoiding 
arrest both times—- as authori¬ 
ties conducted an intensive 
search for the Night Stalker 
suspect. 

■ San Francisco police are 
looking closely at three murders 
that occurred earlier this year, 
which seem to resemble other 
Night Stalker killings, homicide 
Inspector Carl Klotz said. 

■ Ramirez has denied killing 

Please see STALKER*,, : 

Page A-^/T 1 









STAR-NEWS. THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 5. I96S— A-5 


Stalker 


Continued from Page A-l 


he weather Ramirez for driving a motorcjti)}' J*5tjtw4 a when asked if Ramirez could be linked to 
some more license. Gates said. ¥ „ . other killings since last summer. 

Although the composite-wjS* "But you simply don't commit murder, 

lated by that time, the offi^t; jSfttgly jgjln‘jg and then (have) a very long period where 
recognize Ramirez. Gates said./T-fiat/yreB. you lie dormant and then engage in a series 
regrettable, the chief said. "Itai 4'den 1 !., (of killings). I don’t think that's very likely." 
think vou can criticize the-ofBper; 1 ' •'-}•- Authorities in San Francisco are also 
comments came after E-e an* looking at unsolved murders from the past 
' ' ' four years, inspector Klotz said. 

The Feb. 20 stabbing deaths of two sisters 
who lived together and the June 2 shooting 
was death of a young man whose girlfriend was 
assaulted bear strong resemblance to the 
Night Stalker cases, Klotz said. 

In both cases, an intruder entered the 
victims’ homes through an unlocked door or 
window. The young man was shot in the 
head with a small-caliber gun. 

Cases previously linked to the Night 
Stalker include the beating and stabbing 
deaths of several women. In seven other 
cases, police say the Stalker attacked cou¬ 
ples by shooting a sleeping man with a 
small-caliber gun and then assaulting the 
man's wife or girlfriend. 

Authorities have named Ramirez in an 
arrest warrant issued for the Aug. 17 shoot¬ 
ing death of Peter Pan and assault on Pan's 
wife in their San Francisco home. 

— - - - Documents filed in connection with the 

served a young man lifting a wallet from a warrant state that a five-pointed star, often 
customer's purse. _ associated with devil-worship, was found in 

was Pan's home. One source said Ramirez had a 

.... similar symbol tattooed on his arm, but 

because he was hungry. authorities are downplaying speculation 

Court records show Ramirez pleaded no that the Night Stalker killings were motivat- 
contest to a petty theft charge stemming ed by satanism. 


Ramirez may have dropped another gun think you can criticize the officer;' : 

Saturday as he ran from angry residents in Gates' i 
E^t Los Angeles. nounced detectives Tuesday matched Rami- 

Severai undisclosed items were found rez’s fingerprints to prints taken from a 
Wednesday by sheriff's cadets who ground-floor apartment in Glassell Park, 
searched the area- where Ramirez was where the body of Jennie Vincow. 79. 
Chased and caught Saturday morning, said discovered by her son on June 28,1984. 
Deputy Richard Shaw. , Vincow's throat was slashed and she had 

Gates, meanwhile, said his department other knife wounds. The fingerprint "places 
was in error last week when it announced Ramirez at the scene,” Gates said, 
the Night Stalker was responsible for 17 Fingerprints helped link Ramirez to the 
murders. Not including the 1984 slaying, Monrovia burglary, according to police. But 
the list of killings linked by detectives authorities declined comment on a report 
stands at 14. as reported by Los Angeles that the gun seized in Tijuana helped con- 
Sheriff Sherman Block, Gates said. nect Ramirez to the murder of Monterey 

While confirming reports that Los An- Park resident William Doi. 
geles police stopped Ramirez twice without Now that authorities have Ramirez's 
arresting him this summer, Gates defended prints and other evidence, detectives are 
the officers involved. searching through unsolved cases dating 

Ramirez was stopped on June 15 by a back to 1981, when the El Paso, Texas, na- 
motorcycle officer who thought Ramirez tive was first arrested in California, 
was driving a stolen car that had been de- Ramirez was arrested on April 16, 1981, 
scribed in a police radio broadcast. "The in South Pasadena, after a security guard at 
motor officer recognized that he had the Ralph’s Market on Garfield Avenue ob- 

suspect in custody, but the suspect ran,” ' . 

Gates said. 

The incident occurred before a composite Police reported that Ramirez said he 
sketch of the Night Stalker suspect had living in a friend's car and took the wallet 
been prepared. " 

The Daily News in Van Nuys reported 
that a dentist's appointment card was found 
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Night Stalker 
Suspect Tied 
to ’84 Killing 

Fingerprint on Screen 
Where Glassell Park 
Woman, 79, Was Slain 


By DAVID FREED, 

Times Staff Writer 

Night Stalker suspect Richard 
Ramirez has been linked through a 
fingerprint to the June, 1984, slay¬ 
ing of a 79-y_ear.-pld woman in 
Glassell Park^^&'-£iigeles Police 
Chief Daryl Bi'iSis&said Wednes¬ 
day. The mxu8?iis$i$$ earliest yet 
attributed to uitfacctiSed killer. 

"We have discovered that he is 
potentially responsible for the 
murder of Jennie Vincow," Gates 
told a news conference. "We have 
identified Richard Ramirez’s fin¬ 
gerprint from a screen. He appar¬ 
ently entered through an, open 
window. . . >”• GStgs? tJSHCJOsure 
came as authtffia^fet ljaf Aiaeles 
and San Francisdc;. were framing 
dozens of uns^^d.5idyings to see 
if any can be the 

Night Stalker;£USpj#t th wfiom 15 
homicides haVe haw 


ed. 

Fil4-$ '&?. 1981 Checked 

Ga-'i" his detectives are 
checking crime files “as far back as 
1981," when local law enforcement 
officers initially encountered Ra¬ 
mirez. 

Ramirez is believed to have first 
arrived in California in 1981, when 
he was arrested by Pasadena police 
on a petty theft charge. 

The 25-year-old drifter from El 
Paso subsequently compiled a siza¬ 
ble arrest record in the Los Angel¬ 
es area involving mostly vehicle 
and drug-related violations, au¬ 
thorities have indicated. 

“We’ve been looking at a wide 
variety of crimes that might fit his 
trademarks,"Gates Said. One of the 
cases under scrutiny was the one 
revealed Wednesday, the throat¬ 
slashing death of Vincow. 

Shooting in Rosemead 

Police earlier speculated that the 
first Stalker killing occurred March 
17, when 34-year-old Dayle Oka¬ 
zaki was shot • to death in her 
Rosemead condominium. 

In San Francisco, detectives 
Wednesday began combing 
through files on each of more than 
60 unsolved murders dating to 
early 1983, said LL George Kowal¬ 
ski, head of the San Francisco 
Police Department's Homicide Di¬ 
vision. 

"We feel Mr. Ramirez may have 
been in San Francisco (for visits) 
at least beginning in early 1983," 
Kowalski said. 

Seeking to pinpoint the dates of 
Ramirez’s visits, police were also 
checking welfare rolls in San Fran¬ 
cisco. Kowalski said that Ramirez 
applied for welfare in California, 
Please see RAMIREZ, Page 3 








































Continued from Page 1 

but it is not known if he received payments. 

Meanwhile, Gates disclosed that Los Angeles 
officers had stopped Ramirez at least twice in 
the months before his arrest Saturday in East 
Los Angeles. 

Gates said the first stop was made by a 
motorcycle officer in the department’s North¬ 
east Division on June 15. The officer pulled 
Ramirez over on suspicion of driving a stolen 
car. Ramirez fled on foot and avoided capture. 

The second incident occurred Aug. 26 when 
Central Division officers stopped Ramirez on a 
motorcycle for a minor violation, cited him and 
let him go. 

The August incident came one day after an 
attack on a Mission Viejo couple that has been 
linked to the Night Stalker and weeks after a 
composite drawing of the Stalker suspect had 
been widely circulated. 

“In the first (stop) he ran,” Gates said of the 
June incident. "In the second (stop) there was 
no recognition on the part of the officers. They 
simply wrote him up on a traffic violation. 

'Difficult to Fault Officers’ 

“It’s difficult to fault the officers," Gates said, 
adding that the Stalker composite produced by 
the Police Department was not particularly 
accurate. 

Ramirez was arraigned Tuesday in Los An¬ 
geles Municipal Court on a single murder count 
and seven other charges stemming from two 
late-night assaults in early May in the San 
Gabriel Valley. He is being held in a maxi¬ 
mum-security section of the Los Angeles Coun¬ 
ty Central Jail. 

He also is charged with one murder in San 
Francisco, that of accountant Peter Pan, 66, who 
was shot through the head on Aug. 17. Pan’s 
wife, Barbara, remains in critical condition with 
a gunshot wound in the head. 

Besides the Pan killing and the 13 other 
slayings already attributed to Ramirez, detec¬ 
tives are holding him “potentially responsible” 


for the Vincow slaying. Gates said Wednesday. 

Her body was found by her son, who lived 
above her ground-floor apartment at 3330 
Chapman St., just south of Glendale’s Forest 
Lawn Memorial Park. Her throat had been, 
slashed, and she had been stabbed repeatedly. 

Her attacker had apparently removed a mesh 
screen and slipped in through an open window, 
Gates said. 

Police investigating the murder scene discov¬ 
ered a single fingerprint on the screen but were 
unable to immediately determine the identity of 
the assailant. Gates said investigators were 
hampered by the Police Department’s lack of a 
computerized, "single fingerprint system” 
through which partial or single prints can be 
quickly identified. 

Only after Ramirez's arrest and the obtaining 
of a full set of prints from him were investigators 
able to manually match his prints with the one 
found on Vincow’s window screen. 

In San Francisco, police said they are closely 
studying at least four homicides that fit the 
Stalker's general pattern—the slayings were 
committed late at night by an attacker who 
( entered through an open window or door. 

On Feb. 21, police discovered the mutilated 
bodies of Christina Caldwell, 58, and her sister, 

. Mary, 70. They were stabbed dozens of times. 

A coroner’s report said a window of their 
ransacked flat was left open. Bloody finger¬ 
prints, palm prints and shoe prints were left 
behind, although Kowalski said most of the 
prints turned out to be those of neighbors. 

Another slaying being checked is that of 
Masataka Kobayashi, 45, part owner and chef of 
Masa's, a fashionable restaurant on Nob Hill, 
Kowalski said. 

The fourth killing involved Edward F. Wild- 
gans, 29, who was shot June 2 through the right 
temple by a late-night intruder. He died two 
days later. His girlfriend fought off the attacker. 

Wildgans was killed by a small-caliber, 


copper-jacketed bullet, the coroner’s report said. 
Several other Night Stalker victims were shot 
with small-caliber weapons, according to au-' 
thorities. 

Los Angeles police confirmed Wednesday 
that they have recovered a pistol believed used 
by Ramirez in at least one slaying. The 
.22-caliber weapon was discovered in Tijuana, 
but detectives would not disclose how it was 
found. 

However, officials from the three major police 
agencies in the Mexican border town said that no 
one from their agencies had recovered a pistol 
thought to belong to Ramirez, nor had they 
turned any weapons over to Los Angeles 
investigators. 

Meanwhile, police continued to search for 
another gun that they believe Ramirez had and 
dropped while being pursued Saturday. 

Area Combed for Pistol 

About 40 Los Angeles County sheriff's cadets 
using metal detectors combed the area around 
8th and Mott streets in Boyle Heights on 
Wednesday for the small pistol but found no 
trace of it, said Deputy Lynda Edmonds, a 
sheriff’s spokeswoman. 

Several miles away, another 20 cadets con¬ 
ducted a similar search of 200 square yards 
bordering the York Avenue on-ramp to the 
northbound Glendale Freeway in the Glassell 
Park area, apparently searching for evidence 
relating to the Night Stalker murders or related 
assaults. 

The cadets recovered six "articles" of interest 
to investigators, who would not indicate the 
nature of the discoveries. 

In another development Wednesday, Orange' 
County prosecutors did an about-face and 
decided to wait, perhaps for several weeks, 
before filing their own charges against Ramirez. 

The accused Night Stalker is suspected of 
shooting a 29-year-old man in the head and 
raping his fiancee on Aug. 25 in Mission Viejo. 

Please see RAMIREZ, Page 23 




Sheriffs cadets searching along Beswick Street in Boyle Heights for the handgun believed dropped by the 
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RAMIREZ: Fingerprint Traced 


Continued from Page 3 

The shooting victim, Bill Carns, 
remains in serious but stable condi¬ 
tion in Mission Community Hospi¬ 
tal. 

Orange County Chief Deputy 
Dist. Atty. James Enright had said 
that his office expected to file 
charges against Ramirez on 
Wednesday. But Wednesday 
morning, the chief deputy changed 
his position and said Orange Coun¬ 
ty Sheriff’s Department investiga¬ 
tors will not be ready to present 
their case to the district attorney’s 
office for two weeks, mainly be¬ 
cause they are awaiting results of 
scientific tests. 

Meanwhile, Los Angeles County 
Public Defender -Wilbur F. Little¬ 
field named Deputy Public Defend- 
[ er Allen R. Adashek, 42, a 16-year 


veteran of the office, to represent 
Ramirez in the Los Angeles case. 

The deputy public defender said 
he talked with Ramirez for about 
an hour Wednesday afternoon at 
the Los Angeles County Jail but 
declined to describe the meeting or 
Ramirez’s state o£Mmt 

Ramirez has yst entered 
pleas to the eight felony counts 
filed against him in Los Angeles on 
Tuesday. 

Times staff writers Bob Baker, 
Leonard Greenwood, Carol 
McGraw, Victor Merina, Michael 
Seiler and Robert W. Stewart in 
Los Angeles, Jerry Hicks in 
Orange County, H. G. Reza in San 
Diego and Dan 

Francisco contrfsur^' '*■ 

story- 
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Stalker: 2 


more 


tied to kilff| |j 

Continued from Page .lllij) 

is responsible for 17 homicides. If j 
That figure includes Sunday's W ' 
attack on a Mission Viejo man, | 
29-year-old William Cams, who / 
was shot in the head but is still ■ 1 - ' 
clinging to life in the intensive ■[) 
care unit of Mission Community „ 5 
Hospital. Los Angeles Police ... i ■] 
Cads? WtUiarn Booth said. •*, : > 
fat Ancles Sheriff Sherman m ’’ 
Block is^t *,veek released a list of "j 
14, klSinilc linked to the Night * 
Stalker. Booth and other offi- I j 
cials declined to give any infor- r ; 
mation about the two killings A I 
now added to the list. llXf|) 

The two cases occurred in Los ' 9|| 
Angeles County, outside the city JlJ 
of Los Angeles, police sources ajj 
said. They were added after 3 j|i 
police decided the Night Stalker Jj! 
has been operating since Feb- idU' 
ruary, Booth said. 

Investigators previously be- Pr 
lieved the first Night Stalker 31 
killing was the March 17 shoot- j| 

’i)lg death of a 35-year-old ’ 
woman, Dayle Okazaki, in her | 
Rosemead condominium. 

Ten of the Night Stalker's i: 
victims were killed in the San ill, 
Gabriel Valley. Two more were s 
slain in Glendale. One was killed f. 
in the Los Angeles community 9 
of Sun Valley and another was j 
shot to death in San Francisco. || 

In addition, police suspect the 
killer is responsible for shoot¬ 
ings. kidnappings, rapes and 
sexual assaults on children in- 
the San Gabriel and San Fernan- • 
do valleys. 

The orange Toyota station t; 
wagon linked to Sunday's attack 
in Mission Viejo was reported , 
stolen Saturday and then was 
found this week in Los Angeles. ij 
Contrary to early news re- j{ 
ports, the abandoned car was [l 
first observed in a Los Angeles J 
parking lot Monday morning, ] 
although Los Angeles police 
weren't notified until Tuesday. , 
Authorities then decided to 
"stake out" the car in hopes of If, 
catchinp the killer. On.Wednes-L 



/ 

/ 



r 




• i day rooroing; police announced I 
that &S car had been found. J 
The owner of a Los Angeles 
health food store said he first 
saw the car in his parking lot 
and recorded its license plate I 
v number about 7 a.m. Monday. "I I 
saw, it without knowing' ’ that the P 
car was wanted by police, said 5 
Jon Quinn, owner of Foods for" 
Fitness. 3477 W. Sixth Street. 

"I jot down the license num¬ 
bers of all the vehicles that are 
illegally parked in our parking 
lot," Quinn said. After authori¬ 
ties asked for public assistance' 
n locating the car, a customer 
'ecognteed the Toyota and noti- 
‘I 1 led police. 

"The armada showed up,” 

; uinn said, describing how po- 
ce cars and helicopters sur-, 
ounded the area on Tuesday. 
Vhen it was learned the car was 
‘ mpty, "they pulled back imme- 
ately and just left a few indi¬ 
duals for a slake out," said 
uinn, who was told by police to 
ay away from the car. 

Police finally decided to take 
he car away on Wednesday, 
(uinn said he thinks the killer 
is nowhere around this area. 
My opinion is he probably 
walked down on Wilshire Boule¬ 
vard and got on a bus." 

Orange County sheriff's inves¬ 
tigators, meanwhile, declined to 
say whether they found any 
evidence in the car, other than 
the fingerprints. The prints 
don't belong to the car’s current 
owner, who bought the car a few 
, weeks ago, but investigators 
hadn't yet checked other recent 
j owners, said Larry Ragle, direc- 
; tor of forensic science at the 
Orange County Sheriff-Coro- 
j\ ner.'s office. 

“We've started the process of 
going through criminal records" 
and comparing fingerprints. 
Ragle aid. 

Police also reported a woman 
| was slain in the city of Orange 
; : Thursday morning, but investi¬ 
gators with the Los Angeles 
j':j Sheriff’s Department task force 
concluded the killing was not 
the work of the Night Stalker. 

.. 
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2 Added to Victim List; It’s 16 Now 


STALKER: 

Continued from Page 1 
Avenue in the Rampart District of 
Los Angeles. 

J. Larry Ragel, commander of 
the Orange County Sheriff's De¬ 
partment’s Forensic Science Ser¬ 
vices Division, said criminalists on 
Thursday found "good” prints on 
the. car using a laser examining 
device and other state-of-the-art 
methods. The prints apparently do 
not match those of the car’s owner. 

Ragel said the Orange County 
sheriff’s fingerprint computer, 
which holds fingerprint sets for 
13,000 people, printed out 100 sets 
that bear similarities to those lifted 
from the car. Ragel declined to 
indicate whether any of the com¬ 
puter-filed fingerprints matched 
the ones discovered Thursday. 

• He said the lifted prints also 
would be sent to the state Depart¬ 
ment of Justice, which has more 
than 1 million sets of fingerprints 
on file. 

Authorities late Tuesday had 


requested the public’s help in find¬ 
ing the Toyota station wagon, 
which had been stolen Saturday 
night in Chinatown. On Wednesday 
morning, Los Angeles police re¬ 
ported that the stolen car had been 
located at about 7 a.m. that day. 

What police did not say was that 
they actually were notified of the 
car’s location Tuesday morning by 
a telephone tip and that detectives ’ 
watched the car from hidden posi-. 
tions throughout the day and night 
without success to see if the person 
who stole it might return. 

Police spokesman Cmdr. William 
Booth insisted Thursday that au¬ 
thorities were not attempting to 
deceive the public—even though 
the request for help in finding the 
car went out 12 hours after police 
found it. 

“There’s no time discrepancy,” 
Booth insisted. “We did seize that 
car at about 7 a.m. We will not 
discuss any other activity of the 


seizure . . . because (it) may be 
suggestive of tactics we may use in 
thefuture.” 

Jon Quinn Jr., who runs a health 
food store in Chapman Park, a 
small shopping center at 6th and 
Alexandria, where the car was 
found, said he first noticed it in the 
parking lot when he came to work 
Monday morning. 

License Plates Noted 

Quinn said he regularly takes 
down the license plates of all cars 
in the lot because of illegal parking 
problems and because stolen cars 
have been dropped off there before. 
On Tuesday morning, the Toyota 
was still parked there, he said, and 
a neighbor notified police. About 20 
officers arrived around 11 a.m. by 
car and helicopter. 

"They decided they didn’t want 
to cordon off the area and called 
their men off,” Quinn said. “Then 
they left four plainclothesmen to 
stake it out.” 

Quinn said he went about his 
business as usual, selling vitamins 
and produce, stocking his shelves. 

“Actually, I felt safer than ever, 


because the neighborhood had ali 
that protection,” he said. 

He said he had not seen anyone 
resembling the Stalker in the 
neighborhood. 

In another development, police 
said there is no evidence indicating 
that Thursday’s early morning 
slaying of an unidentified woman in 
the City of Orange was related to 
the string of Stalker assaults. 

Although homicide investigators 
would not be specific about what 
evidence may rule out a connection 
to the serial killer, one said, "the 
crime scene, overall,” in Orange 
eliminates any connection. 

Police Lt. Mike Leintz said that 
at about 5 a.m., a woman in the 
northeast area of the Orange Coun¬ 
ty city called police and reported 
that "she heard a screaming female 
knocking on her door." After tele¬ 
phoning police, the woman an¬ 
swered the door and found the 
woman's nude body in a flower bed, 
Leintz said. 

Staff Writers Mark Landsbaum 
and David Palermo in Orange 
County contributed to this article. 
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By BRANDON BAILEY 
Staff Writer 

Two Los Angeles County residents mur¬ 
dered earlier this year were added Thursday 
to the list of victims slain by the Night Stalk¬ 
er, as authorities released more information 
and expanded their manhunt for the serial 
killer. 

Law enforcement officials declined to 
identify the two people killed and provided 
little information about their deaths. 

Orange County investigators, meanwhile, 
announced the discovery of unidentified fin- 

* gerpriEtiin an orange Toyota that has been 

, linked Sunday £ attack on a couple in Mis¬ 
sion, \£ojo. v . 

* * 4in£fty#Jnt discovery was termed “sig- 

' 2 sonfc^. close to the investiga¬ 

te^ trut further t atejjs were unavailable. 

«t,#ne litformaitea ibout the killer’s habits 
■ W« bfteSv&ynefL as the Night Stalker in- 

* ve^igata«nwx>ntintieAthis week. 

4 Staved to be Anglo or light- 

skJmepHisganic, says very little to his vic- 
ttem«:atf ap'^-erCs.has no discernible ac¬ 
cent, police sai(g^r|: 

n After ente«|£^S home through an unse¬ 
cured door or WmSg] the killer “immediate¬ 
ly shoots any adult males in the residence 
and then attacks the female occupants,” 
according to a police bulletin. 

B While investigators believe the killer has 
used a variety of stolen cars to travel in the 
state, police said he may favor small, import¬ 
ed station wagons. He is believed to use a .22- 
caliber revolver and .25-caliber automatic 
pistol. 

Some of the information is included in a 
circular that will be sent to gas stations and 
retail outlets around the state, the Los An¬ 
geles Police Department announced Thurs¬ 
day. The circular also includes composite 
sketches and a description of the man be¬ 
lieved responsible for 16 killings and numer¬ 
ous other assaults. 

The police bulletin says the Night Stalker 
/ 

't.l 2d Please see STALKER, 
5] N ® Page A-9 









STAR-NEWS, FRIDAY, AUGUST 30,198! 


Heavy metal’s connection to deadly Night Stalker cited 


By PETER DAY 

Special Correspondent 

A navy blue baseball cap with the 
silver lightning bolt logo of the heavy 
metal rock group “AC/DC" embla¬ 
zoned on its front, which was found at 
the scene of a murder linked to the ' 
Night Stalker, has heated up a contin¬ 
uing controversy of rock music’s po¬ 
tential affect on its listeners. 

Could AC/DC and heavy metal 
music, a loud, brash form of rock 
music especially popular with youn¬ 


ger record buyers, have played a role 
in .the killer's gruesome rampage of 
murder, rape and kidnapping? 

"That's absurd,” said Ben Brooks, 
vice president of promotion af DGCf y 
Record Promotion in Hollywood. 
"AC/DC has never been associated 
with Satanic imagery,” he stated flat¬ 
ly- 

Brooks said AC/DC Was popular 
long before newer heavy metal 
groups capitalized on satanic images. 
He cited DIO and Judas Priest as 


examples of groups whose commer¬ 
cial success relies on colorfully ex-- 
ploiting images such as leather and 
chains. 

Young people who listen to heavy 
metal music are "all-American kids 
sic because they 
aid. Their enjoy- 
"doesn't mean 

people, notably 
dors, feel heavy 
iges could be a 



factor in people’s behavior. 

"We have seen cases where kids’ 
over-involvement with this music has • 
become a focal point for severe fami¬ 
ly conflict," said Dr. Don Lomas, di¬ 
rector of the Back In Control pro¬ 
gram, a parent education program at 
the Pasadena Guidance Clinic. “We 
have been concerned about kids who 
become overly involved with the 
symbolism of this type of music." 

Lomas did not make a blanket 
condemnation of all heavy metal 


music. “No way are we saying this 
music is bad or drives people crazy," 
he said. 

Some opponents of AC/DC say the 
initials stand for "Anti-Christ/Devil's 
Children." Officials for Atlantic Re¬ 
cords, the group’s record company, 
were unavailable for comment. 

One stanza in the AC/DC song/ 
“Shoot to Thrill" clearly contains/ 
violent message. "Shoot to thrill/P f 
to kill/Got my gun at the ready/Q 
na fire at will.” 









Stalker: 


more 


tied to killer 

Continued from Page A-l 

is responsible for 17 homicides. 
That figure includes Sunday’s 
attack on a Mission Viejo man, 
29-year-old William Cams, who 
was shot in the head but is still 
clinging to life in the intensive 
care unit of Mission Community 
Hospital, Los Angeles Police 
Cmdr. William Booth said. 

Los Angeles Sheriff Sherman 
Block last week released a list of 
14 killings linked to the Night 
Stalker. Booth and other offi¬ 
cials declined to give any infor¬ 
mation about the two killings 
now added to the list. 

The two cases occurred in Los 
Angeles County, outside the city 
of Los Angeles, police sources 
said. They were added after 
police decided the Night Stalker 
has been operating since Feb¬ 
ruary, Booth said. 

Investigators previously be¬ 
lieved the first Night Stalker 
killing was the March 17 shoot¬ 
ing death of a 35-year-old 
woman, Dayle Okazaki, in her 
Rosemead condominium. 

Ten of the Night Stalker’s 
killed in the San 
Two more were 
'M^^^rfSdale. One was killed 


in San Francisco, 
police suspect the 
killer is responsible for shoot¬ 
ings, kidnappings, rapes and 
sexual assaults on children in 
the San Gabriel and San Fernan¬ 
do valleys. 

The orange Toyota station 
wagon linked to Sunday’s attack 
in Mission Viejo was reported 
stolen Saturday and then was 
found this week in Los Angeles. 

Contrary to early news re¬ 
ports, the abandoned car was 
first observed in a Los Angeles 
parking lot Monday morning, 
although Los Angeles police 
weren’t notified until Tuesday. 

Authorities then decided to 
“sjLake put” the car in hopes of 
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New clues about Nig 




























# e a blurry photograph 
looming slowly into focus, a 
j|||gpiadowy portrait of the 
“^MTffight Stalker is emerging 
from the jumble of details painstak¬ 
ingly accumulated by detectives on 
his trail. 

According to police agencies, the 
serial killer dresses in dark cloth¬ 
ing, sometimes including a plain 
dark baseball cap. He may also wear 
a black, shiny waist-length jacket, 
black pants and a white shirt. 

He may have been a construc¬ 
tion worker, and may have once 
worn a very thin mustache. 

Already, the killer’s haunted, 
bug-eyed gaze in a police composite 
drawing may be the best-known 
face m Southern California. He is 
depicted as a thin, sallow-looking 
man, with gapped, badly decayed 
teeth and curly brown hair. 

But yesterday, the Los Angeles 
Police Department released an up¬ 
dated composite drawing showing 
the suspect wearing a plain, dark 
baseball cap. It also shows some¬ 
what less curly hair, extending 
below the ears, and possibly parted 
on either side, rather than in the 
middle. 

Chillingly, he may also have 
worn a baseball cap decorated with 
the symbol of a heavy-metal rock 

nrAim A n i • . . 


gro^lsaMVDC, which has been 
ass |H |ipS! with satanic cults. 

V-'Swjails came from a varietv 
of sources, including the 

reissue of a bulletin first issued 
after the killing of Dayle Okazaki, 
the woman believed to be the Night 
Stalker’s first victim. Okazaki’s 
roommate, who survived the attack 
provided details about the suspect’s 
clothing and appearance, including 
the thin mustache. 

The information about the AQf 
DC cap came from that bulletin 
originally issued March 29. Sheriff* 4 

Stalker/A- 11, Col. 3 I 
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New details 
emerging in 
portrait of 
Night Stalker 


Stalker/Continued from A-1 

Deputy Sam Jones said such a cap 
was found in Okazaki’s Rosemead 
condominium after the March 17 
attack. 

Jones said the cap had a silver 
patch on it, embroidered in red, 
which depicted a lightning bolt and 
the letters “AC DC.” He noted the 
letters were the name of the 
popular musical band, but also had 
a secondary meaning for occult 
groups who engage in devil wor¬ 
ship. 

“The letters also stand for ‘Anti- 
Christ — Devil's Child,’ ” said Jones. 
But he added, “As far as we know, 
there is no connection between the 
patch on this cap and any signature 
this killer may leave behind at the 
scene of his crimes,” said Jones. 

Police have been tight-lipped 
whatever it is that the 


Latest composite of Stalker, left, adds baseball cap and additional details to original 
version. Below is sketch of Toyota Corolla model station wagon killer may be driving. 
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about 

suspect has scrawled on walls in at 1 

least three cases. . I 1 

Both the Orange County and Los l---——^—-— ■ .. ....*—*- 

Angeles County sheriff’s depart¬ 
ments have issued a bulletin de- her bed while her parents slept, the Night Stalker, who has been 
scribing a 1976 orange Toyota However, Dave Tellez, a Los linked to 14 murders, occurred in 
station wagon with the license plate Angeles sheriff’s deputy, said sher- Orange County early-Sunday morn- 
number 482 RTS. iff’s investigators are not including ing. 

The car, which was stolen in Los any child molestations as part of . ... , 

Angeles’ Chinatown last Saturday, the Night Stalker investigation. Carns. - wa J m cnt ™ 

was spotted Sunday at the scene of The Los Angeles County Sher- condition at Mission Community 
the latest assault, an attack on a iff’s Department, which is heading Hospital after having been shot 
young couple in Mission Viejo, said a 50-man interagency task force on t " ree time , s in the head. His fiancee 
Joe Garza, a Los Angeles County the slayer, says it is investigating a wa ? ra P ed ’ but managed to call 
sheriff’s deputy. total of 34 cases, including 13 P 01ice - 

Investigators were still looking directly linked to the suspect. Of Gates urged Orange County resi- 
for the car yesterday. those 13, 12 are murder cases in -dents to lock their doors and 

The vehicle is one of several which 14 people were killed and windows, to leave lights on at night 

believed to have been stolen by the five were assaulted. The other both inside and outside their 
serial killer, said LAPD Cmdr. incident directly linked to the homes, and to call law enforcment 
William Booth. Night Stalker was in Mission Viejo, authorities if they see any suspi- 

The 1976 Toyota Corolla Deluxe where a man was shot and cious activities in their neighbor- 

station wagon was stolen from Los wounded and his fiancee raped. hoods. • 

Angeles resident Bill Gregory, who The sheriff’s department is not Nj „ has tvnicallv 

said he parked the car on the 400 releasing details of the other 21 Stalker has typically 

block of Cottage Home Street, just cases, except to say that they ggj* ‘unlocked doors 

off the Pasadena Freeway, about include cases of rape and assault. unlocked doors 

9:30 p.m. Saturday. In Orange County, authorities a Q ws - 

He said he locked the vehicle yesterday said they were stepping Two of the assaults attributed to ] 
and came back a half-hour later, up car and helicopter patrols in the the serial killer have occurred in ' 
Upon his return, the car was gone, wake of the latest assault. the LAPD’s jurisdiction, in North- < 

Gregory said a spare set of keys Orange County Sheriff Brad ridge and Sun Valley. The LAPD 
were in a briefcase he left in the Gates announced at a news confer- has several detectives working on 1 
car. ence that deputies are increasing those cases, while cooperating with 

In another development£||p|p their patrols in unincorporated a larger, multi-agency task force, b 
detectives were looking fofp||f|| areas of Orange County and have said LAPD Lt. Dan Cooke. p. 

betwen the Night Stalker begun stopping people “in situa- cs 

eral attacks on children, including tions in which my officers feel are Herald staff writers Chris Wood - tl 
the March 20 rape of an 8-year-old appropriate.” yard, Milt McGriff and Mark S. ji 

Glassell Park girl abducted from The latest attack attributed to Warnick .contributed to thus report. 











Police seek ’76 Toyota iiiat Stalker may have used 


By BRANDON BA1I.EY , 

Staff Writer 

Authorities are looking for a 1976 
orange Toyota station wagon that 
"bears similarities" to the vehicle seen 
leaving the site of Sunday's attack that 
police believe was committed by the so- 
called Might Stalker. 

The California license plate number 
of the Toyota is 482 RTS. "The driver 


of the vehicle is believed to be armed 
and dangerous," Deputy Steve Lee of 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff's De¬ 
partment said late Monday night. 

"We're not saying this is the Night 
Stalker," Lee emphasised. But the car, 
which has been reported stolen by the 
Los Angeles Police Department, is 
similar to the one seen in Mission Viejo 
Sunday. 


The fact that the car was stolen 
"adds extra credence" to authorities' 
belief that people should be on the 
lookout and call their local police 
department if they spot it, Lee said. 

After Sunday's early morning attack 
on a Mission Viejo couple, fear of the 
vicious serial killer known as the Night 
Stalker has spread up and down the 
state. 


As calls from concerned citizens 
continued to swamp police agencies in 
the San Gabriel Valley, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco and Orange County, offi¬ 
cials said Monday that they have no 
indication where the killer might be. 

"At 2:40 a.m. Sunday, he was in 
Orange County," said Lt. Richajtf 
Walls of the Los Angeles County Sher¬ 
iffs Information Bureau. "Other tiiaij 


that, your guess (about the killer’s 
whereabouts) is as good as mine." 

William Cams, the 29-year-old man 
shot Sunday in his suburban Mission 
Viejo home, remained in oritical condi¬ 
tion Monday at Mission Community 
Hospital. 

Please see STALKER, 
Page A-5 








italker: Fear spreads after latest attacks 


Continued from Page A-l 


An intruder believed to be the 
Night Stalker shot Carns in the 
head, then sexually assaulted 
his girlfriend before leaving her 
tied up, Orange County authori¬ 
ties said. 

Cams’ one-story house is lo¬ 
cated on a main road just a few 
minutes from the Golden State 
(5) Freeway, which connects San 
Francisco, Los Angeles and San 
Diego. 

While investigators have no 
idea if the killer might be head¬ 
ed south toward Mexico, U.S. 
Border Patrol agents have been 
sent composite sketches and 
other information about the 
case, Walls said. 

“I know that every agency in 
the state has been notified,” he 
added. 

Orange County authorities 
have begun advising the same 
precautions that police and 


sheriff’s deputies in the San 
Gabriel Valley have repeatedly 
stressed since the killings began 
in March. 

“People are pretty scared,” 
said Orange County Sheriff’s Lt. 
Robert Benson, who said his 
office has received a stream of 
telephone calls from worried 
citizens. 

Despite the recent hot weath¬ 
er, residents should keep all 
doors and windows locked and 
all exterior house lights should 
be turned on at night, Walls 
said. Shrubs should be trimmed 
back around windows and any 
suspicious circumstances should 


be reported to police, he said. 

“It’s more than a good idea” 
to continue exercising caution, 
he said. “It’s imperative.” 

In San Francisco, a special 
police task force is continuing to 
investigate last week’s shooting 
death of an elderly accountant, 
whose wife also was shot and 
bludgeoned in aa asftsult police 
blame on the NigfeJ-Sialker. 

The volume Ok teSsghone calls 
from worried oithssas hadn’t 
dropped Monday, despite the 
news of Sunday’s attack in sub¬ 
urban Orange County, 600 miles 
south of San Francisco. 

“We figured out (that) it’s 


been 500 calls a day,” said Offi¬ 
cer Daniel Greeley at the San 
Francisco Police Department’s 
Operations enter. 

Los Angeles sheriff’s detec¬ 
tives believe the killer is respon¬ 
sible for 14 slayings, starting 
with the March 17 shooting 
death of a 35-year-old woman, 
Dayle Okazaki, in her Rosemead 
coninium. 

Investigators also suspect the 
same man may be responsible 
for 19 other brutal assaults, 
rapes and kidnappings. 

Staff writer Selwyn Eiber 
also contributed to this story. 
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A police sketch of the killer, ico Mickey Kanlor Was oiT'the 
phone early Tuesday trying to 


patch up the latest breech in the 


New Night Stalins Sketch Adds Black Cap 


By DAVID FREED and MARK LANDSBAUM, Tim 


Police officials issued a new composite sketch 
of the so-called Night Stalker on Tuesday that 
shows him wearing a black baseball cap. which 
detectives believe he has frequently worn while 
committing 14 murders and 21 assaults since 
February. 

Los Angeles Police Department spokesman 
Cmdr. William Booth declined to say why the 
cap was included in the updated drawing, except 
to note that "at times, he's been seen wearing a 
baseball cap. It’s not something he just started 
wearing.” 

Sheriffs LL Dick Walls said the killer may 
have left a similar cap behind in the Rosemead 
condominium where he is believed to have killed 
his first victim, Dayle Okazaki, 34, on March 17. 


Authorities said a navy blue cap found at the 
murder scene had a silver patch embroidered in 
red. The patch depicted a lightning bolt and the 
letters "AC-DC.” the name of a popular heavy 
metal rock band. 

Other features of the first drawing—the curly 
brown hair and gapped, badly stained teeth— 
were not changed in the composite issued 
Tuesday, nor was the physical description 
provided by witnesses and survivors. He is 
described as being of slim build, about 6 feet tall 
and 25 to 30 years old. 

Police asked that the public clip and save 
published versions of the composite drawings. 

d that people carry the clippings 
iy could more readily recognize 


individuals resembling the killer. 

"If they sec somebody who looks like him, 
we’ll come in a hurry.” Booth said. 

Meanwhile, authorities continued their search 
for a car seen by a witness in t,he Mission Viejo 
neighborhood where the Stalker is suspected of 
shooting a 29-year-old man and raping his 
girlfriend early Sunday. The car is believed to 
have been stolen Saturday night in Los Angeles’ 
Chinatown, while its owner dined in a restau¬ 
rant 

Authorities described the stolen car as an 
orange 1976 Toyota with the license plate 482 
RTS. The witness reported seeing a car of the 
same make and color, but was able to remember 
Please see STALKER, Page 2 
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STALKER: Gap Added to Sketch 


Continued from Page 1 

only a partial license plate number 

of 482 T. 

Police have asked the public’s 
help in locating the auto. • 

So far, the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department, which is co¬ 
ordinating a multi-agency hunt for 
the serial slayer, has received more 
than 2,000 tips in the case, includ¬ 
ing dozens of reported sightings of 
people resembling the suspect. 

The most recent sighting came 
Tuesday afternoon in the San Ga¬ 
briel Valley community of San 
Dimas, where sheriff’s deputies 
searched a neighborhood after re¬ 
ceiving reports of a man resem¬ 
bling the Stalker in a “mom and 
pop” grocery store. 

The deputies, aided by a helicop¬ 
ter and tracking dogs, scoured the 
area around Gladstone Street and 
Amelia Avenue for nearly an hour 
before calling off the search, said 
Deputy Richard Shaw. 


“Two citizens saw a 


they thought resembled tl- 
Intruder,’ but we didn’t f§^$Sf|,” 


Shaw said, j- 
Sheriff | 
ed early i| 


•flfi Block suggest- 
fffifsivestigation that 
8fff ’ would be an 
because of 
th^tf^ffe^itsive behavior in 
sne^i^M§'4^ened homes, and 
occurred in the 
San Gabriel 

valleys!' 

However, the most recent slay¬ 
ings have occurred as far away as 
Mission Viejo in Orange County and 
in San Francisco. 

More and more, the public, the 
news media and law enforcement 
officials—particularly those in the 
Police Department—have come to 
call the killer the “Night Stalker.” 

"You can’t call him the Valley 
Intruder because he’s not always 
hitting in the valley,” said Lt. Dan 
Cooke, a Police Department 
spokesman. 
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Car spotted 
in Orange 
stolen near 
110 Freeway 


ByBRANDON BAILEY 
-,vnd JIM TRANQUADA 

Staff Writers 

A vicious serial killer dubbed 
the Night Stalker may have stol¬ 
en a car from a Los Angeles 
street, just off the Pasadena 
Freeway, hours before attacking 
a couple in suburban Orange 
County over the weekend. 

The orange Toyota station 
wagon, which was spotted out¬ 
side the couple’s Mission Viejo 
home, was stolen shortly after 
9:30 p.m. Saturday in the China¬ 
town section of Los Angeles. 

Less than five hours later, 
around 2 a.m., a man authorities 
believe to be the Night Stalker 
shot 29-year-old William Cams 
and raped his girlfriend inside 
his suburban Orange County 
house, located near the Golden 
State (5) Freeway. 

The owner of the 1976 auto, 
Watts resident Bill Gregory, 
said he discovered his car was 
stolen when he came out of a 
Chinatown restaurant. Los 
Angeles Sheriff’s Lt. Richard 
Walls confirmed Gregory’s 
account. 

Authorities in Los Angeles 
and Orange counties on Tuesday 
repeated their call for public 
assistance in locating the car, 
which has a California license 
plate number 482RTS. 

But officials cautioned that 
the man who apparently stole 
the car is considered armed and 
“very dangerous.” Anyone who 
sees the car should notify police 
or sheriff’s deputies, officials 
said. 

“We still would like to have 
(the car). But we would not like 
to have a person approach the 
car or anyone in it,” said Cmdr. 
William Booth of the Los An- 
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Judith Gordon / Star-Nows 

Guardian Angel Steve Duncan talks to Duarteans Carol Shultz, center, her children and her friend, Carol Ogden 


By WAYNE HARPE homes to guard against the killer. 

Staff Writer Most said that local police were doing a 

Karen Gregory, 46, lives alone in a three- good job but said they felt added protection 
room house in Monrovia, with only an 8- was warranted. 

year-old pet cat for a companion. She lives “I’m here to get an angel, an earthly 
in fear, she can’t sleep and has considered angel,” Gregory said Tuesday night, 
moving back to Michigan, her original About 60 members of the Guardian An- 
home- gels and willing residents matched up in a 

Chilling accounts of the so-called Night 7:30 p.m. meeting at the Santa Anita YMCA 
Stalker finally prompted her to seek help in Monrovia. The Angels’ plan called for 
Tuesday night. two-member teams to spend the night with 

She and about 40 other San Gabriel Val- some 48 West San Gabriel Valley residents 
ley residents, mainly women with young which had previously requested the Angels’ 
children, agreed to allow members of the 

Guardian Angels, the self-appointed protec- Please sec ANGELS, 

tive group, to spend the night at their . . PageA-5 


NIGHT STALKER SUSPECT 

... newly drawn composite released 


Please see STALKER, 
Page A-7 
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Angels: 
The watch 
begins 

Continued from Page A-l 


presence. 

“(The killer) is probably cruis¬ 
ing around like a vulture, look¬ 
ing for an open window or 
door,” said Angel founder Cur¬ 
tis Sliwa. “We’ll be there wait¬ 
ing for him if he should happen 
tricorne in. 

“Anybody who comes through 
a window is going to get yoked 
down,” he added. 

In addition, about eight pre¬ 
designated residences would 
become “baited traps” where 
the residents agreed to leave for 
the night while Angels replaced 
them in the “hope that the guy 
shows up,” Sliwa said. 

“You’ll be covered from the 
time the sun goes down until the 
sun comes up,” Angel founder 
Curtis Sliwa told the gathering. 

Monrovia police Lt. Dennis 
Jacks said the police depart¬ 
ment does not endorse the houe- 
sitting by the Guardian Angels 
or the traps they are setting. 

The home security patrols 
officially were to start a mid¬ 
night and end a 6 a.m. today. 
But Angels said they would 
provide the overnight security 
as long as the residents demand¬ 
ed it or until the killer is cap¬ 
tured. 

But residents at the meeting 
appeared to support the effort 
with great enthusiasm. 

Monrovia resident Gregory 
arrives home on West Olive 
Avenue late on work nif'fete Her 
transportation is a mc ! -.;,v'l>^ot- 
er. i 

With her home guaMed by 
Angels inside, she felt more 
secure, she said. 

Seated beside her was Angel 
member Felicia Loudermilk, 22, 
who joined the organization two 
months ago. She and another 
member, Ray Silver Jr., 17, 
were working as a team in the 
Gregory home. 
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Stalker: Suspect linked to earlier child abductions 


Continued from Page A-l 

geles Police Department. 

The search for the killer intensified 
Tuesday, as Us Angeles police con¬ 
firmed that a composite drawing of the 
Night Stalker suspect matches the 
description of a suspect in the kidnap¬ 
ping and molestation of four children 
earlier this year. 

Investigators previously had said the 
kidnappings were among 19 cases that 
might be the work of the Night Stalker. 
Those cass are in addition to 13 killings 
in the San Gabriel and San Fernando 


valleys and one slaying in San Francis¬ 
co that have been definitely linked to 
the killer. 

Police now are definitely linking the 
killer to the March 20 kidnapping of an 
8-year-old Highland Park girl who was 
abducted from her homo at night, 
molested and later dropped off In an: 
other part of Us Angeles, Booth said 
Tuesday. 

A new composite drawing of the 
suspect, similar to an earlier composite 
but showing the suspect wearing a dark 
baseball-style cap, was released Tues¬ 
day by the Us Angeles Police Depart¬ 


ment. 

"In our view, there is enough of a 
connection that we are using this same 
composite" for the March 20 kidnap¬ 
ping, Booth said. 

Other kidnappings that detectives 
felt might be related include the Feb. 
25 abduction of a 6-year-old Montebel¬ 
lo girl and the March 11 kidnapping of 
a 9-year-old Monterey Park boy. 

The Montebello girl told police she 
was carried away from a school yard in 
a zippered garment bag and sexually 
assaulted before being dropped off in 
Us Angeles. The Monterey Park boy 


was taken from his home at night, 
sexually assaulted and dropped off in 
Us Angeles, investigators said. 

Most of the Night Stalker attacks 
have been aimed at adults — starting in 
March with the brutal killings of six 
women, followed more recently by 
several attacks on couples In which a 
man was shot and a woman killed or 
assaulted. 

Police said the killer attempted to 
sexually moles'- ibn 3-year-old son of a 
Sun Valley nnw Who was shot to death 
July 20. 

Authorities: said the killer may have 


worn different baseball caps in several 
of the Night Stalker attacks. In canes 
where he didn’t have a hat. he may 
have had his hair parted on either side 
of the head, Booth said. 

After the first killing in the series, a 
blue baseball-style cap with a silver 
lightning bolt logo was found at the 
Rosemead condominum where 35- 
year-old Dayle Okazaki was shot to 
death March 17. 

Orange County Sheriff Brad Gats 
declined Tuesday to confirm a report 
that the man who attacked Cams and 
his girlfriend was wearing a dark cap' 








By BRAD HAUGAARD 
Staff Writer 

Burglaries in Arcadia have 
plummeted after publicity 
•about the serial killer who has 
preyed upon sleeping victims 
throughout the Southland, Arca¬ 
dia’s Acting Police Chief Neal 
Johnson said Wednesday. 

Speaking to about 150 people 
at a citizens’ briefing at Foot¬ 
hills Junior High School, the 
third such meeting in the city, 
Johnson said there were 23 
burglaries in Arcadia during 
June, 36 in July, but so far this 
month, only nine. 

“You people are locking 
down, making it better,” John¬ 
son said. 

“You guys kept them out,” 


said Officer Don Alcorn, adding 
that he wished he could take 
credit for the crime rate drop. 
“You’re finally listening.” 

Alcorn said he hopes the 
heightened awareness about 
security remains with residents 
even after the killer is caught. 

In reply to questions about 
the killings, Johnson said there 
is some evidence the serial kill¬ 
ings are similar to the June 27 
kidnapping of a 6-year-old Arca¬ 
dia girl who was raped and re¬ 
leased in Loo Angeles. Police 
are not. ruling out that the 
crimes may be related and are 
checking further, he said. 

Johnson also said police can¬ 
not confirm the belief that the 
killer selects his victims by the 


yellow color of their homes. 

In response to offers from the 
Guardian Angels to stay near or . 
in people’s homes, Johnson said 
the decision about whether to, 
accept the offer is up to resi¬ 
dents. As an alternative, he 
suggests neighbors sleep at one 
another’s hpmes if it makes 
them feel more secure. 

Lt. Richard Honaker also told 
the audience that by revealing, 
that the same gun has been used 
in many of the crimes, San Fran¬ 
cisco Mayor Diane Feinstein 
“took us back about si:c 
months.” 

Residents report 800 to 1,000 
“sightings” of possible suspects 
each day, Honaker said. 
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Decker 
explains why 

he joined 

‘ The Angels’ 

Why has Brian Decker, son of Hank and 
Suzanne Decker of Sierra Madre, chosen to join 
the Guardian Angels? “Because the girl across the 
assaulted and I decided I should do 

$tlpHP" 8 extra t0 help 0, * t >” Brian answers quick- 
live across the street from the 16-year- 
^adre S' r * w * 10 was bludgeoned in her 
'fwnlP n the early morning hours a month ago. 
^w'$f$ an ’ a j unior at La Salle bligh School this 
been attending organizational meetings for 
the “Angels” ever since the first meeting was held 
in Sierra Madre over a month ago. 

“That night I talked with them (representatives 
of the ‘Angels’) and I decided to join. The meeting 
was int@f®sttes and they sounded like they had 
something good going for them. At the very first 
training meeting we worked out, then they taught 
us some self-defense and handcuffing and we patrol- 
ed lower Arcadia,” Decker says. 

|!P,li)i|fiw did it feel to be a part of the group? 

li-'lwf fe,t good - 11 fe,t bke you were helping 
SSifeMe been in training for a month now and 
I’ve learned alot. I’ve learned a lot about self- 
defense such as when to use tactics like putting 
someone in a hold if he swings at you. First, 
we tell them to freeze and identify themselves. 
If they run, we chase them. If they comply, we 
put cuffs on them. If they fight, we use self 
defense,” the local youth explains. 

Then he adds, “Of course, that’s only in cases 
when someone has done something wrong. We have 
to see them in the act. We have to have evidence.” 

On Thursdays, members of the about-to-be-or- 
ganized San Gabriel Valley chapter are trained by a 
law enforcement officer who has been a policeman 
for nine years. “He teaches us street situations. 
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Brian Decker 

What could happen — how to defend ourselves. 
He says only those who are prepared are able to 
do this. We work in partners to make sure 
we protect each other.” 

Brian explains that members of the chapter are 
“all sizes. There are also four women in our 
group.” 

Each night when they are on patrol, they 
cover about six miles. They are urged to wear 
comfortable clothes and are asked to wear white 
T-shirts until they have earned their Guardian Angel 
shirts. That takes about six weeks. 

“We have to patrol for 10 times and we’re 
tested at those patrols. We have to participate 
in Che training that continues each week for an 
hour before .thenpatppis. We must be able to take 
verbal abuse ahd hot yell back or get angry. 
There’s 1 a. loti bf 1 people who like us but there are 
some who Jihad to give three references 

and I Used Happy’s; because I work there be¬ 
sides t\vO' people I do yard work for. 1 already 
had a CPR card but I took a refresher course. 
They also asked us if we had a felony and if we 
Please turn to Page 10 


Los Angeles County sliitSiiDeputy John 
Broussard told The News Tuesday morning that 
up to 13 more cases are “definitely connected with 
the killer (called the “Night Stalker” and the “Val¬ 
ley Intruder”). 

Besides those seven reported last week, he said 
the following have been added to the list: 

. — William Doi, male, Monterey Park, May 14, 
murdered; 

— Joyce Nelson, female, Monterey Park, July 7, 
murdered; 

— Petere Pan, mal^^ppfrancisco, Aug. 17 or 
18, murdered, (his w||gg|pg|isaulted); 

— Vincent and M axrW : t5itSara , male and female. 
Mission Viejo, Aug. 25, male murdered, woman 
assaulted. 

Broussard said information concerning contact 
with dentists around this part of the state was re¬ 
leased prematurely. “It is an investigative tool, part 
of the investigation we are not discussing.” 

That information came on the heels of an an- 
noucement that the assailant’s teeth were rotted, 
'discolored and gapped, possibly needing the care of 
a dentist. 

Originally there were 34 cases, task force mem¬ 
bers were investigating and now they know that 
13 are related. “Anthing beyond that we are not 
discussing. If any more cases appear to be re¬ 
lated, we will release that information.” I 

The News asked about certain similarities in 
the killings and attacks that had been reported by 
the media and Broussard replied, “We know he 
is attacking between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. and that 
he gains entry through open doors and windows. 
Any other information we are not releasing.” 

How does the sheriff’s department perceive 
the Guardian Angels? 

Broussard said, “We treat them with the same 
respect as with other organized groups if they 
stay within the law.” 

Broussared stated that the incident in which 
a 16-year-old Sierra Madre female was bludgeoned 
in her home a month and a half ago was still one 
of the cases being investigated. , 







Brian Decker 
explains why 
he joined 
‘The Angels’ 

Why has Brian Decker, son of Hank and 
Suzanne Decker of Sierra Madre, chosen 10 join 
ihc Guardian Angels? "Because the girl across the 
street was assaulted and I decided I should do 
something extra to help out,” Brian answers quick¬ 
ly. Deckers live across the street from the 16-year- 
old Sierra Madre girl who was bludgeoned in her 
home in the early morning hours a month ago. 

Brian, a junior at La Salle High School this 
fall, has been attending organizational meetings for 
the “Angels" eve' since the first meeting was held 
in Sierra Madre over a month ago. 

"That night I talked with them (representatives 
of the •Angels’) and I decided to join. The meeting 
was interesting and they sounded like they had 
something good going for them. At the very first 
training meeting wc worked out, then they taught 
us some self-defense and handcuffing and we patrol- 
cd lower Arcadia," Decker says. 

How did it feel to be a part of the' group? 

"It felt good. It felt like you were helping 
out. I’ve been in training for a month now and 
I’ve learned alot. I'vt learned a lot about self- 
defense such as when to use tactics like putting 
someone in a hold if he swings at you. First, 
wc tell them to freeze and identify themselves. 
If they run. we chase them. If they comply, we 
put cuffs on them. It they tight, we use sell 
defense." the local youth explains. 

Then he adds, "Of course, that’s only in cases 
when someone has done something wrong. We have 
to see them in the act. Wc have to have evidence." 

On Thursdays, members of the about-to-be-or¬ 
ganized San Gabriel Valley chapter arc trained by u 
law enforcement officer who has been a policeman 
for nine years. "He teaches us street situations. 



Brian Deckar 


What could happen — how to defend ourselves. 
He says only those who are prepared arc able to 
do this. We work in partners to make sure 
we protect each other .** 

Brian explains that members of the chapter are 
"all sizes. There are also four women in our 
group." 

Each night when they are on patrol, they 
cover about six miles. They are urged to wear 
comfortable clothes and are asked to wear white 
T-shirts until they have corned their Guardian Angei 
shirts. That takes about six weeks. 

"We have to patrol fot 10 times and we’rs 
tested at those patrols. We have to participate 
in the training that continues each week for an 
hour before the patrols. We must be able to take 
verbal abuse ard not >dl hack or get angry. 
There's a lot of people who like us but there arc 
some who don't. I had to give three references 
and I used Happy’s because I work there be¬ 
sides two- people I do yard work for. I already 
had a CPR card but I took a refresher cour-e. 
TTiey also asked us if we had a felony and if we 
Plaaaa turn to Pag* 10 
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Task force continues 
queries of murders 

Los Angeles County Sheriffs Deputy John 
Broussurd told The News Tucsda) morning that 
up to 13 more cases arc "definitely connected with 
the killer (called the "Night Stalker" and the "Val¬ 
ley Intruder"). 

Besides those seven reported last week, he said 
the following have been added to the list: 

— William Doi, male. Monterey Park. May 14. 
murdered; 

— Joyce Nelson, female. Monterey Park. July 7, 
murdered; 

— Peterc Pan. male, San Francisco, Aug. 17 or 
18. murdered, (his wife was assaulted); 

— Vincent and Maxine Zaz/ara, male and female. 
Mission Viejo. Aug. 25. male murdered, woman 
assaulted. 

Broussard said information concerning contact 
with dentists around this part of the state was re¬ 
leased premuturely. "It is an investigative tool, part 
of the investigation we are not discussing." 

That information canie on the heels of an an- 
nouccmcnt that the assailant's teeth were rotted, 
discolored and garped, possibly nccdmn the caic of 
a dentist. 

Originally there were 34 cases task force mem¬ 
bers were investigating and now they know that 
13 are rclutcd. "Antliing beyond that we are not 
discussing. If any more cases appear to be re¬ 
lated. wc will release that information." 

The News asked about certain similarities in 
the killings and attacks that had been reported by 
the media and Broussard replied. "We know he 
is attacking between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. and that 
he gains entry through open doors and windows. 
Any other information wc are not releasing." 

How docs the sheriffs department perceive 
the Guardian Angels? 

Broussard said. "Wc treat them with the same 
respect as with other organized groups if they 
stay within the law." 

Broussarcd stated that the incident in which 
a 16-year-old Sierra Madre female was bludgeoned 
in her home a month and a half ago was still one 
of the cases being investigated. 
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Brian Decker 


Continued from page 1 

had, we wouldn’t be allowed to enter the Guardian 
Angels.” 

Brian continues, “When we go out on patrol, 
we walk two abreast. People ask us what we’re 
doing, why we’re there and lots of people ask us 
if we’re local kids.” He says there are other 
Sierra Madreans in the group. 

The News asked him what he thought of Danny 
Lewis, coordinator for the West side. “He’s a 
great guy. He really knows his stuff. He has taught 
us most of what we know.” 

Brian explains that preparation for the San 
Gabriel chapter of the Guardian Angels has been 
mostly like patrol. “We also made $250 from our 
car wash a couple weeks ago. Danny put the 
whole amount in a savings account and when we 
finally get the chapter organized, we’ll use that 
money to buy what we need for the chapter. 
Danny will be leaving once we get 
we’ll keep in touch.” 

Brian, who is 6’1” and tips th 
pounds, .was born in New Jersey 
moved to Sierra Madre eight years 
baseball, rides his motorcycle and drives his truck. 

He works for all his spending money, to pay off 
his truck, to pay for the insurance and gas needed 
for the vehicles. 

He plans to go to PCC for two years then 
probably major in business at San Diego State. I 

The Deckers have two other sons: David, 14, 
andGlenn.il. ' 

g|||||§Vhat do his brothers think about his joining ; 
^;|^£pAngels”? They support it. So do his parents, 
MUSI'S. “They think it’s good.” 

What about the others in the Guardian Angels? 

All good people, he says. And he adds of some of 
them, “Some are just kids, same as me. They’re 
out to do the same things as me.” 
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‘Angel’ founder visits area meetijig 


There was a touch of the voice of comedian 
Norm Crosby in. the New York accent of Guardian 
r " Angel Founder Curtis Sliwa at Monday evening’s 
meeting in Monrovia. 

Sliwa flew out from New York to talk with 
those area residents concerning a Guardian Angel 
program, the new housesitting (or stayover) pro¬ 
gram instituted by the group. Sliwa will be in 
this area for a week. 

The housesitting program involves a Guardian 
Angel staying overnight in a resident’s home at his 
request whether or not the person is at home. Any 
one interested in having one of the “Angels” 
sit in his or her home should call (818) 446-6678 
or(213)399-2473. 

According to Sliwa, the Guardian Angel no¬ 
tifies police before going to the home and there 
is also a backup “Angel” nearby in case help is 
needed. 

Sliwa outlined another incident fiBgEBMa the 
uardian Angels used this type of il£jS|j££M Not 
;nly did they catch the rapist they wilS|E)king 



for but they aisb caught four other persons who 
were committing more minor crimes. 

Sliwa described how the most recent assailant 
(sometimes called the Night Stalker and also called 
the Valley Intruder) works: he attacks people while 
they are sleeping and groggy, at a time when they 
are least able to take care of themselves. 

“This creep still walks the streets. You can say, 
‘Eh, at least someone’s out there looking after us.’ 
With your help, we can do this,” Sliwa told 
the group of about 70 persons in a room encircled 
by Guardian Angels. 

Sliwa called the assailant aVmutant creature.” 
He also said, “You’re pr ^^ ^ ^ ondering what 
this huckleberry (referring^^^^self and other 
Guardian Angels) is doing can he do to 

give us relief? . . . This guy roams like a vampire 
getting citizens while they’re in a woozy state. We 
place Guardian Angels in these apartments and 
houses and eventually the vulture will be caught.” 

He also told the audience that they could 
. screen their “angel” and establish ground rules. 
“We’re your guests who want to be your pro¬ 
tector. We’re free but we could sure stand some 
coffee to keep us awake,” he grinned. 

Sliwa cautioned the media that this “sleezebag” 
watches the news and “he’s feeding on it.” 

He also told the audience that they could 
watches the news and “he’s feeding on it.” He re¬ 
iterated the Guardian Angel motto: “When others 
do nothing, we dare to care.” 












Police link 2 more 
cases to mass killer 


* Man resembling Stalker was spotted 
in bar near where stolen car was found. 


By Mark S. Warnick 
and Ruben Castaneda 

Herald staff writers 


★ Criminologists using laser beams find 
fingerprints in the car — but whose? 


* Officials insist Sheriff Block's being 
on vacation won’t hamper the manhunt. 


but whose? A raM confusion and lack 

DUtwnose. AflL of communication 

Block's being among investigating 

Sthe manhunt agencies, authorities yes- 

ier me mannuru. terday ljnked two more murders to 

All on page A-3 the Night Stalker. 

The additional deaths would 
raise the total attributed to the 
elusive serial killer to 16. They were 
disclosed as Los Angeles police 
officials announced new informa¬ 
tion about the Night Stalker’s weap¬ 
ons, prepared statewide 

distribution of detailed bulletins on 
the suspect and failed to keep 
spokesmen for some investigating 
agencies abreast of all new find¬ 
ings. 

Apparently not immediately in¬ 
formed were spokesmen for the Los 
Angeles Cosmty Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment, which heads the multiagency 
task force assigned to the case. 

The manner in which informa¬ 
tion was released to the public took 
a substantial turn yesterday with 
the LAPD’s direct involvement. But 
it was unclear why the LAPD was 
assuming a more public role. Also 
unclear was why agencies normally 
notified were not, and what, if 
anything, that change reflected in 
i the multiagency investigation. 

Among developments in the 
j Night Stalker manhunt yesterday: 
■Los Angeles police released for 
the first time information on two 
guns possibly used by the killer, a 
disclosure criticized by some agen¬ 
cies working on the investigation. 

■ Investigators reported that the 
string of murders being linked to 
the suspect may have begun last 
February, not March 17 as pre¬ 
viously believed. 

■ Fingerprints not matching 
those of the vehicle’s owner were 
found inside a stolen car believed 
used in the latest attack. 

■ Investigators, who earlier said 
the Night Stalker may have worked 

I in the construction industry, can¬ 
vassed building sites near some of 
the attacks, showing workers com¬ 
posite drawings of the suspect. 

■ Release of the bulletin on the 
suspect prompted initial confusion 
for its author — the Los Angeles 
Police Department — as well as 
among sheriff’s department spokes- 

-Stalker/A-16, Col. 1 I 







Car sus 


! BvBRANDON BAILEY 
SUff Writer 

i A stolen orange Toyota connected 
with last weekend's attack by the so- 
called Night Stalker was found aban¬ 
doned Wednesday on a Los Angeles 
street. 

As the killer, who police say has 
: claimed at least 14 victims, remained at 
large, the Los Angeles City Council 
: voted to add $25,000 to a reward fund 
that now totals $60,055. 
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The car was towed to Santa Ana. 
where experts with the Orange County 
Sheriff's Department began checking 
the car for fingerprints and other evi¬ 
dence that might aid investigators in 
their search for the vicious serial kill- 


ed early Sunday No further leads were Broussard of the Los Angeles Shdriffi ' saw the vehicle and noufied officers 
announced bv police Wednesday Department, adding that authorities Police were checking the area where 

As for the killer's whereabouts, want ettixens everywhere lb edntinua the car was found, but they had no 
Orange County Sheriff « Lt Richard locking windows at night and taking Information about when the car might 
Olson said "Just because the car was other precautions v have been lefl there Spokesmen for 

found in Los Angeles, really unfortu- The 1978 Toyota station wagon.) the Los Angeles Police Department 


er who has been linked to 14 deaths nately doesn't mean a whole lot." which was stolen from the Chinatown dgp lined to give.an exact address, 

and 70 other assaults, rapes and kid- Police sav thev believe the killer has section of Los Angeles Saturday night., tag only that the car was parked i 


and 20 other assaults, rapes and kid Police say they believe the killer has section of Los Angeles Saturday night, i 
nappings. used a variety of stolen cars while trav- was found parked in midtown Los . 

Witnesses spotted the car near the cling in the state. Angeles about 7 a.m. Wednesday. Po- j 

Mission Viejo home where a man was "He is extremely mobile. We don't lice, who had asked for public assis- , 
shot and his girlfriend sexually assault- know where he is." said Deputy John tance in locating the car, said a citizen 


only that car was r 
i patrolled by the LAP1 


Please see STALKER. 
Back page, this section 



Orange County Sheriff’s investigators inspect car believed stolen by Stalker 

Stalker: Stolen car found in L.A. 

Continued from Page A-l Los Angef||||||ce say they definitely be¬ 

lieve the Ni;V? 3 &&l<er was responsible for the 


Station. 

The car was towed to the Orange County 
Sheriff’s headquarters because investigators 
there have jurisdiction over the attack on the 
Mission Viejo couple. In that incident, an in¬ 
truder believed to be the Night Stalker broke 
into a house, shot William Cams, 29, in the 
head and raped Cams’ 29-year-old fiance. 

Cams was still on the “critical” list Wednes¬ 
day at Mission Community Hospital, though 
officials said his condition has improved. 

Authorities wouldn’t say what evidence they 
hoped to find in the Toyota. 

“We’re not discussing what if anything (the 
investigators) are finding,” Olson said. 

Arcadia police meanwhile confirmed Wed¬ 
nesday that authorities are looking into simi¬ 
larities between the series of Night Stalker 
cases and the June 27 sexual assault of a 6- 
year-old girl who was kidnapped from her 
bedroom at night. 

The girl was abducted from her Arcadia 
home and molested by a man who later 
dropped her off in Los Angeles, said Capt. 
Neal Johnson, acting chief of the Arcadia Po¬ 
lice Department. The man reportedly drove a 
medium-sized brown car. 

Police have some evidence that may link the 
kidnapping to the Night Stalker, Johnson said, 
but he declined to elaborate. 


March 20 kilgiiSng of an 8-year-old High¬ 
land Park girl, who was taken from her bed¬ 
room at night and molested before being 
dropped off in another part of the city. 

Authorities said they suspect two similar 
cases of kidnapping and child molesting, re¬ 
ported this spring in Monterey Park and Mon¬ 
tebello, may have been committed by the 
Night Stalker. 

The $25,000 reward authorized Wednesday 
by the Los Angeles City Council follows a $10,- 
000 reward offered by authorities in San Fran¬ 
cisco, where police believe the Night Stalker is 
responsible for the Aug. 17 shooting death of a 
66-year-old accoun.^i®S|^itj^ntant’s wife 
was also shot and 

The Arcadia Ci^PK^jEJacs offered a 
$5,000 reward antjjMOTsraSJSjjfeeles County 
Board of SuperviK^rojj'^M^ed $10,000. 
Private donations set up by 

Los Angeles Coun^OTnofinsTrave reached 
$10,055 — including a $25 contribution that 
came from an unidentified citizen Wednesday. 

The killer has worn a dark baseball cap in 
some of the attacks. Sheriff’s detectives found 
a blue cap at the Rosemead condominium 
where a 35-year-old woman was shot to death 
March 17. The cap had a lightning bolt insig¬ 
nia and the logo of a heavy-metal rock music 
group called “AC-DC.” 

















‘Stalker’ reward boosted 

LOS ANGELES — The city Wednesday approved a 
$25,000 reward for information leading to apprehension of 
the "Night Stalker," swelling the fund to more than $60,000. 
In Santa Ana, a team of forensic experts — using the latest 
fingerprinting techniques — began a search for clues in a 
stolen car believed used by the killer, who’s blamed for 35 
California attacks, including 14 slayings. USh TODAY 
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‘Similarities 5 Studied 
In Series of Killings^ hr 


By ALEX NEILL and SUE AVERY, Times Staff Writers 


The Los Angeles County Sher¬ 
iff’s Department and Glendale po¬ 
lice are investigating a possible 
connection between the July 20 
murders of an elderly Glendale 
couple and a string of five killings 
and four attacks in the West San 
Gabriel Valley. 

Although Glendale police em¬ 
phasize that they have no direct 
link between the San Gabriel Val¬ 
ley homicides and the murders of 
Glendale residents Maxson C. 
Kneiding, 68, and his wife, Lela • 
Ellen, 66, they say there are “simi¬ 
larities." 

Captain Glynn Martin, com¬ 
mander of the Glendale Police 
Department’s investigative servic¬ 
es division, said the similarities are 
“in the age group, the type of 
violence used and the time of night' 

Martin|^/-$a to give any other 
details aelsa&Sg similarities, say¬ 
ing, "At this point, it is vital we 
maintain the integrity of the inves¬ 
tigation and not compromise the 
nature of any evidence' we may 
have.” 

But, he said, the similarities are 
significant enough to prompt the 
Glendale Police Department to 
"swap notes” with the' Sheriff’s 
Department, which is handling the 
investigation of the San Gabriel 
Valley murders. 

The Kneidings v/ere found shot 
to death in their bed about 9 a.m. 
July 20. Martin said they were 


probably killed sometime between 
2 and 4 that morning. 

The string of crimes began May 
14 in Monterey Park when William 
Doi, 65, was shot to death and his 
wife raped. On June 1, Mabel Bell, 
83, and her sister, Florence Lang, 
81, who shared a Monrovia home, 
•were found bludgeoned. Bell died 
July 15; Lang is still hospitalized in 
critical condition. On June 28, Patty 
Elaine Higgins, 32, was found dead 
in her Arcadia home with her 
throat slashed, and on July 2, Mary 
Cannon, 75, another Arcadia resi¬ 
dent, was found dead in her home 
with her throat slashed. 

On July 5, a 16-year-old Sierra 
Madre girl was attacked. On July 7, 
Joyce Nelson, 61, was bludgeoned 
to death in her Monterey Park 
home and a few hours later, police 
say, a 65-year-old Monterey Park 
woman was raped. All attacks took 
place in the victims’ homes, appar¬ 
ently in the.early morning. 

Martin said he believes that more 
than one person entered the 
Kiieidings’ home the night they 
were murdered. That would be 
inconsistent with the San Gabriel 
VaUey murders, which authorities 
believe were committed by one 
person. 

Monterey Park police have dis¬ 
tributed a composite drawing and 
description of the suspect in the 
Joyce Nelson murder. He is white, 
aged 25 to 
weighs 160 
curly hair. 
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Forensic specialist Becki Morgan of the Orange County Sheriffs Department uses laser scanner. 
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laser turns up fingerprints 
other than owner’s in Toyota 


By Jeff Gottlieb 

Herald staff writer 


FJ B sing a laser beam like a flashlight, 
w Orange County criminologists have 
found fingerprints other than the owner’s 
in the Toyota suspected of being stolen by 
the Night Stalker serial killer. 

Investigators say the prints could 
belong to any number of the owner's 
friends. Or they could belong to the man 
authorities believe stole the car before his 
attack on a Mission Viejo couple early 
Sunday. The car was found abandoned in 
Los Angeles on Tuesday. 

Before investigators could use the 
sophisticated laser equipment, workmen 
had to build a temporary shelter next to 
the sheriff’s office to house the Toyota. 

"Even at night there is too much 
incidental light outside for the laser test 
to work,” said Larry Ragle, director of 
forensic services for the sheriff's depart¬ 
ment. “It has to be very dark.” 

§ The 6 -foot-long, 8 -inch-wide laser can- 
" not be moved because of the amount of 
power it uses and its cooling system, 
| Ragle said. 

“Usually we have things like guns or 
knives and we just take them into the 
building,” he said. “This time we had to 
improvise.” 

A hole was drilled in the wall next to 
the shelter so that the laser’s 20 -foot-long, 


fiber optics cable, which emits the laser 
beam, could be threaded through into the 
shelter, Ragle said. 

The sheriff’s department/ 

$35,000 laser about a year aj' 
the only police agency in the : 
one, Ragle said. The Phc 
Department and the Ari; 

Safety Department have sir 

"You can find a print on a i 
the laser,” Ragle said. 

First, the- areas of tht 
checked were dusted with fingerprint 
powder, the traditional means of finding 
prints. 

Then the laser is flashed over the area 
being inspected. 

“If a print shows up there, we might 
put Superglue on it to make it bolder,” 
Ragle said. “It becomes very dramatic.” 

Superglue, available in most drug 
stores, contains a chemical that turns 
fingerprints white. 

Once photographs of the fingerprints 
are taken, they are specially coded and 
entered into the sheriff department’s 
Automated Latent Print System, the 
computer system the department rents 
for $4,000 a month. The system contains 
fingerprints from 15,000 people who have 
been booked into the Orange County Jail, 
Ragle said. 

If no match is found, investigators will 
check the computers of other state law 
enforcement agencies. 


Block vacation won’t affect Stalker bun 


By Deborah Anderluh 

Herald staff writer 


Los Angeles County and sheriff’s offi¬ 
cials yesterday defended Sheriff Sherman 
Block's decision to take a vacation during 
the Night Stalker manhunt. . 

County Supervisor Pete Schabarum dis¬ 
missed as a “cheap shot” a Herald story in 
yesterday’s editions which reported the 
vacation. 

“He said it was a cheap shot and 
dismissed it as hogwash, a tempest in a 
teapot," said Schabarum's press secretary, 
Mickie Silverstein. 

Supervisor Kenneth Hahn, while not 
criticizing the story, took exception to what 
he said it implied. _ 


“People might think he’s not there, when for all 
intents and purposes he is. He is literally on duty 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, whether he’s in his 
office, on an airplane, in Nome, Alaska, or at home. 


insist 


Los Angeles County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn 


vacation at his ranch.” 

Herald Managing Editor John Lindsay 
said the story was balanced and accurate. 

“The story wa&astraightforward news 
account whosf^^^H^gve not been contra¬ 
dicted. All dd MpQg story were repre¬ 
sented fairly.pl^gptj Block’s side was 
presented in IMgMsSfe said. 


Dawson Oppenheimer said. 

The Herald story reported that Block 
was at home on a vacation that started 
Tuesday and will continue until sometime 
after Labor Day. 

The sheriff said in the story that he had 
planned the vacation several months ago to 
l yM.with.,PJlt.PL-,W. w JLl£Lii.fe';. tifi JMJSt 


, Sheriff Robert Edmonds, the 
"tSSre-z^teking department official, said the 
article was balanced but the headline — 
"Sheriff takes his vacation in midst of 
manhunt” — implied that the sheriff did 
not care about the investigation. 

“I think that’s a grave injustice to a 
sheriff who works long, hard hours," he 
said. 

Edmonds also emphasized that the 
sheriff always conducted most of his 
business over the phone. 

"What's the difference whether I talk to 
him on his off j£g,.home or mobile phone’” 


he asked; 

Undei 
the sheri; 

flfinartm 


eodore von Minden said 
daily contac. with ti ; c_ 
hat in 










































































































Two more murders are linked 
to Night Stalker as toll hits 16 


Stalker/Continued from A-l 

men. The bulletin, which contained 
some new information, also an¬ 
gered some investigators with other 
agencies, who learned of those 
disclosures from reporters. 

Authorites refused to disclose 
the two newly reported 
Joying only that they oc- 
Hyferlier this year in the 
^outside LAPD jurisdiction. 
!h the sheriff’s depart- 
1s the Night Stalker task 
. — has been in charge of 
releasing information on the inves¬ 
tigation, officials with the depart¬ 
ment and the LAPD refused to 
explain why new details about the 
case were being handled by city 
police. 

Sheriff Sherman Block pre¬ 
viously has provided details about 
each slaying linked to the suspect, 
but neither his department nor the 
kAPD would explain yesterday why 
officials would not reveal the dates, 
'locations and victims of the two 
murders mentioned in the bulletin. 

Sheriff’s department spokesmen 
referred all questions concerning 
the two killings to the LAPD, which 
refused to elaborate on the bulletin. 

“We accepted the task of dissem¬ 
inating the bulletin,” said LAPD 
spokesman Cmdr. William Booth. 
“That’s as much as I’m going to 

The LAPD bulletin pjjBlm - 
tained two composite drfgg§§||of 
the Night Stalker and detfflsonlhe 


suspect’s method of operation, 
whereby he enters darkened homes 
through unlocked doors or win¬ 
dows. Thousands of copies were set 
to be distributed to retail outlets 
and gas stations throughout the 
state today. Booth said. 

The bulletin also contained in¬ 
formation about murder weapons 
possibly used by the Night Stalker, 
who is believed responsible for as 
many as 34 attacks in Los Angeles 
County and one each in San Fran¬ 
cisco and Orange County. A .25- 
caliber automatic or a .22-caliber 
revolver may have been used in 
some of the slayings, according to 
the bulletin. 

Arcadia police Detective Ed Win¬ 
ter, a member of the multiagency 
Night Stalker task force, said yes¬ 
terday he had not been told of the 
bulletin. He also said he was sur¬ 
prised the new information came 
from Los Angeles police, not the 
sheriff’s department which is head¬ 
ing the investigation. 

“As far as information being put 
out, it does kind of murk the water 
up,” Winter said of the LAPD’s 
distributing the bulletin. “We’ve 
got an agreement with the sheriff’s 
that before anything goes out, we’ll 
get together and compare notes.” 

Release of the police bulletin 
marked the second time disclosures 
about the case raised criticism from 
investigators. Last week, Los Ange¬ 
les County Sheriff Block, among 
others, indirectly criticized San 
Francisco Mayor Dianne Feinstein 


for announcing that ballistics tests 
murder in her city with 
IfppjBItalker attacks here. 
jj|gg|!m Swinford of the Glendale 
RsM^iDepartment said releasing 
descriptions of the weapons was 
inconsistent with Block’s scolding 
of Feinstein. 

"The more you publicize any 
kind of evidence with a deranged 
person like this, the more you run 
the risk of clicking a light in his 
head,” Swinford said. “He may not 
be thinking about the fact he’s 
using the same weapon. 

“But if it comes up two or three 
or four times, a light bulb might 
click in his head, and the next thing 
you know the gun’s somewhere off 
the end of the Santa Monica Pier.” 

The bulletin was released as 
Orange County forensics specialists 
continued searching for evidence 
inside the stolen car believed used 
in the Night Stalker’s latest attack. 
Some fingerprints, not those of the 
vehicle’s owner, were found, said 
Larry Ragle, lead forensic specialist 
for the Orange County coroner’s 
office. 

The 1976 orange Toyota station 
wagon was stolen in Chinatown last 
Saturday. Authorities said it was 
spotted Sunday at the scene of the 
Night Stalker’s latest assault an 
attack on a couple in Mission Viejo, 
according to authorities. It was 
found near downtown Los Angeles 
on Tuesday and staked out, then 
towed away by police Wednesday 
morning. 



